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“As young people on St Helena we
know that we are fortunate to have a
beautiful island to live on. It would be
easy to take these things for granted,
but parents and grandparents remind
us of how lucky we are. St Helena is
changing faster than it probably ever
has, with the Airport up and running
and the likelihood of more and more
visitors to the island. The most
important thing, will always be to
preserve the beauty and uniqueness
of the island in order to keep St
Helena as attractive in the future as it
is now.” – PAS student Louis Soto

3
6

Thefts on St Helena

Two thefts in one week
Poultry Ban Lifted
Ban on poultry imports from South Africa
lifted, except on ostrich
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THANK YOU

Mic-kail Harris, SAMS

So our island’s lifeline and last
official ocean liner, the RMS St
Helena, is sadly coming to an end.
For over 27 years, she has served
our island with supplies, family and
friends. To celebrate her service,
she’s already been treated with:
- Receptions onboard for current
and ex-crew and invited guests
- RMS competitions for both
young and old
- And a Thanksgiving service at St
James’ Church
Now, the RMS is in her final
week. St Helena will be hosting the
following events Friday, Feb. 9 to
celebrate this ‘end of an era:’
- RMS Open Day (9am-4:30pm)
- RMS Farewell Celebrations (local
market, hot food, live music, RMS
entertainment and more (3pmmidnight)
- Competition Presentation (6pm)
- Speeches (7pm)
- The end of the RMS Amateur
Dramatics Society, entitled “The
Final Act of Stupidity” (8pm)
- Releasing of lanterns, and music
for dancing (9pm-midnight)
And on the day the ship sails from
James Bay for the final time, St
Helena will host:
- A parade of the RMS crew,
accompanied by the Scouts band
and uniformed contingents (9am)
- A presentation of the ‘Paying
Off’ pennant (2:15pm)
- Lowering of the RMS House Flag
(3pm)
- A flotilla of boats (3pm)
Finally, the RMS will depart
for Buttermilk Point before she
undertakes a final steam past the
harbour toward Lemon Valley.
The RMS St Helena isn’t 6,767 gross
tonnes of floating metal. It’s the
island’s heritage. Towering over
you as you walked up the gangway,
the RMS gave passengers a sense
the island’s history as soon as
they entered the ship. Everything
is so contained in the ship, you’re
pretty much walking on an “island
monument.” Unfortunately, all
things must come to an end. And
with that, I share this famous quote:
“The reason it hurts so much to
separate is because our souls are
connected.” – Nicholas Sparks

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens,
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

T

he family of the late Geoffrey
Bert George, who passed away on 13th
January 2018 would like to extend
sincere thanks to everybody who
has provided so much comfort and
support during the past few weeks,
through messages of sympathy,
visits and calls.
Special thanks are extended to
Bishop Richard, Father Dale and
Father Clive; Ivy Bennett; Merlin

N

George and Betty Joshua;
Eric
Benjamin and the musicians of the
Gettogethers Orchestra and Salvation
Army bands; Gibby, Nicola and Dottie
Young; Bridget and Ronald; Chrissy,
Di and Byron; Clare and Melvin;
Johnny Dillon; Cecily Bateman;
work colleagues past and present;
the St Helena Police Service; Judicial
Services staff; Roy Williams and his
team; Kylie Peters from Solomons;
Tina and Pat from the Hive; Kurt
Thomas; Fiona Duncan and Davina
and Colin Lawrence. Sincere thanks
also to all who so generously gave
fresh flowers for the wreaths.
We would also like to express
our gratitude to the Doctors and
especially to the Nursing staff who
cared for Geoffrey during his short
stay in hospital and treated him with
the utmost dignity and respect.
Last, but not least, a huge ‘Thank
You’ to Pharmacist John Woollacott,
for never being too busy to offer
support and advice to Geoffrey over
the past few years.
Geoffrey will always be in our hearts
and forever in our memories.

oleen, Dave and Axel take this who gave gifts, cards and sent
opportunity to thank Dr Francisco, messages. Your kindness is very
Hermainne (sonographer) and the much appreciated.
medical team as well as midwives
Erika and Rosemary and the nursing
staff for the expert care and attention Joshua's Firewood Service have
given to baby Harley Mae Herne- firewood for sale. Contact Nigel
on telephone no 23279/23249
Peters before, during and after her
birth on 1st January 2018.
or email nigeljoshua@helanta.
A big thank you as well to everyone
co.sh.
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Two St Helena’s First International
Concludes
Government AndrewConference
Turner, SAMS
here to the next level.”
Departments St Helena’s first international island
One of the aims of the IPNLF’s
“Diverse
Island work is “to ensure that St Helena’s
Fall Victim to conference,
Environments,” was held Jan. 28- fishery receives the attention it
deserves internationally for the
Feb. 8.
The conference talks were held at effort they have made over the
Theft in One Anne’s
Place in the Castle Gardens years, to sustainably manage
Jan. 29, 30 and 31 and Feb. 5 and 6. their fishery for the enjoyment of
Week The
remaining four days were ‘feild future generations, whilst making
a significant contribution to the
trip days.’
Andrew Turner, SAMS

O

ver the last week, two serious
burglaries
have
occurred
in
government
departments.
The
first occurred at the Post Office in
Jamestown on Feb. 1, and the second
at the Fire Station three days later.
St Helena Police have made an
appeal for information regarding
both burglaries.
In the case of the Post Office, entry
was gained and damage was caused
to the premises. A number of items
were stolen from the building, though
Police are not releasing details on the
stolen items.
According to officials, this incident
occurred between 6pm Wednesday,
Jan. 31 and 7:20am Thursday, Feb. 1.
At the Fire Station, offenders stole
shock absorbers from two training
vehicles and in doing so, caused
damage to both vehicles.
This incident occurred between
11am and 4.30pm on Saturday, Feb. 3.
It is currently unknown if the two
events are linked.
Anyone who noticed any suspicious
activity in either area is encouraged
to urgently contact the Police,
regardless of how minor they may
consider their information.
The Police can be contacted by
calling 22626, or emailing the
Criminal Investigations Department
(cid@sainthelena.gov.sh or jonathan.
clark@sainthelena.gov.sh).

A diversity of subjects was
discussed during the conference,
including economics, fisheries and
conservation.
On day 1, particular emotion was
sparked by a presentation from Dr
Cilla McDaniel called “Transnational
Villagers: Perspectives of Home.”
The presentation was focused on St
Helenians who live and work in one
place but, despite distance and time,
their hearts remain in the place of
birth.
The concept of ‘home’ was explored
in depth from the perspective of
someone who had moved from St
Helena and lived in many places
around the world.
“A transnational villager, in my
view, is someone whose home is
somewhere but lives somewhere
else; who has urges and meanings
to go home for whatever reason,”
Dr McDaniel said. “This paper
encouraged me to get on to social
media; I was always anti-Facebook.
I opened up a Facebook page and
talked to several St Helenians and
this paper contains their views.”
Day 2 focused on marine life and
fisheries, and Julie Thomas and Adam
Baske of IPNLF gave a presentation
on the progress of one-by-one
fishing on St Helena.
Fish has been the island’s top
export for years, but only in its
frozen state (due to shipping). This is
set to change, however, as the island
now has the opportunity to explore
new and improved markets for fresh
fish exports since the opening of the
Airport in late 2017.
The presentation focused on work
with key stakeholders within the
fisheries sector, to better understand
the
traditional
practices,
the
opportunities, the drawbacks, the
strengths and the weaknesses of
one-by-one fishing.
“This is a beautiful place with a
beautiful fishery and an incredible
ocean environment,” Adam said. “I
couldn’t be prouder to be working
on a project with everybody to bring
that vision of a sustainable fishery,
going hand-in-hand with managing
the ecosystem and prospering the

economic development of St Helena
in its entirety.”
PAS Students took centre-stage for
day 3 with a presentation on marine
plastics.

