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SMASHED RACE RECORD
Banjo Soars to Line Honours Again
Richard Wallis, SAMS

over the finish line in the dead of night with just a few
members of the press and race officials there to witness
their record breaking time.
arly on the morning of Tuesday 6 January the first Banjo, skippered by Kevin Webb, with crew Sarel van
of the yachts in the 2014 Governor’s Cup Yacht Race der Merwe and Brad Stemmett, made the fastest time
arrived at St Helena. Banjo, a 31ft trimaran, cruised from Simon’s Town, South
continued on page 4
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

RMS funnel float amazes crowd

Night Parade Huge Success
Festival of Lights 2014
Richard Wallis, SAMS

T

he lead-up to Christmas on St Helena
would not be the same if it did not include
probably the biggest and most popular parade
of the calendar. The 2014 Festival of Lights
was held on Monday 22 December with hundreds in attendance.
As usual the effort that had been made by Pilling Primary for the parade was greatly appreciated by the crowd. The parade was only the
fourth running of the popular event organised
by Pilling Primary School Head Teacher with
the Parent Teachers Association and the Police.
The popularity of the parade will only have

Spectators enjoying the show of lights

grown this year as more floats were entered by
the public and parents to go with Pilling’s two
floats. The floats started in Upper Jamestown
and made their way to Grand Parade where
there was dancing and singing to round the evening off.
Pilling Primary School teacher, Sandra George,
thought it was amazing to see the effort put into
the beautiful floats and costumes. Ms George
said, “the parade was bigger and better this year,
it was fantastic.” Pilling School has already
started to plan the 2015 Festival of Lights.
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Christmas Comes to Jamestown Library
Santa Visits Early
Richard Wallis, SAMS

A
s the holiday season arrived and the children of the island enjoyed the break from
school, the public library offered them a way
to while the day away. Librarian Jill Young
opened the library doors on Thursday 18 December and with help from volunteers laid
on entertainment in the form of activities and
crafts for the children.
Those who attended were in for a treat when a
very special guest made an appearance. Santa
Claus took a break from the work that he was
doing in preparation for Christmas and visited
the children as they focused on their activities
and crafts.
Santa in his bright-red suit struggled with the
heat of the day on St Helena but told The Sentinel that the children had, “all been good.”

Christmas Eve Parade
Popular Festive Tradition Lives on in Jamestown
Liam Yon, SAMS

A
lthough playing second fiddle to the spectacular Festival of Lights Parade, the annual
Christmas Eve parade seemed to be thoroughly enjoyed by spectators that had gathered in
Jamestown on 24 December 2014.

Jamestown full with festive spirit

The parade started at midday with lots of
Santas, Christmas trees, elves and even a giant Christmas present riding around the island spreading seasonal cheer to all the senior
homes and vulnerable persons facilities in all
districts.
Once the round-the-island trip was complete
the parade was joined by more floats and
Christmas characters, including a giant carrot, to bring
the festive spirit to
Jamestown.
The parade proceeded from the General
Hospital all the way
down to the seaside
area before splitting
up to enjoy Christmas Eve with family
and friends.
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SENTINEL SMASHED RACE RECORD
COMMENT Banjo Soars to Line Honours Again
Julie Fowler, SAMS

Richard Wallis, SAMS

Lights, laughter, food and family was what
wrapped my Christmas and New Year up in
one big present. Everyone I asked if they
had a good Xmas commented with “yes, a
quiet and relax one” I think everyone looks
forward to the break from work and have
quality time with their families.
The efforts of all those who organised and
took part in the holiday events were noticeable. There were occasions whereby I was
brought to tears, school performances, festival of lights, weddings and much more. I am
sure St Helena will not lose the truly unique
‘Saint’ way of ensuring the whole island enjoys the festive season and celebrate the birth
of Jesus.
In my opinion the Festival Of Lights should
be wrapped up with the Christmas Eve Parade, that would be awesome, and make it
one big blast, it was the most talked about
event on the Island. Christmas Eve seemed a
bit quieter to the last few years.

continued from front page

I spent New Year’s Eve at Sandy Bay community centre, which was very different to
the Town bars where I am usually on this occasion. However I could not take my eyes of
how the dance floor was empty and then as
soon as the two man band (Barry Vanguard
and Neil Joshua) struck a chord the floor was
smothered with elegant and old time dancers, they really knew how to move, both
young and old, everyone looked so glamorous. I was enjoying myself just watching
how the dancers glided around the floor, the
atmosphere was wonderful. At midnight it
showered balloons and sounds of party poppers filled the room, it was a different but an
enjoyable evening.
It’s out with the old year and in with the new,
we are just months away from the Airport
opening, so exciting times are ahead for St
Helena.
Well done to the winning yacht Banjo, we
welcome all sailors and lets hope they all
have a splendid stay here on the island, and
thanks to Julie George who keeps SAMS updated with the event.
I take this time to say goodbye to all the holiday makers, don’t stay away too long, who
knows the next time you return, you will be
flying in at Properous Bay.
I would also like to welcome Kerisha Francis
to our SAMS team, hope you enjoy your new
adventure.
Have a healthy, happy and memorable 2015
everyone!

Africa to St Helena. They began on Saturday
27 December eventually arriving Tuesday at
1.53am after 9 days 13 hours and 36 seconds
at sea. Skipper and crew have set the record
and have the honour of passing
over the line first but they will
not collect the coveted Governor’s Cup as their yacht is not
in the racing class.
The Governor’s Cup will be given to one of
the yachts that fall into the premier racing
class; however this will be the second time in
a row that Banjo has claimed Line Honours.

The race started in Simon’s Town with an explosive start when the high winds gusting at
40kts allowed the competitors to push from
the start. It was thought that Banjo may have
arrived earlier but the strong winds faded,
slowing the yachts in the later stages of the
race.
Banjo is the first of 17 yachts that set off from
Simon’s Town to St Helena and
has made the best of the winds
available. Race Official, Bram
Weller told SAMS Radio 1 that
the drop in wind had made it
necessary to extend the cut-off time for completing the race. Initially the cut-off time was
to be midday on 10 January but that has now
been changed to midday Tuesday 13 January.

Skipper, Kevin Webb, with crew
members, Sarel van der Merwe
and Brad Stemmett enjoying
champagne moments after
crossing the finishing line

The winners for the Scout Xmas Bonanza Jackpot were:
1st
- £100
-Moyce
Longwood road
474
2nd
- £50
-Jodie c/o Barbara Osborne
723
3rd
- £50
-Larry Francis
Tel:24100
1029
4th
- £25
-Luke Bowers
Tel: 22663
740
5th
- £25
-Patchie Peters
Ladder Hill
549
6th
- £25
-Eileen Hudson
Half Tree Hollow
567
7th
- £25
-Sandra Peters
No. 15 Piccolo Hill
636
8th
- £25
-Fred Yon
Red Hill
715
9th
- £25
-David Owen
Tel: 24553
804
10th
- £25
-Liam George
588
11th
- £25
-Sarah Thomas
Longwood
200
The 1st Jamestown Group Scout Council would like to take this opportunity to thank
the public for their support for the past year and send best wishes for the Festive Season
and the New Year to everyone. The monthly jackpot will resume in February 2015

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,The Media Centre, Castle Gardens, Jamestown,
St Helena, South Atlantic Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh
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YOUR LETTERS
Dear Editor,
As most people probably know, just before
Christmas Catherine and I bought "Frith's" in
Napoleon Street. It was owned by the Hopkins
family since the 1920s but apart from that we
know little of its history. If any of your readers can fill in any details, please could you ask
them to contact me at the Moonbeams Shop or
by email to john@burghhouse.com
We're particularly keen to know why the house
is called "Frith's". Who was Frith and what
did he or she do?
Many thanks,
John Turner
Dear Editor,
After reading last week’s Sentinel, in particular
the article: ‘Major Incident Exercise’, several
thoughts occurred to me regarding sport on St
Helena. Across the two media outlets, I often
see images of footballers wearing all kinds
of jewellery, ie: ear studs, chains, necklaces,
wristbands and rings. Firstly, a player wearing
jewellery not only contravenes FIFA’s Laws of
the Game: Law 4 - The Players’ Equipment,
but also poses a greater risk of danger to him/
herself, their teammates and opponents. I understand this point is elementary, one most
people will know, though few seem to comprehend the magnitude of all possible scenarios
that tangled, caught, ripped and damaged, jewellery can do. Secondly, I frequently see action
shots of footballers making a tackle that could
be deemed illegal - I fully accept, what the image does not tell me is whether a card has been
issued or not.
I wish to make this point as I have witnessed
two horrific challenges during my time refereeing. One gentleman sustained multiple
fractures of the leg, while the other had their
ankle obliterated from awful tackles. Luckily,
one player was able to return to football, the
other not so fortunate - I’m sure some of you
will either have first hand experience of this or
know someone who has. Therefore, you will
know the impact of the tackle is felt away from
the field of play, for instance the homes and
families of the injured. In this case, both men,
being tradesmen, were unable to make a living
due to their temporary disability and lengthy
recovery. Aside from the many dangers involved with football, the fatality of Australian
cricketer, Phillip Hughes, highlighted the vulnerability and fragility of the sporting body.
Therefore, I was bemused to see images in last
week’s paper showing batsman and wicket
keepers not wearing helmets. Again, the image does not tell me if the batsman was receiving a delivery from a fast or spin bowler, if
it was the latter, I accept a helmet might not
be needed (I do understand a player cannot be
forced to wear a helmet).
However, regardless of the sport, I wondered
what protocol there was to guide the appropriate sporting officials, players or personnel
when responding to an incident that poses a
threat to a player/players’ life or safety? Please
do not see this as an attempt to scaremonger,
or wish ill of anyone; sometimes it is so easy

forget the dangers that come with playing
sport. Unfortunately sport creates a false sense
of security, in that we think we’re invincible
and unbreakable, but the body itself is only
so strong. As far as I’m aware sport is still an
unpaid pastime on St Helena, so without the
financial security or insurance cover from a
professional contract, why take unnecessary
risks when your livelihood depends on you far
beyond the field of play?
Regards
Sam Leo
Dear Editor,
My Sister and I where looking at some film
that my dad had done in the late 60’s earlier
70’s and we have some footage of St Helena.
I was just curious if anyone there would remember my Grandparents their names where
Nancy and Gerald Blower and my parents
names where Vivienne and Victor Grout. My
Grandparents build a house and lived on the
island for a where, they had a house not far
from the school. My parents also brought land,
I don’t think they lived to long on the island as
My grans health was not good and they moved
to South Africa. My sister also attended the
school there, her name is Marlaine Nadine Andersen (nee Grout) and I am Michelle Vicki
Steyn (nee Grout).
I am just interested to Know if anyone can remember my Grandparents or Parents. I know
my folks loved that island and who knows
maybe one day I will visit, when the airport
arrives!
Thank you, Michelle Steyn
Dear Editor,
We write in response to the Sentinel article,
sensationally entitled “Solomons Cover Up”;
published in the last edition of 2014.
We would clarify that there was no cover up,
nor attempts to cover up, the fact that a fuel
leak occurred at Ruperts Valley in August of
this year. News of the fuel leak at Ruperts Valley was publicised at the time, and has been in
the public domain for some time. Both local
newspapers included articles on the fuel leak
in August 2014 and a press release was issued
by the St Helena Government (SHG) on 21
August 2014.
It is unknown why the Sentinel should seek to
sensationalise the matter at the precise time it
did – on 18 December 2014 - some 4 months
after the event occurred.
For the benefit of bringing some balance to the
Sentinel’s representation of the way Solomons
has operated in relation to the fuel leak at Ruperts, the facts are as follows:
There was no cover up by Solomons of the
fuel leak in Ruperts Valley. The statement by
the Sentinel that “it has emerged that Solomon
and Company did not inform SHG of the fuel
leak at Ruperts Valley in August and that it
was 14 days after the leak was first discovered
that ENRD found out”, is incorrect.
After the departure of the fuel tanker, during
the usual verification of fuel receipt processes,
it was discovered by Solomons BFI (Bulk Fuel

