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Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

I said to a councillor recently that the 
reason I was a little late to our meeting 
was because I was waylaid by members 
of the public looking for answers. 

People are always looking for answers 
to important questions from whomever 
they think can provide them. 

But increasingly, councillors have 
difficulty being as open as they want; 
they’re restricted by the Confidentiality 
Oath they were required to take.  

The most recent public complaint 
about this hindrance is from Cllr Cyril 
Leo. Past councillors also have voiced 
concerns about this constraint when 
trying to represent their constituents. 
Former Governor Lisa Phillips 
recognised this early on in her term of 
office and, via a Government Gazette, 
informed the public that councillors 
could speak about anything they were 
involved in except when the Governor’s 
express permission was required.

This intervention did allow 
councillors some leeway, but oddly 
enough no great difference in public 
information has emerged; and there 
is no official definition for when the 
Governor’s express permission is 
necessary, so it may be necessary far 
more than the public is aware. 

It does appear to me (and to some 
others) that the “them and us” 
mentality is creeping back into the way 
St Helena is governed. 

Previous moves toward increased 
togetherness and transparency – for 
instance the sharing of ExCo closed-
agenda documents with non-ExCo 
members; allowing input from non-
ExCo members when these documents 
are caucused; introducing open-
agenda ExCo and council committee 
meetings... all contributed to lessening 
the unhealthy “them and us” situation. 

But now it appears that ExCo closed-
agenda documents, for an indefinite 
period, will not be shared with our 
non-ExCo decision makers. Cllr Leo 
said this decision was declared by the 
Governor because of an “apparent 
leak of information” pertaining to 
documents relating to negotiations 
with SHG’s preferred fisheries investor. 

Notwithstanding Covid-19 issues, 
the number one topic in St Helena 
presently is what will be the outcome 
of SHG’s decision on the way forward 
for the island’s oldest industry, 
fisheries. It should not be a surprise to 
SHG that the population is concerned 
with the correct decision being made 
on behalf of the island’s future. 

Understandably, confidentiality 
has to be maintained in matters 
that are commercial-in-confidence. 
But is distrusting our non-Exco 
representatives with matters of 
integrity a draconian measure taken 
too far? 
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St Helena Government – 
Openness and Transparency 

 Dear Constituents,

We wait for His Excellency, 
Governor Rushbrook, to fully 
inform the community as to why 
he decided to have the police 
investigate your councillors, and 
to make public the details of the 
outcome of the investigation.  

There was an ExCo meeting 
on Tuesday, 2nd June 2020, 
and the majority of your elected 
representatives had not been 
permitted the agenda or the 
documents for the closed session 
discussions and decisions.

I remain uncertain as to the 
true reason why councillors are 
being investigated by the Police.  
However, in my humble opinion, 
the decision to investigate elected 
members without first discussing 
the matter with all twelve elected 
members, as was recommended 
to Governor Rushbrook, has 
proved a mistake.  Consequently, 
St Helena, the electorate and 
elected representatives have all 
been, in effect, scandalously 
undermined on the world stage 
by the authority; this was 
unnecessary and avoidable. 

Leading up to the local general 
election of July 2017, the people 
of St Helena were calling for more 
openness and transparency in 
local government.  Accordingly, 
maximising openness and 

transparency, when engaging 
with constituents on Council 
business, was a top priority, from 
the onset, for this Council.

 The first day of work for the 
then newly elected members of 
this Council was on 28th July 
2017.

On the 8th August Governor Lisa 
Phillips emailed the following 
to all elected members: ‘I would 
support scrapping the Oath of 
Confidentially too.  As it is part 
of the Constitution the proposal 
to do this would have to go to the 
Privy Council for approval.  This 
could take time.  But I have been 
thinking about this given the 
Nolan Principles are essentially 
in conflict with the Oath.

So in the meantime, I have given 
some thought as to how to give 
Councillors more flexibility in 
communications and a paper will 
come to the first ExCo on this.  I 
hope you will be pleased with the 
contents.’

On the 11th August 2017, Governor 
Phillips wrote to all elected 
members: ‘We will be discussing 
the Oath of Confidentiality at 
our first ExCo meeting. I hope 
you now have the ExCo paper 
where I am suggesting some 
flexibility ahead of submitting to 
the Privy Council for the Oath to 
be amended or scrapped.  As you 
know I am keen to support moves 
towards Councillors being able to 
engage more transparently with 
the public.’

Following the ExCo meeting, on 
30th August 2017, the St Helena 
Government Gazette No.64 was 
published.  It was a significant 

step away from the colonial era 
of dominance and moved towards 
more openness, transparency and 
therefore enhanced democracy.  
Reversing the progress is not an 
option.

Please note: I have decided not 
to caucus on documents for ExCo 
meetings until I am provided with 
the full agenda and all open and 
closed session agenda documents 
– and thereby be in a position to 
fully represent constituents.

*Below is wording quoted directly 
from the St. Helena Government 
Gazette Extraordinary Vol. XLXII 
No. 64 (30 August, 2017).

C Leo (LegCo)

CONSTITUTION OF ST HELENA, 
ASCENSION AND TRISTAN 

DA CUNHA AUTHORITY 
OF HER EXCELLENCY THE 

GOVERNOR IN RESPECT OF THE 
OPERATION OFTHE OATH OF 

CONFIDENTIALITY
I, Lisa Phillips, Governor of 

St Helena hereby issue this 
authority to the Members of the 
Legislative Council in relation 
to the operation of the oath of 
confidentiality:

1. Whereas section 54 of the 
Constitution for St Helena, 
Ascension and Tristan da Cunha 
states that:

No Member of the Legislative 
Council shall enter upon the 
functions of his or her office unless he 
or she has made before the Governor, 
or some other person authorised 
for that purpose by the Governor, 

acting in his or her discretion, 
oaths or affirmations of allegiance, 
of confidentiality and for the due 
execution of his or her office in the 
forms set out in the Schedule.”

2. And whereas the Oath of 
Confidentiality as set out in 
the aforementioned Schedule 
provides that it must be made in 
the following terms:

“I ……………………. do swear 
that I will be a true and faithful 
Councillor and that I will not, 
directly or indirectly, except with 
the authority of the Governor, 
reveal the business or proceedings 
of the Government of St Helena 
or the nature or contents of any 
document communicated to me, 
or any matter coming to my 
knowledge, in my capacity as a 
Councillor. So help me God.”

I, therefore give my authority 
for Councillors to reveal the 
business or proceedings of the 
Government of St Helena and 
the nature and contents of any 
document communicated to 
Councillors within the following 
boundaries:

No express authority is required 
for the following:

1. Ongoing work done by the 
Councillors (eg. contact with the 
Administration over issues  raised 
by the public; progress/timing in 
considering new policies)

2. Rationale behind decisions 
taken (eg. budget allocations)

3. Use of analysis carried out 
by the Administration which 
underpins a discussion taking 
place with the public (eg. data 

from elsewhere about wearing of 
seatbelts)

4. Information already in the 
public domain (eg. press releases, 
radio appearances, speeches, 
responses to the Code of Practice 
on the release of information etc.)

5. Matters discussed in the open 
sessions of Executive Council or 
Council Committees 

Express authority is required 
for the following:

a. Ongoing discussions / 
negotiations with HMG (which 
are not concluded);

b. Information that is owned by a 
third party and whose permission 
to disclose has not been obtained;

c. Information that is deemed 
confidential or sensitive (eg. 
information about an individual);

d. Information that is commercial 
in confidence (eg. information 
about a business proposal or the 
contents of a contract etc.)

e. Executive Council ‘green 
papers’ (but please note that 
Councillors can draw on 
information contained therein as 
appropriate).

If in doubt, Members can 
obtain advice from the Attorney 
General’s Chambers.

Lisa Phillips
Governor
30 August 2017

Dear Editor,

Yesterday, we attended the 
open Economic Development 
Committee (EDC) Meeting 
whereby the EDC was being asked 
to endorse the catch limits for 
those fish species where limits 
were included on the Catch Limits 
Annex.

The Director of ENRP, Darren 
Duncan led on the discussions 
and was supported by SHG Marine 
Conservation Officer, Rhys Hobbs, 
with questions also from Nicole 
Shamier, Senior Economist.

The subject – last raised in 
open EDC in January – remained 
contentious due to the fact that 

EDC members still felt that the 
Annex remained similar to what 
they had been presented over 5 
months ago, with gaps remaining 
in terms of catch limits for the 
primary specie, tuna. Hence, 
members vocalised that the 
document seemed to remain 
incomplete, so how could they 
endorse it?