Students spoke of the importance
of the marine environment on our
island life and the effects modern
industries are having on the oceans.
Plastic waste was one of the main
issues highlighted, in particular how
micro plastics enter the food chain
and are harming the marine life.
“As young people on St Helena we
know that we are fortunate to have
a beautiful island to live on,” said
one of the students, Louis Soto.
“It would be easy to take these
things for granted, but parents and
grandparents remind us of how
lucky we are. St Helena is changing
faster than it probably ever has, with
the Airport up and running and the
likelihood of more and more visitors
to the island. The most important
thing, will always be to preserve
the beauty and uniqueness of the
island in order to keep St Helena as
attractive in the future as it is now.”
For day 4, the debate focused on
flora and fauna and, in particular,
biosecurity. Joe Hollins talked about
the balancing act of opening up St
Helena to the outside world, while
keeping out invasive species.
The final day focused on “the value
of valuing the environment.”
The
penultimate
presentation
was hosted by economist Nicole
Shamier, who discussed methods of
determining the value of our local
environment.
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A Look at the New Labels

The

Andrew Turner, SAMS

St
Helena
Fisheries
Corporation
(SHFC)
recently
introduced a new labelling system for
local fish: The introduction signifies
another step toward increased
international standing and market
value for SHFC products.
The new labels, now placed on all
fish the SHFC processes, will have a
number of benefits for consumers.
Firstly, each label will provide key
information that includes the species
and weight, as well as the best-

before date for frozen fish and the
use-by date for fresh fish.
The labels also each feature a batch
ID number. This number allows the
SHFC to trace any fish product back
through the entire factory process –
they can even trace the fish back to
the boat that caught it.
In the event of a case of food
poisoning, this means the SHFC
can trace the fish in question back
through the system, to find out what
part of the process may have been at
fault.

This shows the
species of the
product

Finally, each label gives a new peace
of mind to consumers. As SHFC is the
only fish-processing plant that can
legally distribute fish to retailers on
St Helena, the new labels will provide
obvious proof that the fish has been
processed properly and is not being
sold illegally.
Almost identical labels have been
in place for years, as the labelling
system forms part of the Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Point
System, under the Fish and Fish
Products Ordinance 2010.

Company Logo

This shows the
price per kilo

Each product is
given a unique
batch number. This
number is for
tracability
purposes, tracing
the history of a
particular fish

Allergy
Advice

New Art Exhibit Open

Donna Crowie, SAMS

Aine O’Keeffe Tuesday launched

a solo art exhibition at the Museum
of St Helena, entitled ‘St Helena
Sunshine.’
“This is the week of the final sailing
of our beloved RMS,” said Aine, who
departs the island in April. “I have
painted about how St Helena not only
looks to me, but how it feels to me. It
is my hope you will enjoy gifting and
using my creations as much as I have
enjoyed being on St Helena.”
The exhibition will end Feb. 12.

This is the use
by fresh date.
Frozen products
would list best
before which is
the shelf life.

Overseas Saints Survey
Andrew Turner, SAMS

E

nterprise St Helena (ESH) will
undertake a survey from February
through March. The survey will be
completed by Saints living overseas,
so ESH can better gauge what might
encourage Saints to return home.
Kirsty Joshua, ESH Quality, Systems
and Information Manager, said the
results will build on a similar 2011
survey, this time taking into account the
start of commercial flights. Ideally, the
informationwill show a path to making
the island more attractive to returning
Saints.
“It’s evident from our recent visits to
the private sector that more workers
are required across a range of sectors
in order to support any expansion of
the economy,” said ESH CEED Dr Niall
O’Keeffe. “This survey is critical in
understanding the levels of interest
St Helenians have in returning home
and the barriers they believe need to be
addressed. The information collected will
be used to plan for growth.”
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Ecumenical Service of
Thanksgiving for RMS
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

A

pproximately 470 residents from
every area of St Helena, as well as visitors
to the island, attended the Ecumenical
Service of Thanksgiving for the Royal
Mail Ship (RMS) St Helena Feb. 6.
The service started at 7pm at St James’
Church, Jamestown. St James’ is the
oldest Anglican Church south of the
equator, and is the largest in the Diocese
of St Helena.
Whilst some in attendence at the
Thanksgiving Service used the seats
on the Alter platform, others remained
standing outside the church.
The congregation included members of
the Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Girl Guides,
Brownies, Rainbows and Pathfinders,
who had paraded prior to 7pm from the
Canister to St James’ Church, where the
procession was joined by current RMS
crew fresh off the ship (which arrived a
few hours earlier).
The first hymn, To God be the Glory,
was sung as choirs and leaders from
the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Seventh
Day Adventists, Salvation Army and
Baptist churches proceeded through the
congregation to the front of the church.
Father Dale Bowers welcomed everyone
,after which Fr Clive Duncan and the
Right Reverend Lord Bishop of St Helena,
Dr Richard Fenwick, led prayers.
Music to accompany the chosen hymns
was performed by a combined Gettogethers and Salvation Army band. The
hymns included He who Would Valiant Be,
Tell out my Soul, Amazing Grace and Eternal
Father, Strong to Save. The first lesson
was from the Old Testament, written in
Psalm 107: 23-32 and read by Sharon

Photos by Mic-kail Harris.

Wade. The second lesson was from the
New Testament, written in Mark 4: 3541 and read by Captain Adam Williams.
Thanksgiving and Intercessions were
led by Fr David Musgrave, Lieutenant
Coral Yon, Pastor Paul Millin and Nick
Williams. The sermon was given by Fr
Dale.
“The RMS,” he said, was a “harvest
from the earth’s resources.”
The ship was built specifically to meet
all of the needs of the people of St Helena.
The vast range of services (she) supported
included life, limb, rescue, employment,
careers, travel, education, agriculture,
training and industry of all description.
As we say farewell to the RMS, “We pray
that our needs will continue to be met.”
During the service, a Bible, which was
given to the first RMS at Christmas 1978
by St Paul’s Cathedral, was presented
by Captain Williams to the Bishop of St
Helena for returning to the Cathedral.
Captain Williams commented that the
Bible had gone “full circle.” It had been
travelling nearly 40 years.
The final hymn, Now Thank we all
our God, was sung as the congregation
proceeded to the sea front. Gathered at the
Cenotaph, Mr Basil George (representing
Baha’i Faith) read a poem entitled Gone
only from Our Sight, written by Henry
Van Dyke; the ship’s choir sang Lead
us Heavenly Father Lead us, and Bishop
Richard Fenwick gave the Blessing.
This concluded the Thanksgiving
Service honouring the faithful service of
the second RMS St Helena – St Helena’s
lifeline with the outside world since she
departed Cardiff on her maiden voyage in
November 1990.
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Medical Services
Contract Under
Scrutiny
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

