THE

SENTINEL

www.sams.sh

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.

Vol. 6, Issue 35 - Price: £1

“serving St Helena and her community worldwide”

Thursday 30 November 2017

Government Bailout for Fisheries?
“When she saw everything
was failing on a daily basis, it
was shared with the Board and
the fishermen, and soon after
this, Armageddon happened.”
– Julie Thomas, Chair of the
Commercial Fishermen’s
... page 6
Association

Also inside...

Anti-Bullying Week

... pages 2-3

4

Cheers to Charmaine

5

Across the Finish Line

Charmaine Buckley to study dentistry in UK

2017 Festival of Running concludes

16

Around the World in 80 Saints

17

St Helena Association (UK)
Dance

Sarah-Lee Ward-Rogers: London

Over £1,000 raised for island’s charities

2

www.sams.sh

ST HELENA NEWS

Thursday 30 November 2017 | THE SENTINEL

Anti-Bullying Week at Primaries
St Pauls Primary

S

chools
around
the
island
promoted anti-bullying week last
week.
Prince Andrew School asked
students and staff to wear
mismatched shoes to school one day,
while St Pauls Primary and Harford
Primary held events throughout the
week.
The events at the primary schools
aimed to increase student awareness
of what is classified as bullying, and
what the impact of bullying can be.
SAMS visited St Pauls Primary last
Friday; the school’s aim for antibullying week was to “empower
children and young people to
celebrate what makes them, and
others, unique.”
The nursery class sang and danced
to “Will you be a Friend of Mine.”
Student Council, and kids from
multiple classes, then gathered in the
hall to share the events and activities
they had participated in throughout
the week, and to promote the theme
‘All different, all equal.’ The Year
2 class then read an anti-bullying
acrostic poem, and finally SAMS’s
visit ended with Year 3 students
saying why they are unique. More
about the week can be found on page
20.
All schools spread the word that
cyber-bullying, physical and verbal
bullying hurts, and that we are all
unique and should always treat each
other equally.
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Anti-Bullying Week at Primaries
H

arford Primary School is placing
a spotlight on anti-bullying this year
as part of the school improvement
plan. The school believes that pupil
wellbeing is a necessary prerequisite
to good learning, pupil progress and
attainment.
‘Anti Bullying Week’ was the
perfect stage to start this ‘show’.
The week kick started with an
assembly taken by the Headteacher,
where an anti-bullying policy
was launched. The assembly also
focused on the necessary elements
needed to get pupils thinking
about the phenomenon, such as:
the importance of difference, what
bullying is, the different kinds of
bullying, why people bully and the
effects of bullying.
A short video
capturing all of the aforementioned,
at the end, got pupils really thinking
about ‘what bullying means to them’.
The following day, the Police
Department conducted a very child
friendly assembly around the same
theme.
Their presentation echoed
the previous assembly using a
different approach. Children were
inspired to embrace togetherness
and kindness rather than using

Harford Primary School, Contributed

bullying behaviour. Both assemblies
were conducted in an interactive and
multi-sensory manner to capture
pupil’s attention.
As a spin off from the assemblies,
classes were challenged to explore
the concept of anti - bullying in
more depth. By the end of the week
each class had created a display in

their classrooms illustrating their
thoughts about ‘what bullying means
to them’ in a creative manner.
This is not the end of anti-bullying
for Harford Primary School. Antibullying will continue to be drip-fed
throughout the year, with the vision
and hope of becoming a ‘BULLY FREE
SCHOOL!’
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Cheers to Charmaine

St

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Helenian Charmaine Buckley
is heading overseas to study Dental
Therapy and Hygiene in Manchester,
England.
Charmaine currently works at
the Dental Clinic at the Jamestown
General Hospital. Her course will
commence on January 2, 2018 and will
take her over two years to complete.
Once her course is completed, she will
take the Royal College of Surgeons of
England examination.
“I’m excited,” Charmaine said.
“It has been a long-awaited
achievement of mine, and to be given
this opportunity now, it’s amazing.
It’s going to be challenging, but I am
looking forward to it.”
Once Charmaine has passed the
course she plans to return to the island
to practice as a dental hygienist, and
dental therapist (incorporating the
role of a dental hygienist into more
advanced treatment). This will allow
her to perform dental procedures like
fillings and extractions on children,
and preventative treatments like
scaling and polishing.
“A hygienist will focus more
on preventative treatment and
promoting oral health,” Charmaine
said. “This includes the basic scale
and polish, oral hygiene instructions
and doing educational talks at the

schools or various communities.”
In order to qualify for this course,
Charmaine has been studying for the
last four years. Since she qualified as
a dental nurse in 2005, Charmaine
completed other useful qualifications
including a Level 4 Leadership and
Management course with a focus on
dental practices.
“Charmaine has worked very hard
during the past four years, studying in
order to be selected for this course,”
said Senior Dentist Wayne Badier
in a press release. “It is important
that continuity of leadership is
maintained within the Dental Clinic,
and who better to perform that task
than Charmaine. She will make an
excellent clinician.”
Charmaine’s colleagues, including
Jane Fenwick, wish Charmaine
success:
“A Saint Helenian who has shown
extraordinary persistence in her
career is Charmaine Buckley of
Bottom Woods. Charmaine is
currently working at the Jamestown
Hospital Dental Clinic as a dental
nurse and practice manager but
is due to leave the Island to start
her course at Manchester Dental
Hospital. To get to this position she
has spent many years studying and
burning the midnight oil.
Charmaine left Prince Andrew

School with GCSEs in 1999 and
has worked at the Dental Clinic
since then. Over the years she has
gained certificates in First Aid, First
Response, then spent two years
in Manchester to gain her Dental
Nursing Qualification. She returned
to the island to work as a dental
nurse and has quietly gained further
qualifications in Dental Radiography,
Dental Practice Management and
Oral Hygiene.
With this experience she hoped
to be accepted onto a course for
Dental Hygiene and Therapy - a
professional course which allows a
person to provide simple fillings,
extractions and clinical hygiene care
to patients. This is a course which
is highly oversubscribed in the UK
with applicants needing three As at
A-level. Charmaine applied several
years running with no luck. During
this time she had two children and
spent every evening studying Open
University modules to demonstrate
her academic ability. Finally she has
been offered a place at the University
of Manchester starting in January
2018. It’s a pleasure to salute her
success,
without
scholarships,
without A-levels and as a fulltime working mother. Bon Voyage
Charmaine and every good wish for
your further success!”

Red Cross Cook Book
Pamela Ward Pearce, Chairman

T

he first major fundraising event
by the re-established St Helena
Branch of the British Red Cross, was
the launch of The Little Red Cook
Book, on Nov. 23 at the Museum. This
cook book has a selection of recipes
contributed by local members and is
sold in aid of the Branch.
At the launch there was an
opportunity to sample some of the
offerings from the book and those
present were suitably impressed.
Unfortunately HE the Governor, our
Patron was unable to be present but
she had sent a message of support
which was read by the chairman. In
her welcome the chairman reflected
on fundraising by the Red Cross in
the past, which included Flag Day
and the Christmas Fair and also paid
tribute to a number of people who
had made the book a reality.
The Little Red Cook Book is
available at various outlets and will
be at the Evening Market on Friday,
1st December.

SAINT HELENA DONKEY HOME NEEDS YOU!
We would like to advise that we were unable to have an AGM on Monday
20th November 2017 as no one came to the meeting.
We need Saint Helena’s support to form a new committee and hands on
volunteers to look after the donkeys. We need a chairman, Secretary and
4 other members as a minimum to form a committee. If we do not get
enough people to form a committee then this charity will fold.
In addition to a committee volunteers are needed either weekly or
monthly to help look after the donkeys, also assisting with donkey
walking, clearing the field of donkey poop and fund raising.
The next AGM Will be held at the canister on Monday 4th December 2017
at 5pm, please come and support the island donkeys.
For more information call Sabrina Harper 22969, Roddy or email
sainthelenadonkeyhome@gmail.com.
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Inquest
into “tragic
accident” at
Sandy Bay
Andrew Turner, SAMS

C

hief Coroner Ms Martine Kushner
on Friday held an inquest hearing
into the death of Garry John Leo.
Mr Leo, a Levelwood resident,
passed away Nov. 6, 2017 during a
fishing trip at Sandy Bay.
Prior to Friday’s inquest hearing,
witness statements about the incident
were submitted to Ms Kushner. Ms
Kushner then read the statements
out loud during the inquest.
According
to
the
witness
statements, Mr Leo had been fishing
with a friend at Sandy Bay when
his line snapped. Whilst attempting
to retrieve the line, he fell into the
water.
With the help of a group of tourists
that was on the beach at the time,
the Police and Sea Rescue teams were
contacted and a Search and Rescue
Operation began. Within minutes
they had found Mr Leo.
The Sea Rescue Team brought him
onboard and got to shore as quickly
as possible.
The ambulance team performed
CPR for 20 minutes, but there were
no signs of life.
The Coroner concluded that
the medical services had done
“everything they possibly could,”
and described the death as “a tragic
accident.”
The inquest concluded that this
incident was a ‘death by drowning,’
and that there were no suspicious
circumstances.