Installation) management that there was a difference in petrol volume received to records.
This would only have been noticeable at the
receipt tank at the Beach Site as this tank is
only used once a quarter when the tanker arrives to replenish fuel stocks. There could
have been a number of causes for this difference (e.g. fuel data entry errors with ‘before
and after’ dip readings, accounting errors,
natural variances in temperature affecting fuel
volumes, settling of fuels after agitation from
the transfer process, drain down not occurring
after the fuel receipt process with fuel remaining in the line, possible pilferage, or physical
loss through a fuel leak).
The cause of the fuel discrepancy was explored by the BFI management during the two
week period between the departure of the fuel
tanker on 6 August 2014 and the discovery of
the fuel leak on 20 August 2014.
The investigation of the fuel discrepancy was
done through a process of elimination, starting with the least costly and simplest to eliminate e.g. data or accounting error and checking of security processes; to allowing the fuel
to settle for a period of days to eliminate air
locks and trapped air under the cat and mouse
system; to undertaking pressure testing of the
petrol receipt line and finally opting to take the
most costly and most disruptive to operations
– the excavation of the underground line, to
physically expose and check the line for a leak.
Following the above, it was concluded on 20
August 2014 that a fuel leak had occurred.
We do not believe it unreasonable that it took a
period of two weeks to work through and eliminate the possible causes for the discrepancy in
fuel volumes received.
Immediately, the fuel leak was discovered
and SHG (Assistant Financial Secretary, Dax
Richards) advised, the Highway Authority
Committee Chairman, Councillor Tony Duncan was contacted for permission for area to be
cordoned off to the public. Excavation works
to reveal the pipeline, to allow assessment, to
repair the damaged pipeline and to remove
the contaminated soil was undertaken, led by
Solomons as the BFI managers.
The Assistant Financial Secretary, Dax Richards, is the BFI Authorised Representative in
SHG and the sole SHG point of contact for
Solomons for all matters in relation to the BFI
Management Contract, which Solomons has
with SHG. The Assistant Financial Secretary,
Dax Richards was advised of the discovery of
a suspected fuel leak by telephone directly by
Solomons CEO, Mandy Peters, at 0940 hrs on
Wednesday, 20 August 2014, following notification by the BFI Manager to Solomons CEO
at 0905 hrs the same day.
A site meeting at Ruperts Valley was set up on
the same day, 20 August 2014 by Solomons,
with personnel from ENRD, SHG, Police, Fire
Service, Air Access and Halcrow to discuss
and agree the excavation of the pipeline to
reveal the full extent of the leak and to agree
any environmental and pipeline repair actions,
whilst also considering the impact of any disruption of the area, to the airport project.
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It is unknown who the Sentinel article is referring to, as an “SHG spokesperson”, as the
person is not named in the article. It could be
presumed that this SHG spokesperson was not
privy to all of the facts or that information provided was not complete, as the quotation that
the fuel leak (and/or the corroded piping) was
“first noticed when the tanker was in and less
fuel arrived at the depot than was expected” is
also incorrect.
A collaborative effort between BFI Management in Solomons, SHG, private contractors
and Basil Read addressed the leak. This also
included the offshore procurement of the necessary pipeline and fittings. With a high level
of collaboration between Solomons, SHG, the
RMS St Helena and contractor AMD Engineering’s suppliers in Cape Town; the equipment was identified, procured and brought into
St Helena, enabling the repair to be undertaken
in the shortest time possible.
It took a period of 19 days (including weekends) from the time the fuel leak was discovered (20 August 2014), to the time the area
was approved safe for use once again (8 September 2014).
Whilst the fuel leak was attributed to “badly
corroded and old piping” as reported by the
Sentinel article, this fact could not have been
known until the underground pipeline was
excavated (20 August 2014), to investigate
whether a fuel leak could have caused the variance in petrol volume.
The subterranean pipeline to the BFI was
originally laid in the late 1980’s. Following
excavation of the line it was discovered that
corrosion had occurred in the welded joints
where support saddles had been attached to
support the pipeline in a protective sleeve.
There have been considerable changes in the

use of Ruperts Valley since the original BFI
and associated pipelines were installed and
we believe it is plausible that the underground
pipeline deteriorated over time. A new BFI
facility has since been built and will soon be
commissioned for use.
Action taken by Solomons was as a result of
a collaborative approach between Solomons,
ENRD, Fire & Police Services, Basil Read and
Halcrow and was fully authorised by SHG.
SHG has not been “kept in the dark” on any
issue in relation to the fuel leak in Ruperts Valley. There was continuous dialogue between
SHG and Solomons during the incident. An
Incident Report, with full details on the matter, was provided to SHG by Solomons.
Author of the Sentinel article, August Graham,
did make contact with Solomons in the weeks
before the publication of the Sentinel article,
to request information; although not specifically with me and also not specifically in relation to whether there had been a delay between
the discovery of the leak and the notification
of the authorities. Due to the historic nature
of the incident and the fact that the issue had
already been covered by the media and the St
Helena Government press releases of the time,
a response to the requests was delayed, in light
of other higher priorities taking precedence
during the time.
Had Journalist August Graham specifically
asked Solomons whether there was a delay
between the discovery of the fuel leak and the
notification of this to SHG, he could have been
advised of the above facts. Solomons was not
asked to “comment on whether there had been
a delay between the discovery of the leak and
the time at which the authorities were notified”
by the Sentinel – this is also incorrect.
We hope the above provides balance in re-

sponse to some of the allegations of the Sentinel article of 18 December 2014, addresses
the inaccuracies in the Sentinel reporting of
this issue and in particular, provides assurance
to readers, that there has been no “Solomons
Cover Up” in relation to the fuel leak at Ruperts Valley.
Should any member of the public have concerns in relation to this or any other issue in
connection with the operations of Solomon &
Company (St Helena) Plc, please do feel free
to contact me on telephone number 22380 or
email ceo@solomons.co.sh.
Yours sincerely
Mandy G Peters
Chief Executive Officer
Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc
Dear Editor,
I understand that Solomon & Company has
submitted a letter for publication in this week’s
Sentinel regarding reporting of the recent fuel
leak in Rupert’s. In addition to this letter, and
as Solomon’s BFI Authorised Representative,
I would like to add that Solomons did not keep
SHG in the dark about details of the fuel leak.
In fact, Solomons verbally informed me (in
my above role) as soon as the leak was discovered, following which we subsequently
received a full incident report.
It is also unfortunate that a negative view of
the working relationship we have with Solomons was inferred by the paper, as counter to
this, we enjoy a strong working relationship
with the company - as evidenced by the joint
working between SHG, Solomons and others
when the leak was discovered.
Dax Richards,
Assistant Financial Secretary, SHG

ST HELENA MAGISTRATES’ COURT REPORT
11TH DECEMBER 2014
TERRY ELLICK (28) of Deadwood pleaded guilty to assault. In view of the domestic
and therefore serious nature of the charge,
sentence was adjourned for a Pre-Sentence
Report.
MARTIN JOHN GREEN (48) of Half
Tree Hollow was previously found, without
a reasonable excuse, to have failed to attend
for community service. Sentence was adjourned for a Supplementary Pre-Sentence
Report to assess Mr Green’s ability to complete the order.
PHILIP GEORGE ISAAC (36) of China
Lane, Jamestown pleaded guilty to assault,
criminal damage and assaulting of a police
officer. In view of the domestic and therefore serious nature of the assault charge and
further the serious nature of the charge of
assaulting a police officer, sentence was adjourned for a Pre-Sentence Report.

COLIN ROY JOHN (45) of New Bridge
failed to appear at Court in answer to his police bail. A warrant was granted for the arrest
of Mr John.
CHRISTOPHER ROBERT TRUEBODY
(41) of Main Street, Jamestown pleaded guilty
to battery and criminal damage. In view of the
domestic and therefore serious nature of the
battery charge, sentence was adjourned for a
Pre-Sentence Report.
CARLYN CHRISTOPHER WILLIAM
YON (28) of Half Tree Hollow pleaded guilty
to failing to provide both legally required
specimens of breath for analysis. Mr Yon did
however provide one specimen of breath indicating that he was 32% over the prescribed
limit. In the particular circumstances of this
case the Court was prepared to sentence Mr
Yon on the basis of the one sample which he
had provided. Mr Yon was therefore fined
£160.00 with costs of £15.00 and disqualified
from driving for the period of 12 months.

18TH DECEMBER 2014
NICO KEATON BENJAMIN (19) of Half
Tree Hollow pleaded guilty to racially aggravated assault and obstructing a drugs search.
Sentencing was adjourned for a Pre-Sentence
Report.
ANTHONY MARK CROWIE (25) of Half
Tree Hollow pleaded guilty to being drunk
and disorderly in a public place. Mr Crowie
was fined £66.00 with costs of £15.00.
ALAN WILLIAM JOSHUA (47) of Half
Tree Hollow pleaded guilty to driving while
90% over the prescribed alcohol limit. Mr
Joshua was fined £400.00 with costs of
£15.00 and disqualified from driving for the
extended period of 15 months.
JASON MARC PETERS (25) of Crack
Plain pleaded guilty to being drunk in a public place. Mr Peters was fined £27.00 with
costs of £15.00.