S

ince July 2016, the Saint Helena
Government (SHG) has paid £890,000
for medical services provided in South
Africa.
An SHG contract with the South
African Medical Services Organisation
(MSO), to provide St Helenians medical
services in South Africa, was signed in
July 2016 and commenced Aug. 1, 2016.
At the Jan. 25 formal LegCo – about
18 months into the MSO contract –
councillors expressed public concerns
about the contract.
Councillor (Cllr) Christine ScipioO’Dean said people had been comparing
the old and new arrangements for
providing medical care in South Africa,
and had been unsure of the benefits
of the new; a contract performance
evaluation would therefore assure
whether value for money had been
obtained.
Cllr Scipio-O’Dean therefore asked
Public Health Committee (PHC)
Chairman Cllr Derek Thomas if a
‘contract performance evaluation’
would take place.
Cllr Thomas said the short answer to
the question, was “yes.”
“Most of the patients supported by
MSO in 2016/17 were sent to South
Africa under the old arrangement,” he
said. “Currently, adhoc and quarterly
teleconferences are conducted with
MSO by the Health Directorate, to
monitor and deal with operational
issues as they arise.”
The current financial year (2017/18)
provides the first full year of data
under this contract.
The Health Directorate and Corporate
Procurement plan to carry out an endof-year evaluation once all data for
the financial year has been received,
collated and analysed.
“£890,000 has been paid for services
so far, and feedback is encouraged
from patients upon return to St Helena
(they complete a form for review),”
Cllr Thomas said.
Rising on a point of clarification,
Cllr Brian Isaac (member of the PHC)
said that during his short stopover in
Cape Town in November 2017, “Whilst
time didn’t permit for visiting the
Panorama Hospital, I did meet patients
at Panorama Lodge (this is where
patients recuperate) a short distance
away.”
Mr Isaac said he was very impressed
with the accommodation at the Lodge,
and that patients said that “service
provided at the Hospital was of a very
high standard.”
But still, some patients who needing
a “carer” had to have other patients
support them. These “teething
problems” Mr Isaac said, “are the
responsibility of MSO.”
Cllr Isaac said he had made a report
about his findings to the PHC.
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Poultry Ban Lifted
Andrew Turner, SAMS

T

uesday afternoon, Feb. 6,
Governor Lisa Phillips announced
over Facebook that the ban on poultry
imports from South Africa had been
lifted.
The ban began in July 2017 after
an outbreak of avian flu, more
commonly known as bird flu, swept
across South Africa.
All poultry products originating,
produced or packaged in South Africa
were subject to the ban, including
all bird eggs, all chilled raw meat
and offal from all bird species and
all frozen meat or offal from all bird
species.

Health Services
Increase for Saints
Moving to UK
Andrew Turner, SAMS

T

he UK Department of Health and
Social Care is increasing the annual
Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS)
later this year.
This charge will increase by up to
£400 per year.
People using St Helenian passports
will be liable to pay the charge if
moving to the UK for over six months,
but UK passport holders are exempt.
The IHS was introduced in 2015 and
requires anyone seeking permission
to reside in the UK for six months or
more to pay an IHS with their Visa
application fee.
A reduction of around £300 is
available for those applying under
the Youth Mobility Scheme.

Cape Town Water
Crisis
Emma Weaver, SAMS

A

s the RMS prepares to depart for
Cape Town for the final time, the
South African city is making headline
news.
The city of 4 million is reported
to be weeks away from becoming
the world’s first major city to run
entirely out of water.
New York magazine blames
“politics,
misgovernment
and
climate change” for the crisis.

More on the Hotel Guarantee
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS
One of those giving full support to
the guarantee was Councillor (Cllr)
SHG’s decision when they originally Derek Thomas.
Cllr Thomas said the decision to
decided to invest in a hotel on 1, 2,
construct a four-star hotel was taken
and 3 Main.
Firstly, was the local concern that on the basis of the Airport.
“We all know that a concentrated
employment would not be available
for Saints once the Airport Project effort was made by all relevant
and the service of the RMS St Helena stakeholders to try and attract
an investor to engage in such an
were over.
Secondly, airlines that were being essential facility,” he said, adding
sought to carry tourists had been that SHG had made the decision to
needing assurance that appropriate invest in 1, 2, 3 Main when “no one
accommodation was available on the else was willing to come forward and
take on this offer. With our Airport,
island.
SHG therefore set up St Helena Hotel the intention is to stimulate and
Development, Ltd. (SHHD), an SHG grow our economy through tourism
entity, to oversee the construction and possible investors. With that in
and initial operation of a hotel on 1, mind, we expect tourism from all
ranges – from those seeking the
2, 3 Main.
The four-star luxury hotel was then cheaper type of accommodation, to
contracted to Mantis, but is wholly the high-end tourists who would
owned by SHG. The hotel officially expect to see a four-star hotel.”
Cllr Thomas said the cost of building
opened in November 2017, and
the hotel was hit by Brexit and
currently employs 32 Saints.
consequent
However, it recently
exchange
came out that SHHD
“[...]The intention is to stimulate rates.
required a £500,000
“Nobody
loan from the Bank
and grow our economy through
expected
of St Helena: The
tourism and possible investors[...] this
to
hotel development,
due to “currency we expect tourism from all ranges happen, and
fluctuations,
RMS – from those seeking the cheaper as a result
there is the
delays and additional
costs
incurred type of accommodation, to the high- outstanding
to be
through
bringing
end tourists who would expect to bill
paid to the
artisans
to
the
Island,” had resulted see a four-star hotel.” – Cllr Derek construction
company of
in the hotel project
Thomas
the hotel.
being 13.9 percent
“There is a
over budget.
Acting Financial Secretary Nicholas risk; we have to manage and mitigate
Yon, at the Jan. 25 formal LegCo, the risk part, which is to work harder
asked Elected Members to guarantee to get more people to visit St. Helena.
This will not only benefit our hotel
the loan.
also
other
T
h
e
“[...]The hotel development, due but
business operators
guarantee
to ‘currency fluctuations, RMS on the island who
is an SHG
promise
to delays and additional costs incurred have invested.”
Like with any new
make
loan
through bringing artisans to the business, results
repayments
to the Bank
Island,’ had resulted in the hotel won’t be seen
away.
of St Helena,
project being 13.9 percent over straight
“At
this
time
should SHHD
we
should
be
in
future
budget.”
supporting the hotel
not be in a
in giving it sufficient time to develop
position to do so.
The motion to guarantee was (one Cllr did give the management
carried 8-4. Some, who reluctantly and staff the benefit of doubt),” Mr
gave support, inferred it was the Thomas said. “What we should also
employment of 32 Saints that was be doing is to work with the British
their main reason for supporting the Government in pushing for a second
weekly flight.”
guarantee.

Two major factors contributed to
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New Beetle Species Discovered KUDOS
Andrew Turner & Emma Weaver, SAMS

Releases
“Empty Sea”
Video
Mic-kail Harris, SAMS

F

Howard Mendel and Jo Hatton at Thompson’s Wood. Photo provided by the National Trust.

B

eetle species that no one has set
eyes on in over 50 years, are believed
to have been rediscovered within the
last three weeks.
And a few new species may have
been discovered as well.
Howard Mendel, a retired beetle
expert from the Natural History
Museum in London, arrived on the
island nearly three weeks ago, and
departs this weekend.
Howard travelled to the island
to assist the National Trust’s Bug
Project, and has been instrumental in
the recent discoveries/rediscoveries.
Howard said he doesn’t yet know
exactly how many rare species of
beetle he helped discover/rediscover
during his stay on St Helena.
“It will only be when I get [the
specimens] back to the [Natural
History] Museum and start studying
them down a microscope, and
comparing them with collections
at the museum, that I’ll be able to
absolutely pin them down,” Howard
said.
The discovery and rediscovery of
rare invertebrates on St Helena is not
such a rare occurance.
This is firstly because invertebrates
tend to be small, and to be purposefully
searched for by relatively few eyes.
Secondly, this is because of the
shear amount of invertebrates
present on the island.
According to the National Trust,
St Helena has around 30 percent of
the unique biodiversity (endemics)
of the entire UK (including its
Overseas Territories); and this figure
is roughly the same for invertebrates
alone.
On St Helena specifically, 465 (32
percent) of the invertebrate species

are considered endemic.
“(St Helena) is a fantastic
environment because there are so
many endemic species,” Howard
said.
And the beetles Howard will now
take back to the Natural History
Museum will likely soon be added to
the list of endemics.
And St Helena’s endemics, and
especially endemic invertebrates, are
not just an impressive statistic.
“Economically,
in
terms
of
tourism, they’ve got to be a massive
benefit,” Howard said. “There are
no beaches here or things like that
that people are going to come for.
People who come here, want more
than beaches; they can see beeches
all over the world. The people who
come here are going to be the more
discerning tourists, who want to see
the countryside, want to walk the
countryside and want to learn about
the natural history[...]
“I think it will have a significant
economic benefit in attracting people
to choose St Helena as a place to spend
quiet time and enjoy the wildlife, the
scenery and the history.”
But while the Airport is supposed
to increase tourism, it also increases
conservation risks.
“It is [already] problematic that
so many species are declining or
possibly extinct,” Howard said.
“[With the Airport], there are bigger
issues with introduced species and
bigger issues with other threats to
the environment,”
This three-week visit was Howard’s
third visit to the island. He was last
on St Helena 12 years ago, with Phillip
and Myrtle Ashmole, surveying the
Peaks.