“A Bitter
Draught” Update
Emma Weaver, SAMS

F

urther to the “A Bitter Draught:
Q&A with author Colin Fox” article
in last week’s Sentinel, the price of
Colin’s book is £30 for a hardback
copy, with a special price of £25 for
members of the Friends of St Helena.
The Foreword is by Dan Yon, and the
book is 384 pages long. ISBN 978-09574918-2-3.

Festival of Running Finishes

Photos by St Helena Tourism

T

he second-to-last event of the
2017 Festival of Running, the Trail
Run, took place Saturday, Nov. 25.
Twenty-five people and two dogs
participated, and the overall winner
was Jeremy Lazell.
The Triathlon event took place
Sunday, Nov. 26. Four teams and one
individual took part. The Triathlon
Team winners were Colby Thomas,
Anthony Thomas and Myles Leask
and the individual winner was Steven
Coates, who set a new record of 1hr
1min and 46secs.
The Festival of Running ended with
the prize presentation and closing
ceremony at noon the same day.

6

www.sams.sh

Thursday 30 November 2017 | THE SENTINEL

ST HELENA NEWS

Government Bailout for Fisheries?
Andrew Turner, SAMS

I

n a special ExCo meeting on
Thursday, Nov. 23 the council
considered options for assisting
the St Helena Fisheries Corporation
(SHFC).
The Corporation is in significant
financial difficulty due to an historic
lack of investment in its equipment,
especially within its Cold Store.
“The building is quite old,
everything that is in the building is
quite old and anything there is old,”
said General Manager of the SHFC,
Elizabeth Clingham. “The stuff we
use is slowly but surely becoming
dilapidated, not working well, prone
to breakdowns and flawed in one
way or another. As a result, this will
impinge on our ability to operate
efficiently.”
Fish represents an important part
of the local economy with frozen
tuna being one of the island’s few
exports. It is also a staple of the local
diet and represents a valuable source
of protein for the island.
This is particularly important
now as with air access, Fisheries is
working with IPNLF considering the
export of fresh fish via plane.
Formally operated by ARGOS,
the SHFC was taken over by the St
Helena Government (SHG) in 2013.
The SHFC is SHG-subsidised in order
to keep it operational.
One of the options ExCo considered
was closing the processing plant
completely; however, this option was
quickly rejected.
Therefore, ExCo has decided to bail
out the company and take a guarantee
for some of SHFC’s current debts.

How much will this cost?

SHG has proposed a £173,000
bailout of the SHFC.
£100,000 of this will go to
operating costs, with the remaining
£73,000 going to capital investment.
Money will be sourced from SHG’s
consolidated fund.
This money is in addition to the
SHFC’s annual £180,000 subsidy.
Money will be used to buy essential
equipment for the factory as well as to
replace some of the older equipment.
In addition to injecting new funds
into the Corporation, SHG has agreed
to provide a guarantee to Connect
St Helena for any debt incurred by
SHFC for utilities after Oct. 23 of this

year. This guarantee would be to the
value of £100,000 and limited to the
electricity consumed from that date
up until March 31, 2018.
This guarantee can only be approved
through a resolution of Legislative
Council and a meeting is expected
shortly.

How will SHG ensure this is
money well spent?
SHG said they will set up working
groups, which will attempt to
improve the profitability of the SHFC
and of the island’s fishing industry
as a whole. This could include a
review of fishing licensing and an
attempt to source investors for local
fishing vessels.

Why has nothing been done
until now?
Julie Thomas, Chair of the
Commercial Fishermen’s Association,

has attributed the recent breakdowns
to the lack of a maintenance plan for
SHFC equipment.
“I think it would be fair to say
that I don’t think SHG understood
the ageing and the things that were
going wrong round there,” Julie said.
“Elizabeth needs full credit because
she created an operational review
when she first took over. When she
saw everything was failing on a daily
basis, it was shared with the Board
and the fishermen, and soon after
this, Armageddon happened.”
This operational review, said
Julie, was the first time that both
SHG and the fishermen were able
to truly understand the scale of the
problem at the SHFC. Julie also said
investment was needed earlier, and
in fact that this had been highlighted
when SHG took over the factory from
Argos in 2013, but it was not given a
priority.
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Studying our Seas: New Marine Biologist
Andrew Turner, SAMS

St Helena’s new marine biologist,

Alison Small, arrived to the island on
the first commercial passenger flight
on Oct. 14.
Alison is here for two years as
part of a Darwin Project, studying
oceanographic
influences
on
the pelagic ecosystem: In more
understandable terms, this means
Alison is studying the area of the
ocean that tuna, sharks and large
marine mammals such as whales and
dolphins most frequent.
Alison will begin her work by
focusing on smaller species within St
Helena’s marine environment. She
will particularly study species such
as plankton to try and figure out
what brings larger species, such as
whale sharks, to St Helena.
“We want to know what’s feeding
the
commercially
important
species,” Alison said. “We’re looking
at small stuff to inform us about the
movements of the big stuff.”
Alison had an interest in marine

“We want to know what’s feeding the commercially
important species. We’re looking at small stuff to
inform us about the movements of the big stuff.” –
Marine Biologist Alison Small

biology since she was young. She
then decided to study the subject at
university, and is now finalizing her
PhD.
“I’ve always had an interest in
marine biology, so I went off to
university to study that,” she said. “I
spent four years studying and then I

spent another four years doing a PhD
that is based on the lower trophic
levels in marine biology, and when
this job came up it was a good fit so
I applied.”
After seven weeks on the island,
Alison said she is well into her work
and is enjoying the island life.
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A Twist of the Throttle
Andrew Turner, SAMS

I

sland resident Martin Giebner is
planning a training event for local
Dirtbike riders for 2018. The training
will be conducted by Pro Motocross
rider James Berrill, who kindly
agreed to conduct the training for
free.
The event is being organised by
Martin Giebner, who has been on
the island since April with his wife
Georgina, the Dietician.
Martin has previous experience
in enduro and trials biking, and
met James last year while on one of
James’ training courses in the UK.
“I spent a fantastic day with James
on his course in England,” Martin
said. “He is quite a high-profile
rider, but what’s more important is
that he is a really good instructor. He
works a lot with young people in the
UK and with people of all abilities,
and wherever you are at your riding
stage, he is very good at raising your
skills.”
Martin bought a dirtbike when
he first moved to the island and
has been exploring riding sites. He
is hoping to revive the St Helena
Motocross Club and get the club
onboard with James’ training. This
would give access to the motocross
track at Bradley’s, one of the most
popular riding spots on the island.
Martin’s plan is to raise funds
in order to get James to the island
to conduct the training. However,
this of course is not without its
complications.
“The amount of funds we need
is really small because James,
amazingly, has agreed to coach for
free,” Martin said. “All we have to do
is raise money for him to get here,
which means the plane ticket. I am
currently working on the logistics of
that and I’ve discovered that in order

Martin’s dirtbike, with the runway in
the background. Photo by Martin Giebner.
to be allowed to fundraise, you need
to have authority from the Police;
and there is quite a lot of admin
involved with that.”
So far, Martin has founded a
Facebook group called Dirtbike
Coaching
Event
2018,
which
interested people can join to find out
more.

Who is James Berill?

James Berrill started MX racing in
the adult class (AMCA, later ACU) at
the age of 16.
James has won a significant amount
of races over the years, including
winning, several times, the “Wild
and Woolley;” the oldest MX race in
the world.
In the last 10 years or so, James
increasingly focused on enduro
racing. He won events such as the
12-hour Iron Man bike race (he hopes
to win the 24-hour one next year),
the Dawn-till-dusk enduro and the
6-hour race.
He won the British GS Trophy in
2015, and came second in the GS
World Finals in Thailand last year.
James loves the sport and has always
been ready to share his wealth of
experience with other riders, young
and old, beginners and advanced. He
excels at helping riders to correct
weak spots their own technique, and
helps them build confidence on the
bike.