Members also struggled to 
understand why this information 
was being presented yet again 
without having sight of the much 
awaited Tuna stock assessment 
that they have requested and 
hence they were not happy to 
endorse a catch limit that had 

categories that simply read “to be 
confirmed based on the outcome 
of the Cefas fishery status report” 
or “likely to be revised following 
receipt of the Cefas fishery status 
report”.

The Director of ENRP made 
it clear that it is not the remit 
of Cefas to advise on setting 
catch limits, that is for SHG to 
decide based on Cefas science. 
Furthermore, even if members 
endorsed the table today, if the 
Senior Fisheries Officer felt it 
necessary to change catch limits 
at a later date, the SFO can do so 
without having to come back to 
EDC for approval.

FIREWOOD  for  SALE 

 EUCALYPTUS at LUFFKINS  

     SPRING

   £25 for 1.2 Cubic Metres

(a medium-sized pickup load)

                        

Phone Cliff Huxtable 24342



5

ST HELENA NEWS
www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL | Thursday 04 June 20204 www.sams.sh Thursday 04 June 2020 | THE SENTINEL

YOUR LETTERS
This statement – along with 

members not being shown the 
Cefas report, nor even just being 
shown excerpts pertaining to the 
specie in question to enable the 
process to be concluded - begs us 
to ask, what was the purpose of 
conducting the stock assessments 
in the first place, if decisions 
on quotas are going to be made 
regardless of the results?

When pressed as to why the Cefas 
report has still not been shared 
with members, the COVID-19 
virus was once again referred to. 
While the Association appreciates 
the unprecedented circumstances 
surrounding this global pandemic 
and we welcome the Islands 
preparedness against the virus, 
the logic remains simple – if the 
Cefas report isn’t ready for ‘wider 
consumption’ and staff are still 
busy at Bradleys, then why keep 
bringing this topic to EDC for 
endorsement? Why not simply 
wait, until the information that 
members have been requesting 
for over 5 months, is ready?

We also understand that for the 
Enforcement Officer to be able to 
do his job, endorsement of the 
other species in the table needs 
to be made. But again our logic 

is simple, if members have been 
requesting to see the table in its 
complete state – without missing 
data – then why bring it to EDC 
incomplete?

After a 30 minute heated 
discussion, the Chair of EDC, Cllr. 
Lawson Henry, put the agenda 
item to a vote, before which he 
firmly declared that this topic had 
been ongoing for long enough 
and he encouraged that a decision 
be taken. Adding that “if EDC 
members were not prepared to 
endorse this agenda item today he 
would make an executive decision 
as Chair, to take it forward to 
Executive Council”.

A vote was then undertaken 
whereby Councillors Clint Beard 
and Christine Scipio voted against 
the endorsement whilst the 
Chair, Councillor Lawson Henry 
abstained from voting. 

It should be noted that 
Councillor Cruyff Buckley was 
not in attendance due to another 
meeting and Councillor Gavin 
Ellick was disallowed to vote 
by the Chair, Lawson Henry, 
on account that he owns a fish 
monger’s business. This ruling 
was, in itself, a contentious one 
– as although Councillor Ellick 

sells fish via his retail business, 
he made it very clear at the start 
of the meeting that he does not 
partake in commercial fishing 
therefore the endorsement of 
catch limits would be outside 
of the remit of his business – 
something clarified to Cllr. Ellick 
by the Speaker. However, even 
with this additional information, 
Cllr. Lawson Henry remained 
firm with the decision that Cllr 
Ellick would not have a vote and 
noted that he would not entertain 
this discussion any further.

In closing, Cllr. Lawson Henry 
advised all present that this 
document would now progress 
to Executive Council who will 
meet next Tuesday; therefore the 
SHCFA can only hope that ExCo 
members will show the same 
professional determination as 
members of EDC and refuse to 
endorse an incomplete document.

On departure from the meeting, 
members of the SHCFA applauded 
the EDC members who had stood 
firm in declining the endorsement 
of the incomplete catch limits.

St Helena Commercial Fishermen’s 
Association (SHCFA)

May 28, 2020

Dear Editor,

Barbara George’s letter 
(Sentinel, 28th May, p2) is about 
waning support for celebration 
of St Helena’s Day.  It’s an issue 
worthy of consideration.  To my 
mind, having a day off mid-
week is not ideal for organising a 
parade.  All the preparations have 
to be compressed into a single 
day, or done the weekend before.  
Might it be better is we moved St 
Helena’s Day celebrations to the 
preceding Monday?  I think most 
people now realise that 21st May 
is not in fact the date on which 
the island was discovered, so if 
the actual date is not material 
celebrating on the Monday is 
far more convenient, and might 
make it easier for people to 
organise a parade worthy of 
commemorating the first event in 
our island’s recorded history.

John Turner, Frith’s Cottage, 
Napoleon Street.

SHG’s Statistics Office last week 
released predictions about what 
St Helena’s Covid-19 infection 
rates would be like if an outbreak 
occurred on the island.

In a ‘worst-case scenario,’ 
which is one without quarantine, 
the Statistics Office estimates 
that 3,600 people –79.4% of the 
islands population – would have 
become infected.

The fatality rate would have 
been at 1.3% – around 46 people.

The Statistics Office however 

said this worst-case scenario 
seems unlikely now St Helena 
has put in place mandatory 
quarantine and social distancing.

“Assuming that mitigation 
measures reduce the number 
of infections to 20% of the 
population[…] the most likely 
number of deaths for St Helena 
would be 11,” the Office estimated.

The Office did not however state 
what percentage of the population 
is in the high-risk category due 
to age, pre-existing conditions 

and other factors that put people 
more “at risk” of having a severe 
case of Covid-19. 

The Office though did say that 
estimating the Infection Fatality 
Rate for Covid-19 is difficult 
because the number of infections 
may not be known accurately 
if mild cases or cases with no 
symptoms (‘asymptomatic’) are 
not identified.

Population numbers were based 
on the 2016 census.

79% of population would have had 
Covid-19 in “worst case scenario”

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Statistics Office releases Covid-19 infection rate estimates

After a few relatively quiet 
weeks, the St Helena Magistrates’ 
Court on Thursday, May 28 had a 
full load of cases.

The first two items were 
applications for liquor licences. 
The first was for the Sandwich 
Bar in the Market and the second 
was the usual extension at Silver 
Hill Bar for the May 30 cricket 
presentation. 

For the first item in the criminal 
session, Mr Julian Thomas stood 
charged with Driving Whilst Over 
the Prescribed Limit. Mr Thomas’ 
case was adjourned so that Mr 
Thomas could challenge the 
breathalyzer test. Although the 
Legal Aid Fund (a fund designed 
to help people access their legal 
rights to a fair trial) denied Mr 
Thomas the funding to get an 
expert to help prove his defence, 
Mr Thomas decided to proceed 
regardless and will now have to 
self-fund the expert. 

Mr Austin Francis appeared 
next, also charged with Driving 

Whilst Over the Prescribed Limit.
According to the prosecution, 

Police Officers attempted to stop 
Mr Francis on Pipe Ridge Pass 
after an officer had spotted that 
one of his vehicle’s lights was 
defective. Mr Francis, who was 
also carrying his partner and 
children in the vehicle, did not 
stop. After police caught up with 
him at his home, he said he had 
not seen the police lights.

Mr Francis pled guilty to the 
charges and was sentenced to an 
18-month driving disqualification 
as well as a £230 fine and £15 in 
court costs. 

For the next item Mr Shane 
Coleman faced the charge of 
Attempted Theft of Cut Fodder. 

Chief Magistrate Duncan Cooke 
questioned the legal status of 
the cut fodder, citing the Theft 
Act, which says that as long as 
wild plants are not taken for 
commercial gain, then it does not 
amount to theft. 

The case was therefore adjourned 

for one week to allow both sides 
to consider this point of law.

Mr Alistair Buckley then 
appeared on charges of Cultivation 
of Cannabis and Unlawfully 
Conveying £50 into the Prison. 

Mr Buckley was offered the 
opportunity to have his case 
heard in the Supreme Court but 
chose instead for it to be heard by 
the Magistrates’ Court.

Mr Buckley pled guilty to both 
charges. He was sentenced to a 
fine of £50 with £15 court costs 
for the cultivation charge, and 
the £50 which was unlawfully 
conveyed into the prison was 
ordered to be paid to Judicial 
Services. 

Finally, Mr Colin Henry appeared 
on a charge of ABH against a 
Prison Officer. Mr Henry applied 
to have his case heard by the 
Supreme Court, which is expected 
to sit in November. 

The case was adjourned for three 
weeks in order for the case to be 
committed to the Supreme Court.

Magistrates’ Court back in full 
swing

Andrew Turner, SAMS

SHG officials are included 
alongside councillors in an 
ongoing investigation into leaked 
ExCo documents, according to an 
SHG spokesperson.

