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Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

A friend said to me a while ago 
that the problem with St Helena’s 
democracy is a lack of plurality. 

Increasingly I find myself struggling 
with that concept when high-level 
decisions are made. Despite our 
councillors having the final say on 
most matters, our island is slipping 
the way of technocracy – that is to 
say, governed by an elite of technical 
experts. The reason is the lack of 
plurality.

Advocates of the technocratic 
system argue that it makes sense 
to have experts make decisions, but 
these people fail to recognise the 
real role of a politician. The people’s 
representatives are not expected to 
make decisions on their own. What 
could they possibly know about cancer 
treatments, wind power and the like? 
Instead, they are meant to listen to a 
group of experts. 

But the key word in that last sentence 
is the word “group.” In fact, maybe it’s 
not the best choice. Politicians should 
speak to a plethora of experts to gauge 
different views. But even experts don’t 
agree, and there are reports that prove 
this point. That is where our decision 
makers run into problems, because 
there simply isn’t a plethora of experts 
here; rarely is there more than one in 
a particular field. Politicians are faced 
with a choice: To accept everything the 
only expert tells you, or to disagree 
with them in an area you know little or 
nothing about. 

It’s a double-edged sword. The 
latter option leads to many calamitous 
decisions. The ExCo decision to agree 
Pindone poisoning as the best method 
for decreasing rabbit populations 
comes to mind. Another was the 
decision to site a prison in Half Tree 
Hollow. Both were against strong 
public views, but the former option 
undermines democracy and paves the 
way for technocracy. 

Is the introduction of technocracy at 
the expense of democracy unavoidable 
on St Helena? That’s a question I don’t 
have an answer to, but I do believe that 
the island’s lack of plurality, the fact 
that there is only one expert in many 
fields, will damage the councillors’ 
ability to make decisions that are based 
on something more than gut feeling or 
on a blind faith in their officials.

SENTINEL
COMMENT

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens, 
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic 
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

YOUR LETTERS

The ‘Constituency Surgeries’ letter 
in last week’s Sentinel was from Cllr 
Tony Green. See page 5 for more.

NOTICE: UKServers, the company 
that hosts the sams.sh website, 
has been bought out and all 
customer information is currently 
in transition to the new company. 
We have been unable to update our 
PDF copies as our server has been 
faulty in the switch-over, but will 
get PDFs online as soon as possible.

We would like to say thanks to our 
family and friends on St Helena and 
in the UK who sent messages and 
sympathy to us during the sudden 
death  of our dad Philip John who 
passed away on the 29th January 18.  
Thanks also to all those people who 
attended the memorial service here 
in Swindon, UK.

 LOVE YOU POPA
I am sorry POPA I had to go away
I am sorry POPA I  can’t be there 

today  I am sorry POPA  I am so sick  
I am sorry POPA it happened so quick

But I know you POPA you wouldn’t 
mind

 As I’ve tried POPA but ran out of 
time

 I love you POPA in every way
 But for now POPA I have to stay

 I will get better POPA and be brave
 But the only thing left POPA be to 

visit your grave  But it’s ok POPA I 
will be strong for you You would say 
POPA Elaina how you do

 So bye now POPA love you to the 
end

 I guess my POPA was my best friend
 But thank you POPA for helping me
 Not once not twice in my memory

RIP MY DEAREST POPA LOVE YOU .  
GRANDAUGHTER ALAINA SWINDON 
UK

DAD  DONT   GO
We are so far away from you DAD on 

this day Wish we could fly DAD but 
instead we will pray Your kindness 
your love DAD we will never forget 
Nothing’s to much for you DAD you 
don’t ever regret

What more can I say DAD no words 
can explain It’s no ship DAD were 
stuck here not even a plane But I 
know DAD you would say it’s ok I 
wish you were here DAD to think of 
another way

I thank god DAD a part of me is with 
you today The one who made it back 
to you DAD in her own special way 
Your grandaughter DAD who I am 
thankful got to see you for the last 
She made the right decision DAD I 
know you are proud of her she’s so 
smart

Don’t worry over us DAD we will be 
alright I promise we will return DAD 
when there is a flight But for now 
DAD you don’t need to worry Just 
rest in peace DAD and don’t ever be 
sorry

RIP  OUR DEAREST  DAD
LOVE  YOU  DAUGHTER  KAREN,  

JEFFREY  &  ALAINA  SWINDON  UK 
ALSO  KAYLA  ON  ST  HELENA
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John Oliver, who readers might 
remember from his time on Ascension 
Island (1973-1976), visited St Helena 
for a week from March 10-17, 2018.

Whilst on Ascension for three years 
working as a teacher in the 70s, John 
took part in a fair bit of sports such as 
football, skittles, darts and archery. 
He also did a lot of diving, and 
occasionally took to the barren golf 
course – all amongst the frequent 
parties John said he engaged in.

John was also a volunteer at with 
Volcano Radio, which was located 
in the heart of the American Base. 
John did a show once a week around 
5:45am, covering local news and 
sports as well as DJ’ing. He also 
did live (and lively) commentary of 
skittles games.

After his time on Ascension, John 
ended up in Cornwall, England: And 
quickly, he realised that Saints ended 
up all over the world.

John employed a young lady, who he 
didn’t realize was a Saint until after 
employing her. The lady was Delma 
Gillette. John said he had worked on 
Ascension, and asked if Delma knew 
Brian Joshua from Ascension. Delma 
said Brian was her uncle.

Before last week, John had never 
been to St Helena. He said he was 
in awe when he arrived by plane; 
he mentioned that the UK press 
had “gone to town” reporting the 
difficulties of the St Helena Airport, 
but said he was graced with a good 
landing.

Apart from experiencing the tourist 
attractions on St Helena, John caught 
up with friends and ex-pupils from 
Ascension: For instance, John went 
to catch up with Buffalo from the 
swimming pool, and on his way there 
bumped into Johnny Dillon, who had 
been his student on Ascension.

And John wasn’t just catching 
up with his own friends – he also 
brought with him cards that Delma 
had asked him to deliver to friends 
and family.

John said he enjoyed every bit of 
his week on the island, and said 
he was amazed at friendly and 
accommodating Saints are and 
how green the island is. John said 
he would love to return, but would 
prefer a direct route from the UK. 

John extends thanks to everyone 
(including one of his main tour 
guides, Aaron Legg) and said he was 
pleased to meet back up with old 
friends and pupils.

New Place for a 
Familiar Face

Jeremy Johns, SAMS
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Presently, civil marriages may 
only take place at the Castle, 
Jamestown; but the approval of other 
civil marriage venues took another 
step forward March 14.

The Social & Community 
Development Committee (SCDC) 
March 14 agreed on the ‘Proposed 
Draft Marriage (Amendment) 
Regulations’ that would allow civil 
marriages at locations approved by 
the Registrar-General.

This followed the December 2017 
passing of the Marriage Ordinance 
2017, which contained provisions 
enabling civil marriages in places 
other than the Castle.

Under the new Regulations, the 
Registrar-General or Marriage 
Registrar would need to approve 
each civil marriage location, and 
the decision would not be subject to 
judicial review. 

Each site would need to:
- Be regularly open to the public
- Have a fire safety assessment
- Have sufficient sanitary facilities or 

portable facilities available at the time 
of solemnization

- Have facilities for parking
- Have disable access (Ironically, the 

Castle – currently the only place for civil 
marriages – does not have disabled 

New Sites for Civil Marriages?
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

access, as one SCDC member at the open 
meeting pointed out.)

- Be within reasonable distance of a 
road, and/or have a suitable driveway 
condition or other access to the premises

- Be adequate in relation to the 
number of attendees expected

The Registrar-General could also 
request marriage applicants provide 
additional information ‘considered 
necessary’ to decide on approval of 
the premises. 

The Marriage Registrar is already 
aware of strong interest from 
potential applicants. The ability 
of couples wanting non-religious 

 Research Cruise Vessel to Study St Helena, Tristan da Cunha

According to the British Antarctic 
Survey (BAS), which is part of the 
Natural Environment Research 
Council, a research cruise vessel is 
heading to Tristan da Cunha and St 
Helena to help the islands on the 
path to greater food and economic 
security.

The RRS James Clark Ross left the 
Falkland Islands March 15, and is 
travelling towards Tristan da Cunha 
with an expected arrival date of 
March 22. Over 16 days, the vessel 
will survey seamounts around 
Tristan da Cunha and St Helena.

Tourism and marine resources are 
linked hand-in-hand for both St 
Helena and Tristan, and are both 
critical to South Atlantic Overseas 
Territories. The islands’ food 
security and economies rely heavily 
on the small, coastal shelf areas 
and seamounts. “Understanding 
how vulnerable these resources are 
to current and future harvesting, 

ceremonies to choose where on 
the island to get married, likely a 
local beauty spot, could increase St 
Helena’s popularity as a wedding 
destination (especially as both 
‘island’ and ‘adventure destination’ 
weddings are popular in today’s 
world).

The Regulations at the March 14 
SCDC meeting were presented by 
Christine Cooper, Crown Counsel 
(Community Care) and Karen Yon, 
Marriage Registrar. 

The Regulations are now set to go 
before ExCo – likely on April 3 – and, 
if approved, civil marriages at chosen 
venues could take place soon after. 

Emma Weaver, SAMS - sourced from BAS
climate change and species invasion 
will be key to maintaining the future 
economic and cultural security of 
these communities,” the March 16 
BAS article read.

“The survey the RRS James 
Clark Ross will undertake around 
Tristan da Cunha will focus upon 
biodiversity and habitats associated 
with the seamounts in the centre of 
the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
between Gough and the nort¬hern 
islands – the main fishing area.

“The St Helena survey will focus 
upon improving the understanding 
of the food webs that underpin tuna 
fisheries around St Helena.”

The vessel’s visit to St Helena 
was discussed back at the Feb. 15 
ENRC meeting, when it was said 
the upcoming visit of the RRS 
James Clark Ross was part of the 
Centre for Environment, Fisheries 
& Aquaculture Science (CEFAS) 
Fisheries Management Plan. The 
vessel would be participating in 
fisheries science work, and also 

providing training to help the 
implementation of the National 
Marine Protected Areas, which were 
passed in principle a year ago.

The RRS James Clark Ross will record 
the depth and structure of the sea 
floor using high-quality scientific 
equipment: Deep-sea cameras will 
capture images of seamount habitats 
and fishery impacts, and scientific 
trawls will take samples of species 
that inhabit Tristan waters. Currents, 
temperature, salinity and other 
data will be measured to the ocean 
conditions around the islands can be 
better defined.

The goal of the research vessel’s 
visit to the South Atlantic islands is 
to further the development of policies 
that help manage the islands’ marine 
resources, increase food security and 
strengthen eco-tourism.

BAS has funding and support 
from the UK Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) funds, the Blue 
Belt Programme, Cefas, SAERI and 
the RSPB.

St Helenian Sarah-Lee Ward-Rogers and her new 
husband, George Rogers, pose for a wedding photo 
at the scenic top of Ladder Hill. The couple came 
back from the UK in January of 2017 to get married 
on the island. Photo provided by Sarah-Lee Ward-Rogers.



with. There are no specific provisions 
for Children’s Homes run by the 
Government.

• The Committee was provided 
with an update on Human Rights/
Disabilities by the Equality & 
Human Rights CEO/Commissioner 
and the Committee supported the 
Commission’s proposed inquiry into 
the conditions of HM Prison.

The following items were discussed 
in the closed session:

• The Committee was advised 
that the review of the Immigration 
Ordinance had been completed. The 
Working Group will now review the 
recommendations and will be working 
towards separating Immigration 
Land Holding from the Ordinance 
with separate recommendations as 
to how Land Holding issues should 
be dealt with. 

In addition, separate 
recommendations will be carried 
out on Asylum Seekers to include 
a provision for an appeals system. 
It is expected that the details of 
the full review, together with the 
recommendations on Immigration 
Land Holding will be presented to 
Elected Members in May with a view 
to public consultation being held.

• On Freedom of Information and 
Data Protection, it is proposed to 
have discussions with all Elected 
Members to consider a way forward. 

• Regarding a review of the Social 
Security Ordinance, the next step 
is for the Committee to discuss the 
options that have been identified. 

• An update on safeguarding was 
given by the Acting Director of 
Safeguarding, Carol George.   

The Social & Community 
Development Committee comprises 
Councillors Anthony Green 
(Chairman), Cyril Leo (Deputy 
Chairman), Kylie Hercules, Derek 
Thomas and Gavin Ellick. Committee 
Secretary on this occasion was Lydia 
Buchanan.
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Social & Community Development 
Committee Meeting

SHG release

The Social & Community Development 
Committee held its monthly meeting 
March 14. 

The following items were discussed 
in the open session:

• The draft Marriage (Amendment) 
Regulations were considered and 
agreed for forwarding to Executive 
Council for approval. These 
Regulations set out the requirements 
for premises to be approved for 
purposes of solemnisation of 
marriages and to prescribe forms to 
be used and fees payable for purposes 
of the Marriage Ordinance 2017. 

• Following an update on a proposal 
for a Births & Deaths (Amendment) 
Bill, it was agreed that the draft 
legislation should be updated in 
light of the discussion. The proposed 
Regulations will seek to address, 
amongst other things, the current 
situation whereby the Births & 
Deaths (Registration) Ordinance only 
permits, for example, a birth that 
occurs on St Helena to be registered. 
This will be referred back to the 
Committee at a later date.