History of Dirtbiking
on St Helena
Dirtbiking on St Helena has been
a long-standing tradition. The St
Helena Motocross Club was formed
in 1986 and operates from the MX
track at Bradley’s.
The club in the past organised a
National Championship, where
participants competed in 125, 250,
Open and Youth classes.
Untill recently there has also been
the annual ‘Robert Glanville Piston
Cup’ (after the late Robert Glanville,
a fallen local biker).
However, with many prominent
members of the club now overseas,
there has been a recent decline in
official events. But this has not
stopped local bike enthusiasts from
riding, with many taking weekend
tours around the island.
Alex
Henry
carrying
on the
Motocross
tradition
on Saint
Helena.
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ST HELENA DAY - Part 4

Ian Bruce, Contributed

This week: Why was the island named St Helena? Might it have been named Vera Cruz? Was St Helena actually discovered on
3 May 1502?

I

t is believed that the longbelieved date of 21 May 1502 for the
discovery of St Helena was first made
in a book published by a Dutchman,
Jan Hüygen van Linschoten in 1596.
Earlier sections of this article proved
that St Helena Day has nothing to do
with the Eastern Orthodox Church
date for Saint Helena. Linschoten also
seems to have assumed the island
was named after Saint Helena but
then quoted the Protestant feast day
of 21 May for this saint as the day of
the discovery. He seems not to have
realised that the Catholic Portuguese
would have celebrated the feat day
for Saint Helena on a different date,
18 August. He also seems to have
missed a fundamental point, that St
Helena was first sighted in 1502. This
was almost two decades BEFORE
the Reformation and founding of
the Protestant faith. It is therefore
impossible that St Helena was
discovered on the Protestant feast
day of 21 May 1502.
An island web site by John Turner
(it has since been updated in line
with this article) edged close to
the starting point of this paper’s
reasoning, when it drew attention
to the fact that Anglicans and
Lutherans mark Saint Helena’s
feast-day on 21 May, also pointing to
the implausibility that the discovery
fleet could discover the island on
18 August and yet arrive back at
Lisbon by 11 September. From the
perspective of the discovery fleet’s
speed, depending on precisely when
it left India, my own generalised
calculations suggest the island could
realistically have been found over a
period of at least 90 days, between
mid-April and mid-July. This of
course includes Linschoten’s date of
21 May, but every other date within
that period seems equally likely.
Linschoten was not alone in the
16th century to quote a date for the
discovery of St Helena, even if only
his suggestion of 21 May is still
remembered. Attention is drawn to a
feast-day that is specifically Catholic,
is closely connected to Saint Helena
and which was also suggested slightly
ahead of Linschoten. Odoardo Duarte
Lopes visited St Helena in 1578, more
than a decade before Linschoten.

A myriad of choices - Saint Helena selects the True Cross
He was a Portuguese slaver who
spent many years in the Congo. A
book published in 1591 by Filippo
Pigafetta, an Italian with experience
in both military and diplomatic
fields, described Portuguese trade
in the Congo and the wider African
continent based on details provided
by Lopes. This included many
interesting details, including the fact
that Francis Drake probably sailed
in the region of St Helena, so he
may even have landed there before
Thomas Cavendish. On the subject of
St Helena Day, translating from the
original Italian the book states:
“This island is so called from
having been first discovered by
the Portuguese on the 3rd of
May, the Feast of St Helena”.
It is not known where Lopes sourced
this date and, at first sight, his
statement seems wrong, the Roman
Church celebrating 3 May as the feast
of the True Cross, not the feast of
Saint Helena. However, this Catholic
feast-day certainly has a strong
resonance with Saint Helena because
it celebrates her claimed recovery
of the cross on which Jesus was
crucified in Jerusalem. Nevertheless,
if the Portuguese indeed discovered
the island on the feast of the True
Cross, why did they not name it
“Ilha de Vera Cruz” (Island of the
True Cross)? The answer may be very
simple, for as mentioned in Part 3 of
this article, in 1500 Cabral had already
given this name to the Brazilian
coastline. News of Cabral’s discovery

reached Lisbon directly from South
America before da Nova’s fleet set
off on the voyage to India in 1501. If
da Nova knew the True Cross name
had already been assigned, the most
obvious and plausible alternative
name for him to give the island was
“Santa Helena”. In short, a 3 May
discovery date and the island name
fits the normal Portuguese practice
of naming new lands after the feastday on which they were found and
also falls into the most likely 90-day
period for the discovery, as discussed
above.
Only time and further research
will confirm whether Lopes and
Linschoten were indeed the first to
respectively quote 3 May and 21 May
for St Helena’s discovery. With each
of these dates being quoted in the
16th century, it is odd that the 3 May
was only rarely cited in the years
that followed. Indeed, the 3 May was
quoted in a widely read travel book
by Sir Thomas Herbert in 1638 so it is
surprising how quickly his comments
were forgotten. Herbert described
how, after touring through Persia
and Iraq, he returned to England via
the Cape, and visited St Helena for
six days from 10 October 1629. His
comments are important because he
explicitly linked the discovery of St
Helena on 3 May to Saint Helena and
her discovery of the True Cross.
“Saint Helena is an Ile, & and
was in-nominate [unnamed]
till John de Nova gave it one [...]
and so named, for that he
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discovered it (in his returne
from India to Lisbon) the third
of May; a day consecrated to
the memory of Helena the
Empresse: She that first found
the Crosse.”
Regretfully, these remarks by
Thomas Herbert were largely ignored
because later English language texts
overwhelmingly claimed that St
Helena was discovered on the 21 May.
A search of the literature suggests
that the 3 May was last cited as the
island’s discovery date about 150 years
ago, but no mention was made of the
crucial fact that this was the feastday of the True Cross. It is suspected
the 3 May date completely fell out of
favour following publication of the
first complete history of St Helena.
This was written by Thomas Brooke
in 1808 and emphatically stated,
albeit without providing a source,
that St Helena was discovered on
21 May. Together with his second
revised edition published in 1823,
Brooke heavily influenced the texts

of later historians, including his
several errors. Within a short time
thereafter, all memory of Lopes’
Catholic date of 3 May seems to
have completely faded so that only
Linschoten’s Protestant date of 21
May is today recognised.
It will probably take many years
before the error of the 21 May date
is fully recognised. Slow progress
is being made. For example, Part
1 of this article mentioned the
erroneous entry in 2015 by the online
Encyclopaedia Britannica, but today
the entry for St Helena reads:
The exact date of the discovery
traditionally has been given as
May 21, which in the Eastern
Orthodox Church is the feast
day of St. Helena, Roman
empress and mother of the
emperor Constantine. Other
evidence suggests, however,
that it was May 3, the Roman
Catholic feast day of the True
Cross, of which St. Helena was
the reputed discoverer.

To summarise, evidence has been
presented that shows the traditional
date of 21 May for the discovery
of St Helena originated with a
Dutch author at the end of the 16th
century who erroneously quoted the
Protestant feast-day of Saint Helena
for a discovery made by Catholic
navigators two decades before the
Reformation started. The Catholic
feast-day of the True Cross on 3 May
probably better fits the historic facts
of when the island was discovered. St
Helenians have however long marked
St Helena Day on 21 May for their
national celebrations. This is a deeprooted tradition, and any suggestion
to change the timing of that festivity
would probably be akin to a proposal
to change the date of Christmas.
Note: A complete and full referenced
version of this article can be read on
a section of the Island Info website,
http://sainthelenaisland.info/
sthelenadayarticleianbruce.pdf

Former CEO Releases Music Video
The former CEO of SAMS, Stewart

George of Thompson’s Hill, released
a music video earlier in November.
Stewart first had the idea to make
a music video after coming to the
island for the first time in 2009. He
has now spent over a year perfecting
the video.
“My love affair with the beauty of
St Helena really started in 2009 when
we lost our dad and I came over from
the UK,” Stewart said. “It was the
first time I’d ever been to St Helena.
It was a very emotional time for me,
and of course being confronted with
the beauty of the island, whilst in
that emotional state, really made an
impression on me.”
The video, Stewart said, tries to
exemplify how beautiful, remote and
relaxing the island is compared to
the large cities he knew for most of
his life (he spent much of his life in
London). The beginning of the video
shows bustling city scenes; those
images are then followed by aerial
views of stunning and calm St Helena
landscapes.
A background in music (especially
saxophone), coupled with possession
of a drone, allowed Stewart to put
together both original footage
and original music for the video:
Stewart’s music for the video avoided
copyrighted soundtracks, and was

Mic-kail Harris, SAMS

actually made by Stewart and his
friends. The music also exemplifies
the feeling of change Stewart
experienced when travelling from
the busy outside world to the island.
“The soundtrack in the video was
a song I wrote and was performed
and produced by me and some of my
friends,” Stewart said. “The song
was written at a time when I was
going through quite a lot of changes
myself. When you’re going through
changes, depends on why you are
going through them, sometimes
the changes you are going through
are motivated because you feel at
some level that you are inadequate
or circumstances required you to
change in a certain way, but I think
what will make the process of change
easier is if you give yourself a hug.”
The music video can be seen on his
website
(http://dronesurveyvideo.
myfreesites.net/) and will also be
played on loop along with the other
videos in the Tourist Office window.