“The investigation extends 
to all Government officials 
that are privy to confidential 
documents discussed at ExCo,” 
the spokesperson said.

The investigation, instigated by 
the Governor and led by Police, 
is taking place to ascertain 
if anybody has been leaking 
information on the PQ Trading 
deal to media. 

According to sources, the 

investigation was sparked by a 
news report informing people 
of an ExCo agenda item on the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
between SHG and PQ Trading Ltd 
– ExCo’s preferred investor for 
fisheries.

Cllr Cyril Leo has this week again 
written to local media about his 
concerns with the investigation. 
He described the move by the 
Governor to investigate elected 
officials without giving them any 
full explanation as “a mistake.”

Cllr Leo said the move was 
colonial and went against the 
increased transparency people 
have been calling for.

SHG officials included 
in information-leak 

investigation
Andrew Turner, SAMS
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Connect St Helena on Friday, 
May 29 signed a long-awaited 
agreement that will potentially see 
the island’s energy needs met 100% 
by renewable energy.

Currently Connect provides about 
24% of the island’s energy needs 
through renewable energy and the 
rest from diesel.

Connect CEO Barry Hubbard at 
a press conference in the Castle 
on Friday afternoon said the 
agreement was a historic moment 
for the island.

The project, for which works 
are already underway, should 
save about 150,000 metric tons of 
carbon emissions over its lifetime 
and boost St Helena’s reputation 
as a climate friendly island with 
“green credentials” (meaning “the 
qualities that show you believe it 
is important to protect the natural 
environment” – something that 
is increasingly significant for 
businesses and countries in today’s 
world).

In fact, the project already won 
St Helena an international award 
two years ago – in May 2018 St 
Helena won a Global ‘Greening the 
Islands’ Award for Energy for a 
project entitled “100% Renewable 
St Helena,” which detailed how the 
PASH agreement aimed to have St 
Helena 100% renewable by 2022.

Two years later, the agreement 
has been signed. 

The Connect CEO also said the 
Power Purchase Agreement should 
allow Connect to significantly 
reduce operating costs.

“Apart from the benefit for green 

credentials, the biggest benefit 
the island will probably see is 
cost, because the cost that we will 
buy electricity [from] PASH for is 
significantly less than the cost of 
diesel,” he said. 

“And then what does that mean 
for the island? It means we don’t 
need so much, or maybe we don’t 
need any subsidy. And maybe even 
one day the electricity consumers 
might see some reductions in their 
bills, which is a really, really great 
possibility at the moment and 
we’ll be looking at that in the next 
Connect business plan now we’ve 
got something solid to work with.”

The initial investments associated 
with the agreement – for instance 
new wind turbines, solar panels and 
renewable energy storage facilities 
– have cost neither Connect nor 
SHG anything up front. 

Instead it is the private, 
international company PASH Global 
that is investing in renewable 
energy storage and production 
for St Helena through the Power 
Purchase Agreement with Connect.

This is now the largest private 
investment in St Helena.

One of PASH’s founders, Kofi 
Owusu Bempah, attended Friday’s 
press conference via video link. 
He said as much local labour and 
upskilling as possible will be 
utilised throughout the project.

The PASH Power Purchase 
Agreement was first announced 
in April 2018 – SHG had said the 
agreement would be “signed within 
10 days.”

Late last year, after more than 

a year of silence regarding the 
project, the Connect CEO told The 
Sentinel that “the unique situation 
on St Helena” had delayed the 
signing process.

“What we asked for was non-
standard; so because it’s a non-
standard contract, it has taken a 
while to get everybody on board,” 
he said. 

Chief Commercial Officer at PASH, 
Paul Smith, at the time said that it 
took a while to get the agreement 
into “a commercially acceptable 
state” but that the project had 
attracted backing from an external 
bank and was “very close to the 
finish line.”

Then, in December 2019 PASH 
released a Renewable Energy 
Strategic Plan and undertook public 
consultation alongside Connect 
St Helena. They outlined plans to 
introduce more batteries to capture 
renewable energy (batteries would 
be placed in three 40ft shipping 
containers at Deadwood, on the 
opposite side of the Haul Road). 
They also planned to expand the 
Ladder Hill solar farm – this 
had already been granted Full 
Development Permission in 2018.

They also outlined plans to 
expand the solar farm – these 
plans for “Installation of Three 
Wind Turbines and Energy Storage 
System at Deadwood Plain” 
were granted full development 
permission in February 2020.

The three new turbines will be 
much larger, but placed alongside 
the 12 already existent at Deadwood 
Plain (it would have taken as many 
as 54 smaller turbines to produce 
the same power as the three larger 
ones). The new turbines should be 
77m high and located at the “most 
northerly upper end” of the Plain.

Connect might eliminate 
subsidy thanks to ‘green’ move

Renewable energy agreement finally signed
Emma Weaver, SAMS The Economic Development 

Committee (EDC) on Thursday, 
May 28 refused to approve an 
incomplete fisheries Catch Limits 
document.

The EDC was being asked to 
endorse legislation regarding 
the catch limits for various fish 
species. 

But the catch limit information 
was incomplete – for instance no 
information was on the document 
regarding catch limits for the 
island’s primary species, tuna. 

“I feel uncomfortable endorsing 
a table that is not complete,” EDC 
member Cllr Christine Scipio said.

The document after the meeting 
had been removed from the 
SHG website, although all other 
documents from the EDC’s May 
28 meeting were still online.

Instead of actual information 
about some species and their 
catch limits, the document said 
things like “to be confirmed based 
on the outcome of the CEFAS 
Fishery Status report,” or “likely 
to be revised following receipt of 
the CEFAS Fishery Status report.”

CEFAS has finished this report 
and given it to SHG, who said 
they “revised” and returned the 
scientific document and are now 

awaiting their requested updates.
EDC members asked SHG 

Officials and members of 
Environment, Natural Resources 
& Planning (ENRP) to state what 
the catch limits were based on, 
considering the CEFAS report 
would decide the final limits 
but had not been used as a basis 
for the current version of the 
document.

Marine Conservation Officer 
Rhys Hobbs said the table was 
based on historical landings.

ENRP Director Darren Duncan 
said that if the EDC approved 
the incomplete document, ExCo 
(chaired by the Governor) could 
later change the missing catch 
limits without needing EDC 
approval. 

The EDC in January had endorsed 
the St Helena Fishing Licensing 
Policy, but the associated catch 
limits had only been added/
updated afterward. Apparently 
the driving force for pushing the 
catch limits document through 
despite it being incomplete, 
was that the Memorandum of 
Understanding that ExCo is 
signing with their preferred 
fisheries investor, PQ Trading 
Ltd, cannot be implemented 
without the catch limits annex 

being attached to the policy. 
After a 30 minute discussion, the 

Chair of EDC, Cllr Lawson Henry 
put the agenda item to a vote.

Cllrs Clint Beard and Christine 
Scipio voted against endorsing 
the document, while Chairman 
Cllr Lawson Henry abstained 
from voting. Cllr Cruyff Buckley 
was not in attendance due to 
another meeting, and the EDC 
Chair ruled that Cllr Gavin Ellick 
was disallowed from voting due 
to conflict of interest, as he owns 
a fishmonger’s business.

The agenda item is now destined 
for ExCo decision – as Chairman 
Cllr Henry said he was obligated 
to send the agenda to the June 2 
ExCo meeting regardless of the 
EDC vote.  

Members of the St Helena 
Commercial Fishermen’s 
Association who were in 
attendance at the meeting said 
they hoped the agenda item would 
be “open” rather than “closed” 
at the June 2 ExCo meeting, “for 
the benefit of members of the 
public.”  

The open ExCo agenda however 
was released Friday afternoon, 
and the fisheries catch limits item 
was not listed.

EDC refuses to endorse incomplete 
fisheries document

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell & Emma Weaver, SAMS

Covid-19 testing is now up and 
running at Bradley’s and within 
the General Hospital’s laboratory. 

The Hospital’s Senior Biomedical 
Scientist, Geoffrey Benjamin 
(pictured), is leading the testing 
programme.

The programme is split into two 
types of test.

The first test involves an RT-
PCR machine. 

This test begins by collection 
of a nose or throat swab, which 
is then transported to the 
laboratory for analysis (analysis 
is taking place in a controlled 
environment sealed off from the 

main laboratory).
The RT-PCR machine is used to 

detect genetic information and to 
test swab samples for Covid-19. 
This is a lengthy process that 
includes inactivation, denaturing 
and amplification of the virus 
which is then analysed in the 
machine to give a final result.

The second test is a Point-of-
Care test that was recommended 
by Public Health England. 