• As previously reported, new 
Liquor Licence Fees were agreed 
last month but work was ongoing 
with regards to the occasional liquor 
sales licences. This work has now 
been completed and the Committee 
agreed for the resulting new draft 
Liquor (Amendment) Bill 2018 to be 
forwarded to Executive Council for 
approval. This Bill intends to amend 
the Liquor Ordinance, 1988, to make 
provision for a single application 
for an occasional liquor licence for 
more than one entertainment or 
special occasion. These licences will 
be granted only if the location and 
other arrangements for the sale and 
consumption of alcohol are identical 
and the licence will be valid for no 
more than 26 specified occasions, 
covering a maximum of two days in 
any seven day period. 

• The Welfare of Children (Children’s 
Residential Home) Regulations that 
had previously been discussed have 
to be considered by the Safeguarding 
Children’s Board before coming 
back to Committee for endorsement 
and forwarding to Executive 
Council. At present, the Welfare of 
Children’s Ordinance deals with the 
requirements that a Children’s Home 
that is run privately must comply 

Councillor (Cllr) Tony Green 
announced last week that he intends 
holding “drop-in” constituency 
surgeries every first and third 
Wednesday of the month, in an effort 
to meet constituents and discuss 
interests and concerns. 

These surgeries will be held at 
Kingshurst Community Centre, St 
Pauls, from 4pm-5:30pm. The first 
two events will be April 4 and 18. 

It has been five months since the 
General Election in October 2017. 
On SAMS Radio 1 March 15, Cllr 
Green said recent months have been 
busy, with councillors’ training, 
preparations for the Financial Aid 
Mission negotiations with DfID and 
the recent flu virus. 

Cllr Green said councillors have 
been considering improved means 
for communicating with the public, 
and he hopes his surgery initiative 
will encourage others. Cllr Green 
also hopes to accommodate sessions 
by appointment within the times 
stated above, and additionally didn’t 
rule out the possibility of a second 
elected member accompanying 
him to the surgeries, as he said a 
second councillor could broaden 
the knowledge-base and provide 
continuity.

Drop-in surgeries are not new; 
they were included by some 
members of previous councils with 
varying degrees of success. The 
success or otherwise of Cllr Green’s 
arrangement will be reviewed 
after three months to see what, if 
anything, needs to be revised. 

A separate series of constituency 
meetings, in which all councillors 
will take part in group discussions 
around the island, has also been 
announced (see page 31).

Councillor 
Surgeries to Start 
in St Pauls 

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

HM 
Prison in 
Jamestown. 
Photo by Mic-
kail Harris.
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Environment & Natural Resources 
Committee Meeting Summary

A meeting of the Environment & 
Natural Resources Committee took 
place Thursday, March 15 in the 
Council Chamber. 

• Members were introduced to the 
new Head of Property, Derek Pedley. 

Derek, who is appointed on a 
three-year contract, has a fair 
amount of work earmarked for him 
around imminent issues including 
crown estates, housing and land. 
Although Derek has vast experience 
in other fields, it will be his legal 
background that will be essential as 
the Directorate addresses a positive 
way of moving forward in resolving 
current issues.

• Environmental Risk Manager, 
Mike Durnford, gave an update on 
Horse Point Landfill Site (HPLS). 
Members commended the positive 
feedback that was received on the 
operating hours of Horse Point. Mike 
also stated that HPLS would remain 
open under these operating hours, 
and that members of the public are 
to be thanked for their cooperation 
in using the facility. This success 
now means that HPLS will continue 
to be open to the public at all times. 
However, members of the public who 
use this facility are asked to do so 
with care in the view of public safety.

• Litter Management around the 
Island was one of the concerns raised 
by visiting tourists and, although it 
might go unnoticed by St Helena’s 
community, there has been an 
increase of litter around the Island. 
Suggestions as to how this can be 
addressed were discussed and, under 
the new Environmental Protection 
Ordinance (EPO), heavy fines should 
be implemented to deter anyone 
from littering. A Litter Campaign 
would also be useful as it would 
work twofold by having students 
from the schools collaborating with 

SHG press release

the department and participating in 
the campaign whilst also educating 
themselves about being litter 
conscious. 

• The Waste Management Strategy 
was discussed and from this it 
was decided that a new policy be 
implemented, as it is the policy that 
provides guidance to Legislative 
Council members to allow them 
to make decisions on the strategy 
already in place.

• Isabel Peters and Vanessa Williams 
then gave a presentation on the Policy 
for Plant Propagation, the collection 
and distribution of Endemic & Native 
plants. This would allow native plants 
to be exported from the Island but 
would see protection enforced under 
section 21 of the EPO to safeguard the 
Island’s endemics. 

This would give recognition to 
the 45 endemic species that the 
Directorate have registered on-
Island and allow for exportation of 
endemic plants for scientific uses 
only to registered gardens or centres 
such as Kew Gardens.

• The Commercial Vehicle Parking 
Survey for Jamestown was discussed 
where Councillor Dr Corinda Essex 
explained that in order to complete 
the parking policy for Jamestown, 
a review must be made of the 
commercial vehicles that are used 
in Jamestown. This would enable 
the Directorate to work with the 
Highways Authority in locating a 
possible area where these commercial 
vehicles can be parked so as not to 
cause issues with other vehicle users 
within the Jamestown area. These 
questioner/survey papers will be 
passed onto the operators/owners of 
commercial vehicles in Jamestown in 
due course.

• The final item on the agenda 
was the presentation of the draft 
Building Regulations 2018 by the 
Chief Planning Officer (CPO), Riana 

De Wet, assisted by Nico Ellick and 
Cliff Richards from the Buildings 
team. The current Regulations 
are some 17 years old. The review 
and framework for the new draft 
regulations was undertaken by the 
previous CPO, David Taylor, ably 
assisted by the on-Island Technical 
Services Team. The new Regulations 
will meet current specification and 
be a lot more user friendly to assist 
today’s builders specifically with the 
aid of drawings. The new draft will 
be presented to Elected Members 
soon for their viewing.

• The Chairman reported that the 
Draft Road Traffic Regulations is 
progressing well and a copy will 
be circulated shortly once the final 
schedules are completed. However, 
some new application forms for 
drivers and vehicle licences etc still 
need to be finalised.   

• The minutes from the previous 
meeting were approved along with 
the financial briefing.

• In the Director’s report, members 
were notified that the Anaerobic 
Digester would not be applicable 
for the Island as we would not be 
producing enough waste to make 
this project viable. It was noted that 
it might be possible to look at two 
smaller projects working directly 
with the Piggeries on-Island.

• There are ongoing concept 
discussions between ESH and ENRD 
on the current housing issue. ENRD 
anticipate that some decisions will 
be made soon that would allow 
some sort of movement to be made 
surrounding the use of the current 
CDAs at HTH and Bottom Woods.

There being no other urgent 
business, the meeting closed at 
1.50pm. 

The endemic  and endangered St Helena Ebony 
(Trochetiopsis ebenus). Photo by Emma Weaver.

Derek 
Pedley. 
Photo by 
SHG.
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Andrew Turner, SAMS

Mylyn’s Takeaway in Upper 
Jamestown reopened Friday, March 
16 after a four-month closure 
while Mylyn visited family in the 
Philippines.  

Since the reopening, the takeaway 
has been in full-swing and is back 
with everyone’s favourite dishes, as 
well as two new traditional Filipino 
dishes: Spicy Beef Caldereta and Pork 
Estofado.

“Beef Caldereta is like a hot, spicy 
stew,” Mylyn said. “Pork Estofado is 

Mylyn’s Takeaway is Open Again

In the open session of the ExCo 
meeting on Tuesday, March 20 council 
approved outline planning permission 
for a new sewage system for Half Tree 
Hollow and Jamestown. 

The outline plans see applicant 
Connect St Helena running sewage 
from Half Tree Hollow (HTH) to 
Jamestown, with the pipeline running 
alongside the Grade-1 listed historical 
site of Jacob’s Ladder. The raw 
sewage from HTH will run into a new 
treatment plant in Jamestown. After 
treatment, sewage will be sent out to 
sea. 

Originally, Connect St Helena 
presented the Planning Authority 
with three proposal ‘options’ to run 
a sewage pipeline down the length of 
the Ladder. Proposals were submitted 
to the St Helena Land Development 
Control Authority (LDCA) in September 
2016 by Connect Operations Director 
Leon de Wet. The proposals outlined 
new sewage facilities in HTH and 
Jamestown, with an option to connect 
the two along Jacob’s Ladder to help 
with anticipated population growth, 
health and environmental concerns. 

In January 2017, the LDCA (when 

Andrew Turner, SAMS David Taylor was Locum Chief 
Planning Officer) asked Connect to 
withdraw its application and resubmit 
with proper documentation, or the 
application would be denied.

In mid-2017, the application came up 
again, without change, and Attorney 
General Angelo Berbotto stepped in 
to recommend it was withdrawn until 
proper process for the application was 
followed. 

Since then, the application has 
undergone several changes. It is no 
longer a proposed option to run pipes 
under the Ladder, but still alongside 
it. The pipe would then divert through 
the culvert near the bottom of the 
Ladder and along to an area near the 
Sand Yard, where the sewage would 
be treated (currently it goes into the 
sea untreated).

Councillors Tony Green and 
Christine Scipio-O’Dean voted against 
the application, saying they could not 
support bringing raw sewage that 
close to the famous heritage site, nor 
could they support disrupting such an 
important tourist attraction.

Councillors Lawson Henry, Derek 
Thomas and Russell Yon voted to 
approve the plan, though not all were 

In the St Helena Magistrates 
Court Thursday, March 15 Mike 
Caswell pled guilty to the theft 
of shock absorbers from the St 
Helena Fire Service.

The shock absorbers were stolen 
Saturday, Feb. 3 between 11am 
and 4:30pm from a blue Toyota 
Corolla that the Fire Service used 
for training exercises. 

During the theft, further damage 
was caused to the training vehicle 
when the brake lines were cut.

After receiving a tip from a 
member of the public, police 
executed a search warrant.  Mr 
Caswell confessed to taking the 
shock absorbers, and handed them 
over into police custody. 

Mr Caswell claimed in court 
that he did not know the vehicle 
belonged to the Fire Service and 
thought the car was abandoned. 
He also made an offer to replace 
the shock absorbers. 

As the shock absorbers were 
of little value, and as Mr 
Caswell confessed at the earliest 
opportunity, he was given a six-
month conditional discharge and 
ordered to pay £15 in court costs. 

Guilty Plea in Fire 
Station Theft

Andrew Turner, SAMS

ExCo Approves Outline Permission for Ladder Hill Sewage
wholeheartedly in support.

 “I am concerned about the Ladder as 
it is part of our heritage,” Councillor 
Henry said. “But this [sewage] issue 
has been going on for far too long.”

All agreed the island’s sewage 
systems have needed development 
for some time, especially as many 
houses are waiting to be built, both by 
private landowners and by SHG, in the 
Comprehensive Development Areas 
(such as HTH); but building cannot 
go ahead until the sewage system has 
greater capacity. 

However, Councillors Green and 
Scipio-O’Dean felt the way to 
improve and develop, need not be by 
interfering with the area of a Grade 1 
Listed Heritage Site and major tourist 
attraction.

Despite approval, members attached 
several conditions to the outline 
permission. 

Connect will need to complete 
a comprehensive Environmental 
Impact Assessment, building models 
of the proposed piping to be presented 
to the Planning Authority, and an 
independent review of the plans 
before applying for full development 
permission.

something like a sweet stew with soy 
sauce, but definitely a sweet stew.”

Mylyn’s is open Mondays-
Thursdays from 9am-2pm and  from 
6pm-9pm. 

On Friday and Saturday, opening 
times are from 9am-2pm and from 
5pm-10pm.  

Mylyn said she would like to thank 
her customers for their support since 
she has reopened, and that she is 
looking forward to seeing you again 
soon. 

Mylyn’s can be contacted on 25042.
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Lay Minister Edgar (Bobby) 
Crowie, 77, of Blackfield, Longwood 
was admitted to the Holy Order of the 
Deacon March 18.

Bobby was ordained a Deacon 
by Bishop Richard Fenwick at a 
ceremony in St Mark’s Church, 
Longwood. 

This was the first ordination in 
the Diocese of St Helena since Fr 
Jack Horner (at the Cathedral, St 
Pauls).  Deacon Bobby was prepared 
for the procedure, which included 
interviews by church leaders and a 
‘quiet day.’ at Bishopsholme in St 
Pauls last week. 

At the beginning of his career, 
Bobby had completed a three-year 
course for Lay Minister and later a 
two-year course in Ministry. Later 
in his career, Bishop John Salt 
awarded Deacon Bobby a Certificate 
of Achievement to the Diocese of St 
Helena Departments of Training for 
Ministry. And on December 18, 1998, 
Bobby was licensed to administer the 
chalice at Holy Communion (and he 
has since been licensed to preach and 
take funeral services).  

New Deacon for St Helena, Bobby Crowie of Longwood
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

Bobby accepted the call for Deacon 
after having been persuaded by the 
Bishop that he “was already doing 
the work but without the title:” The 
work of a Lay Minister can be quite 
demanding. Bobby has performed 
church services regularly at St 
Matthews and St Marks, and also 
performed Holy Communions to the 

housebound every second Tuesday 
in each month; not being a priest, 
he can only take from the reserve 
sacraments.    

Bishop Fenwick March 18 said the 
work of a Deacon is “vital” within 
the Church. He spoke about Kitty 
Wilkinson (1786-1860), who has 
often been referred to as the ‘Saint 
of the Slums.’ She spent much of her 
life in abject poverty, but that didn’t 
stop her from devoting herself to 
improving the lives of those around 
her. 