Aerial view of Sandy Bay, from the video

12

www.sams.sh

Thursday 30 November 2017 | THE SENTINEL

LIFESTYLE & CULTURE

More from the Florestan
“Being pretty new to the sailing game, Mike
and I were very lucky to have an experienced
captain like Jérôme to bring us safely to
Ascension. Nothing major happened during
the six days, and we enjoyed a very peaceful
and quiet journey. Despite the ‘calm seas,’ it did
take a little while to get used to maneuvering
below deck, and when we stumbled onto the
landing steps on Ascension with our wobbly
sea legs, I had a small collection of bruises
from sliding into objects! Days and nights
were filled with eating, sleeping, reading and
relaxing in between scanning the horizon for
ships (only one was spotted!), extra spoiled by
Jérôme doing all the cooking and cleaning for
us, serving both pancakes and apple pie! It was
a great experience, I would really recommend
it – and then the added bonus of exploring
Ascension before returning on the RMS to St
Helena.” – Helena Lochen
Island residents Mike Brown and Helena Lochen, on a six-day voyage to Ascension Island: When Jérôme left on Oct. 21, he offered two paid spots on the yacht.

M

any islanders got to know
Jérôme Giersé and Alexandra Gelhay
as they passed through St Helena
this year - for longer than expected.
The couple arrived on St Helena by
yacht May 1, 2017 and anticipated
leaving May 11. However, the couple
found out they were pregnant while
on-island, and so decided to stay six
months.
Jérôme and Alexandra were sailing
‘Florestan around the World’ when
they arrived in St James’ Bay. On
that boat, they had already visited
around 20 countries and connected
to communities worldwide through
the universal language of music.
Jérôme and Alexandra found such
connections on St Helena, and left
an impression on those they met and
worked with while here.
Jérôme and Alexandra, now
in Belgium, published the first
installment in their “St Helena
Diaries” Nov. 25. The page is in French,
but the first ‘diary’ entry can be found
at https://florestanaroundtheworld.
com/2017/11/25/26-carnets-desainte-helene-vol-1/.
And Nov. 26, the couple emailed out
a newsletter to update friends and
family on their travels:
“Dear Friends,
Some of you might wonder in
which far ocean has gone Florestan,
as our last newsletter has been sent

to you more than six months ago.
At the present time, we are both
in Brussels, after a period full of
emotions and adventures. Indeed, we
are very happy to announce you that
a new crew member is expected on
Florestan! Our baby is due in the first
days of January.
When we got that beautiful news
in May, we had just arrived on Saint
Helena Island, in the middle of the
South Atlantic Ocean. Quickly, this
little and isolated piece of land
appeared to be the perfect place for
the first six months of Alexandra’s
pregnancy. After an incredibly
exciting time with the Saints, on
the 11th of October, the mother-tobe left the island on the Royal Mail
Ship Saint Helena, the cargo that
links Saint Helena to the outside
world. Ten days later, Jérôme set
sail on board Florestan, and after a
short stop in Ascension Island, sailed
single-handed across the ocean to
Brazil.
Our experience in Saint Helena
looks like a novel. The small piece
of land where Napoleon died in 1821
is home to a community of 4000
people, probably the friendliest on
earth. We have been quickly accepted
and integrated in their society, and
were seduced by their way of life,
totally unique and supportive. The
television was brought on island 20
years ago; the mobile phone network
was inaugurated in 2016 and Internet
is at its first steps of development.

In Saint Helena, concerns are from
another time, from another world.
People are keeping an eye to the sea,
waiting for the old Royal Mail Ship
that brings food, reunites families
and evacuates sick people. Hosted in
an old Church in Jamestown, we have
been caught up in this kind of 17th
century that clashes with modernity.
In this newsletter, as well as in the
next one, we offer you a taste of this
very special atmosphere. Music and
French teacher on island, Jérôme
was quickly known as « Mr G. ». As
for Alexandra, she entertained the
Saints with « Radio Ga Ga », her
weekly radio show on Saint FM, the
local radio station.
Today, we set the scene. A first part
of our « Carnets de Sainte-Hélène
» (french) invites you to discover
the incredible context in which we
lived on Saint Helena. You will also
find the podcast of three editions
of « Radio Ga Ga ». The Sentinel,
a local newspaper, summarized
our stay in a beautiful text and the
French magazine Voiles & Voiliers
published an 8 pages article about
our trip around the world. A nice
way to celebrate our achievement,
as Florestan crossed the Greenwich
Meridian for the second time,
somewhere between Cape Town and
Saint Helena !
We send you our love. See you
soon!
Alexandra Gelhay & Jérôme Giersé
Brussels, Belgium”
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The Local Buzz
“Plant a Flowering Tree for the Honey Bee.” Honey is one of Nature’s Super Foods.
Tony Leo, Secretary to the SHBKA, Contributed

Episode 9

H

ello and welcome to the ninth
episode from me on the Bees of St.
Helena. It would seem that I am not
wasting my time because so many
have said how interesting they are
finding these pages every week. So
thanks for the comments and here
I go from where I left off last week.
You will recall I was telling you about
collecting bees from a tree stump
and placing them in a prepared
hive. When bees swarm out they
will choose the most unlikely place
to make their new home. It could
be in an old container at a rubbish
dump, in a drum, under the cement
pavement, on top of an old chimney
stack, or in the ceiling of your home
or in a side of a rock. There are ways
and means of getting them out but
you have to take note of what you
need and how you will get them out.
Would you need another person or
maybe two because of the situation
of getting up a ladder and holding the
hive whilst you try and get the bees?
If they are in a rock and you cannot
see inside or get your hand inside,
see if the opening is large enough to
get a piece of black polythene hose
to check how deep the hole is. Pull
the hose back a bit from the side of
the cave and use your smoker to puff
some smoke in the hole by way of the
hose. Block up any other opening
with rag and leave an opening for the
bees to escape. As you puff the smoke
in they should start pouring out but
make sure they can only escape
through one way. Watch closely for
the queen to emerge. If you see her
then have your queen catcher handy
and capture her before she moves any
further. If you don’t see the queen,
then have a look where the bees are
going. The chances are they have
gone to higher ground or up a branch
of a tree close by. If this is the case,
you will observe they have made a
ball of bees hanging on a branch or
somewhere else. Have your hive
ready and scrape the bees in the hive
gently and see if they are confused
or whether they are gathering in
the hive. If the queen is with those
bees then you now have her in the
hive so others should follow. It

A swarm of bees in one of the Stroud’s hives. Photo by Emma Weaver.
would be wise to have a small piece
of excluder and place it in front at
the opening of your hive. This is to
keep the queen from escaping but
allows all other bees to enter. The
queen will call her bees into the hive
so watch if the bees are moving in
and staying. If no bees are moving
into the hive then you don’t have the
queen in the hive and she could still
be in the rock or out hanging from a
limb of the tree. Wherever the bees
congregate, the queen might well be
in the middle. Sometimes it may
take more than one day to remove
a feral swarm. There might be the
case when you have to give up trying
because the task has become too
difficult. The easiest way to catch a
swarm is to wait until the bees start
swarming which sometimes occurs
just before harvest when another
young queen has hatched. Only one
queen will rule a hive and the second
queen with half of the swarm will
leave the hive and seek a new home.
You will observe this if you watch
a busy hive during a warm day and
you will see a number of drone bees
(larger than the honey bee) all at the
front of the hive. Drone bees are the
bee that will mate with a queen bee
and the drones are congregating at
the entrance of the hive because they

know that a virgin queen will soon
emerge from the hive and will take
her maiden flight and mate with one
of the lucky drones. The queen will
mate just once in a year and that is
enough to fertilise her eggs. After
mating, the drones will die and the
new queen will go back into the hive
where arrangements will be made for
the scout bees to seek a new home.
When a suitable home is found, the
queen and half of the original hive,
at a given day at a given time when
the temperature is correct, will be
ready to leave the hive. Before they
leave, they will all gorge themselves
with honey from the hive and wait
for orders to leave. They will take
to the air and may stop for a rest
on a tree branch before the second
leg of the journey. The bees are not
likely to sting at this stage; because
of the amount of honey eaten, they
cannot bend themselves to sting
and they become very docile. So if
you are lucky to find them resting
and forming themselves into a ball,
which is when you need to have your
empty hive at hand and very gently
with a pair of secateurs/cutters, clip
the branch and lower them into the
hive brood chamber. I shall be with
you again next week so watch out for
my page.
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TIME OUT

PUZZLE
TIME:
Sentinel Crossword Newspapers

Can you find the answer within the clues given? Wordsearch by Beverly Hermandez http://homeschooljourneys.com

Sudoku

Can you complete the
grid, using each number
once horizontally,
vertically and in the 3x3
square?
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Sarah-Lee
Ward-Rogers: London

Donna Crowie, SAMS

Around the
World in 80
Saints

S

t Helenian Sarah-Lee is the daughter
of Antonia and Johnny Andrews of New
Ground.
Sarah-Lee departed St Helena to
pursue her dream of becoming a
qualified chef; after nine years of hard
work, SAMS caught up with Sarah-Lee
to see what she has been up to.