These tests are used when a 
small number of people present 
with symptoms of Covid-19 and 
need to be tested quickly. The 
Point-of-Care tests take less 

time than the RT-PCR machine 
but are slightly less accurate. The 
tests already proved useful when 
one person at Bradley’s recently 
showed flu-like symptoms – 
the Point-of-Care test quickly 
confirmed the person did not 
have Covid-19. 

All residents at Bradley’s camp 
will be tested before they are 
released from quarantine.

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Two types of Covid test now in action

Connect CEO Barry Hubbard speaking during 
Friday’s press conference. He, Board member Mike 

Durnford and one of PASH’s founders signed the 
Power Purchase Agreement a few minutes later.

Connect representatives, board members and key players 
in the PASH agreement - with PASH founder Kofi Owusu 

Bempah on the screen via video link.
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MV Helena delay caused by back loading 
of empty containers  

The MV Helena last week 
departed St Helena two days 
later than scheduled – but this 
should not affect its scheduled 
departure from Cape Town for the 
next voyage, Andrew Weir Ship 
Management said.

The MV Helena had been due to 
depart Monday last week, but 

instead departed Wednesday 
afternoon.

The delay was due to “the 
stevedores being delayed in 
back loading all of the empty 
containers, so the MV Helena 
remained alongside Wednesday 
morning to assist in removing 
as many empties as possible,” 
according to AW Shipping.

The MV Helena was then expected 
to arrive back to Cape Town late 
Wednesday, June 3. The vessel 
should berth on Thursday, June 
4 and depart four days later, with 
arrival back to St Helena set for 
June 15. 

The vessel is scheduled to visit 
Ascension on this voyage.

Donna Crowie, SAMS

20% mb increase extended for next 3 
months 

The 20% increase in broadband 
allowances that lasted April-May 
has now been extended to the end 
of August.

SURE previously announced 
that local broadband allowances 
would be increased 20% at no 
extra charge in April and May, 

to help customers stay in touch 
and work from home during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Late last week, SURE announced 
the increase would now last 
throughout June, July and August.

This is once again due to 
‘supporting the community 

during the current global 
pandemic.’ 

“We trust the additional data has 
assisted our customers to stay in 
touch with friends and family and 
to keep with the current affairs 
online during the challenging 
period for us all,” SURE said.

Donna Crowie, SAMS

Thursday, May 28 was an 
odd day in Jamestown due to a 
long, unscheduled power outage 
and an absolute jam to get into 
Solomon’s Star.

An unscheduled power outage 
occurred just before 10am 
Thursday and took out power 
throughout Jamestown. 

At about 11:40am power was 
restored to Market Street and 
up, but Connect St Helena Ltd. 
said they still had no information 
about power for lower Jamestown. 

Some shops operated their tills 

using battery power, but closed 
their doors for the day once their 
batteries ran out. Power was 
finally restored around 6pm that 
evening.

Because power was out in 
Jamestown offices, more people 
than usual were out in town.

This perhaps added to the 
massive queue that formed 
outside of The Star that morning.

Before 10am a mass of people 
packed onto the sidewalks outside 
The Star, with even more people 
waiting outside the Canister. 

Onion, bread, margarine and 
a variety of other scarce items 
were on sale when the shop doors 
opened soon after 10am. People 
rushed inside to grab the goods, 
and the shop was so packed that 
people afterward said it took them 
around an hour to get through 
the queue for the checkout.

Solomon’s had also announced 
they would be launching a new, 
local “gourmet” coffee brand in 
The Star at 10am. There was a 
small display set up with some 
bags of coffee for sale, but the 
display got quite lost among the 
throngs of people and The Sentinel 
was told no one would be able to 
give any words toward the launch 
of the coffee, due to the rush of 
customers.

Unscheduled power outage and a jam-
packed StarEmma Weaver, SAMS

Rockfall protection works almost finished

Rockfall protection works have 
been progressing well, with only a 
few areas now left to finish.

On Ladder Hill the remaining 
two barriers were set be lifted into 
place mid-week. Ladder Hill and 
Shy roads remain closed 9am-3pm 
weekdays until June 12.

In Jamestown three barriers here 

have been lifted into position above 
the General Hospital and the barriers 
at Maldivia are almost finished, 
with “some snagging works to be 
completed over the coming weeks.” 
These barriers have not yet been 
commissioned into use.

At the Jamestown wharf works are 
on hold due to the recent visit of 

the MV Helena but will recommence 
once MV cargo operations have 
finished. The helicopter will be used 
to assist Can France in building 
a bespoke lightweight catchfence 
just below the wall for Munden’s 
Path, which will extend from the 
Customs & Port Control building to 
the Coal Yard.

At Rupert’s wharf spider netting is 
being lifted daily by the helicopter. 
Almost all remaining barriers in 
Rupert’s have been lifted into 
position and will be constructed 
over the coming weeks.

The newly completed rockfall 
catchfence in Rupert’s Valley 
(pictured - located above the lower 
African Graves site) recently took 
its first hit. On St Helena’s Day, 
rocks from Saddle Battery Ridge 
impacted the barrier. 

“The fence retained all the blocks 
and sustained only minor damage,” 
SHG said.

Andrew Turner, SAMS

ExCo grants itself power to bypass council 
committees

The island’s five ExCo members 
on Tuesday voted to allow the five 
committee chairpersons – to allow 
themselves – to bypass their own 
committees.

This was decided during the June 2 
ExCo meeting, when ExCo approved 
a change to the Council Committees 
Orders & Directions.

This change allows the 
chairperson of each of the five 
council committees to bypass their 
committee. 

Because the chairs of each of 
the five committees are the five 
members of ExCo, this change 
means that the five ExCo members 
have just granted themselves the 
power to bypass the rest of the 12 
elected members in committee 
stage.

The ExCo memo for the meeting 
says that the power should be used 
to “address the situation where 
a Committee is unable to make a 
decision and a reasonable amount 
of time has passed.”

It does not define what a 

“reasonable amount of time” is nor 
does it set a minimum amount of 
time before the Chair can bypass 
the committee. 

The rule does allow any committee 
members who disagree with the 
Chair’s decision to appeal; but all 
appeals will go to the Governor, 
who sits as Chair of ExCo.

According to the documents 
presented at the ExCo meeting, 
SHG imagines this change in policy 
will have “no direct public/social 
impact.” 

The documents say “a positive 
public reaction is expected.” 

One ExCo member raised concern 
with the proposal. Cllr Anthony 
Green said that he “wouldn’t want 
to see this as a way to just get things 
through quickly.” 

ExCo is comprised of the chairs 
of the Education & Employment 
Committee (Cllr Clint Beard), 
Environment & Natural Resources 
Committee (Cllr Russell Yon), 
Economic Development Committee 
(Cllr Lawson Henry), Public Health 

Committee (Cllr Derek Thomas) 
and the Social & Community 
Development Committee (Cllr 
Anthony Green). The Governor is 
the chairperson of ExCo.

Andrew Turner, SAMS
Derek 
Thomas

Anthony 
Green

Russell 
Yon

Lawson 
Henry

Clint 
Beard

Governor 
Dr Philip 
Rushbrook
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English Premier League Plans to Resume 
June 17

The English Premier League, the 
most-watched sports league in the 
world, plans to resume play on June 
17 after a two-month hiatus caused 
by the coronavirus pandemic, 
league officials announced on 
Thursday.

The resumption of soccer in 
England follows Germany’s 
Bundesliga, which began play 
last week. It adds momentum to a 
comeback of sports, with several 
North American leagues also 
making plans to find a way back 
to play. Serie A, which has been 
suspended since March 10 in hard-
hit Italy, announced on Thursday 
that it would also return, on June 
20.

The Premier League’s return 
would come after weeks of 
uncertainty amid disagreement 
among teams over the possibilities. 
Germany’s successful return to 
action earlier this month, with the 
league completing two rounds of 
action without incident, helped 
build consensus among executives 
of England’s leading teams who 
would have faced huge losses 
should the season be called off.

The agreement still requires final 
clearance from British authorities.

In recent days, momentum had 
been building that the league 
would return to action after similar 
moves to complete the season 
without fans in a growing number 
of leagues across Europe. English 
teams earlier this week agreed to 
protocols for the resumption of full 
contact practice, a necessary step 
before competing in games again.

The first games on the schedule 
will be Aston Villa hosting Sheffield 
United and Arsenal’s visit to 
Manchester City. Those games were 
postponed earlier in the season 
because of a clash in the calendar.

Several setbacks had suggested 
that the Premier League might not 
find a solution to completing the 
season. Some players raised doubts 
about returning to action during the 
pandemic, and a number of smaller 
teams objected to the possibility of 
having to play the remaining games 
at neutral sites. Some of the more 
high-profile games are almost 
certain to be played at secondary 
venues to help manage crowds.