Deacon Bobby has been licensed to 
officiate in St Matthew’s Parish, but 
extra responsibility could await him. 
Deacon Bobby would prefer his extra 
responsibilities to be in the Longwood 
community, but they could include, 
for example, officiating church 
services in different districts. 

This was probably the first time 
that a Deacon has been ordained at 
one of the smaller Anglican Churches 
on St Helena. Following the service, 
refreshments were provided amid 
congratulations to the island’s 
newest deacon, “Deacon Bobby.”  

As of April 1, the Bank of St Helena 
(BoSH) will be adding a 50p surcharge 
for the processing of every account 
transfer form from businesses. 

Since the announcement of the 
charge, a number of businesses 
have announced they will no longer 
accept transfers, or that they will be 
charging the 50p to each customer 
still wishing to fill out a transfer. 

This surcharge has become a cause 
for concern amongst shoppers, with 
whom account transfer forms have 
been a convenient alternative to 
carrying cash. 

 “We’re actually putting this charge 
to the business and not to you as the 
personal customer,” said Managing 
Director of BoSH, Joey George. “Bank 
of St Helena is putting this cost to 
the business, and it is entirely up to 
the business what model they use to 
recover this cost.”

BoSH confirmed there will be 
no charges for Bank of St Helena 
cheques.

According to BoSH, the transfer 
charge has been introduced in order 
to recover the costs associated with 

Andrew Turner, SAMS
Account Transfer Fees to Begin April 1

processing the 30,000-40,000 
transfers that they receive each 
month. 

“This is an extremely labour-
intensive piece of work for the Bank,” 
Joey said. “In addition to receiving 
account transfers; the process is 
that we receive the account transfer, 
and then it must be checked to each 
individual bank balance to ensure 
that there are sufficient funds in the 
account.”

As a solution to the issue of 
having to manually process account 
transfers, BoSH has introduced a 
local debit card that can make real-
time payments without the need for 

manual processing. Businesses and 
individuals have been experiencing 
teething problems with the debit 
cards, but since the announcement 
of the transfer surcharge, BoSH 
representatives said many more 
businesses have applied for debit 
cards. Currently, 11 outlets support 
the debit card scheme including the 
Rose & Crown, The Hive, Thorpe’s 
Grocery and smaller outlets such as 
SidneRay’s in Cow Path. 

Over 500 applications for personal 
debit cards have been processed so 
far. The personal debit card comes 
free with any account, and customers 
can use it free of charge. Businesses 
accepting the card, on the other hand, 
are subject to a 1.25% transaction fee 
that is capped at a maximum of £3.

BoSH believes that the charge is 
easily negated by the lack of risk with 
debit cards, compared to the risk of 
account transfers (in particular when 
it comes to cash-back services). Since 
debit cards offer real-time payment, 
businesses will know if a person has 
sufficient funds on the spot rather 
than potentially losing money from 
a bounced transfer form.

Debit-card 
themed 
shortbreads 
from the 
debit card 
launch in 
December 
2017. Photo 
by Emma 
Weaver.
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Issues Continue during MV Helena’s 
First Two Voyages

The MV Helena’s fi rst voyage since 
the decommissioning of the RMS, 
Voyage 001, arrived at St Helena 
March 7; but things didn’t go entirely 
to plan. 

Heavy swells caused disruption to 
the offl oading and loading works, 
and the vessel departed before works 
were completed. Containers fi lled 
with some of the island’s major 
exports were left on shore, and 
containers of imports were over-
carried.

Further issues have now arisen, as 
gale-force winds in South Africa, 
and the need for aviation fuel on St 
Helena, have caused 22 containers to 
be left behind when the MV departed 
Cape Town for St Helena March 19.

 
What exports got left on St Helena?
Due to heavy swells, the MV Helena 

was forced to depart before works 
to load St Helena’s exports could be 
completed. 

The St Helena Fisheries Corporation 
(SHFC) was one of the organisations 
affected. They were left with three 
containers of fresh, frozen fi sh 
exports on the docks. Fish is one of 
St Helena’s main exports, the SHFC 
is critical to the island and the SHFC 
said frozen fi sh doesn’t sell as well 
on the island as it does overseas; the 
weight (literally and fi guratively!) of 
the fi sh being left behind has been 
felt. 

According to the SHFC General 
Manager Elizabeth Clingham, the 
exports consisted of roughly 33 
tonnes of Yellowfi n and Bigeye Tuna. 

“By not getting the reefers to Cape 
Town, obviously we will lose revenue 
which support SHFC’s operations for 
this month; and cost for storage on-
island until the vessel comes back 
will be an issue,” Elizabeth said.

Since departure, this fi sh has been 
kept awaiting export at the cost of 
SHFC, who plans to add to the load 
and, if weather permits, to export 
the fi sh on the next visit of the MV 
Helena.

“There is nothing we could see 
that could be done in those weather 
conditions,” said Councillor Lawson 
Henry, Chair of the SHFC Board. 
“There are some challenges for us 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

 “Unfortunately, this is one of the downsides of living in the middle of the Atlantic.”

to continue to keep the fi sh at the 
temperatures it needs to be. That is 
something we have to deal with as an 
operational matter within Fisheries.”

Solomons was also left with 
containers on the docks. Just over a 
tonne of green coffee beans – another 
of St Helena’s major exports – had 
been prepared to send off to the 
international market. Solomons is 
now also hoping to export the beans 
on the next call of the MV Helena.

“Whilst we had prepared the 
coffee for export, we appreciate 
and accept that sea conditions were 
unfavourable to the loading of the 
coffee and we take the view that 
safety is paramount,” said Solomons 
CEO Mandy Peters.

What imports were over-carried 
back to Cape Town?

Building supplies made up the bulk 
of the over-carried cargo. However, 
the majority of building supplies 
were offl oaded. In the run-up to 
Voyage 001 of the MV Helena, there 
was a reported shortage of cement 
(which especially effected private 
sector contractors), but according 
to Financial Secretary Dax Richards, 
this shortage is “unlikely” to 
continue. According to Dax, only a 
small percentage of the cement that 
came on the last voyage had to be 
over carried. 

What caused Voyage 001 to be 
a rough start for the MV Helena’s 
service to St Helena, and what can be 
done to remedy this?

Weather issues (heavy swells) 
signifi cantly impacted the offl oading 
process. Heavy swells are common 
this time of year and have always 
presented as an obstacle for shipping, 

said Dax. 
“We estimate that about 12 percent 

of the time, the vessel is going to fi nd 
it diffi cult to come in,” Dax said.

Additionally, the MV already has a 
history or being greatly affected by 
heavy swells around Ruperts.

SHG representatives have met with 
AW Ship Management Ltd and are 
working to fi ne-tune details that 
may make the offl oading process 
more effi cient. 

But most of the effi ciency issues 
experienced during the MV Helena’s 
visit stem from the inability to safely 
handle cargo at Ruperts jetty. It seems 
unlikely that the required rock fall 
protection and other infrastructure 
will be in place any time soon.

“Basically, it depends on when 
we get the money approved within 
the Capital Programme to do the 
necessary works,” Councillor Corinda 
Essex said. “Starting with the cliff-
stabilisation works, the upgrades to 
the road from the jetty to the Lower 
Ruperts area and the port and cargo 
handling facilities. At the moment 
we are still awaiting feedback as to 
whether [DfID] are going to give us 
a Capital Programme; and if so, what 
the value of that will be.”

What’s happening with the next 
voyage?

Further bad news has come with 
the next voyage (002) of the MV 
Helena, which is due to arrive at St 
Helena March 26. Because of gale 
force winds in South Africa, cargo 
that had been transhipped from the 
UK was left behind. 

This did not affect goods sourced 
in South Africa, Dax said, so it is 
unlikely to have any signifi cant 
impact on food security.

Although the MV would normally 
have waited for the 22 containers to 
arrive, Dax said the need for aviation 
fuel on the island (which is being 
carried on this voyage and is essential 
for the running of St Helena Airport) 
outweighed the option of awaiting 
the other containers. 

“It’s bad because a lot of businesses 
will be waiting on their materials to 
arrive,” Dax said. “Unfortunately, 
this is one of the downsides of living 
in the middle of the Atlantic.”
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Marine Awareness Week Draws to a Close

Andrew Turner, SAMS

As part of the annual Marine 
Awareness Week, EMD held a 
marine quiz night March 14. 

Four teams of three-six took part 
in the quiz, and questions  covered 
topics like pollution, boating and 
marine-themed movies.

Monetary prizes were awarded for 
first, second and third place, with 
the team in 4th place receiving a 
case of beer. 

Between rounds, there were spot 
questions; the first right answer to 
each spot question received a guide 
of St Helena’s marine species. 

While the final scores were being 
counted, a raffle was held where 
winners could pick from a selection 
of prizes including bottles of wine, 
chocolates and marine-themed 
souvenirs such as mouse mats and 
T-shirts. 

Ocean Festival, the last of the 
Marine Week events, took part 
three days later, though the local 
market was canceled.

March 16 Beach Cleanup
Leigh Morris, SHNT, Contributed

The beach clean-up at Rupert’s 
bay on the morning of Friday, March 
16, within Marine Awareness Week, 
was a great success. Around 30 people 
took part in the clean up, led by the 
new Marine Team (Beth Taylor and 
Leigh Morris) of the Saint Helena 
National Trust, with support from 
the EMD Waste Management Team, 
teachers and students from Prince 
Andrew School, the team from Shape, 
S a i n t s , 
t o u r i s t s 
and others 
living on the 
island.

B e f o r e 
picking up 
the litter, 
L e i g h 
delivered a 
marine litter 
engagement 
a c t i v i t y , 
s h o w i n g 
e x a m p l e s 
of the main 
types of marine litter that he found 
on Sandy Bay, which mirrors the 
litter found on beaches the world 
over. The whole beach clean team 
then collected litter from the rocky 
beach area and inputted all the data 
of what was collected onto beach 
clean forms, provided by the UK 
Marine Conservation Society. In total, 
71.5kg of marine litter was collected 
from the survey area of the beach at 
Rupert’s by the volunteers. A general 
litter-pick of the area surrounding 
the beach was then carried out.

The National Trust’s ambition is 
to run regular beach cleans on the 

island, in order to keep the beaches 
clean for locals and visitors, to 
raise awareness on the impacts of 
marine litter and to collect data that 
can be fed into the global marine 
litter data set (maintained by 
Ocean Conservancy, who visited St 
Helena as part of the Environmental 
Conference in January).

Beth and Leigh would like to thank 
all those who turned up to help at 
Ruperts, and anyone who would like 
to be added to a mailing list for future 
beach cleans should contact Leigh at 
the National Trust:    

Leigh.morris@trust.org.sh

March 14 Marine 
Quiz Night
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Inspiring a new generation for Marine Awareness Week
Julie Thomas, St Helena’s IPNLF Representative. Contributed (originally on sthelenatuna.co.uk)

Marine Awareness Week Draws to a Close

It’s Marine Awareness Week on 
St Helena island. While this year’s 
theme is “Invisible Oceans”, this 
week is also a fantastic opportunity 
to recognise the vital role our 
fishermen and fisheries play into the 
lives of all of us in St Helena.

I am proud to say that the 
importance of our marine sector 
continues to rise, featuring at the 
top of many stakeholder’s priority 
ladders. This is partly a result of our 
first ever international conference 
that was hosted on island in January 
and February, entitled “2018 
Diverse Island Environments”, 
in combination with the growing 
international attention on our one-
by-one tuna fishery.

Following the outstanding reception 
IPNLF received at the conference, 
via our local media and our social 
media, I was inspired to take this a 
step further.  That’s why, over the 
past few weeks, I visited the island’s 
schools to teach students about the 
traditional and sustainable tuna 
fishery that is on our doorstep. The 
response was awesome.

My journey started at St Pauls 
Primary School whose logo proudly 
tells us that “together everyone 
achieves more” – a sentiment that 
has proven to be true.  Students were 
enthusiastic, attentive and keen to 
learn more about our one-by-one 
fishing methods.

The following week was extremely 
busy as I presented on consecutive 
days to ensure that Pilling Primary, 
Harford Primary and our secondary 
school – Prince Andrew all had the 
opportunity to learn more about the 
work of IPNLF and the importance of 
our fishers and our fishing industry.

Pilling Primary’s logo also 
highlights a key message to all of 
us when working hard to make 
a difference in developing our 
community and ensuring we manage 
this productively. It tells us that 
“Together as One” is the way to go 
and I couldn’t agree more, especially 
when they eagerly responded to the 
way in which we fish on St Helena. 

The presentation ended with photos 
being taken with students and staff 
proudly supporting the work of 
IPNLF, raising our flag high, and 
showing their support in helping us 
to obtain our vision. 

The very next day I travelled to 

Harford Primary School where once 
again I was greeted with smiles, 
enthusiasm and incredible questions. 
I took note of the tagline of the 
school’s logo which simply lets us 
know that “Learning Together” is 
the key to success.

Harford Primary was given 
the challenge at the end of their 
special assembly to come up with 
a promotional jingle/tagline which 
they felt would help to demonstrate 
their support for our one-by-one 
fishery. 

The last of the special assemblies 
took place at Prince Andrew School 
(PAS). This gave me the opportunity 

to explain in greater depth the IPNLF 
project and why St Helena’s fishery 
is so unique in terms of the size of 
our Marine Protected Area (MPA) 
and our long-standing history of 
one-by-one tuna fishing.

The feedback received from students 
and staff alike has been extremely 
encouraging and has convinced me 
that going forward the best way to 
get support is to engage with the 
very ones we continually claim we 
are fighting for – our future, our 
children.