When and why did you depart St
Helena?

“I left St Helena in February 2009
to extend my education to become a
qualified chef.”

What have you achieved since
departing St Helena?

“Since leaving the island almost
nine years ago I have achieved so
much. I have grown as a person and
learnt a great deal of skill. I have
come a long way in my career, yet
still have so much more to learn.
From a commis chef leaving college,
learning the ropes in a real working
kitchen, to making my way up the
ladder to sous chef working with
2-Michelin-star chef Tom Aikens.
He was the youngest English chef
to achieve two Michelin stars by the
age of 26. This is most definitely
my biggest achievement within my
career so far. I’m currently working
in one of his four restaurants at St
Katherines Docks, Tower Hill in
London. Having a view of the lovely
boats and yachts at the docks makes
me feel more at home.”

When were you last on the
island?

“I was last on St Helena from
December 2016 to February 2017 after
being away for three years. Had the
best time being home for Christmas
with my family and friends. Then in
the New Year I got to marry George,
my love and best friend who proposed
to me three years previously in St
Helena.”

Do you plan to move back to St
Helena?

“I’d love to move back one day, not
sure when but is definitely a must.
Leave it to George, he would be back
now!”

Sarah-Lee and 2-Michelin-star Tom Aikens after a 13-hour shift. Photo provided by Sarah-Lee Ward-Rogers.

How do you feel about the
opening of the Airport?

“I have kept an eye on the
airport’s progress since it started.
It’s brilliant that it’s now up and
running, especially for medivacs.
Although I do feel the flight prices
are very expensive, which was kind
of expected. Hopefully one day I will
get to experience flying home with
my family.”

What have you been doing since
leaving the island?

“Beside working, I’ve enjoyed a
few summer holidays, meeting up
with family and friends who have
been to London on holiday over the
last few years. Always good to see
familiar faces. We have now started
a family of our own. Now seven
months pregnant, and can’t wait to
meet our little baby girl.”

What advice would you give
young St Helenians who might
be thinking of making a move
abroad?

“I don’t regret moving away from
home, but the only reason I moved at
the time was so I could study. At the

time, I was accepted on a scholarship
to go for training in Cape Town; but
I thought about what would I have
learned on returning back to the
island, as there weren’t many places
to keep the progress going. But
now there are a few new places, like
Bertrand’s Cottage and Mantis Hotel,
which is a huge stepping stone for
youngsters who want to learn. In the
long run, I am glad I did leave and
if anyone else is wishing to pursue
their dream, whatever it is, then go
for it.”

Do you have any messages for
family and friends?

“Thank you to my family and
friends who encouraged me over the
years. Especially at times when I felt
really homesick and wanted to come
back home. Couldn’t have done it
without your support. We would like
to send lots of love to ALL our family
and friends! Remembering this time
last year. Have a lovely Christmas
and all the best for 2018! Cant wait to
see you all again. Special hugs for my
mum, dad, Missy, Jamel and aunty
Jeanette and nanna Dot. Love and
miss you all so much! Xxx”
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St Helena Association Dance
The St. Helena Association (UK)

held its usual Christmas Dance at
the Royal British Legion, Tilehurst,
Reading on Saturday 25th November
2017.
The dance was a great success with
a record number attending. The
music was supplied by AllSaintz3,
who played for an Association dance
for the first time, filling in for our
regular DJ Phillip Thompson who
was on holiday.
As well as music and dancing we
had Santa’s grotto for the children
who received presents and a photo
with Santa on his sleigh. The Grotto
for the third year running was built
by Merrill and Ronnie BenjaminJoshua and their daughters Chloe and
Courtney. They do a brilliant job and
made Santa very happy!
The music from AllSaintz3 was
amazing - the venue with its big
beautiful dance floor and the lovely
Christmas decorations the British
Legion Staff provided - the cheap bar
prices - the wonderful people who
came and just enjoyed themselves
- all blended together into a great
night.
There was a surplus of over £1,000,
after paying all expenses - this will
be winging its way to St. Helena
in the next week or so to support
various charities on the Island.
A massive thank you goes to all who
came and supported the St Helena
Association, and to everyone who
helped to make it a very special night.

Trevor Toms, Contributed
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them up and encourage them to keep
going. They need to know their family values them, accepts them for who
they are, misses them when they are
not there and forgives them when,
like Sam Huddleston, they mess up.
The family is a unit that provides
support and unconditional love for
its members.

Thursday 7 December		
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing
St John

18

FAITH MATTERS
Father Dale Bowers

I

want to share with you some of
the resources that I use in our baptism preparation with parent regarding parenting by Nicky and Sila Lee.
Family is the first reference point of
who we are. The old saying, ‘Blood
is thicker than water,’ remains true
whether we have had a smooth or
bumpy ride through our upbringing.
All children will experience some
form of hardship in their lives. This
might be a disappointment or even
an unfair, unkind behaviour of someone else, especially if they have been
let down or treated as an outcast by
someone who they believe was their
friend.
In the same way they would also
have experienced some form of failure on their part. They would have
failed in some task or an exam or
even in how they behave which results in them letting themselves
down and their parents.
The following story is about a former prisoner Sam Huddleston who
explained how he was a very bad
teenager growing up. He used alcohol at a very young age and started
to drink very heavily. He even started
selling drugs to make a living rather than earning an honest living.
He says that throughout this time
he ignored his father’s advice and
‘God-talk’. Finally this style of living
would catch up with him. He along
with his cousin were trying to steal
some alcohol from a liquor store and
in their fight with the shopkeeper
his cousin stabbed the shopkeeper
resulting in the shopkeeper dying
sometime later from his injury. Sam
was arrested and was sentence to life
in prison.
The following is an extract by Nicky
and Sila Lee:
On his first day in prison his father
came to see him in the ‘visiting tank’.
He described what happened:
‘I picked up the phone. ‘Hello,
Dad.’ I looked down; I couldn’t look
at his face. ‘Sammy’, came the voice
through the receiver, ‘we’re in trouble, and I don’t know what we’re
gonna do. But we’re gonna make
it….’ He said a lot more, but I kept
hearing those first words. ‘We’re in
trouble…’ ‘We’ Dad and I. The family and I. Not Sam alone, no matter
how many times I‘d turned my back
on everything Dad stood for. I hope I
wasn’t going to cry.’
Nicky and Sila concluded from this
story that ‘Our children need to know
that, whatever happens, their family
will keep loving them and will pick

Sunday 10 Dec.
2Advent Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St John
7.00 p.m. Eucharist/Confirmation
St James
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 3 December Advent Sunday
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist St Mark
Tuesday 5 December
7.00 p.m.
Eucharist

St Mark

Sunday 10 Dec.
2Advent Sunday
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist St Mark
BAHA’I FAITH

www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

Sunday Services
3rd December
Sandy Bay Chapel
Head O'Wain Chapel
Jamestown Chapel

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
08.45 pm
10.45 pm
6.00 pm

Bible Studies
Tuesday 5th December
Jamestown Schoolroom
Thursday 7th December
Sandy Bay Chapel

7.00 pm
5.30 pm

THURSDAY EVENINGS
8pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Telephone 24342

“… man should know his own self,
and know those things which lead to
loftiness or to baseness, to shame or to
honour, to affluence or to poverty.”
Baha’u’llah