eb. 1, island residents Laura and
Sophie O’Keeffe (artist name KUDOS)
launched their second song/music
video from upcoming debut album
Perfect. Their launch was held at
Plantation House.
The new song/video, entitled
“Empty Sea,” is darker in tone and
film style than “Pass Another Glass.”
The video starts with a photo of
the RMS, to link in to the nearing
decommissioning, but is about an
unhealthy romantic relationship
rather than the ship.
“The video is quite interesting,”
Laura said. “It was a lot of fun to
make. What we did was we took a
mixture of shots from St Helena
Island, with various locations like
Sandy Bay Beach and West Rocks,
and we also used images from our
home town in Ireland.”
KUDOS also launched a collaboration
with G-Unique Boutique; Giselle
Richards created 100 unique ‘Island
Fusion’ pendants as “KUDOS first
line.”
“I was approached by [the
O’Keeffes] a few months ago because
they wanted to do a collaboration
with G-Unique to produce a special
line of international merchandise,”
Giselle said. “They wanted it to be
something really unique to St Helena.
So[...] I worked on the design that
incorporates our locally fused glass,
as well as pure silver, to make this
something extra special.”
The pendant can be viewed on
www.g-uniquedesigns.com, and is
sold at £99. The glass violet cabochon
in the middle of the pendant looks
different colours in different lights.
By Feb. 6, Giselle said 16 pendants
had sold, the majority having been
bought locally by St Helenians.
The launch event also included a
live acoustic performance, during
which part of the music video for
KUDOS’ next song was filmed.
A third song by Sophie and Laura
will be released in March 2018.
“Empty Sea” can be viewed via
Youtube or the KUDOS facebook page.
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LIFESTYLE & CULTURE

‘MEMORIES OF THE RMS’
COMPETITION WINNERS ANNOUNCED
To commemorate the life of the RMS St Helena, a competition was held in all Island schools encouraging pupils
and students to submit a drawing, collage, poem or short description of their memories of the RMS.
A total of 143 entries were received and were judged anonymously by a carefully-selected panel who commented
on the outstanding effort spent on the various creations submitted by all participants.
Following a difficult round of judging, the following winners in each category were decided:
Nursery and Reception (ages 3 - 4) - A drawing or collage of your RMS memories
•
•
•

1st - Nursery class - Harford Primary School
2nd - Julio Henry - Reception, Harford Primary School
3rd - Nathan Thomas - Reception, Pilling Primary School

Year 1 and 2 - A drawing or collage of your RMS memories
•
•
•

1st - Tori Clingham - Year 2, Harford Primary School
2nd - Dillon George - Year 1, St Paul’s Primary School
3rd - Scarlett Yon - Year 2, Harford Primary School

Year 3 and 4 - A poem or drawing of your RMS memories
Poem
•
•
•

1st - Year 4 class - Pilling Primary School
2nd - Molly McGinnety - Year 4, St Paul’s Primary School
3rd - Taylor Duncan -Year 4, St Paul’s Primary School

Drawing/Collage
•
•
•

1st - Tyler Anthony - Year 3, Pilling Primary School
2nd - Ziggy Yon - Year 3, Harford Primary School
3rd - Dewain Osborne - Year 4, Pilling Primary School

Year 5 and 6 - A poem or drawing of your RMS memories
Poem
•
•
•

1st - Raylisha Piek - Year 5, St Paul’s Primary School
2nd - Bianca Thomas - Year 6, Harford Primary School
3rd - Jodie Thomas - Year 6, Pilling Primary School

Drawing/Collage
•
•
•

1st - Lucio George - Year 6, St Paul’s Primary School
2nd - Jaydee Caswell - Year 5, St Paul’s Primary School
3rd - Blake Peters - Year 6, Harford Primary School

Year 7 + - Write a short description (maximum 300 words) on your RMS memories
•
•
•

1st - Brooke Yon - Year 8
2nd - Christy Jo Scipio-O’dean - Year 9
3rd - Jake Ansell - Year 8

Competition winners will be presented with their certificates and prizes at the RMS Farewell celebrations on
Friday, 9 February 2018.
Winners will also have the honour of carrying the 27 foot pennant when the RMS departs the Island on Saturday,
10 February.
Well done to all!
SHG
2 February 2018
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Christine O’Bey
(Crissie Tuna):

Swindon

Around the
World in 80
Saints

Donna Crowie, SAMS

C

hristine O’Bey, also known locally
as Christine Tuna of Market Street,
Jamestown, emigrated from St Helena
at the age of 16.
Christine is one of six children of
Melvyn and Sylvia O’Bey.
Christine said she has made numerous
achievements since departing St Helena,
but she “misses her bitta’ fry fish.”

Where on St Helena are you
originally from?

“[I was] born on Ascension Island,
but moved to St Helena at the age of
2, I believe.”

When/Why did you depart St
Helena at age 16?

“I left the island in 2002 (if
memory serve me right), which
makes it around 16 years in total
I’ve been away. [I left] to make
something of myself, as the old
saying goes; but looking back now,
I really didn’t appreciate what I was
leaving behind. I was younger and
eager to get away, to experience
other places and life away from St
Helena. Falklands wasn’t an option,
it seemed so far away when I was
younger, and I didn’t leave the island
to make money. Ascension Island
wasn’t an option, I always thought it
was far too hot (now I crave a little
bit of sun).”

What have you achieved since
departing St Helena?

“What’s classed as achievement?
There have been so many little
achievements along the way, but
mostly I have been extremely lucky
where work is concerned and have
had good employers and really good
jobs, so for a little ashy (as in the
colour) looking girl from Market
Street, I think that was a good
achievement. I have brought up a
son, Cody, who’s now 12 years old
and he is amazing.
Other achievements I have gained
were:
I have received several medals in
Taekwondo, which I am really proud
of - one of which is an international
gold. I also received a Competitor of

the Year award from my class before
Xmas, which was really amazing. I
train 2-3 times a week with my son,
who is due to attempt his black belt
training in April this year.
I have gone from really unfit and
lost 5.5 stone and kept it off for a few
years to now, helping to motivate
and train others. I teach two fitness
classes, KickFit and Hitt Sessions,
and train 5-6 times per week.”

What have you been doing since
departing the island?

“I can’t say life has always been
easy since leaving home, but the
struggles and the challenges are the
same wherever you live - so what I
have been doing since leaving home
is simple, just ‘living’ and enjoying
life as much as possible.”

Since departing St Helena what
have you missed about the
island?

“The closeness of the community,
the childhood friendships, the sound
and smell of the sea, fresh fish in
abundance that I always took for
granted (‘fish again daddy?’ Now I
can only dream).
The sound of the birds in the trees
down the playground at 6am and
6pm in the afternoon, waving and
speaking to people.”

What childhood memories stand
out from the island?

“Sitting on Forresters Hall with
Market Street kids, playing games
like chasings, taws, five stones,
swimming down the seaside, and
friends and family being a stone’s
throw away.”

When were you last here on the
island?
“2010.”

What would you tell tourists they
must do whilst on St Helena?

“Get in the mix with real local
people, speak to [members of the]
older generation, who have amazing
and wonderful stories to tell. Go rock
fishing with the locals, just get out
and about with the real characters of
St Helena.”