Thanks are extended to all the staff 
and students from all four schools for 
making these presentations possible.
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St. Helena looks to unlikely patron to pay 
its subsea cable bill: the satellite industry
SpaceNews magazine                                                           March 12, 2018

Inhabitants of the tiny tropical island 
of St. Helena pay through the nose 
for internet service that mainlanders 
would have considered painfully slow 
during the pre-Netfl ix era.

The British-governed territory 
depends on the geostationary satellite 
Intelsat 23 to connect its 4,500 
residents to the outside world. That 
satellite provides the island’s only 
internet and international telephone 
connection via a single 7.6-meter dish.

Kedell Worboys, St. Helena’s U.K. 
representative, and Nevin Mimica, 
commissioner for international 
cooperation and development, sign 
an agreement Feb. 23 in Brussels 
concerning the subsea cable project. 
Credit: St. Helena Government

Kedell Worboys, St. Helena’s U.K. 
representative, and Nevin Mimica, 
commissioner for international 
cooperation and development, sign 
an agreement Feb. 23 in Brussels 
concerning the subsea cable project. 
Credit: St. Helena Government

Sure South Atlantic, the island’s 
monopoly telecommunications 
provider, sells data packages ranging 
from 750 megabytes a month at 
1 megabit per second for $18 to a 
maximum 21 gigabytes per month at 
2 megabits per second for $210. With 
average wages on the island being 
a meager $7,000 a year, the more 
expensive packages are out of reach for 
most of the island’s inhabitants.

Plus, the entire island shares a 
50-megabits-per-second satellite 
link to the outside world. “That’s 
the real bottleneck,” said Christian 
von der Ropp, an independent 
telecommunications consultant who 
began campaigning in 2012 to bring 
high-speed communications to St. 
Helena. “It’s comparable to dial-up 
speeds. You can’t Skype reliably and a 
photo of three to four megabits would 
take ages to load.”

Von der Ropp is spearheading an 
initiative to bring St. Helena’s telecom 
infrastructure into the 21st century. 
The project involves satellites, but not 
in a way you might imagine.

Von der Ropp is working with St. 
Helena’s government on behalf of the 
nonprofi t A Human Right, which works 
to bring internet and phone access to 
developing countries, to invite satellite 
and teleport operators to establish 
ground stations on the South Atlantic 
island as part of a plan to fund an 
extension of a subsea fi ber-optic cable.

Moving the cable
So far, the plan seems to working.
Last year, the island’s government 

signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with South Atlantic 
Express International Ltd. to build a 
50-kilometer offshoot of a planned 
subsea internet cable to be laid between 
South Africa and Brazil in 2019.

St. Helena, largely dependent on 
U.K. aid, expects to receive 21.5 
million euros ($26.5 million) from the 
European Union by May to fund the 
extension. “We are in the fi nal stages 
of obtaining European Development 
funding,” McGinnety said.

With that money, St. Helena will pay 
South Atlantic Express to alter the 
route of its main cable and extend a 
branch to the island.

The actual cable, however, is only 
about a quarter of the project’s overall 
cost. The most expensive piece is 
capacity. The smallest increment of 
bandwidth the island can buy is a 200 
gigabits per second, far more than the 
islanders need, von der Ropp said.

That’s where ground stations 
come in. St. Helena needs ground 
station operators and fi rms planning 
megaconstellations to help cover the 
ongoing cost of bandwidth.

With funding from the European 
Development Fund, “we can build 
the cable and cover the operational 
cost for the fi rst years but from then 
onward, we have a small funding 
gap which we need to close with the 
satellite operators leasing capacity,” 
von der Ropp said. “I’m very confi dent 
this will succeed. There’s even a small 
chance the island could make a small 
profi t on the capacity leasing.”

Running it to ground
In all, 14 satellite and ground station 

companies have signed letters saying 
they would be interested in building 
ground sites on St. Helena if the fi ber-
optic cable goes through, von der Ropp 
said, but not all of them are ready to 
publicize their plans.

Kongsberg Satellite Services (KSAT) 
could use ground stations on the island 
to improve service for small satellites 
launched from the International Space 
Station, said Katherine Monson, U.S. 
business development director for 
KSAT, a Norwegian company.

St. Helena relies on this C-band 
dish to connect to the internet via the 
Intelsat 23 satellite. Credit: St. Helena 
Independent

St. Helena relies on this C-band 

dish to connect to the internet via the 
Intelsat 23 satellite. Credit: St. Helena 
Independent

Atlas Space Operations could support 
launch and early-on orbit operations 
of satellites sent into orbit from French 
Guiana, Florida’s Cape Canaveral or 
future European spaceports, said Sean 
McDaniel, founder and chief executive 
of Atlas Space Operations of Traverse 
City, Michigan.

Sky and Space Global, a British 
public company with plans to 
launch 200 nanosatellites to provide 
telecommunication services for 
equatorial regions, is interested in St. 
Helena for its proximity to the equator 
and the fact that the island falls under 
U.K. laws and regulations, said Meir 
Moalem, Sky and Space Global chief 
executive and managing director.

In addition, Spire Global, OneWeb 
and Laser Light Global have expressed 
interest in St. Helena, von der Ropp 
said.

“Laser Light intends to locate one 
of its planned 100 Ground Node 
Systems on St. Helena’s as early as 
2019 in order to provide a variety of 
optical services to our international 
customers,” said Robert Brumley, 
president and chief executive of the 
Reston, Virginia, company with plans 
to send 12 optical communications 
satellites into medium Earth orbit. 
Laser Light’s node on St. Helena would 
serve as a recovery option for cable 
traffi c disrupted as it travels between 
Latin America and Africa, he added.

Spire spokesman Nick Allain, Spire 
brand development director, would 
not confi rm the report, saying the 
company “doesn’t comment on the 
location of future ground station sites.” 
OneWeb spokesperson Chris Torres 
also declined to comment. According 
to OneWeb’s Federal Communications 
Commission fi lings, the constellation 
will rely on a network of about 50 or 
more gateway earth station antennas 
located on the global fi ber network 
to blanket the planet with high speed 
internet connectivity.

If all goes as planned, the Connect 
St. Helena campaign could bring high-
speed internet to the residents of the 
remote island in 2020 and jobs even 
sooner. Workers building, operating 
and maintaining the new ground 
stations will boost the local economy, 
von der Ropp said.

“Looking at the overall picture, I 
think the economic benefi ts to the 
island will be substantial.”
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Ocean plastic could treble in one decade
Roger Harrabin                BBC News                             March 21, 2018

The amount of plastic in the ocean 
is set to treble in a decade unless litter 
is curbed, a major report has warned.

Plastics is just one issue facing the 
world’s seas, along with rising sea 
levels, warming oceans, and pollution, 
it says.

But the Foresight Future of the Sea 
Report for the UK government said 
there are also opportunities to cash in 
on the “ocean economy”.

They say this is predicted to double to 
$3 trillion (£2 trillion) by 2030.

The report says much more 
knowledge is needed about the ocean. 
The authors say the world needs a 
Mission to “Planet Ocean” to mirror 
the excitement of voyaging to the 
moon and Mars.

The Foresight reports are written 
by experts to brief ministers on 
medium and long-term issues of 
signifi cance. This one has been signed 
off by ministers from four different 
departments as the authors emphasise 
the need for a joined-up oceans policy.

One of the authors, Prof Edward Hill 
from the UK National Oceanography 
Centre told BBC News: “The ocean is 

critical to our economic future. Nine 
billion people will be looking to the 
ocean for more food. Yet we know so 
little of what’s down there.

“We invest a lot of money and 
enthusiasm for missions to space - but 
there’s nothing living out there. The 
sea bed is teeming with life. We really 
need a mission to planet ocean - it’s 
the last frontier.”

Another of the authors, the chief 
scientist for the UK government’s 
environment department Ian Boyd, 
agreed: “The ocean is out of sight, out 
of mind,” he said.

He told BBC News: “There’s a 
continuous process of exploring for 
new things to exploit in the oceans, 
and that’s happening faster than 
we scientists can keep up with. 
My suspicion is legislation is also 
struggling to keep up - and obviously 
there are risks in that.”

He said offshore wind farms, oil 
industries and mining fi rms were 
spreading into unexplored areas. 
“Scientists need to get in there faster 
than the commercial people or at 
least at the same time - to put proper 
regulation in place to govern those 

industries.”
The report highlights many concerns, 

including the current worry about 
ocean plastic litter, which it forecasts 
will treble between 2015 and 2025.

But it stresses that the ocean is 
being assailed from many different 
types of pollution - including run-
off pesticides and fertilisers from 
farms, industrial toxins like PCBs, and 
pharmaceuticals.

The authors say if governments can 
identify ways of protecting biodiversity 
in the seas, there are riches to be 
harvested - including nodules of 
metals and possibly even cures for 
cancer.

They predict that the biggest 
industrial growth in the seas will come 
from offshore wind, followed by marine 
aquaculture and fi sh processing. The 
report also projects an increase in 
industrial capture of wild fi sh.

This latter suggestion alarmed Rachel 
Jones, a marine expert from London 
Zoo, ZSL. She told BBC News: “Given 
that 90% of global fi sheries are either 
at or in excess of sustainable catch 
levels, I can’t really see how they are 
going to expand capture fi sheries.”

Russia election: Trump 

congratulates Putin over victory

BBC News                             March 21, 2018

US President Donald Trump has 
spoken to his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin to congratulate him on 
his electoral victory two days ago.

He said they would meet in the “not 
too distant future” to discuss limiting 
a growing arms race, Ukraine and 
Syria.

Mr Putin was re-elected by a 
landslide, with more than 76% of the 
vote, for a fourth six-year term.

But there was no strong challenger, 
with the main opposition leader, Alexei 
Navalny, barred from the race.

European observers said that while 
the poll was conducted effi ciently, 
there was a lack of genuine choice.

Mr Trump said the arms race between 
the US and Russia was “getting out 
of control... but we will never allow 
anybody to have anything close to 
what we have”.

According to the Washington Post, 
citing offi cials it said were familiar with 
the matter, the call was made despite 
warnings from Mr Trump’s national 
security advisers, who provided a 
briefi ng which included a section that 
read “DO NOT CONGRATULATE”.

During the call, Mr Trump did not 
mention the issue that has sparked 
growing Western tensions with 
Moscow - the poisoning of ex-spy 
Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia 
in Britain.

The UK government blamed the nerve 
agent attack on Russia, which denies 
any involvement.

The Kremlin said the conversation 
between the US and Russian presidents 
was “constructive and business-like”, 
adding that Russia hoped to “overcome 
problems” that had arisen between the 
two nations.

Pay Rise Agreed 
for 1.3 Million 

NHS Staff
BBC News        March 21, 2018

More than one million NHS 
staff, including nurses, porters and 
paramedics, can expect pay increases 
of at least 6.5% over three years - with 
some rises being as high as 29%.

The deal has been formally agreed by 
unions and ministers on Wednesday 
and could cost as much as £4bn.

Pay rises will be backdated to April 
this year, if staff agree to the deal.

The deal is tiered - with the lowest 
paid workers in each job receiving the 
biggest rises.

The agreement covers all staff on the 
Agenda for Change contract - about 
1.3m across the UK - which is the 
entire workforce with the exception of 
doctors, dentists and senior leaders.

 Sara Gorton, lead negotiator for the 
14 health unions, said: “It won’t solve 
every problem in the NHS but it will go 
a long way towards making dedicated 
health staff feel more valued, lift 
fl agging morale and help turn the tide 
on staffi ng problems.”
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The pH of soil refers to the 
measured level of acidity or 
alkalinity in your soil.
The pH scale ranges from 1.0 up 

to 14.0, with 7.0 being neutral.
If soil pH is higher than 7.0, it is 

alkaline.
If the soil is lower than 7.0, it is 

acidic.
It is important to know your soil 

pH because it can have a great 
effect on the nutrients available 
to your plants. When the pH is too 
high or too low, your plants may 
get too much of some nutrients 
and not enough of others.

Testing Soil pH
Checking your soil pH is fairly 

easy. It only takes a minute to get 
your pH reading and the testers 
can be used over and over.
It is very important to take 

samples from different sites in 
your gardens and beds as pH can 
vary even within a small area.

Adjusting Soil pH
If your pH test shows your soil 

to be between 6.0 and 7.0, you do 
not need to adjust the pH as it is 
perfectly fine for most plants.

FOR PH BELOW 6.0 
(ACIDIC SOIL)
For low pH readings you need 

to add lime to your soil - garden 
lime, that is (calcium carbonate). 
This is available at the Growers in 
the Market.
Applying about 5 to 10 pounds 

of garden lime for every 100 sq. 
feet will raise the soil pH by one 
full number (from 5.0 to 6.0, for 
instance).
Add the right amount based on 

your initial soil pH reading and 
work it into the top few inches of 
soil.
You can apply the lime at any 

time of the year, but it’s best 
to add several month before 
planting.
Thereafter, you should test pH 

yearly and adjust as necessary.

FOR PH ABOVE 7.0 
(ALKALINE SOIL)
To lower pH you have your 

choice of soil additives – ground 
sulfur, calcium sulfate, iron 
sulfate, aluminum sulfate, or 

garden gypsum, which can likely 
be found on St Helena.
Apply them according to the 

package instructions (each will 
be different), or ask the Growers 
for tips. Amount will depend on 
how much you need to lower your 
soil pH.
Thereafter you should test pH 

yearly and adjust as necessary.

Understanding Soil pH

DIY Soil pH Test
Testing for Alkalinity

Take a soil sample from 4 to 6 inches 
below the surface of your garden. If you 
have a small garden, you can mix soil 
for 3 to 4 different spots. If you have a 
large or spread-out garden, it would be 
better to test several samples separately.

Remove any stones, sticks, or other 
foreign debris and break up any large 
clumps.

Put about 1 cup of soil into a clean, 
glass container and add enough water to 
turn the soil to mud.

Add a 1/2 cup of vinegar and stir 
slightly. If the soil fizzes, foams, or 
bubbles, your soil is alkaline. If not, test 
it for acidity.

Testing for Acidity
Take a soil sample from 4-6 inches 

below the surface of your garden. Do 
not try this second test on the soil you 
poured vinegar on.

Remove any stones, sticks, or other 
foreign debris and break up any large 
clumps.

Put about 1 cup of soil into a clean, 
glass container and enough water to 
turn the soil to mud.

Add a 1/2 cup of baking soda and stir.
If the soil fizzes, foams, or bubbles, 

your soil is acidic. If neither test 
produced much of an effect, your soil is 
probably in the neutral range.

This test can tell you toward which end 
of the soil ph scale your soil is leaning, 
but for an exact measurement, you will 
need to get a pH soil testing kit or send 
a soil sample out to a lab for testing. 
You can purchase home testing kits 
at most garden centers and your local 
cooperative extension service often sells 
them, too. They can also test your soil 
for you.

In general, acidic soil is made neutral 
by adding lime and alkaline soil is 
corrected with sulfur. How much to add 
depends on the actual correction needed, 
so the more accurate the test the better.

Epsom Salt Uses 
in the Garden 

1. Improve seed germination

Using epsom salt as a soil 
amendment before seeding will 
give your garden a powerful boost 
right from the start. Magnesium 
aids in seed germination and helps 
to strengthen cell walls, leading 
to more and stronger seedlings. 
For best results, incorporate 1 cup 
of salt per 100 sq. feet of tilled 
soil, or mix 1-2 tablespoons into 
the soil at the bottom of each hole 
before dropping in seeds.

2. Increase nutrient absorption

Many commercial fertilizers add 
magnesium to help plant roots 
take up vital nutrients (nitrogen, 
phosphorus, sulfur). For those 
using all-organic materials to feed 
their gardens, adding Epsom alt 
to soil will improve absorption 
naturally, eliminating the need for 
processed chemical fertilizers.

Trying to grow your own garden on St Helena but not getting the results you want? 
You might be suffering from incorrect soil pH, something you can adjust with a little 

understanding.
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Crossword
Word Wheel

Can you use your knowledge to find out the answer to 
these clues?

How many words can you create? 
(Using two letters or more, the letter 

in the middle and only the letters 
shown below for each word)

“Intelligence is the ability to adapt to 
change.”

- Stephen Hawking

Famous Quotes

Jokes of the

Week
Two goldfish were in their tank. 
One turns to the other and says, 
“You man the guns, I’ll drive.”

One day, a first-grade teacher was 
reading the story of Chicken Little 
to her class. She came to the part 
where Chicken Little warns the 
farmer. 

She read, "...and Chicken Little 
went up to the farmer and said, 
"the sky is falling!" 

The teacher then asked the class, 
"And what do you think the farmer 
said?" 

One little girl raised her hand 
and said, "I think he said, ‘Oh My 
Goodness! A talking chicken!’"
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Lyn Hughes, editor-in-chief and 
co-founder of the UK’s Wanderlust 
travel magazine, gave a presentation 
at the Museum Thursday, March 16.

Lyn, who has been recognised by 
organisations like The Times and the 
British Travel Press Awards as one of 
the most infl uential women in travel, 
started her presentation by showing 
statistics about ‘the British traveller’ 
before focusing on St Helena as a 
tourist destination.

While on the island for her week-
long stay, Lyn had talked to tour 
operators, other travellers and 
Saints, and had read feedback sheets 
from tour operators’ clients that 
had visited St Helena. She used the 
information to compile a list of 
positive tourism aspects, a list of 
negative tourism aspects and a list of 
tourism opportunities on St Helena.

Lyn began the St Helena-focused 
section of her talk March 16 by 
listing what she found to be the 
positives of travelling to St Helena:

• The friendliness of the locals, and 
the authentic feeling of the island, 
was high on her list. She said most 
travellers now look for places with 
an “authentic” feel, and that she had 
found the Saints to be an incredibly 
friendly, welcoming and unique 
people. 

• St Helena is not over-touristed, 
which most places in the world now 
are. Lyn mentioned that she was 
amazed at how she could go to St 
Helena’s main tourist attractions – 
like Plantation House (where she met 
Jonathan the tortoise) and Post Box 
walks, and have no queues to wait 
in, and sometimes even be entirely 

What to 
Do, What 
to Know: 

Visiting St 
Helena

Mic-kail Harris & Emma Weaver, SAMS

alone.
• St Helena is a year-round 

destination, meaning that the 
weather is mild enough that 
travellers will enjoy themselves at 
any point, and that travellers always 
have something to see and do no 
matter the season. Whale sharks 
and humpback whales show up 
seasonally, but things like wirebirds, 
Diana’s Peak and the astounding 
history and heritage of the island are 
here all the time.

• To end the list of positives, Lyn 
said that for the British traveller, 
knowing  St Helena is “exotic,” yet 
still shares features with the UK  
(like the pound currency and driving 
on the left), will be a big driver for 
bringing Brits to the island.

Lyn then began gently on her list 
of St Helena’s current negatives in 
the tourism market (notably, she 
said that as the island is a “new 
destination,” teething issues are 
expected – and that by recognising 
any negatives, the island could go 
about taking care of them):

• Although many people may have 
heard of St Helena, most could not 
point out St Helena on a map. Lyn 
said that raising more awareness, and 
awaiting upcoming media coverage 
and word-of-mouth of tourists to 
spread, could alter this ‘negative.’

• Tourists may be deterred by it 
being impossible to spend 10 days – 
apparently, one of the most popular 
lengths for holidays – on the island. 
Lyn felt a week was slightly too short 
to see all the island has to offer, but 
two weeks would cut into work too 
greatly.

• The price of the journey to St 

Helena makes sense, considering 
the situation, but Lyn also said it 
may put some travellers off or delay 
their journeys to the island. Tour 
operators, Lyn said, were offering St 
Helena as a week’s-stay destination 
for around £2,000-£5,000 at the 
least.

• A lack of public toilets stocked 
with toilet paper, and a lack of tour 
guides arranging toilet or drink stops 
during tours, was another thing Lyn 
experienced during her stay that she 
felt could put other tourists off.

• The food shortages are 
unavoidable – but knowing how to 
inform tourists quickly about why 
the shortages occur and how to make 
it part of ‘the experience’ would be a 
way to battle anyone feeling put-off 
by, for example, eggs being listed on 
a menu but the restaurant not having 
fresh eggs. 

• Connectivity is ‘frustrating’ for 
tourists who want to post on social 
media and share stunning photos/
experiences of the island – and 
especially for journalists needing to 
upload content or research. Lyn said 
she hopes the fi bre-optic cable will 
do the island good. 

• One of the biggest negatives Lyn 
experienced herself and also said 
travellers complained about, was 
not being able to spend as much 
money as they had wanted to. As the 
island’s economy is relying on higher 
tourism numbers than it is seeing, 
capitalising on the tourists the island 
does see is critical. 

One thing stopping travellers 
spending as much money as they 
otherwise would, is that they are not 
always aware they must stop at the 
Bank of St Helena outlet in the 

A wirebird chick near South-
West Point. Photo by Emma Weaver.
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On an island relying heavily on 
increasing tourism, two young people 
are rising up through the ranks.

Laura Duncan (17) and Laura 
O’Keeffe (18) held their first tourism 
event last month. They are the only 
two students on the island currently 
taking an A Level in Travel and 
Tourism.

“I’ve always had an interest in 
tourism, and especially because it 
has so many aspects to it,” said 
St Helenian Laura Duncan. “And 
tourism on the island - we have so 
much potential. So to be able to grow 
up and help with that, it just feels 
like such an accomplishment.”

The girls began their course in 
September 2017, and in November 
were assigned a project to create and 
deliver a tourism event on St Helena, 
for 33 percent of their overall marks. 

By December, Laura and Laura 
had chosen “dark tourism” as their 
genre.

“Dark tourism is basically anything 
to do with ghost stories, or anything 
- not gruesome, but a little less of a 
harsh word than that - that happens 

Tourism Students Host “Ghost Stories Night” Event
Emma Weaver, SAMS

Airport as soon as they arrive, as they 
assume they can either get money 
out later on Saturday or on Sunday, 
or that they can use a card.

The other major thing stopping 
money being spent is the opening 
times of shops. Saints are used to 
the opening hours, but travellers are 
often unaware, and therefore taken 
aback when they try to go shopping 
on a Wednesday afternoon or on a 
Sunday.

• Finally, Lyn said that the time it 
takes most businesses etc. on the 
island to reply to queries will deter 
many a traveller. British travellers 
expect a reply within 24 hours – 
and if they don’t get a reply within 
such a period of time, they will likely 
have already moved on to the next 
business or next travel destination.

Lyn ended her presentation by 
saying that St Helena has a lot of 
opportunity within the tourism 
market. 

History and heritage, as well as 
walking, are some of the main 
destination drivers of British tourists. 
Lyn said she was astounded by Basil 
George’s historical walking tour, and 
said that the history and heritage 
of St Helena could be critical to the 

tourism numbers if publicised. 
She also said the nature, like the 

micro-climates and the endemics 
– and for Brits, especially the bird-
watching opportunity presented 
by the Wirebird – could help grow 
tourism. 

Fostering more home-grown 
tour providers is necessary moving 
forward as well, Lyn felt, as the ones 

she experienced were “wonderful,” 
but the island will need more tour 
guides as greater amounts of tourists 
come to St Helena.

And finally, Lyn repeated that the 
authenticity of the people and the 
culture on the island needs to be 
preserved and publicised, as it makes 
the island stand out as a destination 
in 2018 and beyond.

in a certain place,” Laura Duncan 
said. 

She said St Helena was a perfect 
place to market ghostly retellings.

“[On St Helena], because we have 
so many ghost stories and so many 
places with ghost stories, we thought  
it would be a really nice [thing] to 
advertise it, since it hasn’t already 
been advertised.”

The two Lauras did research into 
dark tourism surrounding ghost 
stories. They said they found that in 
other places in the world, that type of 
tourism event had worked well.

Though English courses in the 
island’s schools take kids to places 
like Plantation Forest to practice 
atmospheric writing, St Helena 
Tourism currently does not host any 
ghostly dark tourism events.

After over two months of 
preparation, on Feb. 19 the two 
Lauras met with around 10 invited 
guests at the Plantation House 
grounds for a Ghost Stories night. 
As darkness descended, the group 
followed the two Lauras through the 
Tortoise Viewing Corridor, into the 
dim forrest of creaking bamboo and 
toward Butcher’s Grave.

“We wrote a script and we divided 
that equally between the two of us,” 
Laura O’Keeffe said. “And also we 
had sound effects[...] and there was 
a lot of natural sound. It was quite a 
cool atmosphere.”

The Lauras are now continuing to 
finalise business plans and other 
aspects of the event to finish their 
course. 

They hope to see - and maybe have 
a hand in - dark tourism events 
being offered on St Helena, perhaps 
at places like High Knoll.

St James’ Church, the 
oldest Anglican church in 
the Southern Hemisphere. 
Photo by Mic-kail Harris.

Tourism students Laura O’Keeffe and Laura 
Duncan retelling ghost stories at Plantation 
grounds. Photo provided.
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Thomas-Lee 
Young: South London

Around the 
World in 80 

Saints

Thomas-Lee Young, better known 
as Tommy-Lee, son of Lolly Young and 
Brian Laurie, has travelled to more than 
20 countries in just three years. 

What were you doing on the 
island before you departed? 

“I was working in Thorpe’s 
Wholesale store as a delivery driver 
and store man.”

When/Why did you depart St 
Helena? 

“Well, I left in November 2014 to 
do the Governor’s Cup Yacht Race. 
After the race, in January 2015 I was 
lucky enough to be part of the team 
that helped to deliver the yacht to 
Gibraltar and I haven’t been back 
home since.”

What have you achieved since 
departing St Helena? 

“I kind of have a full passport 
because I have visited 20 countries/
islands now. I have many amazing 
life experiences now.”

What have you been doing since 
departing the island? 

“I have been living in London. I 
was working in street food, kind of 
like Mike’s Munchies back home, for 
an American Company selling Philly 
Cheesesteaks.”

When were you last here on the 
island? 

“January 2015 was the last time I 
was home, so over three years now.”

Since departing St Helena, what 
have you missed about the 
island? 

“Because I live in London, I miss the 
warm sunshine and great weather. 
I definitely miss being away from 
the beautiful South Atlantic Ocean. I 
always miss my family.”

Do you plan to come back to the 
island? 

“I want to come back to visit soon 

Donna Crowie, SAMS

to see how everything is progressing 
since the airport has opened. 
However, I feel I am not ready to 
move back to settle anytime soon.”

Any message for family and 
friends? 

“Have faith in God and everything 
is possible, if we count our blessings 
every single day and be grateful 
for everything we have. So many 
opportunities are out there for us. 
Always believe in ourselves and 
go out and live life. Thank you to 
everyone in my life. Family, friends, 
teachers, colleagues, you all have 
helped me to get to where I am right 
now in life. God Bless you all.”
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The Women’s Sports Association will hold 
a Volleyball Tournament for ladies aged 15 
years and over commencing in April 2018. 