ALL ARE WELCOME

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul		
Sunday 3 December Advent Sunday
8.00 a.m.
Eucharist
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist Cathedral
3.30 p.m.
Eucharist
St Peter
Thursday 7 December
10.00 a.m. Eucharist

Arabia

Sunday 10 Nov.
2Advent Sunday
8.00 a.m.
Eucharist
Cathedral
9.30 a.m.
Eucharist
St Martin
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist St Helena
			
& The Cross
5.30 p.m. Choral Evensong Cathedral
The Parish of St James		
Sunday 3 December Advent Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist St James
3.30 p.m.
Eucharist
St Michael
Wednesday 6 December
7.30 a.m.
Eucharist

St James

Church Service
3rd December 2017 at Kingshurst
Community Centre at 11am.
2nd December 2017 BOOK SHOP
Open at ESH Unit 3, Longwood from
10.30am to 12.30

Cell Groups
6th December 2017 Cell group
Elaine and Anthony Hopkins Sapper
Way 7.30pm
6th December 2017 Sandy Bay
6.30pm Call Betty 24747 and
Priscilla 23249
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Opening Hours

Warmly invites you to join them for Christmas
Carols on the following dates and venues:
Saturday 2nd December – Open Air service on
the Bridge at 7.30pm.
Sunday 3rd December – Family service with
Carols at the Half Tree Hollow hall at 11am.
Monday 4th December – Carols at St Mark’s hall
Longwood at 7.30pm.
Wednesday 6th December – Carols at Sandy Bay
Community Centre at 7.30pm.
Sunday 10th December – Open Air carol service
at Rosemary Plain at 4pm.
Tuesday 12th December – Carols at St Michael’s
Church Rupert’s at 7.30pm.
Saturday 16th December – Bring & Share
Christmas Social 7.30pm at the Half Tree Hollow
hall.
Sunday 17th December – Ecumenical Carol
Service Grand Parade at 7.30pm.
Monday 25th December – Christmas Day service
at the Half Tree Hollow Hall at 10am.
Come on let’s celebrate. Jesus is the Reason for
the Season. Take care and God bless.

MONDAY to SATURDAY
10H00 until 14H00
18H00 until 21H00

WEEKLY SPECIAL

(30 November—06 December 2017)

A THREE COURSE MENU consisting of ...
STARTER

Buffalo Chicken
Wings
or

Shrimp Cocktail

MAIN

Cheddamelt Chicken
Schnitzel Meal
or

Grilled Beef Sirloin
Steak Meal

DESSERT

Sticky Toffee Pudding
or
Chocolate / Pineapple

for ONLY £ 13.00 per person!

Cake

If you would like to make a booking ...
Call telephone number 23116,
Email laundryroom@helanta.co.sh,
or just drop in at the Ladder Hill Business Park

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 30 November 2017

www.sams.sh

23

NOTICE BOARD
The Baptist church
Invites you, your family & friends to
a Special Family Guest Service
PLACE: HALF TREE HOLLOW 		
COMMUNITY CENTRE
DATE: SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER 2017
TIME: 3.00 PM
For the kind attention of Roman Catholics and
those associated with the Church on the Island
Please be informed that as of the First Sunday of Advent,
3rd December 2017, Holy Mass on Sundays will be regularly
celebrated at 10 in the morning in our church of the Sacred Heart
upper Market Street, Jamestown.
Please feel yourself invited by our long awaited Saviour, as this
marks the beginning of a new Church Year leading to the Christmas
Season.
Our Christmas-tide schedule of Services will be available in due
course.
For any further enquires, please call Father David at 22 535.
Thank you and God bless you!

Come along AND JOIN US FOR A
GREAT AFTERNOON OF WORSHIP
and FELLOWSHIP
Followed by fellowship tea
ALSO THERE WILL BE GUEST SINGERS
TO BRING YOU SOME GOOD GOSPEL
MUSIC!
SO WILL SEE YOU THERE !!!

24
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SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
POLICE CONSTABLE LEONARD
COLEMAN
A Service of Remembrance for Police Constable
Leonard Coleman will be held at St John’s Church,
Jamestown, on Saturday, 2 December 2017, at
10am.
Police Constable Lenny Coleman, aged just 21,
was killed in the line of duty on 2 December 1982,
having suffered a gunshot wound during the
course of a domestic incident.
Police Constable Coleman’s death had a
significant impact on the local community and on
the Police Service. This is still felt today. Members
of Lenny’s family still work within the Police
Directorate as do Police Officers who were on duty
on the night he died.
The public is welcome to attend this service at St
John’s Church on Saturday at 10am.

Invitation to Tender
The Saint Helena Government wishes to invite suitably
experienced service providers to submit tenders for the
following contractProvision of Invasive Plant Support Officer and Weed
Buster Services for the Darwin Plus Invasive Plant
Project
Copies of the tender document can be obtained from
Miss Tiffany Lawrence
Procurement Officer
Essex House
Jamestown
Telephone No: 22270 or email tiffany-lawrence@enrd.
gov.sh
If you require any further details, please contact the
Invasive Plant Specialist, Miss Ludi Kern, on telephone
number 24724 or email ludi.kern@enrd.gov.sh
Completed tenders should be placed in the Tender Box
at Essex House by 12noon on Friday, 15th December
2017.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is
not being advertised overseas.
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NOTICE BOARD
ST HELENA BOTC PASSPORT APPLICATIONS
The St Helena Immigration Office would like to inform all St Helena British Overseas Territories citizens of the
following change to the British Overseas Territories Citizen (BOTC) passports procedure:
With immediate effect, all BOTC passports will be printed by Her Majesty’s Passport Office in the United
Kingdom. This means that all British Overseas Territories citizens will hold a biometric passport that is in
line with the latest full British passport, and includes the highest level of internationally recognised security
standards.
The process for applying and receiving BOTC passports will remain the same, however because the passport
will be printed in the UK it will take longer for applicants to receive the passport on-Island. It is expected that
BOTC passports will be available within six to eight weeks of the application being despatched overseas.
Applicants are therefore advised that it is imperative they apply for their passport in good time prior to their
proposed travel date. Should a British Overseas Territories citizen require a passport that meets emergency travel
criteria, they can apply for a temporary passport which will be issued on-Island and will be valid for one year
only.
The new process in relation to BOTC St Helena Full Type passports is as follows:
Step 1
Applicants will need to complete a BOTC Passport application form and return it to the Immigration Office at
Ogborn House, together with all other relevant documentation. Application forms can be obtained from the
Immigration Office or the Customer Service Centre at the Post Office.
Step 2
Payment for the passport will need to be made to the Customer Service Centre, and a copy of the receipt of
payment will need to be produced to the Immigration Officials as proof of payment.
Step 3
The application will be sent to HM Passport Office where the passport will be processed and returned to the
Immigration Office on St Helena.
Step 4
The applicant will be informed when the passport is ready for collection from the Immigration Office.
The cost of a BOTC St Helena Full Type passport is:
Adult:
£60.00
Child (under 16 Years of age):
£30.00
The cost of the BOTC St Helena Temporary passport is £40.00 for both adults and children, and it should be
noted that this passport is valid for one year only.
For further information regarding passport issuing please contact the St Helena Immigration Office on tel:
22626 or email: fiyanna.henry@sainthelena.gov.sh

ST HELENA BADGE OF ARMS
St Helena Government has been made aware that a modified version of the St Helena Badge of Arms, or the
‘Heraldic Badge’ as it is also known, is being used on various souvenirs including replicas of the St Helena Flag.
Granted by the College of Arms in 1995, the St Helena Badge of Arms can be used on souvenirs, other products,
websites and for promoting St Helena generally. However it has become apparent over the years that the image of
the Wirebird on the Badge of Arms has become distorted through copying and re-designing.
Organisations or outlets that order St Helena flags or souvenirs independently are therefore reminded to be aware
of the correct Badge of Arms as shown below:

The preservation of the correct heraldic symbols is vital in preserving St Helena’s identity. All those who wish to
use the St Helena Badge for promotional or commercial use are encouraged to use the above version of the Badge
of Arms and to contact the SHG Press Office on tel: 22470 or via email: kerisha.stevens@sainthelena.gov.sh for a
high resolution copy.
SHG will be contacting the UK Flag Institute to ensure the correct version of the flag is made available on their
website.
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St Helena Commercial Fisherman’s Association (SHCFA)
Announces 2nd Round of Bids for Grant Funding