Slowly, the league’s various 

stakeholders coalesced around 
the need to try to restart, with 
the realities of not completing 
the season becoming clearer. 
There would be a thicket of legal 
issues, most notably related to 
deciding which three teams would 
be relegated to the second tier, a 
demotion worth tens of millions of 
pounds. A punishing rebate would 
also be owed to domestic and global 
broadcasters that pay more for the 
Premier League than any other 
national soccer championship.

The Premier League’s restart plans 
have received regular support from 
the British government, with senior 
lawmakers regularly talking up the 
possibility of games being played 
should strict hygiene regulations be 
met.

The league has recently conducted 
three rounds of tests on players and 
staff, which resulted in 12 positive 
tests out of 2,752 administered. 
The tests are required to take place 
twice weekly, with anyone who 
tests positive told to self-isolate for 
seven days before being cleared to 
return.

Tariq Panja, New York Times

SpaceX Nasa: Astronauts on historic 
mission

“This is the first time in human 
history NASA astronauts have 
entered the Space Station from a 
commercially made spacecraft,” 
NASA tweeted May 31 after US 
astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob 
Behnken docked with, and entered, 
the International Space Station 
(ISS) during a historic mission.

Their Dragon capsule - supplied 
and operated by the private SpaceX 
company - attached to the bow 
section of the orbiting lab 422km 
above China.

After a wait for leak, pressure 
and temperature checks, the pair 

disembarked to join the Russian 
and American crew already on the 
ISS.

Hurley and Behnken launched 
from Florida on Saturday.

Theirs is the first crew outing 
launched from American soil to 
orbit since the retirement of the US 
space agency (Nasa) shuttles nine 
years ago.

The mission marks the beginning 
of a new era in which Nasa will be 
purchasing transport services from 
the commercial sector. No more will 
it own and operate the American 
vehicles that run to and from the 

station.
This will be done exclusively by 

firms such as SpaceX of Hawthorne, 
California, which is led by tech 
billionaire Elon Musk.

Confirmation of the Dragon’s 
attachment at the ISS came at 14:16 
GMT on Sunday, 19 hours after 
leaving the Kennedy Space Center 
atop a Falcon rocket also provided 
by SpaceX.

The docking was a fully automated 
process; Hurley and Behnken had 
no need to get involved - although 
they had practised some manual 
flying on approach.

Jonathan Amos, BBC News

This month’s full moon will 
come on June 5. From this time 
on, the famous constellation 
Scorpius will begin rising in the 
evening skies towards the east. 

Scorpius is one of the oldest 
known constellations. The 
Sumerians called it “the scorpion” 
about 5,000 years ago. In Greek 
mythology, the great hunter 
Orion once boasted that he could 
kill all the animals on the earth. 
The Earth Goddess heard him 
and sent a scorpion (Scorpius) to 
test him. In the fight, Scorpius 
stung the giant to death but was 
killed in the process. It was such a 

St Helena Astronomy Club, Contributed

Stargazing St Helena

hard-fought battle that it caught 
the eye of Zeus, who enshrined 
the scorpion in the night sky for 
all eternity. 

The best time for viewing 
Scorpius, and the majestic band 
of the Milky Way stretching out 
on either side, will be around the 
new moon on June 21. This new 
moon will also cause an annular 
solar eclipse (sadly not visible 
from St Helena). A solar eclipse 
is where the Moon comes directly 
in front of the Sun. An annular 
eclipse happens when the Moon 
is at its furthest from the Earth. 
Because of this distance, it 
doesn’t appear large enough to 

fully cover the Sun’s face, causing 
an annulus (or ring) of the Sun to 
shine around the Moon. 

The St Helena Astronomy Club’s 
next stargazing evening will be at 
8pm June 23 at High Knoll Fort. 
All welcome, including kids.

May 28, 2020

May 28, 2020

Naiya Skye Morice

On April 21 the Morice family was blessed with the perfect surprise – a baby daughter and sister, 
Naiya Skye, who weighed a healthy 7lb 9oz at birth.

Parents Cheryl and Morgan told The Sentinel it was a perfect surprise as they had chosen not to 
know the sex of the baby before the arrival. They said they are now blessed to have their “peach and 
pears.”

Big brother Gael, age 2, adores his little sister. 
Mummy and daddy are doing very well and are over the moon to have their family completed. They 

are settling into life as a family of four. 
Cheryl and Morgan would like to thank midwives Rosie Mittens and Erica Bowers for all the care 

and attention over the last few months and especially during the arrival of baby Naiya. They also 
thank Dr Francisco and the staff at the General Hospital who took care of them whilst in hospital. 

“Absolute thanks to mum and nanny Eileen for being there when we needed her the most, and to 
all our family and friends for all messages and gifts,” the couple said. “We are truly blessed.”

Donna Crowie, SAMS
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Public Library Service

Book of 
the Week

 The Fruit Tree Handbook is a clear, 
practical guide for both amateur and 
expert. It explains all you need to know 
in order to grow delicious fruit, from 
designing your orchard and planting 
your trees to harvesting your produce.

Apples, pears, plums, cherries, 
apricots, peaches and nectarines, as 
well as less common fruits such as 
mulberries, medlars and figs, are 
covered in detail, with recommended 
varieties of each.

Fruit tree expert Ben Pike describes 
all the pest and disease problems 
you may encounter and advises on 
how to deal with them. He explains 
about choosing rootstocks and 
suitable varieties for your needs, and 
illuminates the mysteries of pruning 
with step-¬by-step instructions and 
detailed diagrams. The book features 
beautiful colour pictures throughout.

The Fruit Tree Handbook conveys 
a deep respect for the natural world, 
showing how to cultivate healthy trees 
through good management, and also 
includes chapters on restoring an old 
orchard and setting up a community 
orchard.

Whether you are planting one or two 
trees in your garden or 50 trees in a 
field; or whether you need help with 
pruning your apple tree or advice on 
looking after a victoria plum tree, this 
book provides the expert guidance 
you need and you can look forward 
to being rewarded with basketfuls of 
luscious fruit at harvest time.

Please reserve by contacting the 
following:-

Telephone Number: 22580
Email: publiclibrary@helanta.co.sh.

Peanut butter cookies
MAKES 16

With just three ingredients, these 
simple peanut butter cookies will 
delight kids and grown-ups alike 

Ingredients
200g peanut butter  (crunchy or 

smooth is fine)
175g golden caster sugar

¼ tsp fine table salt
1 large egg

Method
Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4 
and line 2 large baking trays with 

baking parchment.
Measure the peanut butter and 

sugar into a bowl. Add ¼ tsp fine 
table salt and mix well with a 

wooden spoon. Add the egg and 
mix again until the mixture forms 

a dough.
Break off cherry tomato sized 

chunks of dough and place, well 
spaced apart, on the trays. Press 
the cookies down with the back 
of a fork to squash them a little. 

The cookies can now be frozen for 

2 months, cook from frozen adding 
an extra min or 2 to the cooking 

time.
Bake for 12 mins, until golden 

around the edges and paler in the 
centre. Cool on the trays for 10 

mins, then transfer to a wire rack 
and cool completely. Store in a 

cookie jar for up to 3 days.

Angelina Jolie
45 years old

Today’s famous 
birthday

ON THIS DAY
22-year-old man sneaks into wheel 
pod of a jet parked in Havana and 
survives 9-hr flight to Spain despite 

thin oxygen levels at 29,000 ft
On June 4, 1969

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL IF ALL
PARISHONERS COULD RESPECT SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES.