Interested teams can obtain a registration 
form from Clare Harris on telephone 24816 
or email clare.d.harris@gmail.com.  

The closing date for registering teams is 
Tuesday, 3rd April 2018.  
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Saturday 24th March 2018
0915 – 1000 

Sabbath School Programme
1000 – 1045 Group Bible Study

1100 – 1200 Divine Service
1400 – 1500 Youth

 
 Every Wednesday

Wednesday 28th March 2018
1930 – 2030 Prayer Meeting

 
All are Welcome

 
For further information contact:
Pastor Paul Millin Tel No 22267

Activities at the Army this weekend

EVERY FRIDAY 
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SHOP AND CAFÉ 

OPEN FROM 10AM TO 1PM   

SUNDAY 25TH MARCH  
MORNING WORSHIP FOR PALM SUNDAY 

AT THE HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL 
AT 11AM.   EVERYONE IS WARMLY 

WELCOME.  

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 
PRAYER MEETING & BIBLE STUDY AT 

THE HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL AT 7.30 
PM.  ALL ARE WELCOME.  

There is always a warm welcome for you 
at the Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about 
The Salvation Army’s activities, 

contact Lt. Coral Yon on telephone nos 
22703/24358.  

Take care and God bless.

Prayer meeting at the home of Anthony 
and Elaine Hopkins on Saturday morning 
at 8am

Praise and Worship service at Kingshurst 
Community Centre  On Sunday 25th 
March at 11am

Sunday School at 11:30am

Combined Cell meeting at Deasons 
Sheltered accommodation Longwood 
on Wednesday 28th March at 5pm 
(Fellowship tea) 

The Christian Bookshop will be open at 
10:30- 12:30 on Saturday the 24th March 
at Longwood Enterprise park Unit 3

For further information contact 23249

All are welcome.

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

               
“O Son of Man!

Sorrow not save that thou art far from 
Us.  Rejoice not save that thou art 

drawing near and returning unto Us.”

-Baha’i Scripture
   

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
BAHA’I CENTRE

Gumwoods
8pm

THURSDAY EVENINGS

ALL ARE WELCOME
Telephone 24342   

                          
For further information, please contact 

Barbara George on
24525 or Busy.Bee@helanta.co.sh

CATHOLIC  CHURCH

Sunday 25th PALM SUNDAY
Holy Mass 10 a.m. with distr. of palms & 
Reading of the Passion

Wednesday 28th March 
6.30 p.m. Stations of the Cross followed 
by refreshments

Thursday 29th March - Maundy 
Thursday

7.p.m. Mass of Mandatum &  Inst. of the 
Eucharist

Friday 30th – Good Friday
3 p.m.  Passion of our Lord, Solemn 
Intercessions,Veneration of the Cross & 
Communion

Saturday 31st March
7 p.m. Easter Vigil of Fire, Exsultet, 
Readings, Renewal of Bapt. Promises, 
Eucharist.

Sunday 1st April – Easter Sunday
10 a.m. Easter Mass 

Christ is risen; indeed he is risen. 
Khrystos Voskres! Joyeuses Páques! 
З Великодніми святами  Geseënde 
Paasfees  Wesołych Świąt Wielkanocnych
Pasg Hapus  ¡Felices Pascuas!  Frohe 
Ostern  Maligayang pasko ng pagkabuhay 
Happy Easter

Sacrament of Reconciliation / Confession 
on request 

Any queries: 22535

DIOCESE  OF  SAINT  HELENA
  

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul's

Sunday 25th March – Palm Sunday
8 a.m. Eucharist at the Cathedral
10 a.m. Eucharist with Procession at the 
Cathedral

Wednesday 28th March
5 p.m. – 6 pm. Confessions at the 
Cathedral

Thursday 29th March – Maundy 
Thursday

10 a.m. Chrism Mass at the Cathedral

Saturday 31st March – Holy Saturday
7 p.m. Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter 
at the Cathedral

1st April – Easter Sunday
8 a.m. Easter Mass at St Andrew's

The Parish of St James

Sunday 25th March – Palm Sunday
9.30 a.m. Eucharist with Procession at St 
James

Friday 30th – Good Friday
1 p.m. – 3 p.m.  Liturgy with Veneration 
of the Cross at St James

1st April – Easter Sunday
9.30 a.m. Easter Mass at St James

The Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 25 March - Palm Sunday

11.15 a.m.  Communion (Reserved 
Sacrament) with distribution of Palms

Thursday 29th March – Maundy 
Thursday

7 p.m. Mass of the Lord's Supper/Vigil at 
St Mark's

Friday 30th – Good Friday
5 p.m. Stations of the Cross at St 
Matthew's

1st April – Easter Sunday
11.15 a.m. Easter Mass at St Mark's

A blessed Easter to one and all, + Bishop 
Richard 

BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday Services - 25th March
Sandy Bay Chapel                               08.45 pm
Head O'Wain Chapel                            10.45 pm
Jamestown Chapel                              06.00 pm

Bible Studies

Tuesday - 27th March        
Jamestown Schoolroom                      07.00 pm

Thursday - 29th March        
Sandy Bay Chapel                                05.30 pm   

Good Friday - 30th March
Sandy Bay Chapel                               08.00 am
Head O'Wain Chapel                           10.00 am
Jamestown Chapel                              10.00 am

ALL ARE WELCOME 



21

NOTICE BOARD

www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL | Thursday 22 March 2018

President – Mrs Patsy Flagg
Chairman – Ms Hazel Stevens

Vice-Chairman – vacant
Secretary – Ms Doreen Bagley

Treasurer – Mrs Margaret Duncan
Members – Mrs Faith Nicholls

Mrs Heather Cranfi eld 
Mrs Greta Plato

Thank you – Yours sincerely,
Doreen G. Bagley (Sec)

The Annual General Meeting of the 
Women’s Corona Society was held on 

Wednesday, 28th February 2018. 

The Committee now consists of:

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc 
 

Main Street, Jamestown, Island of St Helena, STHL 1ZZ 

Tel: 290 22380, Fax: 290 22423, Email: generalenquiries@solomons.co.sh 

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com  
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APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application has been received in respect of the following proposal: 

 

1. Application 2018/35: FULL Planning Application for Construction of a 2 Bedroom Dwelling, Nr Sundale on Parcel 

1346 Half Tree Hollow, adjacent to William Yon.  Applicant:  Shannon Henry  

 

2. Application 2018/25: (Revised Drawings) FULL Planning Application for Partial Demolition at the rear of the 

building to create Two Doorways and Installation of Two Disabled Access Ramps with Landings, The Canister 

on Parcel 070016, 070016A, 070002 Jamestown.  Applicant:  Enterprise St Helena 

 

Copies of the Application and Plans may be inspected by Prior Appointment with the Planning Section, Essex 

House, Main Street, Jamestown Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 4pm.  Appointments can be made with the 

Secretary on Telephone No 22270 or email Karen-Isaac@enrd.gov.sh stating the Application Reference Number 

they wish to inspect.  

   

Any person who wishes to make Representations on the above Application should make them in writing within 14 

days, to the Planning Office, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown or Email shane.williams@enrd.gov.sh 

 

Public Review Commencement Date : 22 March 2018 

Public Review Closing Date  : 6 April 2018 

 

Riana De Wet 

Chief Planning Officer  
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VACANCY FOR CUSTOMS OFFICER
An opportunity is available within the HM Customs and Excise Section to anyone seeking to start a career and develop 
new skills or build on existing skills. 

The Customs Officer will be responsible for contributing to the effective running of the Customs Section.  Duties 
include:

- Ensuring the effective control of passengers, crew and cargo of all arrivals in Saint Helena and that all 
revenue due is assessed and collected accurately within time limits;

- Detecting and deterring smuggling and fraud by effectively enforcing the laws regarding Duty, Prohibited 
and Restricted goods in accordance with the Customs Ordinance and associated legislation;

- Board all vessels (and Aircraft) on arrival in Saint Helena, to check and verify declarations made, ensure 
security of dutiable goods and the detention of prohibited and restricted goods, to search for undeclared or illegal 
goods. To issue clearance on arrival and departure for all vessels (aircraft) on arrival and prior to departure from Saint 
Helena.

As this is a frontline service, applicants should have: 
• GCSE Math’s, English and IT at Grade C or above or an equivalent qualification and a clean vetting certificate;
• Good oral and written communication skills and the ability to deal with the public from diverse backgrounds;
• Good customer care skills; have an eye for detail and the ability to act on their own initiative within policy 
guidelines; 
• Undertaken or be prepared to undertake Personal Safety Training in the use of Rigid Handcuffs, Extendable 
Batons and Incapacitate Pepper Spray  to effectively carry out arrests;
• Class A Driver’s License;
• Experience in cash handling.  

The successful candidate will be required to work unsocial hours including early mornings/late evenings/night shifts, 
weekends and Public Holidays and must be prepared to board vessels and yachts in all weather conditions. 

The successful candidate possessing the relevant skills and experience will be paid at Grade C, which is £8,613 per 
annum. 
A monthly non-pensionable enhancement will also be payable for work performed out of hours.  Applicants will also 
be considered from persons who are willing to attain the relevant skills and experience.

For further information about the post and a copy of the job profile, interested persons can contact Miss Juliette 
O’Dean, Acting Head of Customs on telephone no. 22287 or email juliette.odean@sainthelena.gov.sh.
Application forms can be obtained from Corporate Human Resources or Corporate Finance and should be submitted 
through directors, where applicable, to Sarah Williams, Corporate Human Resources, The Castle or e-mail: sarah.
williams@sainthelena.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Tuesday 27 March 2018. 

All appointments are subject to the successful candidate providing satisfactory clearances, including a medical check 
and vetting/DBS clearance. SHG reserves the right to have information provided on the application form independently 
verified. 

SHG positively accepts applications from all members of the community regardless of race, gender, disability, age, 
sexual orientation, religion or belief, and will consider all applications on the basis of merit, in accordance with the 
person specification. All disabled applicants meeting the minimum criteria listed in the job profile will be guaranteed 
an interview. 

Corporate Services        13 March 2018 

PUBLIC NOTICE
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VACANCY
Senior Accounts Executive

Corporate Finance has an opportunity for a Senior Accounts Executive to work within their Accounting Services Section.  The post holder will be responsible for the 
effective management of the Accounts Payable and Receivable functions of the financial management system, ensuring all Government revenue and expenditure is 
accurately recorded.

The successful applicant will be responsible for:

• Management of the Sales and Purchases Ledgers
• Ensuring prompt recovery of Debts
• Processing payments in accordance with the Financial Regulations

Applicants should have at least 3 years’ experience in a similar accounting role and at least 2 years’ experience in supervising staff.  A good understanding in both 
accounts payable and receivable processes to enable a flexible, inter-changeable role.

Applicants should possess intermediate analytical skills and good financial management skills, be proficient in Microsoft applications and the Accounting software 
package Access Dimensions.  Applicants are expected to be highly motivated and an effective team player with the ability to relate to officers at all levels across SHG.  

Persons interested should have attained GCSE Maths and English at Grade C or above and ACCA Certified Accounting Technician Level 2 or equivalent.  

Salary for the post will be at Grade C commencing £8,613 per annum. 

For further details about the post, interested persons should contact Sara Benjamin, Accounting Services and Budget Manager on telephone number 22470 or e-mail: 
sara.benjamin@sainthelena.gov.sh  or Sarah Greentree, Senior Accounts Executive on telephone number 22470 or e-mail: sarah.greentree@sainthelena.gov.sh. 

Application forms can be obtained from Corporate Human Resources and Corporate Finance and should be submitted through Directors, where applicable, to Clare 
O’Dean, Corporate Human Resources, The Castle or e-mail clare.odean@sainthelena.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Tuesday 3 April 2018.

All appointments are subject to the successful candidate providing satisfactory clearances, including a medical check and vetting/DBS clearance. SHG reserves the 
right to have information provided on the application form independently verified.
SHG positively accepts applications from all members of the community regardless of race, gender, disability, age, sexual orientation, religion or belief, and will 
consider all applications on the basis of merit, in accordance with the person specification. All disabled applicants meeting the minimum criteria listed in the job 
profile will be guaranteed an interview.
Corporate Services          March 2018 

PUBLIC NOTICE
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End of Year Accounts  
Bank of St Helena Ltd would like to remind all Commercial Lending Clients that they are required to submit a copy of 
their End of Year Accounts, for the Financial Year 2017-2018, by no later than 30 June 2018. This should include a    
minimum of: 
 
 Income & Expenditure Account/ Trading, Profit & Loss Account 
 Balance Sheet  
 Depreciation Schedule 
 

Insurance Renewals  
In addition, Commercial and Personal Lending Clients, who have secured loans with Bank of St Helena, are reminded to 
submit a copy of their insurance documentation whenever they renew or amend the relevant policy.  
 
Please submit all necessary documentation for either End of Year Accounts or Insurance Renewal to the Lending      
Section, Bank of St Helena Ltd, Market Street, Jamestown. Failure to comply will result in a Reminder Letter being sent 
to the Client and the appropriate fee being deducted from their Bank Account.   
 