Earlier this year SHCFA was successful in obtaining Grant Funding from Enterprise St Helena to the
value of £50,000 to assist in improving the inshore fishery.
The Association was able to award grants of up to £7,500 to owners of inshore fishing vessels who
were members of their organisation, to enable them to refurbish inefficient engines and power
systems and to improve the quality of the fish being landed by improving the provision on insulated
holds.
The 1st Round of Bids saw the allocation of approximately £32,200 to qualifying members, with
£17,800 remaining for this second and final round of bidding. This funding can be applied for by
existing or new members of the Association, who have not exceeded their maximum allocation of
£7,500 or did not have the opportunity to apply during the first round.
It must be noted however, that all applicants will be expected to meet various criteria which includes
the commitment to commercially fish a minimum of 180 days per year. If interested, please contact
Julie Thomas, Fisherman’s Representative/Communications Officer or Christine Caswell, Treasurer
of the Association on 24001 or 23569 respectively to obtain further information or copies of the Grant
Policy and Application Form.
Bids will close on Friday, 15th December 2017, as all funds will need to be disbursed by 31st December
2017.
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Babcock International Group
BBC ATLANTIC RELAY STATION 		
Tel +247 66800
ENGLISH BAY 					
Fax: +247 66117
ASCENSION ISLAND
ASCN 1ZZ 					www.babcockinternational.com

Vacancy For Antenna Maintenance Supervisor (Re-advertised)
Babcock has a vacancy for a full-time Antenna Maintenance Supervisor.
The post holder will supervise and lead a team, that is primarily responsible for the Antenna
Maintenance of the Transmitting Station and other Rigging & Aerial maintenance related duties,
under BBC Atlantic Relay Station’s portfolio.
This post will be offered either on a single or accompanied status, fixed-term contract, depending on
personal circumstances and with bungalow accommodation.
Any offer of employment will be conditional on passing a medical examination. Candidates shortlisted for interview will be expected to pass a mast climbing test.
Essential Qualifications & Experience
• Comprehensive knowledge of safe working practices and safety procedures, particularly in
relation to Working at Heights and RF Hazards.
• Physically fit, able to pass a climbing medical and test.
• Category 1 climber.
• Consistent and developed experience as a Rigger with High Frequency broadcast
antennas.
• Knowledge and competency of working with specialist rigging tools and equipment. • Able to interpret
complex antenna and support structure drawings.
• Experience of corrosion control, paint systems and preparation of surfaces.
• Ability to communicate well, verbally and in writing with both internal and external
customers.
• Good organisational and time management skills.
• Strong self-motivation and the ability to work with a degree of autonomy and to use one’s
own initiative.
• Proven experience in fault-finding, rectification and repair of faults.
• IT Literate, particularly in use of Email, Microsoft Word and Excel at Intermediate Level.
• Willingness to work flexible hours, at short notice, when required.
• Manual Handling Training and other Statutory Safety Training specific to the role.
• Full Driving Licence.
Further Qualifications/Experience requirements are detailed in the Job Description.
Please contact the Administrative Officer on + 247 66800 (Extn 101) or email shelley.knipe@babcock.
co.ac for a Job Application Form, Job Description and for further information regarding the post.
Applications to be sent to:
			
Admin Officer
			
BBC Atlantic Relay Station
			English Bay
			
Ascension Island (or email shelley.knipe@babcock.co.ac )
Applications should be submitted on a Babcock job application form, and must be received by
Wednesday 13th December 2017.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
VACANCY – EXECUTIVE MANAGER
The Environment & Natural Resources Directorate is seeking to recruit a highly motivated individual to
head its Support Services team. The candidate should have a Post Graduate Diploma in Public Management
or equivalent and previous experience working in a senior management role to include management of
people, resources, strategic planning and managing change. The Executive Manager will be required to
provide effective management, leadership and direction for Support Services.
Salary for the post starts at Grade E1 (£14,138 per annum).
For further details regarding this post, interested persons should contact Mr Derek Henry, Director on
telephone number 22270 (e-mail derek-henry@enrd.gov.sh).
Application forms and a job profile are available from Essex House, Jamestown. Application forms should
be completed and submitted to Miss Karen Thomas, Human Resources Manager or email karen- thomas@
enrd.gov.sh by no later than Wednesday 6th December 2017.
All appointments are subject to the successful candidate providing satisfactory clearances, including a
medical check and vetting/DBS clearance. SHG reserves the right to have information provided on the
application form independently verified.
SHG positively accepts applications from all members of the community regardless of race, gender,
disability, age, sexual orientation, religion or belief, and will consider all applications on the basis of merit,
in accordance with the person specification. All disabled applicants meeting the minimum criteria listed in
the job profile will be guaranteed an interview.
Derek Henry
Director of Environment and Natural Resources Division
21 November 2017
Environment & Natural Resources Directorate, Essex House, St Helena Government, Island of St Helena,
South Atlantic Ocean, STHL 1ZZ
www.sainthelena.gov.sh
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PUBLIC NOTICE
DISPOSAL OF SHG VEHICLES/EQUIPMENT
The Transport Section of the Environment & Natural Resources Directorate wishes
to dispose of the following items vehicles/equipment by public tender:

VEHICLE TYPE

Kabota M130X Tractor
Marston 8 Ton Tipper Trailer
Ford Transit Pick-up (drop-sides)
LDV Maxus Bus
LDV Maxus Bus

FORMERLY
REGISTERED

117
118
178
78
79

VEHICLE TYPE

Land Rover Defender 90 Pick-up
Vauxhall Brava Van
Liebherr Tracked Loader
Layland DAF 55 Truck
Dual Axle Trailer

FORMERLY
REGISTERED

73
287
11
56
217

These vehicles/items will be sold on an “as is” basis; viewing will be at the Garage
Complex, Donkey Plain on Saturday 2nd December 2017, between the hours of 11am
and 2pm and also on Wednesday 6th December 2017 between 1.30 pm to 3.30pm.
Tender forms will be available on the days of viewing. Persons wishing to view SHG
11 (Liebherr Tracked Loader) must make arrangements with the Garage Manager,
Mr. Theodore Fowler by contacting him on 23065 during normal working hours.
All tenders must be submitted in a plain sealed envelope marked Tender Reference
SHG Vehicles/Items and placed in the Tender Box, at Essex House by no later than
4pm on Friday 8th December 2017.

Nicholas George							21st November 2017
Senior Transport Manager		
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REQUEST FOR QUOTATION
10 NEW FORD VEHICLES

Reference: ENRD-0022-SHG
St Helena Government is seeking quotations for 10
new Ford vehicles.
Full documentation and the specifications can be
found on the St Helena e- Procurement system which
can be accessed via: https://in- tendhost.co.uk/
sainthelena following registration on the system.
User guides are available via the ‘Supplier
Information’ tab to assist prospective suppliers
registering on the e-Procurement system.
Any questions in the interim should be addressed
to the Procurement Office for the attention of
Procurement Officer, Christy Joshua.
E-mail: christy.joshua@sainthelena.gov.sh
The deadline for submisisons is 17.00 GMT on
Friday, 22 December 2017.
SHG
22 November 2017

Invitation
to Tender
The Saint Helena Government wishes to invite
suitably experienced contractors to submit tenders
for the following contractInternal Refurbishment of No.8 Harris Flats
Copies of the tender document can be obtained from
Miss Tiffany Lawrence
Procurement Officer
Essex House, Jamestown
Telephone No: 22270
or email tiffany-lawrence@enrd.gov.sh
A site visit to view the works will take place on
Wednesday, 29 November 2017, at 10am, meeting at
Harris Flats, Jamestown.
If you require any further details, please contact the
Assistant Buildings Manager, Mr Theron Henry, on
telephone number 22270 or email theron-henry@
enrd.gov.sh .
Completed tenders should be placed in the Tender
Box at Essex House by 12noon on Wednesday, 06
December 2017.
Tenders submitted must include a breakdown of all
costs associated with the contract.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity
is not being advertised overseas.