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

Sunday 7 June – Trinity Sunday 
9.00am Sung Eucharist with Spiritual 

Communion
Cathedral

3.30 pm Sung Eucharist and 
Ordination with Spiritual
Communion

Cathedral

The Parish of St James

Sunday 7 June Trinity Sunday 
9.30am Sung Eucharist with Spiritual 

Communion
St James

The Parish of St Matthew

Sunday 7 June Trinity Sunday 
9.30am Sung Eucharist with Spiritual 

Communion
St Matthew

Bus pickup time 9.10 am on the Green

.
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BAPTIST CHURCH
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Prayer Meeting
 at the home of Anthony and Elaine 
Hopkins at Sapperway on Saturday 
6th June at 8am

Praise and Worship service
 on Sunday 7th June at 11am at No 3 
Unit Longwood Enterprise Park
Sermon Focus Why Am I Here?
Sunday school at 11:30 am

Cell Meetings:

Tuesday 9th June at Sandy Bay 
Community Centre at 7:00pm. The 
Purpose driven Life

Wednesday 10th June 
at he home of Anthony and Elaine 
Hopkins at Sapper Way at 7:30pm 
and also at No 3 UNIT LEP
The Purpose Driven Life.
The DVD rental and Christian 
Bookshop will be open on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday from 10am – 
12 noon.
All are welcome.
For further information contact 
23249 

Sunday Service
7th June

Sandy Bay Chapel                08.45 pm
Head O’Wain Chapel            10.45 pm
Jamestown Chapel                 6.00 pm

Bible Studies
Bible Studies

Tuesday - 9th June
Baptist Schoolroom  7.00 pm

Thursday - 11th June
Sandy Bay Chapel                  5.30 pm   

Friday - 12th June
Blue Hill (Vince & Vilma’s)                  

5.30 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME
For further information contact:

Tel No 24644 or 24438 
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BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

               
     

“Knowledge is like unto wings for the 
being, and is a ladder for ascending.
   To acquire knowledge is incumbent 

on all, but of those sciences which may 
profit the people of the earth, and not 
such sciences as begin in mere words, 

and end in mere words.”
 - Baha’i Scripture 

 DEVOTIONAL MEETINGS
TEMPORARILY  SUSPENDED

     Telephone 24342

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS COMING 
WEEKEND ARE AS FOLLOWS:

FRIDAY 5TH JUNE 2020
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SHOP OPEN 

FROM 10AM TO 1PM

SUNDAY 7TH JUNE  2020
MORNING SERVICE AT THE HALF 

TREE HOLLOW HALL AT 11AM.  ALL 
ARE WARMLY WELCOME.

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER 
MEETING AND BIBLE STUDY AT 

THE HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL AT 
7.30PM.  ALL ARE WELCOME.

THERE IS ALWAYS A WARM WELCOME 
FOR YOU AT THE SALVATION ARMY.

If you would like to know more about 
The Salvation Army’s activities, 

contact Majors Nhlanhla and 
Priscilla Ziqubu on telephone Nos  

22543/22703.
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CUSTODY SUITE CONSTRUCTION
The St Helena Police Directorate invites Expressions of Interest to provide any or all of the following three phases of 

construction for the new Custody Suite at Coleman House, Jamestown. The contractor(s) will need to be able to provide 
all relevant skills and equipment. The works will be carried out under the direction of the client or the client’s nominated 
representative. The contractor will be responsible for carrying out the work detailed in the project plan and the client 
may consider providing all construction major materials.

The phases of construction are as follows:
Phase 1 – Demolition
• Safe demolition of current buildings
• Safe removal and disposal of all waste materials
• Clean up and hand over
Phase 2 – Excavation
• Excavations to foundations
• Safe removal and disposal of all waste materials
• Secure excavations
• Clean up and hand over
Phase 3 – Construction to completion (including)
• Substructure (concrete to foundations)
• Superstructure
• Drainage
• Electrics, plumbing, painting and decoration
• Clean up and hand over
For further information, please contact the Prison Manager, Ms Heidi Murray, on telephone number: 22541 or email: 

heidi.murray@sainthelena.gov.sh.
Completed Expressions of Interest should be deposited at the HM Prison Reception, Jamestown, by 12 noon on Friday, 

19 June 2020.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is not being advertised overseas.
SHG
2 June 2020

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

 

Public Solicitor Office receives full Lexcel re-accreditation
The Public Solicitor Office’s third year full re-accreditation application for Lexcel England and 
Wales has been successful. Our membership is awarded for three years from 31/05/2020 
until 30/05/2023, with annual maintenance visits in years two and three.

The Public Solicitor Office has been a pilot for the Law Society to test remote assessment of 
firms and offices.Due to the success of our pilot, remote assessment has been adopted 
nationwide in England and Wales as a result of Covid-19 lockdown.

Lexcel is the Law Society of England& Wales' legal practice quality mark for practice 
management and client care.

HE Governor Rushbrook comments ‘The sustained high standard in the Public Solicitor’s 
Office is a marvellous achievement. To be awarded full re-accreditation for the third year 
running by Lexcel and to have pioneered the Law Society’s testing arrangements for remote 
assessment of firms and offices show the well-deserved international recognition of the team 
we have working for the people of St Helena’.

Chief Justice Ekins comments “I am aware that the Public Solicitor’s Office has been 
awarded Lexcel full re-accreditation for a three year period commencing 31st May 2020. The 
achievement that the award represents should not be underestimated.  It is an award made 
only to law firms able to demonstrate an ability to achieve and maintain the highest of 
standards.  It is an award, therefore, that reflects the commitment and ability of each 
member of the Public Solicitor’s office and all should be commended.  To single individuals 
out for special mention is a practice usually to be avoided but in this instance it is only right 
to acknowledge the contribution of the Acting Public Solicitor, Mrs Helen Scott.  Mrs Scott 
played a significant role when the Public Solicitor’s Office was first awarded Lexcel 
accreditation under the then Public Solicitor, Mr N Aldridge. The Office has continued since 
then to provide a service of high quality to the community of St Helena, a service maintained 
even in the present difficult times. The Public Solicitor’s Office plays a crucial role in the 
administration of justice on St Helena, a role it discharges with distinction. I offer my heartfelt 
congratulations to everyone at the Office for this demonstration of their continued high 
achievement.”

SAMS 
offers video 
filming and 
production 

for weddings 
& events.

Check out  
https://vimeo.

com/344970081
Contact: news@sams.sh
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Enterprise St Helena (ESH) invites Expressions of Interest from Private Sector individuals who are interested in serving on its 
Board of Directors or its three Subcommittees: Tourism, Business Development and Investment, or Finance, Governance and 
Audit.  

The function of the Board is to promote and facilitate economic development on St Helena, in line with the Island’s Sustainable 
Economic Development Plan (SEDP), with input from and liaison with its Subcommittees. 

A copy of the Terms of Reference for Board and individual Subcommittees, together with a form to register an interest can be 
collected from Reception at the ESH Office, Ladder Hill Business Park or can be requested electronically via email: 
natasha.bargo@esh.co.sh.  Completed forms, accompanied by a current Curriculum Vitae, should be submitted to the Board 
Secretary, Natasha Bargo by 22 June 2020.   

It should be noted that registering an interest does not guarantee an appointment to Board or a Subcommittee.  

Enabling Tourism and Economic Growth 

For further information please contact the Board Secretary on telephone No. 22920 or via email: natasha.bargo@esh.co.sh  

Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill | Tel: +290 22920 | Email: info@esh.co.sh 
Visit us online Business and Investment: www.investinsthelena.com | Tourism: www.sthelenatourism.com 

DRAFT COMPANY REGISTRY POLICY OUT FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION
St Helena Government, with support from Orgueil Consulting, are developing a Company Registry Policy for 

St Helena. The draft Policy is available online at: www.sainthelena.gov.sh/government/public-consultation/ 
The Sustainable Economic Development Plan (SEDP), as endorsed by the Economic Development Committee 

in 2018, supports growth of exports in order to attract more money to St Helena, and become Altogether 
Wealthier. 

Many jurisdictions work to provide competitive Company Registry services for globally operating companies 
to attract international revenues. St Helena regularly reviews revenue generating opportunities and this 
paper has been put together to move forward development of St Helena’s Company Registry to provide a 
better, more transparent and more attractive service to customers whilst ensuring that SHG keeps abreast of 
international requirements.

Modernisation of St Helena’s Company Registry is timely, as the EU’s new Economic Substance Requirements 
legislation will require tax policy on St Helena to be transparent and fair. 

St Helena Government, in developing its Company Registry, followed the principles of:
•         Openness and transparency 
•         Sound Business Practice
•         Non-discriminatory taxation 
•         Anti-tax avoidance
The consultation on the draft Policy will run for a period of six weeks ending on Tuesday, 14 July 2020. If 

you would like to respond to this consultation, please respond through our online survey at: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/CompanyRegisterPolicy2020 or respond by email to Chief Economist, Nicole Shamier, 
via: nicole.shamier@sainthelena.gov.sh or by phone on (+290 22470) by the deadline date. Furthermore, we 
will be giving a presentation relating to this consultation to companies on St Helena. This will be held on 
Thursday, 18 June 2020, from 4pm to 5pm in the Council Chamber at the Castle. 

SHG
2 June 2020

 

School Holiday Activity Day for Children 6 to 12 years old.       

On: Wednesday 10th June 

From: 10 am – 3pm 

At: The Baptist church hall, Jamestown. £2.50 per child 

Many activities during the day including: Art and Craft, Cupcake icing competition,  
Learn to play Ukulele, Fun Drama session, Zumba workout, 
Board games etc. 
Design your own mini pizza lunch and popcorn provided.  