For further assistance or information, contact the Lending Section on +290 22390 or email                                         
commerciallending@sainthelenabank.com  / personallending@sainthelenabank.com  

REMINDERS 

H e a d  O f f i c e :  M a r k e t  S t r e e t  ·  J a m e s t o w n  ·  S t  H e l e n a  I s l a n d  ·  S T H L  1 Z Z  
T. +290 22390 · F. +290 22553 · email. info@sainthelenabank.com · web www.sainthelenabank.com  

Established and regulated under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008, the Company Ordinance, 2004 and the Company Regulations 2004 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application has been received in respect of the following proposal:

1. Application 2018/35: FULL Planning Application for Construction of a 2 Bedroom Dwelling, Nr Sundale on Parcel 
1346 Half Tree Hollow, adjacent to William Yon. Applicant: Shannon Henry

2. Application 2018/25: (Revised Drawings) FULL Planning Application for Partial Demolition at the rear of the 
building to create Two Doorways and Installation of Two Disabled Access Ramps with Landings, The Canister on 
Parcel 070016, 070016A, 070002 Jamestown. Applicant: Enterprise St Helena

Copies of the Application and Plans may be inspected by Prior Appointment with the Planning Section, Essex 
House, Main Street, Jamestown Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 4pm. Appointments can be made with the 
Secretary on Telephone No 22270 or email Karen-Isaac@enrd.gov.sh stating the Application Reference Number 
they wish to inspect.

Any person who wishes to make Representations on the above Application should make them in writing within 
14 days, to the Planning Office, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown or Email shane.williams@enrd.gov.sh

Public Review Commencement Date : 22 March 2018
Public Review Closing Date : 6 April 2018

Riana De Wet
Chief Planning Officer

APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION

The St. Helena Airport is providing an excellent opportunity for an experienced fire fighter to join a team of professional Fire Fighters as 
firefighter/ aircraft ground handling staff member.  The successful applicant will be a member of the Rescue and Fire Fighting Service and 
will be trained in the use of Aircraft Ground Service equipment to support aircraft turnarounds at the St Helena Airport.  This is a full time 
position with staff contracts being reviewed annually.  Uniforms and PPE will be provided.

Applicants must be of a professional manner and achieve the following:

 A full medical assessment
 Pass a narcotic test
 Pass a fitness assessment and agility test
 Clean driving license (J4)
 Able to pass a Criminal Background Check and Employment verification Check
In accordance with the Overseas Territories Aviation Requirement (OTAR) 178. 

All applicants will be viewed with preferred experiences and certifications in the following:

 Experience within a firefighting service
 Experience within an airport environment
 Fire fighter 1 and 2 or equivalent
 Driver/pump operator

The safety driven environment will expose the applicant to new hazards.  It would be advantageous if the applicant is:

 Safety conscious 
 Willing to undergo continued training 
 Has a Professional demeanor

Candidates interested in applying for this exciting opportunity, should arrange collection of an application form  from and submit to Mr Marc 
Fowler, Rescue and Fire Fighting Manager,  St Helena Airport.
Telephone: 25180 Ext 135. Email: RFFSManager@airportsthelena.com

Applications for this Post will close on Thursday 29th March 2018.
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Invitation to Tender
The Saint Helena Government wishes to invite suitably 
experienced contractors to submit tenders for the 
following contract-
Refurbishment of Government Landlord Housing at 
No.3 Bradley’s
Copies of the tender document can be obtained from
Miss Tiffany Lawrence
Procurement Officer
Essex House
Jamestown
Telephone No: 22270 or email tiffany-lawrence@
enrd.gov.sh
A site visit to view the works will take place on 
Wednesday, 21 March 2018, at 10am, meeting at 
Bradley’s Apartments.
If you require any further details, please contact the 
Assistant Buildings Manager, Mr Theron Henry, on 
telephone number 22270 or email theron-henry@
enrd.gov.sh .
Completed tenders should be placed in the Tender 
Box at Essex House by 12noon on Wednesday, 04 April 
2018.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is 
not being advertised overseas.

INVITATION TO TENDER – Management of 
Jamestown Swimming Pool 

Reference  CS-0021-SHG

The St Helena Government is seeking Invitation to 
Tender for Management of Jamestown Swimming 
Pool.    

Full documentation and the specifications can be found 
on the St Helena Government e-procurement system 
which can be accessed via https://in-tendhost.co.uk/
sainthelena following registration on the system.

User guides are available via the “Supplier 
Information” tab to assist prospective suppliers 
registering on the e-Procurement system.

Any questions in the interim should be addressed to 
the Procurement Office for the attention of Christy 
Joshua, Procurement Officer.

E-mail christy.joshua@sainthelena.gov.sh 

The deadline for submisisons is 12.00 GMT on Firday, 
13 April 2018.

SHG
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Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc 
 

Main Street, Jamestown, Island of St Helena, STHL 1ZZ 
Tel: 290 22380, Fax: 290 22423, Email: generalenquiries@solomons.co.sh 

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com  
Prosperity Through Partnership 

Registered Office: Blue Fin Building, 110 Southwark Street, London, SE1 0SU, England 
Registered in England and Wales, Reg No. 496276 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
Users of and visitors to Solomons Horse Pasture picnic site 
are kindly asked: 
 
• to refrain from using motor and quad bikes at all 

times;  
• to place all litter in suitable containers or in the bins 

provided and to either leave refuse near the gate 
entrance to Horse Pasture, or take it away with you 
at the end of your visit;  

• not to cut or destroy trees;  
• not to leave fires unattended and to ensure they are 

fully extinguished before leaving the property. 
 
Persons failing to observe the above maybe restricted from 
using the premises in future. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation in relation to the above. 
 
Solomons would like to wish all of our customers a happy 
and enjoyable Easter. 

Believe and Achieve St Helena (‘BASH’)

MENTORS REQUIRED!!
BASH is a new charity on St Helena which seeks to focus on the personal 
and social development of young people aged between 14 -16 years at Prince 
Andrew School. At the heart of this, is our mentoring program. Mentors will 
assist mentees to explore their strengths and create positive role models to aid 
their navigation into a confident future. 

Our program champion, Miss Louise Macmorran, Head of Governor’s Office, is 
keen to this cause as she has had past experience and success with mentoring.

We successfully launched the program at Prince Andrew School on Monday 19th March 2018 and 
now seek to formally recruit mentors. 

How to become a mentor

You will be required to complete a short application form and briefly meet with us in person. Once 
you have been paired with a mentee we will provide basic training and a mentoring starter pack. 
Applications are required by Monday 2 April 2018.

Please contact us by telephone (65089) and speak to Amira Abdel-Aziz or Esther John, and via 
e-mail (bash@helanta.co.sh) in the first instance. 

Please note that while we launched the program at Prince Andrew School, the program is not linked 
to the school. Please therefore contact us by the above methods should you have any questions.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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KEEP SAFE DURING MAUNDY THURSDAY
SEA RESCUE SERVICE ISSUES SAFETY PRECAUTIONS TO FISHERMEN

Maundy Thursday falls this year on 29 March. As per tradition, many members of the public spend this time fishing 
at various locations around the Island. 

The Sea Recue Service advises the public to consider taking the following items on their fishing trip:

• VHF radio/mobile phone
• Life Jacket
• Any prescription medication
• Suitable clothing for the weather conditions, additionally if possible some sort of Hi-Vis
• First Aid Kit
• Adequate lighting

Fishermen are encouraged to inform a family member or friend of their intended fishing location and their expected 
time of return. It is not recommended that anyone fish alone.
Throughout Maundy Thursday night, the Sea Rescue Service will be patrolling various fishing spots. If any assistance 
is required they will be monitoring VHF Channel 16. The Sea Rescue Service can be signalled by a flashing or waving 
light and, as usual, will still be contactable in an emergency via telephone number 999.
The following tides are expected during Maundy Thursday and Good Friday: 

Maundy Thursday  

High tide: 01.12hrs - 0.87m, Low tide: 07.27hrs - 0.04m

High tide: 13.42hrs - 0.97m, Low tide: 19.58hrs - 0.07m

Sunrise: 06.28hrs, Sunset: 18.26hrs

Moonrise: 17.16hrs

Good Friday

High tide: 01.57hrs - 0.92m, Low tide: 08.10hrs - 0.00m

High tide: 14.25hrs - 1.00m, Low tide: 20.38hrs - 0.05m

Sunrise: 06.28hrs, Sunset: 18.26hrs

Moonset: 05.23hrs

The forecast for wind direction on Maundy Thursday from 1200hrs onwards is blowing from the easterly direction at 
15knots, with a south-west swell of 4-6ft peaking at 8ft in height.

The weather forecast for Maundy Thursday will also be posted at the main landing steps at the lower Wharf.

The Sea Rescue team would like to wish everyone a safe and happy Easter.

#StHelena #SeaRescue #EasterSafetyAdvice 

https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt 

SHG
21 March 2018
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Philip Lionel John
In Loving Memory of

Born: 10th September 1948, suddenly called to rest 29th January 2018 at 69 years
*****************************************************************Wife Liz, Son Adrian and Partner Peggy, Daughter Karen & Son-in-Law Jeffrey, Daughter 

Shanna and Partner Christian, together with grandchildren Roxanne, Reshad, Kayla, Alaina, 
Anelle, Torriz and Great-Grandson Bentley-Scott Would like to express their sincere thanks to the 

everyone who have supported them following the death of someone so dear to them; A loving Husband, 
Dad and Grandad, who suddenly passed away peacefully at his home in St. Paul ’s on Monday 29th 

January 2018 at the age of 69 years.
Extra Special Thanks are extended to:

Philip’s Brothers David & Peter, Wendy & Rita, Dave, Jane, Charlene & Martin
Sister-in-Law Dora & Pat George, Brother-in-Law Robert & Joan Scipio, Sister-in-Law Miriam Henry

Father Clive & Bishop John for conducting the funeral Service & the Burial
The staff at Philip’s Shop, Sunnyside & The Sawmill, Joan Phillips, Verona & Freddie

His Great Pal Johnny Isaac for the loan of his buses, His Good Friend Peter & Doreen Thorpe
John & Betty Joshua, Raymond & Jenny Williams, Joy George for playing the Organ

Malvina Clifford, Sonia & Aubrey Lawrence, Sharon Henry, Tracey Williams for the loan of Kingshurst
His God-Daughter Christine Scipio-Odean for all your help and support, Roy Williams, The Carriers & The Grave-Diggers

Daniel Leo & Friends for the wonderful musical accompaniment at the Grave-Side
Robert Crowie, Mark Dalton, Larry Augustus, Nurse Anna, and Dr. Kamar 

for your professionalism and great support on the day Philip died.
The Coroner; Mr Nick Aldridge, Yvonne, Amelia & Belinda at the Judicial Services.

And  to everyone else who has helped us in any way, to all those who attended the Funeral Service, 
Bought Floral Tributes, Send Cards or Visited us after the death of someone so special to us.

A Tribute to our special DAD
He never looked for praises, he was never one to boast,

He just kept on working quietly for the ones he loved the most.
His dreams were seldom spoken, his wants were very few,

And most of the time his worries – they went unspoken too.
He was always there….a firm foundation, through all our storms of life

A sturdy hand to hold on to in times of stress and strife.
A true friend we could turn to, when times were good or bad,

He was the greatest blessing in our lives….. That wonderful man who we called DAD
So Daddy…as you are now in your peaceful resting place, we know that you will 
always be watching over us everyday, and guiding us as we follow in your footsteps. 
 Thank you for everything you have taught us.  We will love and miss you always. 

From your son Adrian, and your daughters Karen & Shanna xxx 

***************************************************************************************

A man whose actions were always kind, he had a generous hand, and an active mind. Anxious to please, and loathe to offend.
He was such a special Husband, Dad, Grandad, Great-Grandad, Brother, Uncle, Cousin, Boss, and a wonderful friend.

“Lord.. put your arms around him, and kiss his smiling face..for he is far to special, to ever be replaced”
Philip….you did so much, and helped so many people, Thank you for everything you did, may you now rest in peace.

***********************************************************
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Featuring our youth again this 
week is exciting. To know there are 
young people who are interested 
and wanting to learn how to shoot, 
this is incredibly uplifting for the 
club; knowing we can give them an 
opportunity to try this challenging 
sporting activity and help them to 
grow with confidence.

Kiera Joshua and Hanna Hickling 
gave a good performance on 
Thursday 15th, which was Hanna’s 
first time handling and shooting a 
.22 small bore target rifle. Asking 
her thoughts on how it felt shooting 
and hitting the target for the first 
time, she replied “pretty cool.” 
These two young ladies speedily 
grasped the basic descriptive rules 
and demonstrations. I see propelling 
potential in staging their skills, 
but it’s entirely their decision to 
dedicate their time, commitment 
and enthusiasm to reach that certain 
level, enabling them to shine on 
the international stage. This is not 
impossible at all for any of our youth 
community.

A pleasant response competing in 
our Pairs Competition for Tuesday 
20th March 18, members equally 
balanced their selected teams giving 
everyone an opportunity to snatch the 
winning trophies for this event. It is 
anticipated for a lively competition, 
to finish the night’s event we can 
replenish our energizing system 
with spicy chicken & chick pea curry 
and rice. The team fixtures/scores.

Nicole 91.1 & Rex 93.2 = 184.4  
Deirdre 93.2 & Rhys 85 = 178.2 
Frankie 95.6 & Colin 94.1 = 189.7. 
Tamara 91.1 & Patrick Young 98.6 

Greetings from the Jamestown Rifle Club
Pat Henry, Contributed

=189.7. Elaine 96.2 & Pat Henry 
100.7 = 196.9. Peter 87 & Murray 
95.5 = 182.5. Thomas 81 & Nicky 93.1 
= 180.1. Bramwell 88 & Ed Thorpe 
94.4 =182.4. Both teams Tamara and 
Frankie shot even score 189.7 they 
were given one shot each to gain 
2nd place, after shot were fired very 
closely Frankie scored 10 putting her 
team in 3rd place, Tamara shot 10.1 
for 2nd place, team Elaine & Pat walk 
away with 1st place. 

 Our Youth trainee members were 
invited to display their performance 
and to witness the endemic social 
experience professionally conducted 
dealing with the highs and lows and 
communicating in our sport of target 
shooting among our members, 
reflecting as an educational tool. 
They all gave a wonderful shooting 
display. Medals were awarded to 
all for great effect and attendance. 
Keira Joshua shot 88, Finn Peter’s 
90 and Hanna Hickling 95.4, thanks 

to Nichole Hobbs for presenting the 
medals and trophies, well done and 
thanks to everyone for participating 
and putting your hearts and 
cheerfulness into this event. in this 
sport we are all equal and winners. 
May your weekend be cheerful as 
you are, see you all next week on the 
firing point.

The Jamestown Community 
Centre will be organising a 
Nine-a-Side Skittles League 
and any teams interested in 
entering csn give their team 
name to either Emerald 
Newman, June Lawrence or 
Olive Williams by Thursday 
29 March 2018.

FOR  SALE 
is   a  full  furnished  

three Bedroom 
house in Bottom 

Woods .  For  further 
information  contact  

Tel: 24882 

Amphibians Bar – Easter Schedule
Maundy Thursday
On Maundy Thursday Amphibians 

Bar will kick-start your Easter 
weekend at the seaside with the bar 
open, hot food on sale and music by 
DJ Tony Foot.
Good Friday
The Easter celebrations kick off out 

at Horse Pasture with the bar for 
cold drinks and a fish fry to keep all the campers well-fed.
Easter Saturday
Island Politics will be bringing the music to the campsite on 

Saturday. With hot food by Papa and Jeremy Duncan and the 
bar for cold drinks, it’s sure to be the highlight of the Easter 
weekend.
Easter Sunday/Monday
On Sunday and Monday the bar will be open at the campsite 

with hot food also on sale. Music will be provided by guest bands 
and musicians.
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On Saturday, March 17 five 
athletes and four team officials, along 
with two Commonwealth Games 
Association (CGA) members and 
families, departed St Helena Airport 
en route to the 21st Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast, Australia.

The St Helena-based team consists 
of Chef De Mission Nick Stevens, 
General Team Manager Jeremy 
Roberts and Team Officials Johnny 
and Anne Dillon. 

Athletes are Ben Dillon, Scott 
George, Colby Thomas, Duwaine Yon 
and Carlos Yon. 

The team will be joined by St Helena 
CGA members Larry Thomas and 
Tina Yon-Stevens.

Team St Helena will fly from 
Johannesburg on Sunday, March 
18 and will be joined in Dubai by 
the UK-based team: Team Official 
Andrew Lawrence and athletes Sean 
Crowie; Simon Henry, Vernon Smeed 
and Josh Yon.

The entire St Helena team arrived 
in Brisbane Tuesday, March 20 and  
then traveled to the training base at 
Ramada Hotel, Marcoola Beach, in 
the Sunshine Coast. 

The St Helena team will then travel 
to the Commonwealth Games Village 
in the Gold Coast on March 28/29.

The Flag-Raising Ceremony is 
scheduled to take place Friday, 
March 30 and the Opening Ceremony 
is scheduled for April 4. 

The games will continue until April 
15 and Team St Helena will depart the 
Gold Coast on April 18. The UK-based 
team will arrive in the UK April 19, 
and the St Helena-based team will 
arrive back on St Helena Saturday, 
April 21.

We, the St Helena CGA, are grateful 
to the following sponsors who have 
made this trip possible; Gold Coast 
for sponsoring travel for most of 
the athletes and officials and for 
providing funds for the Pre-Games 
Training Camp; Sunshine Coast City 
Council for providing free transport, 
coaches, water and training facilities; 
and our local sponsors Enterprise St 
Helena/St Helena Tourist Office, for 
covering the cost of the team kit, 
rucksacks and lapel pins. 

Team St Helena Commonwealth Games Gold Coast 2018 
Nick Stevens, St Helena CGA, Contributed

Top: The St Helena-based team. Photo provided by Nick 
Stevens.

Below: The UK-based team.  Photos provided by Nick 
Stevens.

Andrew 
Lawrence

Sean 
Crowie

Simon 
Henry

Josh Yon

Vernon 
Smeed
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Sweet 
ReveNge

Jamestown emerged as winners 
after a close encounter with Longwood 
on Sunday morning.

Both teams went into the match 
even on points and the winner would 
claim third place in the tournament.  
Jamestown batted first with Damien 
O’Bey and Scott Crowie opening the 
batting. The pair were fresh off a 
200-run opening partnership against 
Sandy Bay in their previous match and 
were looking for a repeat performance. 
However, despite starting well O’Bey 
was dismissed, caught Simon Scipio, 
bowled Ralph Knipe for 29 in the fifth 
over.

Crowie (32) batted on for a while 
longer, forming a 54-run partnership 
with Mark Williams who smashed 20 
before they were both stumped by 
Darrel Leo of the bowling of David 
George. George’s tidy spell of bowling 
yielded 2 wickets for just 14 runs.

Gavin George and Stephen Fowler 
continued the fight for Jamestown. 
Fowler stuck around and contributed 
a handy 11 runs while G George 
once again showed class and skill to 
produce an unbeaten innings of 41.  

Jamestown Victory Earns 
a Third-Place Finish

Wise Monkeys Media Productions

Jamestown finished on 150/6 after 20 
overs.

It would take a solid performance 
in the field to defend such a total. A 
task made a little easier when regular 
opening batsman D George was unable 
to open the batting after injuring 
both hands in the field. Despite this 
Longwood began their run chase 
quickly and scored at nearly 10 runs 
per over for the first three. Patrick 
Crowie being the main aggressor and 
striking 21 before he was bowled by S 
Crowie.

Tidy bowling from both S Crowie 
and G George saw Jamestown reduced 
the rate at which Longwood were 
scoring and the pressure mounted.  
Sean-Lee Thomas was dismissed, 
caught S Crowie, bowled G George for 
6 and Rhys Francis saw his leg stump 
rooted by G George for 2. When Darrel 

Leo was sent packing caught Fowler, 
bowled G George for 33 the game had 
swung in favour of Jamestown.

A cameo of 19 from Weston Clingham 
took Longwood closer to the required 
target but Jamestown hung on to 
claim victory and third place overall.
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Rhys Francis 11
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Jordi Henry

9

8

LEADING WICKET TAKERS
GOLDEN ARMS

Lngwd

St Pauls

St Pauls

St Pauls

HTH

Eleven players participated in the 
final round of the late Arnold Flagg 
Challenge Cup on Sunday 18th March 
2018 kindly sponsored by Mrs Patsy 
Flagg. Lawson Henry carded a second 
round net 68 to add to his first round 
of 66 giving him a total score of 134, 
becoming the winner of the Arnold 
Flagg Challenge Cup. In second place 
was Hensil Beard with a net score 
of 65 to add to his first round of 70, 
total 135. The third place went to 
Jeff Stevens after a count back with 
Gerald George and not Crowie as 
previously published. Jeff scored a 
second round of net 67 following his 
net 70 in the first round giving him a 
total of 137. The two ball was shared 
between Larry Legg (5th) and Jeff 
Stevens (12th). Unfortunately, Mrs 
Patsy Flagg was unable to present 
the prizes to the winners but a 

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

message was conveyed to members 
on her behalf. Congratulations to 
all winners and heartily thanks to 
Mrs Patsy Flagg for sponsoring the 
competition and for her continued 
support.

Members who have left clubs or 
personal items in the locker room 
and have not paid the rental fee are 
encouraged to remove these items 
from the Club House by Wednesday 
18th April 2018. Any unclaimed items 

after this date, will be dispose of. The 
current fees are:

Age 70 years and upward:                             
£10 per annum

Under 70: £15 per annum
Junior Members: £10 per annum

golf Report
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HTH 97
Andrew Yon 28

Liam Adams 2/27

Levelwood 267/6
Shavone Leo 101

David Francis 3/25

Sat 24 March 2018

1.30 pm

Allstarz St Pauls BV
Umpires: Challengers

District T20
Sat 17 March 2018

Sun 18 March 2018
Jamestown 150/6
Gavin George 41

Gavin George 3/33

Longwood 139
Darrel Leo 33

David George 2/14

St Pauls 200/5
Phillip Stroud 66*

Phillip Stroud 3/18

Sandy Bay 133
Matthew Benjamin 42

Darren Isaac 2/26

Sun 25 March 2018

10 am

Lions ZodiacsV
Umpires: Mustangs

10 am

Mustangs PiratesV
Umpires: Allstarz

CRICKet Results

CRICKet Fixtures

Wise Monkeys Media Productions

SolId 
SeCoNd
Shavone Leo struck a brutal 

century and David Francis took 3/25 
as Levelwood brought a soggy end to 
Half Tree Hollows title defence on 
Saturday afternoon.

Levelwoods 170-run demolition of 
HTH began with a brutal innings of 
63 from the mercurial Ross Henry. 
The destructive batsman was in 
scintillating form, striking 8 sixes 
and 2 fours. His exploits allowed 
Levelwood to score at a blistering 
run-rate of 14.3 for the first 8 overs.  
Henry was eventually dismissed 
after Barry Stroud pouched a difficult 
catch running in from the square 
leg boundary. Julian Henry was the 
bowler.

Shavone Leo continued where R 
Henry had left of and continued 
to find or clear the boundary. But 
wickets began to fall around him. 
Delroy Leo was dismissed for 1, 
spectacularly caught by Dion Phillips 
at cover, bowled Jia Peters, and 
Clayton Leo was dismissed for duck, 
caught Stroud bowled Phillips.

Despite the loss of wickets, S 
Leo went on to form a partnership 
with Greg Coleman and began to 
dismantle the HTH bowling attack. 
Leo hit a classy century that included 
7 sixes and 8 fours. He was eventually 
bowled for 101 by Liam Adams. 
Coleman finished unbeaten on 44 
and Levelwood on 267/6.

HTH’s run chase began in the worst 
possible way.  They lost AJ Bennett 
for a duck in the first over, caught, 

Ross Henry, bowled Brendon Leo. 
Their captain, Andrew Yon, took the 
fight to the Levelwood bowling attack 
for a brief period, but was bowled by 
Sanjay Clingham for 28.

The reply was as soggy as the 
conditions at Francis Plain and HTH 
fell on 97 in 15.5 overs. The only other 
batsmen to reach double figures were 
Barry Stroud who struck 14, Dion 
Phillips 12 and Cliff Richards 24.

The victory meant Levelwood 
finished the tournament in second 
place.

LEADING RUN SCORERS
RUN MACHINES

Ross Henry

Phillip Stroud

247

201

TOURNAMENT
SIXES

201
INDIVIDUAL

SIXES
Damien O’Bey 28

Ross Henry 25

20

Damien O’Bey 334

Scott Crowie

Andrew Yon

315

301

Levelwood Runners-Up 
after 170-run Demolition

J Town

Lvlwd

J Town

J Town

HTH

Lvlwd

St Pauls

Challengers WoodpeckersV
Umpires: Rebels
1.30 pm
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UNdEfEATEd CHAMPIONS
St Pauls Claims District Honours
Phillip Stroud produced a match 

winning performance to lead St 
Pauls to T20 District Cricket glory on 
Sunday afternoon.

St Pauls outplayed Sandy Bay to 
pick up a 67-run victory in what 
was the 2018 tournaments final 
game.  Batting first, St Pauls got off 
to a quick start, smashing 34 of the 
first three. Ryan Belgrove proved to 
be the main aggressor. However his 
partnership worth 46 with Gareth 
Johnson was cut short in the fifth 
over when Belgrove was bowled by 
Darren Isaac for 25.

Stroud took on the baton and 
continued with batting Sandy Bay out 
of the game. He formed partnerships 
with Johnson (19), Dax Richards (32), 
and Jordi Henry (28) – taking St 
Pauls to an imposing total of 200/5 in 

20 overs. Stroud finished unbeaten 
on 66 and Isaac’s figures of 2/26 
from four was the best returned by a 
Sandy Bay bowler.

Matthew Benjamin began Sandy 
Bays reply in emphatic fashion 
– smashing 4 fours and 3 sixes 
in a quick-fire innings of 42. His 
heroics came to an end when he was 
dismissed, caught Kristen Fowler, 
bowled Stroud in the 8th over.

Sandy Bay suffered a collapse after 
the first wicket. Stroud would go 
on to claim the wickets of all three 
of the top order batsmen. Chris 
Owen went for a duck, caught Jordi 
Henry and Ian Williams (12) fell 
victim to a spectacular one-handed 
catch by Ryan Belgrove on the mid-
wicket boundary.  
S t r o u d 

finished with figures of 3/18 from 
three. Johnson also weighed in with a 
one-handed catch to dismiss Jeremy 
Henry. 

Despite Lynton Fowler smashing 31 
in the middle order. St Pauls would go 
on to complete a classy, comfortable 
victory.

The 2018 edition of T20 District 
Cricket has been one of the best 
in years and has produced some 
outstanding cricket. To remain 
undefeated in such a hotly contested 
league has taken skill, and nerves of 
steel. 

Congratulations St Pauls!

5 5 0 15St Pauls
5 4 1 12Levelwood

5 2 3 6Longwood
5 3 2 9Jamestown

5 1 4 3Half Tree Hollow
5 0 5 0Sandy Bay
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More Match 
Reports INSIdE