Road closure
spring gut to rosemary plain

The Highways Authority has given approval for
the road to be closed from Spring Gut to Rosemary
Plain, from 9am to 2pm on Tuesday, 5 December
2017.
This is to enable the Roads Section to remove a
thorn tree root from the centre of the road.
Diversion signs will be in place, and as normal,
only Emergency Services will be granted access.
The Roads Section would like to apologise for
any inconvenience caused, and would like to
thank the public in advance for their continued
understanding and cooperation.
#StHelena #RoadsSection #RoadClosure
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt

SHG
29 November 2017

The Housing Division of
ENRD in partnership with the
Public Health Directorate is
urgently seeking 3 bedroom
private accommodation to
rent, preferably in the Alarm
Forest, Sea View, Briars,
Jamestown, Ladder Hill, St
Paul’s or HTH areas.
Please contact the Housing
Officer, Tracy Thomas on
telephone 22270 or email
tracy-thomas@enrd.gov.sh
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NOTICES/ YOUR LETTERS
Dear Editor
Discussions on the Liberated
African Remains seem to have died
down recently with no conclusion
of which I am aware. My filing on
computer is pretty bad as I never
learnt how to file from the start, but
I recently came across the following
decision:-

March 1985
A Commission into the
Building of the Power
Station
at
Ruperts
recommended that all

bones found during the
excavation be reinterred
on a nearby site which
should be walled and a
memorial erected to the
memory of the “Liberated
Slaves.”
Again, like now, nothing happened
for the following 12 years until
Bishop John Ruston, in 1997, decided
to do something about it himself and,
although not in Rupert’s as planned,
held a simple reburial service for
these Remains near the Cathedral.

32 years ago a decision was made
to rebury these first Remains, but
it took 12 years for something to
happen and someone with authority
to take the initiative and carry out
the islanders’ wish.
A questionnaire after the unearthing
of the more recent Remains found
while making the road to the airport
in 2007-08 indicated that islanders
also wished for reburial of these. 10
years have passed since then. Why
is it taking so long to carry out a
decision already made by islanders?
Yours sincerely
Barbara B. George
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Moira Roberts and Sharon Morris
are the daughter and granddaughter
of Lance Corporal Brinley John James,
who was on St Helena from 1939-42.
Corporal James had several pictures
in his possession, and Moira and
Sharon brought the below photograph
into the St Helena Museum during
their visit to the island last week.

It’s unclear whether the Corporal
took the pictures, but some of them
are unique and interesting. The
below is of the St Helena Rifles, a
local militia/volunteer regiment
made up of Saints.
If anyone can identify any of the
soldiers, please call 22727 or email
news@sams.sh.

NOTICES/OPINION

SENTINEL
COMMENT
Donna Crowie, SAMS

Oh my Word!
In 25 days it’s going to be
Christmas Day, how scary is that?
It seems like we were just saying
happy 2017, or happy Valentine’s
Day and happy Halloween, and
now it’s almost time to say Merry
Christmas.
The shops are nicely decorated
with bright and colourful Christmas
decorations and lights, the shelves
are stocked with sweet and savoury
goodies, perfume sets and loads of
toys.
You can see Christmas has arrived,
as we don’t always see tins of
festive sweets on the shelves until
November of each year, and even
the amount of toys and goods for
the children is increased.
Soon we will be seeing loads
of Christmas events happening,
starting from tomorrow with the
Market Sale followed by the New
Horizon’s Christmas Bazaar, just to
name a few of many.
Schools are getting ready for
their Advent Services and other
Christmas activities.
I bet within the household you
too are putting up decorations and
the lights, washing down the walls
and repainting, and not forgetting
cleaning
windows.
I
think
Christmas is the only time we don’t
moan about doing all the cleaning
and extra chores.
It’s always something to look
forward to, Christmas, for all the
family, parties and spending time
with family, friends and loved ones
– and not to forget the abundance
of food.
I bet with the Airport open there
might be people thinking, ‘should
I go to St Helena for Christmas?
Saints will make sure you have a
lovely Christmas.’
This is my last comment for 2017,
before Christmas is upon us, so I
would like to take the opportunity
to wish each and every one of you a
very Merry Christmas and a happy
and healthy new year in 2018.
South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens,
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

From the archive of: Lance Corporal Brinley John James, Royal Engineers
Service number:
1866737 			
Arrived:
Left:
9th December 1941			
Arrived back in UK:
There is a letter in the UK addressed to him at Munden’s Point

1st September 1939
19th January 1942

This is to advise the public there will be a Memorial Service for
Police Constable Lenard Coleman at St John’s Church on Saturday
2nd December 2017 at 10am.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE: all second-hand and
attempting to avoid the tip/landfill.
1. Cane suite 9 years old bought for
£ 695. comprising sofa and 2 easy
chairs. Upholstery slightly stained
in places from dampish foam;
otherwise in good condition.
Make an offer.
Ela Fay Iona Bowers
22 July 1938 – 23 October 2017
Daughters Trudi, Catherine, Glenda, Sheila, brother Ivan, sister
Wendy, sons-in-law, grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephew on St Helena and overseas would like to say a
big ‘thank you’ to family and friends who attended the cremation
service on 10 November 2017 at 1pm at the South Oxfordshire
Crematorium, conducted by the Reverend Hedley Feast.
They would also like to thank those family members, work
colleagues and friends who attended the memorial service held at
St Matthew’s Church, Hutts Gate, with special thanks to Father Dale
for conducting the service, Lay Minister Mr Bobby Crowie and Mrs
Pat Musk the organist.
Thank you to all those who so kindly sent messages of sympathy and
helped in any other way. Your thoughts were greatly appreciated.
Ela Fay Iona: our mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, sister,
aunt, cousin, work colleague and friend is fondly remembered and
sorely missed.

2. Electolux domestic vacuum
cleaner…cylinder type with various
attachments. No manual or spare
bags.
Make an offer.
3. Double size bed-base, fitting
mattress and headboard Burgundy
in colour bought 9 years ago, all in
very good condition original price
in total £478.
Make an offer.
4. Single size mattress – make an
offer.
5. Green felt-top card table – make
an offer.
All purchases involve purchaser’s
self-removal and transport.
If needed, call to view. Highest offer
claims sale. All offers close by 9th
December.
Father David
Catholic Church
22535

May she rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.

FREE CHRISTMAS MESSAGES
Send your Christmas greetings

to your family and friends this
Christmas with The Sentinel.
Send them to news@sams.sh by
no later than 4pm on Monday
18th December.
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SPORTS ARENA
Greetings from the Jamestown Rifle Club

S

hooting Arrows: On Tuesday 28
November 2017 five young members
from the Jamestown Girl Guides gave
it their best effort and enthusiasm
practicing archery at the Jamestown
rifle club. Teaching them some of the
basic holds, body positions, stance,
draw weight and arrow release were
the key elements. They grasp onto
the demonstration well but the draw
weight of the bows were a challenged
for them and it was pleasing to see
their active persistence. Before
finishing, a tasked were set with
ten arrows to measure their aim on
focusing for the best score, with 25
points Aliyah in second place and top
of the leader board standing on the
podium receiving her reward were
Brooke with 32 points, an exciting
and enjoyable afternoon with good
determination by these young
people. Thanks to their leaders June
and Nicole for their leadership in
guiding, I trust their practicing will
continue.
Small-bore rifle shooting training
on Thursday with Murray Henry
were rewarding after changing to
an adjustable butt plate and making

various adjustments for better
comfort and stability given him more
confidence and a better hold. Murray
maintains a solid position showing
his contentment and improvement
shining through. Our competition for
Tuesday 28th Nov 17 were cancelled
due to the low number of entries and
member having other engagements,
however eleven members turned up
and were happy to practice, most of
the scores were in the competition
scoring zone to define a winner,
sadly for them it didn’t happened, as
for one or two some hideous excuses
were given which add a flavour to the
nights event. Top place for the lady
and gents, Deirdre Maggott 98.3,
Murray 91.2, Colin Knipe 95.1, Pat H
98.5 and Patrick Young 99.6 & 100.7
In the beginners group were
Ayla Phillips with 91 and Frankie
McKinney 98.6 well done guys for
making it another fun and enjoyable
night, hopefully our competition
will take place next week, so until
then whatever you do always do
your very best, if not for others do
it for yourselves. Have a wonderful
weekend.

Golf Report
weekending 26
November 2017
Tony Green, Contributed

J

effrey Stevens won the Turkey
and Ham competition last Sunday
carding a net par round of 68. In
second place also on net 68 but
losing on a count back was Bramwell
Lumukwana. Bramwell playing in
only his second tournament with
a handicap of 18 was also the only
Two Ball Pool winner scoring a
‘two’ on the 16th hole. . Seventeen
players played in this competition
sponsored by the St Helena Golf
Club. Four players Anne George, Ray
Yon, Pat Henry and Peter Johnson
narrowly lost out all scoring a net
69. Congratulations to all. Next
Sunday will be the Monthly Medal
sponsored by Helena and Jeffrey
Stevens. Their kind sponsorship
of Turkey and Ham prizes for next
weekend was agreed some weeks
ago so they are already half way
there. A sign-up sheet is on the
Club Notice Board or members
can leave their names on the Club
telephone Message Service 24421.
List closes 4 pm Friday.