Numbers limited. Please email creativesainthelena@gmail.com 
to register or call 23988 for further details. 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM
The St Helena Police Directorate invites Expressions of Interest to provide a Project Management Team 

(PMT) to support the design implementation and construction of the new Custody Suite at Coleman House, 
Jamestown. The relevant Project Team will have appropriate and complementary professional, technical and 
specialist skills in secure facilities. Under the direction of the client, the PMT will be responsible for carrying 
out the work detailed in the Project Plan.

The team will need to be able to demonstrate a proven track record in the following areas:
• Large Construction Projects
• Stakeholder engagement (Local & Overseas e.g. the UK Ministry of Justice)
• Project Management including management of subcontractors
• International Supplier & Customer Relationship Management
• Contract, Procurement & Logistics Management in remote locations
• Risk Management & Problem Solving
• Project Assurance & Document Control
• Access to relevant technical support as required
• Able to work within a national security framework
• Management of Health and Safety across all disciplines
For further information, please contact the Prison Manager, Ms Heidi Murray, on telephone number: 22541 

or email: heidi.murray@sainthelena.gov.sh.
Completed Expressions of Interest should be deposited at the HM Prison Reception, Jamestown, by 12 noon 

on Friday, 19 June 2020.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is not being advertised overseas.

SHG
2 June 2020

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
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PRESS RELEASE: Increase in Broadband Inclusive Allowances

Increase of Broadband Inclusive Allowances continued for June

through August 2020

Sure is pleased to advise customers that the current 20% increase in Broadband inclusive

allowances which were in place for April and May 2020 to support the community during

the current global pandemic; will remain in place for the months of June through August

2020.

We trust the additional data has assisted our customers to stay in touch with friends and

family and to keep up with current affairs online during this challenging period for us all.

Should you have any questions regarding the above changes; please contact our Customer

Services team on telephone +22900 or email us at service@sure.co.sh

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

ROAD CLOSURE
LADDER HILL AND SHY ROAD
The Highways Authority has given 

approval for Ladder Hill Road and Shy Road 
to be closed from Monday, 1 June, to Friday, 
12 June 2020, from 9am to 3pm (weekdays 
only) to allow final rockfall protection 
measures to be installed above Ladder Hill 
Road. This closure also includes the Public 
Holidays on 1 June and 8 June 2020. 
 As normal, only Emergency Service 

vehicles will be granted access. Other drivers 
needing to travel in and out of Jamestown 
during this time must travel across country 
via Side Path Road or Constitution Hill 
Road.
CAN France would like to apologise for 

any inconvenience caused and thank the 
public in advance for their continued 
understanding and cooperation.

SHG / CAN France / Fairhurst
26 May 2020

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT

JAMESTOWN WHARF ACCESS RESTRICTIONS
Port Control would like to advise that access to the 

Jamestown Wharf will be restricted to members of the public 
from Friday, 5 June 2020, for approximately one week, 
including the Public Holiday on 8 June.

The restrictions will be in place between 7am to 11.30am 
and 12.30pm to 4.30pm, weekdays only (Monday to Friday).

These access restrictions are to allow CAN France to carry 
out rockfall protection measures on the wall along Sisters 
Walk.

Traffic marshalls will be in place to direct Wharf users and:
• No parking will be permitted at any time at Jamestown 

Wharf (from the first security barrier to the End Steps) unless 
authorised by Port Control

• Parking is available on the Seafront, as far as the Swimming 
Pool

• Pedestrian access will be via a shuttle bus from the first 
security barrier (outside the Customs & Port Control building) 
to the End Steps, running approximately every 20 minutes.

There are no alterations to the ferry boat timetable or 
landing point.

HM Customs would like to advise customers that cargo can 
still be collected from the upper Wharf area from the barrier 
to Thompsons crane. If you are required to collect cargo from 
the Lower Wharf then prior arrangements should be made 
with Customs to minimise waiting times.

The public is thanked in advance for their understanding 
and cooperation. 

SHG
2 June 2020
.

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT

RUPERT’S JETTY AND BEACH 
CLOSURE

The public is advised that the Rupert’s Jetty 
and Beach will remain closed to the public until 
further notice, including the Public Holiday on 8 
June.

These restrictions are to allow the continued 
construction of rockfall protection measures and 
the laying of ducting for St Helena’s fibre optic 
cable.

Access to Rupert’s Jetty is available for 
emergency services’ and essential access through 
prior arrangement with CAN France. 

The date for the reopening of Rupert’s Jetty and 
Beach will be announced via the local media in 
due course. 

The public is thanked in advance for their 
understanding and cooperation. 

SHG
2 June 2020

Get full-colour, PDF copies of The 
Sentinel sent directly to your email 
every Thursday morning, for just £3 
a month!

WISH YOU COULD SEE THIS 
IN COLOUR?
Live abroad, and tired of waiting until 
Monday for The Sentinel? visit www.sams.sh/membership.html or email news@sams.sh

Glad Tidings magazine will help 
you understand the Bible and how 
God’s plan for His future Kingdom 
on earth will affect you. If you 
would like it delivered FREE for 
6 months - fill in these details and 
send them to the address below.

Your Name (BLOCK CAPITALS 
please)

___________________________________________________________________

Address   ________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________ Country ___________________

Write for the offer to:
CBM, C/o Apartment 9, Scarlet Oak, 911-913 

Warwick Rd,Solihull,
UK,B91 3EP

GladTidings
OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
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GUIDANCE & TIPS FOR PATIENTS 
 
Reduce your risk factors 
 
Mouth Hygiene 
Poor mouth hygiene is the 
biggest cause of gum 
problems. Brushing your 
teeth twice a day is  
important. Try to spend 
two minutes each time, 
and work your way around 
your mouth methodically 
so that you don’t miss any 
areas. 
 

Smoking 
Toxins in cigarette smoke 
directly harm your gums 
and also make your gums 
heal more slowly. Smoking 
also stains teeth and                
causes bad breath. Speak 
to the ‘stop smoking’ team 
for help with quitting. 

 
Diabetes 
Poorly controlled diabetes reduces your ability to 
heal well. Diabetics are far more likely to suffer 
with advanced gum problems unless their mouth 
hygiene is good and their diabetes is well                    
controlled. Speak to the diabetic nursing team for 
help controlling your sugars. 

For most people it is best to use an electric  
toothbrush, or a manual ‘normal’ toothbrush 
which has soft bristles and a small head—you will 
be able to reach all the areas of your mouth and 
are less likely to damage your gums. 

Floss, tape or interdental brushes (TePe brushes 
or similar) can help you clean between your teeth 
where your toothbrush cannot reach. 

 
Mouthwash can help you to 
rinse food debris away after 
mealtimes.  
The dentist or hygienist might 
recommend a medicated 
mouthwash if you are having 
treatment for gum disease.  
 

It is always a good idea to see the dental team 
every 6-12 months so they can check for cavities, 
gum problems and mouth cancer.  
If you have active gum disease you should see 
the hygienist every three months for ongoing gum 
treatment. 

For further information contact the Dental Clinic, tel. 22500  
Dental Clinic, General Hospital, Jamestown, St Helena, STHL 1ZZ 

You can prevent gum disease and improve your gum health by brushing your teeth thoroughly 
twice a day, cleaning between your teeth and stopping smoking. 

DENTAL HEALTH MATTERS 
NATIONAL SMILE MONTH 18 May—18 June 2020 

  During ‘Smile Month’ the Dental Department would like to remind the 
public of the importance of a healthy mouth. 

 
WEEK 3 discusses gum disease, along with ways to prevent and treat it. 

GUM DISEASE 
 
What is gum disease? 
Periodontal (gum) disease is a chronic condition where gums are inflamed, may become infected, and 
which causes teeth to become loose and ‘shaky’ over time if not treated.  
 
What causes gum disease? 
Gum disease is caused by poor oral/mouth hygiene i.e. poor toothbrushing. Plaque is the sticky layer 
of bacteria and food debris that toothbrushing removes. If plaque is left on teeth for long periods it 
causes damage to the gums and makes them get puffy, soft and bleed more. Over time the gums will 
shrink and the bone holding the teeth in the jaw will be damaged. The end result is that teeth will get 
loose and may either need to be extracted or may fall out on their own. 
 
What can be done? 
The best way to prevent and treat gum disease is for you to remember to clean your teeth twice each 
day and to do so thoroughly. By doing this you will prevent the plaque causing damage to the gums. 
For people who already have gum disease you will need to see the dental team for scaling (cleaning)  
of your teeth and gums. Mild gum disease may only require a ‘scale and polish’ but advanced gum                 
disease may need regular sessions of ‘deep cleaning’ in order to treat it properly. 