Around the World in 80
Saints
aims to get in touch with Saints
of all ages, in all places. If you
are a Saint abroad wishing to be
interviewed, or if you know someone you’d like to see in the paper,
contact us at news@sams.sh.
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SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
PLAN
CONSULTATION DEADLINE
A draft Sustainable Economic Development Plan (SEDP) has been developed for St Helena and is currently out
for public consultation.
Members of the public who would like to provide feedback are reminded that the deadline is Monday, 12
February 2018.
The draft SEDP can be found on the SHG website at: www.sainthelena.gov.sh/publications/. Hard copies are
also available from the Castle Reception, Post & Customer Services Centre, Public Library and outlets in various
districts.
Thank you to everyone who has already engaged in the consultation process. The consultation team, which
comprises of members of the Economic Development Committee including Elected Members, SHG and ESH,
have so far hosted eight public meetings and met with the Chamber of Commerce. Feedback has also been
received via email and face-to-face discussions.
If you would like to respond to the consultation, please contact the Government Economist via email: nicole.
shamier@sainthelena.gov.sh or tel: 22470 by Monday, 12 February 2018.
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt
SHG
2 February 2018
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The RMS St Helena departing Ascension Island for the final time. Photo by Dennis Francis, Feb. 4, 2018.

The traditional march down to St James’ Church Feb. 4. Photo by Mic-kail Harris.

The flag on the deck of the RMS. Photo by Emma Weaver.
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End of an Era
Emma Weaver, SAMS

T

he RMS St Helena arrived in James
Bay for the last time Feb. 6, and she
departs the Bay for the final time
Feb. 10.
The decommissioning of our
island’s “lifeline,” which has
served St Helena for the past 27
years, has been set and postponed
before (as evidence by the ‘2016
decommissioning’ merchandise still
in the shop onboard the RMS even
through 2018).
But this time, really will be the last
time we see our Royal Mail Ship sail
out over the horizon.
As she is the last working Royal
Mail Ship in the world, Feb. 10 will be
a historic day not only for the island
and neighbouring locations served
by the ship, but also for the world.
A full schedule of the remaining
events marking the ‘send-off’ for
the RMS St Helena can be found
within Mic-kail Harris’ comment on
page 2. The events kicked off during
the ship’s second-to-last Cape Town
visit, and continued during the ship’s
second-to-last St Helena visit and
final Ascension visit.
The events for the final stay at James
Bay kicked off the evening of Feb. 6,
with a traditional march down to the
wharf and a thanks-giving service
within St James’ Church.
Rumours the RMS has been sold
have been floating around the island,
with some of the rumours even
alluding to the fact we may see the
RMS on our shores, under different
ownership, in the future. For now,
the island eagerly awaits official
announcement of the future of our
long-beloved vessel.
In the Feb. 6 ExCo Report, members
assured the public that the artwork
from aboard the RMS would be
returning to the island “once the
decision has been made regarding
the disposal of the vessel.”
Find another full article covering
the final days of the RMS St Helena in
next week’s Sentinel.

“My second home, my second family.
Thank you for giving me so much.
Someone once told me it takes a certain
type to be a seafarer and oh how so true;
that connection with your fellow crew and
with the vessel you sail across the waves
on is hard to describe but can only be felt.
Each person being there for a different
reason but all bound together in the same
adventure.
And what an adventure!
An extra special ship, that brought a whole
new meaning to ‘never a dull moment’ from
one day to the next.
The drama, the parties and celebrations,
the food, the noises, the fallouts and the
love and laughter.
The familiar pitch of the bow and
comforting hum of the engines, and the
pleasure of being under the best sky full of
stars you will ever see.
Surviving breakdowns, broken cranes
and stabilisers, dry docks with cold
showers and portoloos, long days and
nights to make sure our ship looked her
best and did the job she was meant to do
in serving St. Helena.
Our little community at sea; all pulling
together to make anything possible.
Then how can you forget the excitement
of coming home after a long trip away, that
feeling of ‘let go’ anchor in James Bay, the
sounding of the whistle and giving the ‘blue
tug’ a well deserved rest for a few days.
Experiences that have and will steer the
course of my life and for this I am grateful.
I have been privileged, honoured and
very proud to have been a crewmember
onboard RMS St. Helena.
These years will stay with me always.”
- Mia Henry, 2nd Officer
Sept. 1999 – Oct. 2016
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Farewells from Family &
The RMS onboard party for past and present crew and family. Photos by Mic-kail Harris, Jan. 31, 2018.

My wife and I were passengers on voyage 234
two years ago, and were blessed to have had the
opportunity to sail the old girl one last time in
late 2017, voyage 266. Please find the attached
photo of what I like to call the best view in the
South Atlantic, looking aft from the stationary
bicycle in the gym. One must try to work off at
least a few of the calories from the incredible
food served by Chef Roy and his crew.
Best Regards,
Rick and Sally Stucker
Colorado, USA
“A goal without a plan is just a wish” – Antoine de
Saint-Exupery
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Friends

“In 2013, I boarded the RMS St
Helena to travel to a remote island in
the South Atlantic as a companion to
my niece, Heidi. However, the RMS
became something far more than
a mode of transport, immediately
starting with my precious roommate
Pat, the sheriff, a true ambassador
for St Helena. She started introducing
us to people and the way of Saints
moments after we met each other.
We were astounded at such an
open and generous spirit from the
people we met on board the RMS in
the dining room, lounges and on her
deck including people such as Grace,
Martin, Delmarie, Kristina, Perry,
Karina, Anabel and then to be greeted
by folks on island such as Basil,
Barbara and so many more. Little
did I know that this was the way of
all things here on St Helena, if one
is open and ready for the experience.
That trip ended much too soon and I
must admit that I cried as if I were a
child when I left the first time.
The open compassion and fun
that we shared on the RMS were
to be repeated when we joined her
“Last Voyage” from the UK and on
to Cape Town where were embraced
by many more Saints who greeted us
as if were old friends. And indeed,
after all the time we had to bond
together on our dear ship, we felt
as if were fast friends, now with
many more in addition to the ones
we had met on our first trip. I was
especially touched by the card given
to my sister Nancy, my niece Heidi
and I from Captain Young and the
Crew as well as by those who shared
the early mornings with me, after
my father passed away and I knew
it would be at least a month before
I could get back home. Some shared
stories of the times they experienced
a similar situation and others were
just there in support, companionship
and fun; Beverley, Millie, Felicity,
Maevis, Michael, Tammy, Dale, June,
Carol, Patsy, Evelyn, Debra, Tony,
Alan, Adam, Patricia, Sam, Sharon,
Lynne, Freddy, Syd, Marlene, Steph,
Christophe, Pamela, Andy, Kathy,
Keith, Tracy, Joyce, Alan, Amy and
those who shared deep kindnesses on
island including Faith, Delila, Cliff,
Father Dale, Brian, Lawson, Alfreda,
Christine, Kevin and again so many

more there is not room to name them
all, but please know that you touched
our hearts. By the time we arrived in
Cape Town I was as hesitant to leave
the RMS as I was to leave the island
after that very fulfilling trip.
This time I returned for a longer
visit, mainly to visit my friends, but
also to catch the last leg of the last,
last trip and now I have even more
who currently reside on St Helena
who have shared their moments
of laughter and goodwill including
Keith, Molly, Bert, Nina, Giselle, Liz,
Nick, Nichole, Rhys, Ed, Rebecca,
Mike, John, Jean, Peter, Darrin and
Sharon to name just a few. The rest
of you are no less important, either.
The point is – the RMS ST Helena
created the impetus for these
connections. Who knows what will
happen after the RMS no longer
provides the perfect platform for
delving into a deeper than any other
travel companionship experience?
I for one, will be eternally grateful
that I was able to absorb all that has
been made available on the RMS St
Helena and will be able to draw on
those memories that I will keep
tucked close to my heart for years to
come.
In just a couple weeks my sister
Nancy, her husband Randy, my dear
friend Beverley and I will board the
RMS St Helena to travel to Cape Town
and more importantly, for our last
chance to soak in her atmosphere,
answering to her rhythms of gongs
and games and gatherings. Perhaps
to make a few more friends, certainly
to deepen that with the one who will
be sharing a cabin with me this time.
I will bask in early morning routines
and I will thrive on the many
activities we will share.
I will cry, I have no doubt. I will
have great difficulty disembarking
for the last time and I can’t imagine
what that will be like for those for
whom this beautiful ship has been a
lifeline. Somehow - we will all have
to disembark. But I for one, shall
surely treasure all the moments in
between. To the RMS St Helena and
all the Saints who make her so very
special, thank you – with all of my
heart and more.”
– Susan Homolka
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The Local Buzz
“Plant a Flowering Tree for the Honey Bee.” Honey is one of Nature’s Super Foods.
Tony Leo, Secretary to the SHBKA, Contributed