For Sale on Ascension 
5.5m Humber RIB with 55hp Mariner Marathon 2 stroke outboard and 

road trailer 

An ex RAF dive boat with cylinder rack 

2006 Nissan Xtrail Columbia dCi black 2.2l diesel 
New cam belt and clutch repair kit fitted in April 

2006 Peugeot 307 CC silver cabriolet 2.0l diesel 
 

For further information please call Andy Hobson on +247 64687 or email at 
andrew.c.hobson@gmail.com 

Golf Report for Sunday, May 31

Once a month the St Helena 
Golf Club hosts a monthly medal 
competition. The format is always 
standard - 18-Hole Strokeplay 
competition. 

Strokeplay competitions are 
often used to adjust handicaps, 
especially for the monthly medal 
competition. 

This month the event attracted 
19 players. At tee-off time it was 
just cloudy with a light breeze. 
Someone had mentioned that it 
would be a dry afternoon. He lied. 

The clouds became very 

pregnant and gave birth to 
rain. Umbrellas and waterproof 
clothing immediately emerged 
from the fat golf bags (now you 
know what they keep in those 
bags). The game became more 
challenging especially for golfers 
like KJ who hate playing in the 
rain. At the end it was those who 
were consistent and unbowed by 
the rain that emerged tops. 

First prize and winner of the 
monthly medal was Mr Arthur 
Young with nett 66 playing off 
14 handicap, followed in second 
place by handicap 17 Mr Gerald 
George with nett 67. Each of their 
handicaps dropped by one after 
the competition. Congratulations 
gentlemen for your well-deserved 
prizes. 

There was no two-ball pool 
winner.

The committee of management 
is pleased to announce that junior 
members competition/training is 
scheduled to resume on Saturday, 
July 25 and will be held every 

last Saturday of the month 
thereafter. Details on start times 
will follow in due course. Should 
any member of the Club be aware 
of any former golfer who is keen 
to resume golfing but is unable 
due to financial constraints, 
kindly inform any member of the 
committee and we will endeavor 
to reach out to them and to 
support them in getting back to 
golf.

On Sunday, June 7 the Club will be 
hosting The Furrows Strokeplay 
competition sponsored by Mr and 
Mrs Foxy. Tee off is 12:00. This 
will be a challenging competition 
where hitting your ball to the 
wrong fairway will be deemed out 
of bounds. Stroke and distance 
rules will apply. Registration 
is ongoing through the usual 
channels. 

For more pictures and 
information like our Facebook 
page @shgc.org.sh

Wish you all a great weekend of 
fun…!

SHGC, Contributed
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Levelwood Allstarz grab 8th consecutive 
league title and RMS T20 Cup

and are runners-up in Knockouts

2020 football season to begin June 13

Player of the
Season:
Gareth Johnson 
of Levelwood 
Allstarz

Best batting
average 
in the league
(112): Brett Isaac
of Pirates

Best bowling average in the league 
(8.09): David Francis of Allstarz

Most sixes in the league 
(34): Chris Owen of 
Woodpeckers

Most wickets 
in the RMS 
T20 Cup: 
Damian Burns 
of Jamestown 
Heat

Best batting 
average (117.5) in the 
RMS T20 Cup; 
and Young Player 
of the Season:
Sean Lee Thomas
of Challengers

Best bowling 
average (7.09) 
in the RMS T20 Cup;
best batting
average (88.00) 
in the District Cup;
highest ever St 
Helena cricket 
score (230); and 
batting average of 
the season (69.87): 
Andrew Yon
of Challengers

Wicket 
Keeper of the 
Season; and 
most ducks: 
Makyle Fuller, 
Mustangs

Best bowling 
average in the 
District Cup 
(7.50): Melvyn 
Henry

The 2020 football season is due 
to kick off Saturday, June 13.

With no confirmed cases of 
Covid-19 on St Helena and 
quarantine facilities in place for 
infrequent arrivals, the St Helena 
Football Association felt it was 
safe to start the island’s 2020 
football season.

On Tuesday evening, May 26 the 
St Helena Football Association 
held a meeting during which a 
total of eight teams registered for 
the upcoming season.

The teams were:
Rovers – captained by Rico 

Benjamin; 
Saints – captained by Nick 

Stevens; 
Wirebirds – captained by Alex 

Osborne; 
Harts – captained by Mike E 

Williams; 
Crystal Rangers – captained by 

Declan Clifford; 
Lakers – captained by Liam Yon; 
Bellboys – captained by Wayne 

Crowie;
Axis – captained by Luke 

Bennett.
The season will kick off at 1pm 

Saturday, June 13 with a match 

between Rovers and Axis. 
This will be followed by a 

3pm match between Saints and 
Bellboys.

On Sunday, June 14 Wirebirds 
will play Lakers at 1pm, and Harts 
will play Crystal Rangers at 3pm.

The St Helena Football 
Association is reminding captains 
and players that entrance fees 
sould be paid into the bank by 
Thursday, June 11 and receipts  
need to be presented to the 
committee at the next meeting, 
scheduled for 7pm Thursday, 
June 11 at New Horizons. 

Most runs 
in the RMS 
T20 Cup 
(342):
Scott Crowie, 
Jamestown
Heat

Most catches in the 
league (6): Clayton Leo, 
Allstarz

Most sixes 
in the T20
(27); and 
highest 
score in the 
first round 
of Knockouts 
(61*): Ross 
Henry of 
Levelwood Allstarz 

Most catches 
in the RMS T20 (6 each):
Scott Crowie & David 
Reynolds, Heat

District winners – Half Tree Hollow

League runners-up and Knockout plate 
winners – Jamestown Heat

Donna Crowie, SAMS

Knockout spoon winners – Woodpeckers 
(first ever team to have retained the spoon)

District runners-up – Levelwood

Most decorated 
catcher – caught 
one and dropped 

27 – Luke Bennett
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Challengers win Knockout Cup after best 
final match in years

Royal Challengers showed grit 
and determination and an awful 
lot of skill to win the knockout 
Tournament as the St Helena 
Cricket Association 2020 season 
came to an exciting finish on 
Francis Plain this past weekend.

The Royal Challengers won 
the toss and elected to bat, a 
somewhat surprising decision 
from Captain Cliff Richards, who 
explained at the end that setting 
a target against Levelwood was 
what the Challengers did best and 
again it proved to be the case.

The final result then of the 2020 
knockout competition – Royal 
Challengers 122/6 in 20 overs 
(Sean-Lee Thomas 34, Mike-e 
Williams 26, Gareth Johnson 
3/26) beat Levelwood Allstarz 114 
in 17.5 overs (Ross Henry 34, Jordi 
Henry 3/13, Andrew Yon 2/21) by 
8 runs.

It was the Challengers who won 
the toss and elected to bat first, 
they boarded 122. Levelwood 
Allstarz had to achieve a target 
that was well within their 
ability, but on the contrary, they 

succumbed on 114 and lost the 
match by eight runs.

As the opening duo of Challengers 
arrived, it was expected a good 
start from them. Andrew Yon 
and Alex Langham provided 
them with a steady start, but by 
the end of power-play, Allstars 
had the upper hand. Challengers 
score was 29/2 after the end of 
six overs and both their openers 
were back in pavilion then. Then 
there was a healthy partnership 
between Mike-e Williams and 
Sean-Lee Thomas for the third 
wicket, they added 62 runs. But 
as soon as Williams departed, 
there was again a mini collapse 
and after 16 overs, Challengers 
were 98 with half of their team 
back in pavilion. In the end, they 
managed to get 122 on the board. 
In bowling, Gareth Johnson was 
best of the bowlers for Levelwood 
Allstarz as his figures were 3/26. 
Brendon Leo too was excellent 
with his 2/9 in his quota of four 
overs.

Allstars’ problems started 
with Gareth Johnson, the star 
performer with the ball faced as 

many as seven deliveries and was 
out on zero without troubling 
the scorers. It was Ross Henry 
who kept the score-board ticking 
before he was dismissed for 34. 
In the middle-order, there were 
contributions of 10,11 and 20 but 
no one was really able to make an 
impact. They lost wickets quickly 
and easily. From the Challengers 
bowling unit, Jordi Henry was pick 
of the bowlers as he dismissed 
three of the Allstarz batsmen. 
Along with him, Joey, Sean-Lee 
and Andrew Yon also took a couple 
of wickets each. Their combined 
bowling performance and some 
outstanding catches from the 
Challengers fielders proved too 
good for the batting side, seeing 
them being crowned as the 2020 
Knockout Champions.

The afternoon was concluded 
with the customary presentation 
and tea, followed by an evening 
meal for the teams who 
contributed and a firework 
display.

The season’s statistics will be 
published in a future edition of 
this paper.

SHCA, Contributed

Challengers also came second in the 
RMS T20 Cup.