Episode 16

proof. Bee keepers were experiencing wanted the Committee’s blessing.
CCD, Collapse Colony Disorder, It was a little different to what had
others were finding empty hives with been devised by the Professor in
just enough food to keep the bees South Africa but it was a start of
ello
from
the
Beepers alive, and there were other problems finding out the origin of our bees.
Association. As Secretary to the within the hive such as Wax Moth The following day, the wheels were
Association, the Committee was infestation and the presence of death put in motion and the Agricultural
keen to disseminate information on Head Moth invasion. All of these Development Officer, Andrea Timm
the activities of the Association to things prevented the production of and Pat Stroud, the Bee Attendant of
the wider community, and I have honey, and it pinpointed the need the Association were to make contact
done just that using my limited for better management as these with all known Bee Keepers on island
knowledge on the subject of the bees problems can be treated or was it and to get their consent to visit their
of St. Helena. It has been exciting that our bees were losing their origin hive and to extract a few live bees.
for me up to this point because I and interbreeding was the culprit. The experiment would involve as
have noted the many people who are No one knew these
many bees
commenting on the fact that they things as no one had
as possible
“There was an emergency
know more now than before on the studied the St. Helena
from
all
subject and it is only because they bee. The Association meeting of St Helena Bee Keepers d i s t r i c t s .
are reading these episodes. The Bees tried in vain to try Association Committee on Friday T
h
e
are everybody’s business. Last week and seek funding to
Attendant
26th January. The Agriculture & knew of at
we were privileged to have on island do an experiment that
certain Professors lecturing at the St. was devised by a very
Natural Resources Department least two
Helena Environmental Conference, learned man in South
of
decided out of the blue that they types
the first for the island. It was a Africa, Mike Allsopp,
bees
but
shame that Bees did not feature on introduced to me by would assist us in trying to identify was more
the programme. Never mind there a visitor to the island,
erested
the Bees of St Helena, and they iinn tfinding
will be another time and more might Manfred
Lietnerm
a
be known about the St. Helena bee whom I had a long managed to find funding to carry out certain red
further down the line.
conversation with just
bee.
This
some part of the experiment.”
It was in 2014 that as Chairman of prior to him leaving
red bee was
the Association at the time I started the island for South
found
in
the ball rolling in trying to find out Africa. He was a bee keeper, had Sandy Bay some years ago, was very
the origin of our bees. Speaking to just over eighty hives and suffered prolific but also very vicious. The
islanders they were of the opinion many problems which we discussed. two known types would be easy to
that bees were introduced in 1939 and After he returned he kept writing see as one would be small and black,
again in the early 1940’s, some were and sending me Bee Journals from and the other would be a little larger
introduced from the Isle of Wight in his Association which I still receive with yellow stripes in the abdomen.
the UK and South Africa. It is thought today. It is extremely informative It is the Association’s wish that the
the type introduced from South Africa and many members have an input RED bee is found and can be sent
was ApisMelliferaCapensis and or into the quarterly magazine.
off for identification. The samples
ApisMelliferaScutellata
T h e r e would be cured and dispatched by
which is the European
was
an a very capable gentlemen to the UK
“The Honey Bee will make one emergency for analysis. I personally hope that
bee. Because of the
problems the island
meeting of all went well and the samples are
teaspoon of honey during its
faced over recent
St. Helena ready for the last voyage of the RMS
lifetime.”
years with no available
Bee Keepers to Cape Town. Next week I would like
honey, it is thought
Association to share with you what we know so
that our bees are not
C o m m i t t e e far about the St. Helena Honey Bee
producing OR they may be dying on Friday 26th January. The before the experiments are carried
out. There was so much discussion Agricultural & Natural Resources out in the UK so make sure to read all
centred on the non availability Department decided out of the about it in the Sentinel.
of honey that steps needed to be blue that they would assist us in
taken to try and find out where the trying to identify the Bees of St.
Tip: Never kill a Honey Bee. The Honey
problem lies. In my own mind I was Helena, and they managed to find Bee will make one teaspoon of honey
of the opinion that the island lacked funding to carry out some part of during its lifetime.
flowering shrubs at the right time the experiment. They discussed
and in the right places but I had no what they were going to do and

H
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TIME OUT

Famous Quote
“There are those that said this day
would never come, what have they to
say now?”

Best One-Liners:
“The early bird might get the
worm, but the second mouse gets
the cheese.”
“War does not determine who is right –
only who is left.”

Sentinel Wordsearch

This wordsearch relates to the RMS St Helena. Can you
find all the words in the grid below?

Count the
Hexagons
This one is for the kids... and
adults.

Word Wheel

How many words can you create?
(Using two letters or more, the
letter in the middle and only the
letters shown below for each
word.)
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FAITH MATTERS
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Sunday 11 February
		
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8.00 a.m. Eucharist
Cathedral
9.30 a.m. Eucharist
St Martin
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St Helena and the Cross
5.30 p.m. Choral Evensong			
		
Cathedral
Wednesday 14 February			
Ash Wednesday
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Ashes		
			
Cathedral
Thursday 15 February
10.00 a.m. Eucharist

		
Arabia

Sunday 18 February 		
1Sunday of Lent
8.00 a.m. Eucharist
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist
3.30 p.m. Eucharist

Cathedral
Cathedral
St Peter

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
“O Son of Being!
With hands of power I made thee and
with fingers of strength I created thee;
and within thee have I placed the
essence of My light. Be thou content
with it and seek naught else, for My
work is perfect and My command is
binding ..”
		
-Baha’i Scripture
			
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
8pm
THURSDAY EVENINGS
ALL ARE WELCOME
Telephone 24342

BAPTIST CHURCH

The Parish of St James
Sunday Services
11th February

Sunday 11 February 		
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
7.00 p.m. Evening Prayer
Tuesday 13 February		
Shrove Tuesday			
5.30 p.m. Pancake Races

St John
St James

Main Street

Wednesday 14 February			
Ash Wednesday
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Ashes		
		
St James
Thursday 15 February
		
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing		
		
St John
Sunday 18 February			
1 Sunday of Lent
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St James

Sunday 11 February			
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St Mark
Tuesday 13 February		
Shrove Tuesday			
7.00 p.m. Reserve Sacrament
			

St Mark

Sunday 18 February 			
1 Sunday of Lent
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St Mark

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2018
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SHOP AND CAFÉ
CLOSED (PUBLIC HOLIDAY).
SATURDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2018
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SHOP CLOSED
SUNDAY 11TH FEBRUARY
FAMILY SERVICE AT THE HALF TREE
HOLLOW HALL AT 11AM.
THEME:
IT’S ALL ABOUT LOVE. EVERYONE IS
WARMLY WELCOME.
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING
PRAYER MEETING & BIBLE STUDY AT
THE HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL AT 7.30
PM. ALL ARE WELCOME.
There is always a warm welcome for you
at the Salvation Army.
If you would like to know more about The
Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt.
Coral Yon on telephone nos 22703/24358.
Take care and God bless.

Sandy Bay Chapel
08.45 pm
Head O'Wain Chapel
10.45 pm
Jamestown Chapel
6.00 pm
Bible Studies
Tuesday 13th February
Jamestown Schoolroom
7.00 pm
Thursday 15th February
Sandy Bay Chapel
5.30 pm
ALL ARE WELCOME

Parish of St Matthew

Activities at the Army this weekend

Sunday 11th February Praise and Worship service at
Kingshurst Community Centre at 11am
Cell Groups
Tuesday 13th February at Cape Villa at 5pm
Thursday 15th February combined Cell groups
at the home of Anthony and Elaine Hopkins
Sapperway at 7:30pm
All are welcome
For further information contact 23249

Catholic Church
Friday 9th February
Holy Mass at 7.30 a.m.
Saturday 10th
Holy Mass at 12 noon
Sunday 11th
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Holy Mass at 10 a.m.

Saturday 10th February 2018
0915–1000 Sabbath School Programme
1000 – 1045 Group Bible Study
1100 – 1200 Divine Service
1400 – 1500 Personal Ministries

Ash Wednesday 14th
(Obligatory Fasting & Abstinence)
Sacred Heart 7.30 a.m.
Holy Mass with Ashes

Every Wednesday
1930 – 2030 Prayer Meeting

Sacred Heart 6 p.m.
Holy Mass with Ashes

For further information contact:
Pastor Paul Millin Tel No 22267

All are Welcome
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NOTICE BOARD

www.sure.co.sh

service@sure.co.sh +290 22900

The winning entry will be used for marketing purposes

Send your
drawing/painting
or photo via
email or deliver
to Bishops
Rooms

www.sams.sh

Theme: St Helena
Deadline: Monday
12th February 2018

Open to all ages

£50

WIN

Design the cover of our
2018 St Helena
Telephone Directory!
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NOTICE BOARD

Enterprise St. Helena (ESH) will have a unit available for rent to local entrepreneurs for non-industrial / clean business at the
ESH Business Park, Ladder Hill. The unit will be available for occupancy from 01st April 2018.
Applications should be submitted to Mandy O’Bey, Administration & Communications Coordinator in the form of an
extended business brief with a 3 year cash flow, detailing your planned business and intended opening hours via email
mandy.obey@esh.co.sh or in hard copy to the Enterprise St Helena Office, ESH Business Park by COP on Friday 16th
February 2018.

For further information please contact Michielle Yon, Director of Resources on 22920
or e-mail michielle.yon@esh.co.sh
Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill | Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh

Enabling Tourism and Economic Growth

Visit us online Business and Investment: www.investinsthelena.com | Tourism: www.sthelenatourism.com

APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application has been
received in respect of the following proposals:
1. Application 2018/06: FULL Planning Application for
Construction of a Double Garage, on Parcel 0461 New
Ground, adjacent to Herbert Ellick. Applicant: Martin Henry
2. Application 2018/15: FULL Planning Application for
Construction of 3 Bedroom Dwelling, Lower Cleughs Plain
on Parcel 0338 New Ground, adjacent to Adrian Joshua.
Applicant: Robert Thomas
3. Application 2018/16: FULL Planning Application for Siting
of a 20ft Container for a Period of 3 Months, Marble Hall
on Parcel 0523 Half Tree Hollow, adjacent to Clive Bagley.
Applicant: Russell Yon
Copies of the Applications and Plans may be inspected
by Prior Appointment with the Planning Section, Essex
House, Main Street, Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from
8.30am to 4pm. Appointments can be made with Secretary
on Telephone No 22270 or email Karen-Isaac@enrd.gov.
sh stating the Application Reference Number they wish to
inspect.
Any person who wishes to make Representations on the
above Applications should make them in writing within
14 days, to the Planning Office, Essex House, Main Street,
Jamestown or Email shane.williams@enrd.gov.sh
Public Review Commencement Date :
Public Review Closing Date :
Riana De Wet
Chief Planning Officer

08 February 2018
23 February 2018

UMGUSI SA
Procurement-Import/Export-Freight Forwarding-Warehousing-Logistics

Our Services
UMGUSI SA offers various services from sourcing of products,
procurement, freight forwarding, import/export, warehousing and
logistics. Our services are for businesses as well as for the private
individual.

Warehouse Facility
You are welcome to do your own procurement and use our warehouse
facility as your delivery address and we will take care of the rest.
*Please contact us for more information

For orders and enquiries:
wikus@umgusi-enterprises.co.za
Mobile: +27 (0) 72 021 7888
WhatsApp: +27 (0) 76 134 8142
Umgusi SA
Visit and ‘like’ our Facebook page

We would like to thank all the Saints who used our services during this
past year. Your support is valued and we hope to hear from you soon.
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STATEMENT FROM FSRA
The Financial Services Regulatory Authority (FSRA)
and the Bank of Saint Helena Ltd (BOSH) note the
correspondence in the Independent newspaper of
Friday, 2 February 2018, and it wishes to take this
opportunity to assure the public that, contrary to
suggestions contained in Mrs Wilmot’s letter, all
depositors’ funds in BOSH are safe and secure. The
highest standards of regulatory oversight are applied
by the FSRA to the financial services providers on St
Helena. The Chairman of the FSRA (Chris Duncan and
his successor Charles Ilako are on-Island at present)
and Chris Duncan has been keen to reiterate this
assurance.
It is a matter of grave concern that the confidentiality
measures which apply between a Bank and its
customer have been breached in this case. Mrs Wilmot
is, of course, entitled to her own views, but not her
own facts, her letter unfortunately contains errors of
fact.
Discussions are continuing between the Bank and
its customer (Saint Helena Hotel Development Ltd)
with a view to establishing a satisfactory solution to
the financial matters which have now arisen from the
hotel project.
All parties are mindful of the need for great care,
sensitivity and protection of all stakeholders’
interests.
Chris Duncan
Chairman of the Financial Services Regulatory
Authority
5 February 2018
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NOTICE BOARD
POLICE APPEAL FOR
INFORMATION
THEFT AT FIRE & RESCUE
STATION
St Helena Police have advised of a theft at the Fire &
Rescue Station, Ladder Hill.
The offender/s approached two training vehicles
and stole shock absorbers from both vehicles, which
in turn caused damage.
This incident occurred between 11am and 4.30pm
on Saturday, 3 February 2018.
Anyone who may have noticed any suspicious
activity in this area, or have been offered these
items for sale are encouraged to urgently contact the
Police, regardless of how minor they may consider
their information.
The Police can be contacted via tel: 22626 or email
the Criminal Investigations Department via: cid@
sainthelena.gov.sh or jonathan.clark@sainthelena.
gov.sh.
The community is thanked for their assistance.
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt
SHG
6 February 2018

FIREARMS TRAINING
THURSDAY, 15 FEBRUARY
The Police Directorate will be carrying out
Firearms training at Cox’s Battery Range from
9am to 4pm on Thursday, 15 February 2018.
Red flags, signs and barriers will be in place. Walkers
in the Cox’s Battery area should not approach the
Range as live firing will be in progress.
The Police Directorate would like to thank the
public in advance for their co-operation.
#StHelena #PoliceDirectorate #FirearmsTraining
# CoxsBattery
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt
SHG
5 February 2018

info@sainthelenabank.com

(290) 22390

Bank of St Helena
Market Street, Jamestown
St Helena Island

To apply, visit the Bank’s Main Branch, Market Street, Jamestown or
contact us on telephone or email

as well as costs associated with bounced Account Transfers,

Avoid Account Transfer Fees, which are 50p per transaction irrespective of value,

No Fees are applied on Cashback offered to your Customers

and are capped at £3.00

www.sams.sh

At 1.25%, Bank Fees applied are appropriate to levels of sales, (e.g. 1.25% of £10.00 = 13p)

including staff time spent at the Bank.

Reduce your business overheads with reductions in resource and administration costs,

Claim back as an expense on Income Tax Return

Receive real time payment processing

The Benefits include

APPLY TODAY FOR THE LOCAL DEBIT CARD ACCEPTANCE SERVICE
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Established and regulated under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008, the Company Ordinance, 2004 and the Company Regulations 2004

Head Office: Market Street · Jamestown · St Helena Island · STHL 1ZZ
T. +290 22390 · F. +290 22553 · email. info@sainthelenabank.com · web www.sainthelenabank.com

The Bank thanks customers for their cooperation and continued
support.

Business customers are advised that with effect from 01 April 2018 a
fee of 50p, per Account Transfer presented to the Bank for processing,
will apply.

ACCOUNT TRANSFER FEES FOR
BUSINESS CUSTOMERS

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 08 February 2018
www.sams.sh
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NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR
CERTIFICATE & BADGE OF
HONOUR, AND ACTS OF
BRAVERY AWARDS
Nominations are currently being invited for the
Certificate & Badge of Honour Awards, 2018.
These awards are available for the Governor to present
to public servants for loyal and valuable service worthy
of recognition or, in the case of other persons, for
their loyal and meritorious conduct that has provided
exceptional benefit to the people of St Helena.
The Certificate & Badge of Honour awards will be
presented later this year.
Nominations are also invited for the Acts of Bravery
Award, 2018.
Nominations should ideally be made to recognise Acts
of Bravery that have taken place since the last call for
nominations in February 2017.
For more information, or to request a nomination
form for the 2018 awards, please contact Miss Linda
Benjamin at the Castle on telephone number: 22470 or
via email: linda.benjamin@sainthelena.gov.sh
Completed forms should be returned in a sealed
envelope marked ‘CONFIDENTIAL’ to the ‘Executive
Secretary, Honours Committee’ at the Castle by
Monday, 5 March 2018.
SHG
6 February 2018
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ASCENSION ISLAND
GOVERNMENT

We are looking for a Post Office Assistant
on Ascension Island (Package up to £18,000)
The Ascension Island Government is currently looking for a suitably competent, motivated
and flexible individual to fill a position of Post Office Assistant to work at the Georgetown Post
Office.
If successful, you would be expected to provide:








An over the counter postal and philatelic service to customers.
A sales service for vehicle licences and other AIG licences and permits.
A sales service and maintain records for any additional items sold by the Post Office
including greeting cards and similar incidental items.
Prepare and make up surface and airmails for despatch in accordance with the rules
and regulations of the UPU.
Collection, sorting, delivery, over-bagging (in transit) and recording of all mail.
Process application for driver and vehicle licences, collect fees and issue all customers
with monthly reminders for these licences.
Provide leave cover for staff.

We are offering a two year contract with a salary of £8,000 per year (taxable in Ascension
Island), renewable based on performance and island need. You will also receive benefits
worth over £10,000 per year:







Rent free accommodation (with electricity and water allowances)
Food allowance (£3,028 per annum)
One mid-contract return air fare to the country of residence
Relocation package
30 days annual holiday (with additional 9 days public holidays)
Gratuity bonus payable at the end of a completed contract

This appointment will be subject to:
 Employment References
 Satisfactory Medical Clearance
 Criminal Records Check
This is a single status role. This means that the successful candidate will be offered
accommodation for a single person along with single allowances for food, travel and
relocation.
We are looking for the post holder to start in April 2018.
Closing Date:

2nd March 2018 (at 5pm)

Interviews will be carried out via Skype or teleconference
For more information and to apply visit: http://www.ascension-island.gov.ac/working-here
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SPORTS ARENA
Golf Report
weekending 4
February 2018

Tony Green, Contributed
Having slipped easily into February last
Sunday’s Par 3 competition attracted
twelve players even though some
regulars were under the weather and not
able to play. The tough were at the top
with Jeffrey Stevens taking first place
on 57 with Runner-up Larry Legg on
60. Seven ‘twos’ were recorded, three
to Larry Legg and two each to Donald
Bowers and Lawson Henry. Thanks
to Lawson Henry for organising this
tournament. Next Sunday 11 February
will be the February Monthly Medal.
Anyone wish to sponsor? Sign-up
sheets are on the Club Notice Board or
members can leave their names on the
Club telephone Message Service 24421
by Friday afternoon. The Club’s Annual
General Meeting will be held on Sunday
18 February when a new Committee will
be elected. A list for nominees to serve on
the Club Committee is posted on the Club
Notice Board.

Greetings from the Jamestown Rifle Club
Pat Henry, Contributed

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards Scheme gives our young people an opportunity
for enjoyment and new experiences. Starting at Bronze participants will need
strong support from adult helpers to take on substantial challenges and discover
their hidden talents and develop a good relationship with friends and the wider
community. On Monday 05 February 2018 Robin Williams who is one of present
students turned up feeling much better, full of energy and enthusiasm. A brief
discussions on the firing point set up, alinement, breathing and trigger control.
He positioned himself on the firing point, soon after shooting begins I watched
his shots popping in his targets through the spotting scope, keeping an eye on
him during the process, I could tell he was in a comfortable position. He finishes
his targets with all shot accounted for giving him total score 90.1 & 93.3 with good
groupings. Good performance.
Due to other plans and commitments members were unable to make it, six of us
were able to switch our aiming to Monday instead of Tuesday, which also gave us a
chance to focus on future plans for 2017 – 18 year ending. Never the less as always
we enjoyed our shooting blasting away, Peter Bright was pleased with his 85.1
rolling in aches and pains as he arises from the platform, well done Peter. Deirdre
lost out this week with 85.1 but manage to recover with 98.4, Colin Knipe with
low target visual managed 96.2, Nicky George steered his way back on track with
98.6, Patrick Young didn’t quite get to grips declining on turning point drop with
187.4 & 97.3 a bit unusual for him. Pat Henry were not on target this week shot
a poorly 189.3 must be a Monday night thing. Thanks guy’s for the evening, all
back to normal next week see you all then. This week is our last chance to see our
Finest Old Lady the RMS St Helena sitting in our harbour. When she propels away
from our shores over the weekend she will venture into a new lifestyle similar to
the changes for the life predictions made for our islands future. May her Master,
Crew and all who travel on her final voyage who will bid us farewell be smothered
with Gods Blessings as she caress her charm sea’s. Goodbye Lady Goodbye.

CLOSED SEASON FOR SPEAR FISHING

1ST JANUARY 2018 TO 31ST MARCH 2018
DURING THIS PERIOD SPEAR FISHING IS
NOT ALLOWED AT ANY TIME OR PLACE IN
ST HELENA’S WATERS.
The Spear Guns (Control) Ordinance states that during a
closed season, no person shall have a spear gun in his
possession on or within twenty meters of any tidal water or
upon any beach or foreshore or while swimming or while in
any vessel.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
WHARF SECURITY
St Helena Government has released a proposal for
the delivery of Wharf Security at the Jamestown
and Rupert’s Port areas.
Suitably qualified businesses are asked to submit
their proposals to:
Nicola Young, Deputy Head of Procurement, the
Castle, Jamestown, via email: nicola.young@
sainthelena.gov.sh by 3pm on Tuesday, 13 February
2018.

During this time most fish are at the spawning stage and it is
therefore necessary to put measures in place to allow marine
life a chance to breed and to grow into sustainable
resources. The aim of the controlled season is not to stop
people from enjoying the sea and its life but to respect our
oceans and its resources.

For further Information, contact Nicola on tel:
22470 or email the address above.

____________________________________________________

SHG
31 January 2018

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DIVISION, ESSEX HOUSE, JAMESTOWN

#StHelena #WharfSecurity
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt