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 08 January 2015

www.sams.sh

7

NOTICE BOARD

The IVYLETTS Present

Their 40th Anniversary Pantomime

Friday 9th Jan. 2015
Saturday 10th Jan. 2015
Prince Andrew School @7pm
Tickets £3 under 12s £1.50
Available from the Arts & Crafts
and Longwood Stores
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OPINION

Peeker
A tribute to St.Helena’s own Astronomer Real

By Stuart Moors

The Green Flash
In memory of my good friend Stedson George, who passed away on 21st December 2014
ing quite pronounced – so much so that when
we think we are seeing the sun about to set,
in reality it already has set. Important to note
at this point is the fact that the white light of
the sun is made up of all of the colours of the
spectrum, and different colours get bent by
different amounts. It is this effect that creates
rainbows. So, without another element of the
explanation, we should be seeing the setting
sun as a rainbow (and in fact this does happen
in some sense with the majority of the rainbow
invisible below the horizon).
But the atmosphere is not a perfectly clear
medium, and it moves as well. These aspects
cause scattering or diffraction of light and,
again, the amount of scattering depends on the
colour. As it happens, the blue light gets scattered more than other colours, so the darkest
colour we usually see is green. (The preferential diffraction effect is what makes the sky
blue.)
Finally, we have to explain why this doesn’t

lead to a green flash at every sunset. Well,
apart from the fact that we often don’t see the
sun set at all because of cloud, the effects are
quite small, although a narrow green rim at the
top of the setting sun may be more common
than you think. But if the temperature of the
atmosphere at upper layers is lower than at
ground (or sea) level, then the refraction effect is amplified and we experience a similar
mirage effect that happens when a hot road appears to be wet, which is due to the light from
the sky being bent by the different densities of
air above the hot road.
It is the combination of all of these effects that
lead to a small green mirage blob remaining
above the horizon for a couple of seconds after
the sun has apparently completely set, and this
mirage image can be photographed.
A green flash is more likely to be seen in stable, clear air, when more of the light from the
setting sun reaches the observer without being
scattered.
(Photograph obtained from the internet)

E

ver since I have known the late Stedson
George he has insisted that he has experienced
an optical phenomenon he called “The Green
Flash” at sunset, and would often be seen
watching the setting sun in an attempt to see
it one more time – unfortunately without success (at least while I was there as well). The
elusiveness of this event led to a fair amount
of unfounded discussion about the physics of
the phenomenon, and, belatedly, I admit to offering my own bogus explanation that only
served to add to the confusion. Of course,
there is nowadays very little that cannot be researched from the comfort of one’s own keyboard, and so, a few months ago, I was able
to clear up with him what the real explanation
is – not that this made it any more frequent a
sighting!
As a tribute to his life, and particularly to his
continued efforts to inspire others to keep
looking up, I present this definitive explanation of the Green Flash, hopefully in terms that
anyone can understand. I can confirm that it
has nothing to do with the physiological effects arising in your eye (like the spots you see
when you stare at a bright light and then look
away) – in fact, The Green Flash has been photographed, and occurs at sunrise as well as at
sunset, so it is possible to see the flash before
your eye is affected by the sun at all!
In short, it is a combination of the refraction of
light caused by the earth’s atmosphere, with an
amplification effect due to differences in atmospheric temperature, together with differential
diffraction. Now, that is lot of terms that need
to be made more simple to understand.
First, the term refraction: We think of light
travelling in straight lines; but this is not always the case. Light can be bent in a number of circumstances, and important in this
context is the bending of light caused when
light moves from one medium to another of
a different density, such as when light moves
from water to air (or vice versa). All rays of
sunlight pass from the vacuum of space to the
more dense medium of our atmosphere, and
so all of the rays of sunlight are always bent
to some degree, but the effect is usually too
small to notice. But, at sunset (and at sunrise
as well), the angle at which the rays enter the
atmosphere is small enough to make the bend-

Much of the detail in this article is based on original research published by Andrew Young at the
San Diego State University. See http://mintaka.sdsu.edu/GF/ for more detail.
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WORLD NEWS SNIPPETS
Mayor’s Wife Arrested in Student Case

The wife of the former mayor of Iguala in
Mexico has been arrested in connection with
the disappearance of 43 students in September 2014.
Maria de los Angeles Pineda is suspected
of masterminding the kidnapping of the 43
students who have been missing, presumed
dead, for the past months (Time).
It was allegedly on the order of her husband,
then mayor of Iguala, Jose Luis Abarca, that
43 students were attacked by police officers
who later handed them over to a drugs gang.
It is believed that this gang later killed and
burned the bodies of the victims (BBC).
Since the students went missing in September of last year there has been widespead outrage in Mexico, with other students engaging
in protests across the country (Malay Mail).
To date only one of the students have been
identified from his remains and the authorites
hold little hope of finding the remaining 42.
Abarca has also been arrested and charged
with organised crime, kidnapping and murder. Prosecutors have claimed that members
of the drug gang which has connections to
Pineda have confessed to the crime, saying
it was in order to prevent the students from
protesting at an event which she was due to
speak to.

UK
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The episode is another mass murder in a country which is experiencing serious problems
around drug-related violence.
On Tuesday the Huffington Post wrote about
an initiation rite in one drug cartel where new
members were forced to eat human heads. In
the middle of December eleven people were
killed in a shootout between rival groups in the
state of Michoacan.
This has sparked fears that the government
has lost control of the state, despite stationing
fedral troops there and creating a rural police
force from local vigilantes.
President Enrique Pena Nieto is, according to
the Huffington Post, facing “his deepest crisis
since taking office” in the student-kidnapping
case. Pena Nieto was expected to discuss his
country’s chronic violence in a meeting with
US president Barack Obama in Washington
this Tuesday.
It is unclear when the trial against the former
mayor and his wife is to take place, however
with protests having rocked the country following the kidnapping it is clear that this will
be a much-anticipated legal battle. On Christmas Eve the students’ parents held a protest in
front of the presidential palace, despite rain.
Time Magazine/BBC/Malay Mail/Huffington
Post/Al Jazeera

On Tuesday British comedian and
entertainer Stephen Fry announced that
he was to marry partner Elliot Spencer.
Image: Paul Clarke

Children ‘Washed in Toilets’ at Birmingham Care Home

In February 2014, police started investigation
a report of child abuse at St Athan Croft in
Castle Vale, Birmingham, at the former livein-house of Patricia and James Connolly, dating back to the 1970s and 80s.
One of the former sixteen child residents who
lived in three rooms of the home came forward with a statement.
“Mrs Connolly dragged me into the bathroom

In Brief
Time has flown by since the last Sentinel.
There are currently reports that Islamic State
may be close to losing their stronghold in
Kobane, Syria. News has been ongoing in
the Sony hacking saga, with South Korea
saying the North has a 6,000-strong cyber
army. Sony have also come out to say they
are proud to be standing up to the hackers.
The price of crude oil has also dropped to
a 5-year low at /barrell. Elsewhere tensions
over anti-Islam deomstrations in Germany
have been rising with several coutnerdemontrations organised across the country. In the
UK the NHS has failed its target to see 95%
of A&E patients within 4 hours.

No Ebola in Iraq
The World Health Organisation (WHO) has
said that despite rumours to the contrary the
WHO and the Iraqi Ministry of Health have
confirmed that there are no suspected cases
of Ebola in Iraq as of 5 January.
WHO

and she was slapping and punching me” said
a woman who wishes to be unnamed, who
stayed the house until she was thirteen years
old; this was in the mid 70s.
She also said that, “children were regularly
beaten, hit with sticks and thrown in cold water in the early hours of the morning as punishment”. She then added that, “Mrs Connolly
would not let youngsters sleep in the beds as

she didn’t want the sheets getting messy”.
Her story continues as she explained that the
children had to wash in toilets and were only
allowed to use the shower when the family
doctor came to visit once a year.
Officers could not take action to this offence
of child abuse as the accused couple are now
deceased.
The Telegraph

Prince Andrew Sex Scandal

Immigrants Ruin Fruit

Allegations have emerged against Prince Andrew that he had sexual relations with a 17
year old girl. Virginia Roberts has claimed that
she met Prince Andrew in London before her
18th birthday.
Roberts said she was forced to have sexual
contact with the prince by convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein.
Following these revelations in The Guardian
newspaper Prince Andrew has come under
pressure to release a full account on his relationship with the young woman. Buckingham
Palace has denied that the duke had “any form
og sexual contact or relationship with Virginia
Roberts.”
The lawyer for Mr Epstein has also dismissed
the allegations as “stale” and “rehashed,” and
Prince Andrew’s ex-wife Sarah Ferguson has
waded in on his saying that “he is a great man,
the best man in the world.” She added that the
York family is “a tight unit” and have always
been so.
The Guardian

Lorry-loads of fresh produce that were to be
imported to Britain were “condemned” due
to immigrants sneaking into the vehicles as
an attempt to illegally enter the country.
Former Conservative Agriculture and Food
Minister Sir James Paice warned ‘’ample evidence’’ has emerged showing many people
are trying to enter the UK illegally by hiding
on lorries from Spain or other locations away
from the French port of Calais.
This results in the loads of the lorries being
‘’condemned’’, MPs heard.
There had been three previous incidents reported in the last two years up until February 2014. Since then there was a massive increase to three incidents in one week during
the run-up to Christmas.
One of the incidents included the report of
twelve people, three of whom were children,
laying on top of pallets containing lettuce onboard a lorry with a temperature of only four
degrees centigrade above freezing.
Telegraph
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PHOTO REVIEW

The Sentinel 2014 Photographic Review
2014 was a year of fun and controversy on St Helena. The Sentinel was there all year reporting back to our readers on all the latest stories. On these
pages we have compiled our favourite photos of the year. They say that a picture says more than a thousand words, so we hope that you will be
much the wiser at the end of this review.

When the stay line of the flag at Signal House on Ladder Hill snapped Acting Station Officer,
Jason Lawrence, volunteered to be the one who climbed the dizzying heights to make the fix.
The St Helena fire crew’s efforts were hampered on the day by the dangerous windy conditions.

January

February

The Queen’s Baton arrived on St Helena on Wednesday 19 February. The Baton was on a tour of the countries
and territories that would be taking part in the Commonwealth Games held later in the year in Glasgow, Scotland.
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PHOTO REVIEW

The smashed hull of a boat that dropped when being lifted out of the water. The
accident saw one person hospitalised, fortunately that person made a full recovery.
The incident highlighted crane lifting inadequacies that were immediately rectified.

April

The now infamous No Loitering sign in the Castle Gardens was
erected in April. The sign gained a wide following, and was stolen
at one point before finally being taken down in September.

March
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PHOTO REVIEW
Miss St Helena 2014, Sinead
Green, was crowned at the
Consulate Hotel to a packed
room. First runner up was
student nurse, Louisa
Francis from Blue Hill
and Justine Sim collected
the first and second
runner-up sashes.

May
June

Go-kart racing through Jamestown for Gravity Rush 2014 was another fantastically successful
day out, organised superbly by SHAPE Manager, Martin Joshua. This is surely now a permanent
community fixture on St Helena’s annual calendar after its second staging. Fifteen go-karts of
various designs and ‘controllability’ thrilled a crowd of 600-800.
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PHOTO REVIEW
One of this year’s biggest stories was the discovery of the Monkey-Cat, or so
called Monkat, which has been intriguing the community since it was first spotted
in July. Here Wavel Thomas sits in Rupert’s where the Monkat was first spotted.

July
Triumphant, the St Helena Commonwealth Games Team returned after 2 months
away. In this time they had not only gone on the trip of a lifetime, they had also
managed to greatly boost the profile of St Helena through their media appearances.

August
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PHOTO REVIEW
September was whale season and the tours were in full swing. This majestic picture of a humpback was
captured by Vision Media in the beginning of the month; the splash afterwards was just as awe-inspiring.

September
October

The third week of October was Cancer
Awareness Week. The RMS put on a spectacular show and was helped by St Helena’s
most famous resident in Raising the Ribbon.
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PHOTO REVIEW
With 100 years since the start of hostilities in Europe, this was
always going to be a special Remembrance Sunday all around the
world. St Helena was no exception, and on one of the warmest
days for months Saints were out in force to honour the war dead.

December

November
This year December was not just about Christmas,
amid the festive jovialities was a darker event
when a Major Incident Exercise scenario shook the
island. What if a fatal accident was to leave several
people dead at the top of Ladder Hill? The actors
did themselves proud and the emergency services
will be learning the lessons from the day.
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LIFESTYLE & CULTURE

The Short Family’s Life on the Falkland Islands
I

am Marlene Short neé Peters aged 45, originally from Scotland St Pauls, then Half Tree
Hollow in St Helena, now residing in Stanley,
Falkland Islands.
I originally came to the Falkland Islands in
August 1989 for a 6-month contract with the
Falkland Islands Company to work in their accounts department and 25 years later I am still
here!
From leaving Secondary Selective School at
16 my first and only job on St Helena was in
the Social Services Department with Janice
Young, and Ivy Ellick was my boss. During
that time I worked with lovely people some of
whom I still have contact with albeit very irregular and unfortunately some not, but I will
make an effort when I return next. I do have
fond memories of my very first job. Leaving
St Helena as a naïve 19 year old was difficult, I
had to be strong leaving behind my family particularly my 16 year old sister who was then
preparing for college in UK. But she managed
well, and is now happily married and lives
with her lovely family in New Zealand.
Arriving in the Falklands in August, being
winter, it was certainly a shock to my system,
being brought up in no less than 20 degrees
on Ascension and St Helena, but from the moment I set foot in Stanley, I knew I loved the
place.
I met my husband Richard within the first two
weeks of arriving in Stanley, and we married
a year and a half later in September 1991, we
have two children Meg and Richie who were
born in Cheltenham UK, both now 10 years
old.
After working for FIC I moved to Cable
& Wireless plc (now SURE Ltd), and then
in 1998 we decided to risk all and opened
Shorty’s Diner. Shorty’s is a 60-seat restaurant serving a varied menu including burgers,
curries, steaks, pasta dishes, asian cuisine,
and of course our famous homemade cheesecakes and brownies. Our staffing team consists
of Filipinos and St Helenians headed by my
lovely mother Shirley, making it a family-run
business.
The diner customer base is mainly local with

Marlene Short and family

the tourist trade from October to March. We
have a huge military presence here at Mount
Pleasant and it’s lovely to see them make
Shorty’s their first stop for meal when they
visit Stanley.
Five years after opening Shorty’s Diner we
opened Shorty’s Motel, a 6 room B&B facility, situated next door to the Diner.

Shorty’s diner on the Falkland Islands

My day-to-day life revolves around my priority which is being a mum; school runs, usual
taxi service for after school clubs etc, then
managing the diner and motel and also doing
the administration for my husband’s building
business. Life is very hectic to say the least,
but it keeps me on my toes.
Since 1989 I have returned to St Helena on
four occasions, the last time was in 2008. We
are hoping to return before the airport opens as
I would like my children to remember the island in its original form and of course a visit to
see my precious family is way overdue. While
the kids were young and in junior school it was
easier to take them out and do some travelling,
so we have been to other places a few times
like USA, Spain, Switzerland, Chile, UK.
I would later on perhaps like to spend more
time in St Helena. It is too soon to talk about
retirement, but St Helena is on my list of options! I still have my dad, my grandma, aunts,
uncles and cousins there to visit, so someday
very soon I will be back for a good feed of
black puddings and fishcakes!
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TIME OUT

COFFEE
BREAK
HUMOUR
On New Year’s Eve, Marilyn stood up in the local pub and said that it was
time to get ready.
At the stroke of midnight, she wanted every husband to be standing next to
the one person who made his life worth living.
Well, it was kind of embarrassing. As the clock struck, the bartender was
almost crushed to death.
This man goes into a bar and notices a major hottie, always alone, who
comes in on a fairly regular basis. After the second week, he made his move,
but despite his best game, the man couldn’t get the cutie. “No thank you,”
she would always say.”
But the man was determined, they had an instant connection, but things
never got past the formalities. At the end of the night he finally caved “Why
won’t you come home with me?”
The gorgeous woman said the following: “This may sound rather odd in this
day and age, but I’m keeping myself pure until I meet the man I love.”
“That must be rather difficult,” the man replied.
“Oh, I don’t mind too much,” she said, “but, it has my husband pretty upset.”

CRAZY MAZE

Find your way through this ‘Crazy Maze.’ Enter through the gap at the left and
work your way through to the middle. Good Luck!

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from this time last year
Residents of Chubb’s Spring and the Briars had a frightening awakening in the early hours of
Friday, 3 January, at 3:55am, when a substantial amount of rock fell from a rocky outcrop on the
High Knoll hillside and landed mainly in a plantation of banana trees.

Famous Birthdays
8 Jan - 14 Jan
R. Kelly (48)
Singer - 8 Jan
Kate Middleton (33)
Royalty - 9 Jan

Dr Trevor Smal completed a personal challenge of climbing the ladder once for every year of his
life, on Tuesday, when he reached the top of the ladder for the 61st time, finally reaching his goal.

Sean Paul (42)
Rapper - 9 Jan

After receiving reports of the first sightings of the season for whale sharks in November 2013, the Marine Section of EMD successfully tagged an 11m pregnant whale shark on Saturday 4 January 2014.
Cricket: Jamie Essex produced a classy knock of 84, and yielded 2 wickets for 25 runs in a stunning all round performance that saw a young Jamestown Zodiacs team defeat HTH Dolphins by
139 in Saturday’s PM cricketing fixture at Francis Plain.

PEOPLE

Mary J. Blige (44)
Singer - 11 Jan
LL Cool J (25)
Actor/Rapper - 14 Jan

... Fundraising
events for
the LOF

DID YOU KNOW...

1. Coffee mornings

• In most cases small dogs live longer
than larger breeds

2. Themed dinners

• Paper originated from China

3. Music and
poetry evenings

• The film ‘Mary Poppins’ was filmed entirely indoors

Gay Marr, League of Friends
If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements.
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only
print 1 per week! Email: news@sams.sh with subject heading, top 3.

• Cats have a peripheral vision of 285 degrees

• Rice is the staple food for about 50% of the
worlds population
• Pearls will dissolve in vinegar
• There is no butter in buttermilk
• The dot on top of the letter ‘i’ is called a tittle
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NOTICE BOARD

SAMS
RADIO 1

102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh

CONTACT THE SHOW
To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or
email: news@sams.sh. You can also contact us via our
Facebook page - just visit the SAMS website, www.sams.
sh, click the Facebook link at the top right of every page.

St Helena News: Monday to Fridays at
7am, 10am, 12noon, 5pm, 7pm & 10pm
also at 3am & 5am Tuesday to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon
Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7am to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
12.00pm: St Helena News, public service announcements and notice board.
Repeated at midnight everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am. Repeated on Saturday at 6.00pm,
Monday at 7.30pm & Wednesday at 12.15pm.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Selection of recorded interviews and programmes from the week, mixed with easy listening
sounds for a chilled out Sunday.

IN CONVERSATION
Every week day at 5:30pm or 7.30pm
Another chance to hear interviews that made the news
during last week and also this week

RADIO SPORTS ARENA
Monday, 5.30pm, review of the week’s sporting action, local & international. Repeats will be Tuesday at
10.30am and 10.15pm and Friday at 8.30pm.

PAS SHOW - ‘News & Views’
Mondays. after 7pm news & notice board.
Replayed Fridays, after 10am news & notice board.

GOSPEL FM
Every Second Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of childrens’
feature followed by 90 mins of gospel music.

POT LUCK
This Sunday and repeated next Thursday, where Stedson Francis plays a mixture of middle of the road easy
listening music, interspersed with local and international history.

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am
Presented by Helen Wallis and John Woollacott. Catch
up on the latest chart music. Repeated Wednesday
8.30pm, Thursday 12.15pm and Saturday 1.00pm

BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

FOR SALE
Skoda Octavia 1.6 Ambiente
Winner of several Car of the Year
awards, this Volkswagen manufactured car is the favourite of taxi
drivers throughout Europe because
of its size and reliability.
Features include air conditioning,
electric windows, a six CD music
system,
Volkswagen engine, an enormous
boot and storage capacity, recently
replaced tyres, discs and brake
pads, plus a spare set of pads for
the next time they need replacing.
The car will be available from January 16th and is for sale for £4,000 ono.
Please email andymcrowe@hotmail.com or call me on 24393 after 7pm most evenings or at
weekends after noon.

Frabea’s Cleaning Service
are looking for a honest, hardworking and reliable person to fill the

position of cleaner
within their cleaning service.
The applicant must be trustworthy and preferably have a driving licence.
If you’re interested in the position, please contact
Beatie on telephone no: 24691 for further details.

Car For Sale
Mazda 626 Saloon, Silver, 2,000cc
Tel: 23162
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Arts and Crafts Association Honour RMS
Years of Service
Appreciated

Captains, Bob Wyatt, Rodney Young, Andrew Greentree with artist, Andy Crowe

Richard Wallis, SAMS

O

n Saturday 3 January the Arts and Crafts
Association made a special presentation to the
current two Captains of the RMS at the St Helena Museum. The presentation was in thanks
for the support that the RMS has given to the
charities of the island over the years.
Captains Rodney Young, Andrew Greentree
and Lyn Buckley of the RMS Bursars’ Department were on hand to accept the gift of a
print of the painting commissioned from Andy
Crowe marking the end of the RMS era.
In attendance at the presentation were representatives of the Heritage Society, Governor
Mark Capes and the Head of the Governor’s
Office, Sean Burns with his wife Marina, and
former RMS captain Bob Wyatt, members of

Art and Crafts Board as well as a small number of invited guests.
The painting presented to the captains shows
the current RMS which started service in

1989, the previous RMS which served the island from 1977 and a third ship, The Southampton Castle, which served the island as part
of the Union Castle Line.

Island Race Off to a Speedy Start

surfing the large swells, reeling Strumpet in
and re-taking the lead.
The race for line honours should see a great
battle between the fast ocean racer, Strumpet,
and the lightweight trimaran, Banjo. Strumpet
can steer downwind almost directly towards
the Island with her large spinnaker set. Banjo has to zig-zag downwind because her sail
configuration demands a large broad reaching
asymmetric spinnaker. So Banjo has to cover
many more miles than Strumpet, but could
make up for that with higher speed.
Handicap honours for the beautiful Governor’s
Cup are anyone’s guess at this early stage, but
watch out for an exciting battle between the
smaller Black Cat and Strumpet. If both yachts
get to the island without serious incident, it
should be close.

Governors Cup Yacht Race
Dated 30 December 2014

T

he start line was between a Navy Namacura and a yellow buoy in Simon’s Bay. In a
25 to 30 knot south-easterly wind, the yachts
were well-reefed but under control. The fleet
hit the start line in a tight group, with Strumpet
and Black Cat showing the way. Banjo, having wisely opted for a conservative start, soon
got into top gear and was first to round Castor
buoy, off Roman Rock lighthouse.

Sails were winched into a hard beat towards
Cape Point. Strumpet regained the lead, being
faster on the beat and the leading order was
soon established with Strumpet leading Banjo
and then Black Cat, rounding Cape Point in
that order. The impressive carbon sails on Vulcan 44 seemed to be doing a very good job and
she was not too far behind. Schooner Windjammer was clearly visible, being by far the
largest yacht in the fleet.
After rounding Cape of Good Hope, the most
south-western point on the continent of Africa,
sails were eased and Banjo literally took off,

Photos: Bryony Walmsley
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Do you have what it takes to support and grow
the island’s fisheries?
The St. Helena Fisheries Corporation seeks suitably qualified /
experienced applicants for the position of:

Counterpart General Manager
Salary up to £20,000*
*Upper limit, subject to qualifications and / or proven experience, along with
successful completion of in-house training.
The St Helena Fisheries Corporation is looking for a highly motivated, energetic person
to lead our organisation into the future, during what is likely to be a very exciting but
challenging period following the opening of the island’s airport, the re-development of
Rupert’s Bay, and an expansion of the island’s fishing operations, through investment
in more sophisticated vessels, with the capacity to exploit the island’s offshore fisheries.
Initially reporting to the substantive General Manager, your predominantly operational
management role will be to focus on the future development of the fishing industry, in
conjunction with local stakeholders, whilst undertaking a period of ‘on the job training’,
with a view to taking over leadership of the Fisheries Corporation by the end of 2016.
Preferably educated to degree level, with proven delivery experience at a senior
management level, applicants should be able to clearly demonstrate good
communication skills, an entrepreneurial flair, experience of business planning and
appraisal techniques, and a sound understanding of basic business finance and
commercial accounting including stores stock control. Evidence of relevant educational
qualifications and/or appropriate experience will be required, and an understanding of
SHG policies and procedures would also be an advantage.
If you have the skills required and are interested in an exciting new challenge, helping
to shape the future of Fisheries Development in St Helena we would like to hear from
you. An attractive package is offered for this strategically important role, including
annual leave, sick pay and pension scheme.
To find out more and / or receive a copy of the Terms of Reference for this post, please
contact our Administration Manager / Accountant, Miss Jacqui Williams on Tel:
22430. Or Email: Jacqui.shfc@helanta.co.sh
Deadline for applications, which should including a covering letter, CV, and full
response to the Terms of Reference, must be submitted to the Chairman, St Helena
Fisheries Corporation, Rupert’s Valley by 12:00hrs on Monday 30th January.
Interviews will be held during the following week – either in the office or by
teleconference for overseas applicants.
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Project Runway - PAS Holds Fashion Show for 25th Anniversary
Kaitlyn Buckley

Liam Yon, SAMS

Brett Isaac

A
s part of their 25th Anniversary celebrations, Prince Andrew School (PAS)
held a much anticipated fashion show
in the main school hall on Thursday 18
December.
The 350-strong crowd were treated
with styles from the 80’s through to the
present day, modelled by 37 students,
boys and girls, from years 7 to 13. The
programme for the evening involved
ten scenes which were separated into
two parts. Starting with a parade of the
school uniform, the crowds were also
entertained with a gothic theme, evening
wear, a neon theme and, to put the icing
on the cake, a silver theme to commemorate 25 years of PAS.
As well as modelling, the audience
were also kept entertained with performances from students including, Louis
Youde who showed off his break dancing moves.
Speaking to The Sentinel after the event
Headteacher, Paul Starkie, said the
night, “was a great success,” and that he
was, “very proud of the students.”
Photos by Paul Tyson

Scientists Visit From the Americas
13 Whale Sharks
Spotted in One Day
August Graham, SAMS

T

he start of the whale shark season is underway and two scientists are on island to
observe the sharks around St Helena. Alistair
Dove and Rafael de la Parra arrived on the
RMS on Saturday and are on island to research
whale sharks. Rafael, from Mexico, is one of
the world’s leading experts on the animal, and
Alistair is the Director of Research and Conservation Programmes at Georgia Aquarium
in the United States. Alistair told SAMS that
whale sharks are his “pet project” and the
Aquarium has just finished mapping the genome of the shark. This will allow researchers
to understand the animal’s evolutionary history and show what gene it is that makes the
whale shark grow to such proportions. Alistair
said he was delighted to be on St Helena, and
was impressed by the landscape of the island.
This project is a collaboration between ENRD
and the Georgia Aquarium. They are hoping to
map the number of whale sharks that frequent

St Helena and where they go
after leaving the island. According to Johnny Herne the
trip on Tuesday spotted 13
whale sharks, and Alistair said
they had tagged five of them
He went on further to highlight the good work that the
Marine Section at ENRD are
doing in creating guidelines
for interaction with the whale
sharks. By engaging with local fishermen and others who
spend much time on the water
he says SHG have managed to
develop more inclusive instructions. Elisabeth Clingham, from the Marine
Section, said it was important to protect the
environment, especially as the airport brings
more tourists.
Both Elisabeth and Alistair said that public

Photo courtesy of Grant Henderson

cooperation could be vital to the mission and
urged anyone who has seen a whale shark to
phone the Marine Section at Essex House on
22270 and provide as much information as
possible. This will allow the scientists to track
down the whale sharks and tag them.

The childeren of the late Evelyn Phyliss Fowler of Pleasant View, Sandy Bay , wish to thank
Doctor Da-Silva, Sister Dulcie and staff of the CCC for the kind and caring attention given
to our Mum.
hanks to Bishop Richard, Father John & Father Clive and to Mr Roy Williams and team also
to Colin, Davina, Joyce , Mr Colin Williams and the many family and friends who attended
the funeral, sent cards and floral tributes.
Evelyn has gone from our lives but will live in our hearts forever.
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CHURCH NOTICES

FaithMatters
Pastor Graeme Beckett
The Pastor's Dilemma
Some folk have "accused" me
of being a "fire and brimstone"
preacher. I plead guilty to the
charge. The problem is that
the Gospel (i.e. the message I
preach) is not what most people want to hear.
Some hate it, others pervert it and others have
supplanted it altogether in favour of something
else, like social or political reform.
Certainly we need folk to help bring about
changes in society, but that is not the Gospel
message. The Gospel message is much more
fundamental. It deals with the individual's
personal relationship with the living God,
which for the entire human race is broken. It
always has been so, right from the start, since
our distant ancestor disobeyed God. It means
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Sunday 4 January
Epiphany of Our Lord
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,
St Peter
Thursday 8 January
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Arabia
Sunday 11 January
Baptism of Christ
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Cathedral
9.30 a.m. Eucharist,
St Martin
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Helena & The Cross
5.30 p.m. 9 Lessons and Carols,
Cathedral
The Parish of St James
Sunday 4 January
Epiphany of Our Lord
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St James
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,
St Michael
7.00 p.m. 9 Lessons and Carols,
St James
Monday 5 January
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,
St Mary
Wednesday 7 January
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,
St James
Thursday 8 January
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing,
St John
Sunday 11 January
Baptism of Christ
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St John
7.00 p.m. Evensong,
St James
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 4 January
Epiphany of Our Lord
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Matthew
Tuesday 5 January
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,
St Mark
Sunday 11 January
Baptism of Christ
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Mark
BAPTIST NOTICES
Saturday 10 January
Prayer meeting, 7:00 am, Sandy Bay Chapel
Sunday 11th January
Church Services:
Family Guest Service, 3:00 pm,

that everybody is guilty of disobedience, and
is already under God's condemnation. God is
holy, just and righteous and so with Him and
the sinner there can only be one outcome: Yes,
fire and brimstone. Being "sincere" or trying to
do good to cover sin is futile.
So where is my dilemma? Many folk who
go to church (even occasionally) want to hear
sermons that make themselves feel "good" and
"uplifted" because they came to church, or that
they are decent people. The reality is that decent or not, unless they have repented of their
sin and their defiance against God, a terrible
destiny awaits them - eternal condemnation! If
I did want they wanted (made them feel good)
I would be guilty before God of failing in my
office. I'm reminded of the amusing definition
of diplomacy: the ability to tell a person to go
to hell in such a way that he looks forward to
the trip. The Bible gives a stern warning to
those in my profession against misrepresenting the truth for the sake of prestige or popularity. If I have discharged my office faithfully, there will be lots of disgruntled people. I
Sandy Bay Community
(Leader: Colin / Nick Williams; Preacher: Pastor Graeme)
Family "Uplift" Service, 6:00 pm,
Jamestown Chapel
Other activities:
Sunday School, 10:00 am,
Baptist Manse, Jamestown
Prayer Meeting, 5:00 pm,
Jamestown Schoolroom
Tuesday 13 January
Baptist Women's Association, 10:00 am ,
Sandy Bay Chapel
Bible Study & Refreshments,7:30pm,
Jamestown Schoolroom
(Led by Pastor)
Wednesday 14 January
Bible Study, 7:30 pm, Deadwood
(Led by Hazel) Home of Winnie Thomas
Thursday 15 January
Bible Study, 5:30 pm, Sandy Bay Chapel
(Led by Pastor)
Bible Study, 7:30 pm,
Blue Hill Community Centre (Led by Pastor)
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 10 January
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Personnal Ministry
Wednesday 14 January
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
Further contact: Paul Millin, Tel: 22267
Happy New Year
Activities at the Army this weekend
Friday 9 January
Thrift Shop & Café Revive Opens
from 10am to 1pm
Saturday 10 January
Thrift Shop & Café Revive Opens from 10am
to 1pm

will be disliked and avoided by all, except for
those few who realise the truth of the Gospel
message, and be willing to repent and believe
and trust in God's Son, Jesus Christ. "Gospel"
means "good news", but it is only good news
to those who have acknowledged their sin and
utter inability to fix things on their own, and
simply trust in Jesus. But there is a catch! To
repent means to acknowledge your sinfulness,
and that means publicly. There is no quiet
"repentance" in front of a priest. It must be
public. No priest can tell you your sins are
forgiven - only God can do that in Jesus.
Men and women who live together outside of
marriage are living in open defiance of God's
law. No such people will be in heaven - no
matter what the rationale they present. Has
your minister told you this? Or, maybe they
haven't in case you leave the church? Then
they haven't told you the truth. As Jesus said,
"Unless you repent, you shall all likewise perish". What does your minister say? "As long
as you are sincere, you'll be OK." Wrong!
Speaking of truth, there is only one source: the
Bible. Some rely on "tradition" which may go
back centuries. Jesus condemned all tradition
if it contradicted the Bible, and I believe so
should we. If the Bible says it, it is true, and
that's the end of it.
Why not make this year a year of big changes?
Come to the Light and let God's Light shine
on you.
Sunday 11 January
Family Service at Half Tree Hollow Hall at
11am. All Are Welcome.
Mums & Toddlers will start when School Reopens – Monday 19 January
Please Note There will not be any Mums &
Toddlers if there is School Holidays or if the
Monday is a Public Holiday.
Wednesday 14 January
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study at the Half Tree
Hollow Hall at 7.30pm. All Are Welcome
There is always a warm welcome for you at
the Salvation Army.
If you would like to know more about the
Salvation Army’s activities, Contact Lt. Coral
Yon on telephone Nos 2703/4358.
Take Care And God Bless.
BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
THURSDAY EVENINGS
at
8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME
For info. Telephone 24525
“The happiness of man is in the fragrance
of the love of God.”
Abdu’l-Baha

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 08 January 2015

www.sams.sh

23

ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Drunk Driver Smashes into Building
Police Received 44 other Criminal Reports Over Christmas Period
Richard Wallis, SAMS

S

ome drivers over the holiday period did
not heed police advice to refrain from drinking and driving. On Saturday 27 December
before 3.30am an unnamed person drove a car
that mounted the curb in lower Jamestown and
smashed through the windows of New Porteous House in what is believed to be an alcoholrelated accident.
According to Police Inspector Jonathan Thomas, the police dealt with five road traffic collisions over the holiday period, currently under investigation are; a fail to stop and report
accident in Jamestown; a crash involving one
vehicle in Levelwood, this crash was alcohol
related with the alleged driver under the legal
limit; another crash took place in Jamestown,
this was also alcohol-related and the driver
was arrested and released on Police Bail pending further inquiries. There was also a case
where two vehicles were involved in an accident at Alarm Forest, the drivers were breath
tested and one was found free of alcohol while
the other showed alcohol but under the legal
limit.

New Porteous House hours after
the incident. Inset: Suspected vehicle
There were also two reports of poor driving,
one incident in Jamestown where a driver
overtook a vehicle in Jamestown which has

Tiddlers and Toddlers
Larger Premises can Accommodate more Children
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

D
orita and Patrick Fuller started minding
small children at their residence at Canton’s
in Upper Jamestown 30 years ago. Numbers
grew to 13 children and regrettably some were
All smiles at Tiddlers and Toddlers

turned away because all available space were
used up.
The Fuller’s were grateful to the owner of
the property, Derek Bennett, for allowing the
business to operate from there but increasing
demand for their services meant moving to a
larger space.

had stopped to wait for opposite-flowing traffic; another case of inconsiderate driving in
Half Tree Hollow was dealt with.
On 9 December 2014 ‘Tiddlers and Toddlers’
expanded to a property in Barracks Square,
Jamestown, which Dorita and Patrick were
able to purchase and appropriately adapt for
young children. Dorita said, “we are proud to
be able to say we developed the business under
our own steam.”
The new location includes two bedrooms, a
toilet, a kitchen, a large indoor playroom, a
spacious covered outside play area, safety features and a host of play equipment. A cooked
breakfast is provided if necessary and feeding
takes place throughout the day.
Dorita and Patrick said parents have made
positive comments about the new premises.
Already the business has expanded to 17 children. They are being cared for by Dorita, Patrick, Sandra Peters and Gillian Fowler.
A normal working day is 7.30am to 5.30pm
and parents start dropping off their youngsters
at just after 8am.

Kylie Peters
Senior Secretarial Assistant (Marketing)
Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc

Registered Office: St Nicholas House, St Nicholas Road, Sutton, Surrey, SM1 1EL, United Kingdom
Registered in England and Wales, Reg No. 496276

Pictured: Keanu with his family

www.sams.sh

“I am very proud of how hard Keanu worked on his design.
He’s still enjoying his toys. I am also very pleased that he
didn’t just get toys for himself…he thought about his
brother too.” Said Mum Roberta speaking of Keanu’s
Santa’s Den Dash

Keanu said “The 30second dash around was
overwhelming…there
was a good selection of
toys to choose from and
I’m pleased to have had
this amazing
.
opportunity. I would like
to thank Solomons for
this exciting reward.”

Please contact Mrs Angie Benjamin by emailing training@education.gov.sh by the
WK-DQXDU\WRFRQøUP\RXUDWWHQGDQFHDWWKHWDVWHUVHVVLRQ

Come along to the taster session at 5pm on Thursday 29th January at
Prince Andrew School to express your interest and see if this is something
you would like to pursue.

On Monday 22 December at 8:30am Keanu along
his parents and little brother met Company
employees at Warrens Department Store for his
Santa’s Den Dash.

Pictured: Keanu with his winnings

You have the opportunity to undertake a Marine Science O Level.

We thought it fitting to give readers an update on
Keanu’s Santa’s Den Dash.

Keanu was given 30-seconds to ‘dash’ around Santa’s Den grabbing
whatever he wanted, free of charge.

Pictured: Keanu with
Manager, Nicola
Constantine

Do you have a passion for the oceans?
Are you interested in a career in Marine Science?
:RXOGD0DULQH6FLHQFHTXDOLøFDWLRQVXSSRUW\RXUFXUUHQWUROH"

Come and Sea for Yourself

In the 4 December 2014 issue of the Sentinel, you
might remember Solomon & Company (St
Helena) Plc announcing 9-year old, Keanu Samuel
as the winner of the Solomons Christmas Card
Competition.

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION

Prosperity Through Partnership

Main Street, Jamestown, Island of St Helena, STHL 1ZZ
Tel: 290 22380, Fax: 290 22423, Email: generalenquiries@solomons.co.sh
Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc
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Floppy’s
Innovation

Donovan Stroud, new business owner

Thirty-Seven Salad
Packs Sold in One Hour
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

F
loppy’s Innovation, owned by Donovan
Stroud and Rosie Peters of Half Tree Hollow,
started off as a new small business in November 2014 selling salad packs. Salads grown organically which are washed and separated into
a combination of salads, including a variety of
lettuce leaves and tomatoes, are packaged into
see-through sealed plastic display bags of various sizes.
Storks are removed and there could be anything from five to nine different lettuce leaves
depending on how much can be put into a
pack. Plastic bags are used but trays are being
imported and expected from South Africa on
29 January. Other items coming along include
basil and radishes.
The idea of packaging different kinds and colours of lettuce leaves was born from visitors
preferring non-green lettuces but local people

are also developing a taste for these.
The salad packs can be delivered for
which there is an extra charge. Donovan experimented with selling from
the back of a van on Saturday 3 January at the car park near the Bridge. He
sold 37 packs of salad in one hour.
With so much diabetes on the island
and vegetables sometimes difficult to
obtain Donovan sees a tray of leafy
mixed salads which are always available and priced to suit the pocket as a
New salad products on island
good alternative.

1 in 5 Water Tests Failed

But Connect Boss Says Water Still Safe
August Graham, SAMS

T

he Utilities Regulatory Authority has published its first annual report into the services
provided by Connect St Helena. The review
was generally positive highlighting progress
on power outages, however improvements
must be sought, especially in the area of water
quality. Despite 21 per cent of microbiological tests at consumer premises failing, Connect
CEO Barry Hubbard has stressed that the water remains fit for consumption.
The Authority has issued a 22-page document
outlining the ability of Connect to comply with
the targets set for the year 2013/14. The Authority is able to impose fines of up £100,000
should they find Connect to be in breach of the
requirements in its contract with SHG. Despite
the report recognising the futility of fining a
publically-funded organisation such as Connect, Mr Hubbard said that the ability to fine
the utilities provider is a safeguard for the future when Connect stop relying on government
subsidy.
The Authority found Connect to have reduced
the number of electricity disruptions by almost
a third. The Company also vastly exceeded
the target of reducing water leakage by 10 per

cent, achieving a total decrease of 56 per cent.
The target for water quality tests at consumer
premises was to decrease the number of failed
tests from 13 to 12 per cent. This target was
missed, with failure rates increasing drastically to 21 per cent. The Authority says it is,
“concerned as to the presence of any potential
contamination in the water supply” and has
therefore ordered a zero per cent failure rate

target to be achieved by 2015/16; something
Mr Hubbard believes is achievable.
Whereas the Authority recognises that Connect
failed to satisfy some targets, there were often
mitigating circumstances, and measures taken
since are putting better structures in place.
They said they are, “generally impressed by
the significant progress in the creation of strategic structures to implement and monitor best
practice with regard to customer service.” Mr
Hubbard said he recognises the failings of his
company; however a new testing system and
further initiatives will ensure improvements in
the service Connect offer.

Moonshine’s Bar
at Blue Hill, will open as follows:
Friday 9/1/15 from 6pm
Saturday 10/1/15 from 3pm
Closed on Sunday 11/1/15
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Ascension Island Government

VACANCIES FOR FIREFIGHTERS
If you're passionate about public safety and want to help save lives, the following jobs could be ideal for you.
Firefighters protect and save people and property from fire and other dangers. They provide emergency
support. They also provide education and advice on fire prevention.
You will need a good standard of education and a reasonable level of physical fitness. A firefighter has the
ability to react quickly and remain calm in dangerous situations.
Assistant Fire & Sea Rescue Officer
The principal duties of this post include assisting the Senior Fire & Sea Rescue Officer in managing the Fire and
Sea Rescue Service, responding directly to all emergency calls and requests for assistance, ensuring that all
firefighting and emergency equipment is maintained in a state of readiness, including cleaning, repairing and
testing, as required, and to approved standards and procedures and deputising for the Senior Fire & Sea
Rescue Officer as and when required.
The successful candidate must (in addition to the qualifications required for a firefighter) have a minimum of
five years’ operational experience, preferably in a managerial position.
This is either an accompanied or single status position. Salary will be £12,000 per annum and an accompanied
allowance of £5,762 or single allowance of £2,882 per annum will also be paid. Other benefits will be as set out
below.

Fire Fighter/Lifeboat Operator
The principal duties of this post include fire fighting and sea rescue, assisting with training of AIG personnel and
other organisations in fire safety, maintaining Fire & Sea Rescue equipment and appliances, undergoing
continuous training in fire fighting and sea rescue operations and carrying a call-out pager and attending callouts as and when required.
The successful candidate must be a qualified firefighter with at least 2 years’ experience, be able to swim,
preferably qualified to Powerboat (PBL 2) level 2, have a clean valid driving licence that includes class J4, have
the ability to carry out fire and sea rescue related tasks unsupervised, have a good knowledge of firefighting
and sea rescue equipment and testing regimes and programmes, have a good standard of education and be
qualified in the use of breathing apparatus.
Applications will be considered from firefighters without lifeboat/sea rescue experience as appropriate training
can be given.
This is either an accompanied or single status position. Salary will be £9,000 per annum and an accompanied
allowance of £5,762 or single allowance of £2,882 per annum will also be paid. Other benefits will be as set out
below.

Further information about the above posts is available from the Assistant Fire & Sea Rescue Officer, Simon
Wade on telephone number (247) 6361 or e-mail simon.wade@ascension.gov.ac.
In addition to the salary and food allowances, the successful candidates will also receive: an on-call allowance,
rent free accommodation, utility allowances, mid-tour passage/flight, a gratuity on completion of 2 year
contract, free medical and primary dental treatment and generous baggage allowances.
Application forms and job descriptions are available from AIG’s Human Resources in Georgetown by telephoning
(247) 7000 extension 150 or by e-mailing: alan.nicholls@ascension.gov.ac.

Completed forms should be

returned to the aforementioned email address or by fax to (247) 6816 by no later than Wednesday 14
January 2015.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS ADVERTISEMENT WAS FIRST PUBLISHED ON 24 DECEMBER 2014 PERSONS
WHO HAVE ALREADY SUBMITTED AN APPLICATION NEED NOT REAPPLY.
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Foreign Office ‘Lied’ over Lucy Faithful Report
Statement Blames Former SHG Official for ‘Erroneous Line’
August Graham, SAMS

I

t has emerged in The Sunday Times newspaper that the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) produced an “erroneous” statement
to the United Nations over the Lucy Faithful
Foundation (LFF) report into allegations of
child abuse on St Helena. In 2013 the United
Nations received a report which denied that
the Foundation had shown any evidence of
sexual abuse on St Helena, despite the paper
clearly showing shortcomings on island.
An employment tribunal filed by Claire Gannon and Martin Warsama - former SHG employees who claim they were unfairly dismissed by SHG because of raising issues of
abuse - has heard allegations that, “the FCO
[...] lied to the UN in order to cover up the
child abuse and police corruption. The FCO
said that having had the benefit of the LFF

report, there were no issues on the island [...]
they know that to be entirely untrue. The Lucy
Faithfull Foundation report stated the exact
opposite.”
The FCO have now admitted that there had
been inaccuracies in their statement to the UN
which claimed that the LFF report had found,
“no evidence of sexual exploitation on St Helena.” They have pointed the finger at SHG,
telling The Sunday Times, “it was a former
member of St Helena government staff who
included the erroneous line in the report, and
we have now changed the clearance process so
it can’t happen again.”
SHG did not agree with Claire Gannon that
this was a deliberate lie, instead blaming oversight for the mistake. They said, “the important thing is that the error was spotted, rectified
and a system put in place to ensure these are
now properly checked.” The line has now been
changed to say that independent reports have

St Paul’s Primary School PTA
would like to thank everyone who attended their Christmas
Events which were successful and enjoyed by all.

Customer Services
Officer

Are you Customer focused and would like to make a difference?
If so, Corporate Finance is seeking to recruit a Customer Services
Officer to work within its Post and Customer Services Section
The successful applicant will help to provide an efficient and
effective frontline counter service to customers in Postal and Customer Services delivery.
Salary for the post is Grade B, commencing at £6,542 per annum.
Closing date for applications is 16 January 2014.
For further information, interested persons can contact the Assistant
Post & Customer Services Manager, on telephone number 22008,
view the SHG website or the notice board in the foyer of Corporate
Human Resources, The Castle, Jamestown.
Application forms/information packs are available from Corporate
Finance and Human Resources.
Corporate Services
23 December 2014

Claire Gannon

“unearthed allegations of child sexual exploitation in St Helena.”

The Multi
Christmas Raffle
raised a sum of £1060.
Winners were as follows:
1st-Cake-Blake O’Conner, Cleughs Plain
2nd-Dessert Hamper-Carol Yon Longwood
3rd-Red Wine-Karen Williams, Sandy Bay
4th-Cutlery Set-Andrew Yon, Sea View
5th-A chicken-Edna Richards, Bluehill
6th-Espresso Cups-Shara Robinson,
Guinea Grass
7th-Roses Chocs-Cheryl Odean, Levelwood
8th-Biscuits and Mints-Bob Keough,
Picollo Hill
9th-Tin Biscuits-Nicky Adams, Jamestown
10th-Chamdor-Tim Troman, Cleughs Plain
11th-Picture Frame-Sylvia Plato, HTH
12th-Candle Set-Aidan Isaac, Sandy Bay

The PTA would also like to thank Mrs Cheryl Anthony for
her donation to the
school from
Fund raising on
Ascension Island.
Headteacher, Staff,
pupils and PTA would
like to wish all a
Happy and Healthy
year and look
forward to another
fruitful year ahead in
the community.
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Bank of St Helena moves to SWIFT International Payments
EFFECTIVEMONDAY,12JANUARY2015
What are SWIFT Payments?
SWIFT stands for Society for Worldwide InterBank Financial Telecommunications. It’s an automated payment system which we
use to transfer funds between different countries.
Why is the Bank moving to SWIFT Payments?
To ensure compliance with International Regulations for the transfer of funds between countries, including International AntiMoney Laundering Regulations, Bank of St Helena has been required to change its International Payments Platform to SWIFT.
What is required when requesting a SWIFT Payment?
As previously for all International Payments, customers will be required to provide the Bank with the details for the party
receiving the funds (the beneficiary). These should include the:
x
x
x
x
x
x

Full name of the party you wish to pay (the Beneficiary)
The full name and branch address of the receiving bank
The BIC/SWIFT Code, the Account Number, Sort Code (if applicable) and IBAN or Routing Number (if applicable), of the
account to which you are transferring the funds. You will need to ask the payee (Beneficiary) for this information
The relevant Intermediary Bank Name and BIC/SWIFT code; this will only apply if there is an interim or third party bank
involved in the transfer. In most cases the transfer of funds are direct from you to the recipient
The amount and currency you wish to transfer
Payment reference; identifying the purpose of the transfer e.g. payment of invoices for goods from a company.

What are BIC/SWIFT Codes?
BIC/SWIFT Code; this stands for Bank Identifier Code and lets us know what bank, country and branch the payment is going to.
The BIC is a universal method of identifying financial institutions in order to send international SWIFT payments. It is issued by
SWIFT and should be used on all International Payments.
BIC/SWIFT codes allows for international payments to be processed automatically, making them more secure and faster. It also
helps prevent payments being rejected, delayed or sent incorrectly which could incur additional charges. No international
payments can be made without a BIC/SWIFT code.
How long do SWIFT Payments take?
A SWIFT payment to the United Kingdom will usually take 3-5 working days to be received at the beneficiary’s receiving bank.
However, all International Payments are subject to Anti-Money Laundering screening, and SWIFT processes, and therefore times
taken to reach beneficiaries can vary.
Bank of St Helena will no longer be able to offer CHAPS or Express service as was done previously.
To ensure prompt processing of International Payments, customers are reminded of our cut-off times for processing, each
working day:
x
x

Remittance Payment Instructions received before 1pm on a working day will be processed the same day
Remittance Payment Instructions received after 1pm on a working day will be processed on the next working day

Charges
Customers are advised of our new charges for all international payments, effective Monday 12 January 2015:
x
x
x

Minimum charge of £7.50 for all payments up to a value of £1,000
0.75% charge applied to the value of payments over £1,000
Maximum charge of £150 for all payments exceeding £20,000

For further information about our International Payments Services contact our Accounts and Payments team on telephone +
290 22390 or e-mail info@sainthelenabank.com
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St Helena & Proud
Print Numbers: Up Download Numbers: Up Facebook Followers: Up

Every Week An Estimated 2,500+ People Read
The Sentinel
all over the world
Advertise Here to Reach Them All
The Sentinel is online every Monday

FREE to view & download
Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, meaning
ongoing promotion for any advertising placed here

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads to: news@sams.sh

www.sams.sh
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SAMS Interview of the Day
Radio 1

Afternoons at 5.30pm or 7.30pm. A replay in
full of interviews making the news on St Helena

L

Streaming
www.

IVE

sams.sh

Second Chance
Sunday
9am every Sunday: Catch up on all
the best interviews from the week in
our special, Second Chance Sunday,
beginning every Sunday at 9am

News &
Noticeboard
every week day at:
3am, 5am, 7am,
10am, 12pm, 5pm,
7pm, 10pm

SUNRISE!

Join our team
tea
am onn SAMS
SAM
MS Radio
Rad
di 1,
dio
1
Monday to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from St
Helena, announcements and music,
plus different guests each day. It’s a
GREAT way to get the day started.

Latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from St Helena, 24/7, streaming from: www.sams.sh
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SAFEGUARDING DIRECTORATE
LEARNING DISABILITIES VACANCIES

Do you care about people and want to make a difference? If you are dedicated, have a caring nature and can provide expert care for our
residents we would like to meet you.
The Learning Disabilities Section are dedicated to making lives better through delivery of the highest possible standards of care.
To be able to do so we need reliable and trustworthy people to work with us in the following positions.
1. CARE ASSITANTS
The main duties of the post include:
• Assist with clients care e.g. all aspects of personal hygiene, administering medication, toileting requirements, mobilisation with all aspects
of client privacy and dignity maintained;
• Record the necessary information in the clients notes. Must be able to record and document observations of pulse, blood pressures, respirations etc.
What you’ll need:
• Previous experience in working in a care facility
• NVQ Level 2 in Health and Social Care or be willing to work towards gaining this qualification
• Level 2 Adult Literacy
• Able to maintain confidentiality
• Good reporting skills, both written and verbal
The salary grade for this post is Grade A2 commencing at £5,361 per annum.
2. SENIOR CARE ASSISTANT
The main duties of the post include:
• To take charge of a shift as required ensuring effective delegation of the workload.
• To administer medication in accordance with medication policy.
• To be involved in the assessment, planning and implementation of individual resident’s care plans as Lead Key-worker and to make observations and records pertaining to their care.
What you’ll need:
• At least one year’s experience of working with people with Learning Disabilities.
• Must have completed the Nursing Assistant Course.
• NVQ Level 3 in Health and Social Care or be willing to work towards gaining this qualification.
• Able to maintain confidentiality.
• Good reporting skills, both written and verbal.
• Level 2 Adult Literacy.
• Experience in staff management.
The salary grade for this post is Grade B commencing at £6,542 per annum.
For further information about the duties of these posts and a copy of the full job profiles, interested persons are asked to contact Mrs Kathryn
Yon, Learning Disabilities Unit Manager. You can arrange an informal chat with Kathryn, either in person or on telephone number 23343 or
email NO.LD@helanta.co.sh .
Application forms which are available from the Safeguarding Directorate (Brick House) should be completed and submitted to Sarah Williams, Human Resources and Admin Officer, Safeguarding Directorate by Friday, 16th January 2015.
Paul McGinnety (Mr)
Assistant Chief Secretary
Safeguarding Directorate

5 January 2015
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Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc
has a vacancy for a

Counterpart to the Livestock Manager
Salary will start at £9,352 per annum depending on
qualifications and experience.

The successful candidate will be required to
understudy the Livestock Manager.
Key accountabilities to be developed over a
two-year period will include: to directly
manage the Company’s Livestock enterprise,
supervise the abattoir operations, act as the
Company advisor on all livestock issues,
maintain livestock diversity and to sustain
the company outlets in beef and pork.

Job responsibilities, in conjunction with the Livestock
Manager, will include:


300 breeding cattle and progeny



Pastureland



50-60 sow unit and progeny



Staff members



The abattoir



Meat production targets as agreed year on year



Pig and cattle artificial insemination



Monitoring & controlling of assigned resources

Solomons offers an attractive benefits package which
includes: free home-to-duty transport, a Pension
Scheme, Annual, Sick, Maternity and Paternity Leave,
Training & Further Education Incentives, Discount on
Purchases and much more.
For further information, please contact
Ian Gough, Operations Manager on telephone
number 22380, or via email address:
om@solomons.co.sh
Application forms may be collected from
Solomons Reception Desk, in their Main Office
Building, Jamestown or alternatively an
electronic copy can be requested via e-mail
address: hradmin@solomons.co.sh and should
be completed and returned to Nicola Essex,
Human Resources Manager,
Solomons Office, Jamestown,
by 19

January 2015

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DIVISION
VACANCIES
TERRESTRIAL
CONSERVATION OFFICER (HABITATS)
EMD is recruiting a Terrestrial Conservation Officer (Habitats) on a 2 year contract to provide cover during a staff secondment. If you are
interested in the conservation of St Helena’s unique habitats, the role of Terrestrial Conservation Officer might be just for you.
Salary for the post is at Grade D £10,739 per annum.
For further details regarding this post, interested persons should contact Mr Lourens Malan, current Terrestrial Conservation Officer on telephone number 24724 (e-mail lourens-malan@enrd.gov.sh).
Application forms and Terms of Reference are available from the EMD Office, Essex House and ANRD, Scotland and should be submitted to
the Human Resources Manager, ENRD, Essex House or e-mail karen-thomas@enrd.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Friday 16th January 2015.
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSISTANTS:
(PROMOTION & MONITORING) AND (MONITORING AND ASSESSEMENT)
The Environmental Management Division is seeking to recruit persons to the following posts:
• Environmental Assistant (Promotion & Monitoring) – Who will be responsible to the Manager, Environmental Assessment and Advocacy
for the design and delivery of educational and promotional events, activities and publications, and for the provision of support and assistance
in the environmental assessment and monitoring of development and policy initiatives.
• Environmental Assistant (Monitoring & Assessment) – Who will be responsible to the Manager, Environmental Assessment and Advocacy for the provision of technical support and input in all aspects of environmental monitoring and assessment of projects, polices, programmes
and developments.
The salary for both Posts is at Grade B3 commencing at £7,196 per annum however applicants without the qualifications and experience detailed in the job profile may be required to serve in a training grade.
If you are interested in any of the above posts and require further details, please contact Miss Isabel Peters - Environmental Assessment and
Advocacy Manager on Tel No 24724 at Scotland or 22270 at Essex House or e-mail isabel-peters@enrd.gov.sh
Application forms and Job Profiles are available from the Receptionist either at Essex House or Scotland. Completed application forms should
be submitted to the Human Resources Manager, Essex House or e-mail karen-thomas@enrd.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Friday 16th January 2015.
Mr Ben Sansom
Head of Environmental Management Division
6th January 2015
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NOTICE BOARD
Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc
has a vacancy for a

Stock Control Clerk
Within the Finance Department

Salary will start at £6,125 per annum
depending on qualifications and experience.

Job Purpose:
To assist with providing and
maintaining an efficient and accurate
stock control system for Business
Operating Units.

Solomons offer an attractive benefits package which includes,
free home-to-duty transport, a Pension Scheme, Annual, Sick,
Maternity and Paternity Leave, Training & Further Education
Incentives, Discount on Purchases and much more
For further information, please contact
Pamela Constantine, Finance Manager, on
telephone number 22380 or via email address:
financemanager@solomons.co.sh

Duties will include:
• Ensuring the company’s stock system is updated accurately.
• Ensuring that stock received from various suppliers, both
overseas and local, is accurately and promptly recorded and
reconciliations are carried out.

Application forms may be collected from
Solomons Reception Desk, in their Main
Office Building, Jamestown, and should be
completed and returned to the Human
Resources Manager,
Solomons Office, Jamestown,
By 16 January 2015

• Providing relevant information to Manager/Supervisors to
enable effective cycle counts.
• Being actively involved with cycle counts and assisting the
Accountant (Creditors/ Stock Control) by ensuring that counts
are conducted accurately.
• Assisting with compiling/printing of various reports for
Management.

Applicants should ideally have a good academic background and be computer literate.

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com

Situated at Kunjie Field
First building on your right. Car park is available.
Opening hours:
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays
From 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Contact Jean Fowler on Tele no 24044
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CLIMATE CHANGE
AND POLLUTION
OFFICER
The Environmental Management Division has a vacancy for a Climate Change and Pollution Officer to work on a part-time basis for
15 hours per week. The successful candidate will be responsible
to the Environmental Risk Manager and will be working with the
Environmental Risk Management Team to primarily establish and
implement policy and legislative frameworks for recycling commercial and domestic waste and contributing towards other work
areas including; climate change and pollution management. The
role will include data collection, evaluation, reporting and enforcement activities related to recycling, climate change and pollution.
Salary for the post is at Grade B1 and will commence at £3.58 per
hour/£2,792.40 per annum however the successful applicant without the qualifications and experience detailed in the job profile may
be required to serve in a training grade.
For further details regarding this post, interested persons should
contact Mr. Mike Durnford, Manager Environmental Risk Management; on telephone number 22270 (e-mail mike-durnford@enrd.
gov.sh).
Application forms and Job Profiles are available from the Receptionist either at Essex House or Scotland. Completed application
forms should be submitted to the Human Resources Manager,
ENRD, Scotland or e-mail karen-thomas@enrd.gov.sh by no later
than 12 noon on Thursday 15 January 2015.
Mr Ben Sansom, Head of Environmental Management Division
6 January 2015

GOLF NEWS

ST HELENA DISABLED
PERSONS AID SOCIETY
Registration Number C0007

The Committee and members of the
St Helena Disabled Persons Aid Society
would like to thank the public for supporting their

Multi Raffle
which raised the sum of £1321.00
(Thirteen Hundred and Twenty One Pounds)
the winners were:
1st Prize: A Pair of Locally Made Bedside Cabinets.
Mrs. Tamara Capes of Plantation House.
2nd Prize: Iced Dark Fruit Christmas Cake. Mrs Josie
Kleinjan of Hutts Gate
3rd Prize: Un-Iced Dark Fruit Christmas Cake. Ms.
Glynis Maggott of Ruperts
4th Prize: Small Food Hamper. Ms. Amanda Peters of
Red Hill, St Pauls

St Helena Golf Club Report
Week ending 4 January 2015

Contributed by Lawson Henry

Firstly I would like to welcome new member
Andy Parkinson’ to the club. Andy has been
here for a few months now and just started to
play. I would also like to welcome back our
Club President Deon De-Jager and his family
from a well deserve working leave in South
Africa.
On Saturday 3 January in perfect weather conditions we had 13 players take part in the 18
hole stableford competition.
Starting the year on form was Jon Lambdon
who shot a net 64 (three under par) giving him
40 stableford points to take the winning spot.
In the runner up spot was Larry Legg on 32.
Jon had a handicap of 9 but was cut 1 shot for
his effort. Congratulations to Jon and Larry.
Only one player holed out in two to take the
ball pool and that was Lawson Henry.
On Sunday 4 January in equally good weather
conditions 11 teams turned out for the Greensome which was played as a stroke play. On
top form to start their year too was the Foxes,
the pairing of Helena and Jeffrey, who took the
top spot on a net 71. In the runner up place was
Henzil Beard and Donald Bowers who beat
both Norman Thomas and Bobby Crowie and
Jon Lambdon and Deon De-Jager on the count
back. All three pairings had 73.
Two teams holed out in two to share the ball

pool; Nicky Stevens and Arthur Francis and
Helena and Jeffrey. Congratulations to the
winners.
Competitions for next week are: On Saturday
there will be an 18 hole Par Three stroke play,

sponsored by John and Betty Joshua. On Sunday there will be an 18 hole Medalford. Please
sign list on club noticeboard if you wish to
take part.
Members are reminded that 2015 subscriptions
are now due, please pay this at the Club Bar or
into the Club Account at Bank of St Helena.
Have a good week stay safe and keep swinging!
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LONGWOOD CHAMPIONS
Longwood Captain, Martin “Kunya”
Buckley celebrates the win

Football: Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard is
on the brink of finalising an 18-month deal to
join Los Angeles Galaxy.
The 34-year-old will sign a contract worth
about £6m across the full term of the deal,
making him one of the highest earners in Major League Soccer.
An announcement is expected this week following Friday’s shock news that Gerrard will
quit Liverpool at the end of the season.
He will be available to join the Galaxy once his
Reds contract expires in June.
David Beckham famously spent five years at
the LA club until 2012, while Gerrard’s exLiverpool team-mate Robbie Keane currently
plays for the Galaxy.
While MLS has a salary cap structure, each
club has three designated player places, which
they can use to sign star players.
The retirement of 32-year-old Galaxy captain
Landon Donovan, MLS’s all-time top scorer,
has paved the way for Gerrard to join the
league as one of its top earners.
Cricket: South Africa beat West Indies by
eight wickets in Cape Town to win the third
and final Test and take the series 2-0.
The home side began the final day on 9-1,
needing a further 115 runs for victory, and
Dean Elgar guided them to their target with 60
not out.
Having won the first Test and drawn the second, South Africa took the series to retain the
number one Test ranking.
The two teams will play three Twenty20 games
and five one-day internationals ahead of February’s one-day World Cup.
Tennis: Canada’s Eugenie Bouchard dropped
just three games in a stunning win over world
number one Serena Williams at the Hopman
Cup in Perth.
Bouchard, the world number six, won 6-2 6-1
in 50 minutes to give Canada an early lead
over the United States in the mixed team event.
Having required an on-court espresso to get
her going in her opening match on Monday,
Williams again looked sluggish.
“I don’t know what’s wrong with me, I’m so
tired,” said the 33-year-old.
“It’s weird. I can’t get my body to move. I feel
like I’ve got no energy. It’s a little frustrating
because I know I can play two thousand times
better.
“I’ve been trying to rest up. I did a little gym
work, but I just felt depleted. I don’t know
why. I don’t know how to describe it.
“I’ve just got to get my feet moving. I have to
figure it out. Hopefully I can do better in the
next match.”
All stories from bbc.co.uk

Longwood 2 - 0 St Pauls
Thu 1 January 2015 - Match Report

Liam Yon, SAMS
continued from back page
before slyly rolling the ball to the right wing
where Harrison Khani had made the run. In
turn, Khani then rolled the ball back towards
the near post where it went straight through the
legs of Buckley and into the goal. Longwood
were now 1-0 up and St Pauls had an uphill
battle, needing two goals to stay in the running.
Realising they were in a bad position St Pauls
began to push forward more, fighting for the
equalising goal. They came very close when
a cross was met by the head of George, whose

effort drifted just wide of the post.
On the 85 minute mark, with the fear of going
2-0 down, Leo brought down Hlongwane with
a blatant shirt pull and the referee awarded
a free kick from near 30yds out. Up stepped
Alistair Buckley who had put in a good defensive shift for Longwood. His strike swerved
in the air and caused problems for Augustus
in goal who could only tip the ball onto the
underside of the bar. The rebound fell to Lukhanyo who volleyed home to double the league
and kill St Pauls’ hopes of district glory.
The game ended 2-0, but the disappointment
did not stop there for St Pauls. A 3-0 win for
Half Tree Hollow in the second game of the
day meant they jumped above St Pauls in the
table with a better goal difference, taking second place.

Unlucky Rico! Maybe Next Time
During the second night-time match on 2 January Under 25’s
captain, Rico Benjamin, attempted a spectacular acrobatic
bicycle kick but the contact wasn’t what
was needed. Try again next time Rico!
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SHOOTING NEWS
Pat Henry, Chairman JTRC

Jamestown Rifle Club

On Monday night, 5 January, the Jamestown
Rifle Club open its doors to continue our shooting activity. Unfortunately it didn’t go off with
a New Year’s BANG as a few regulars were
suffering with an unpleasant bug and other engagements. Nevertheless eight members came
with four deciding to shoot and we had such
a fantastic night. Colin Knipe with a blazing
rifle shot 94.5 and 97.5, Patrick Young, who
always looks forward to his shoot, shot 95.4,
98.5 and 96.4, I shot a 96.2. Our young Princess, Jodie Scipio-Constantine, took the platform with a different rifle and jacket and shot

97.5 and 98.6; Jodie is progressing well and is
enjoying the challenge at High Knoll on 50m
and 100yd range.
Our leader board stands with the three top
ladies scores in Group A: Madolyn Andrews
99.33, Chelsea Benjamin 98.83 and Jodie
Scipio Constantine 98.17. The two top gents
are Jordie Andrews 98.50 and Richard Wallis
97.33, though this is subject to change.
That is all for this week. Wishing you all a
good recovery for next week, stay safe and enjoy what we have.

CRICKET RESULTS
Saturday 3 January 2015
Sandy Bay
Western A Mustangs
251
105
Nathan Knipe, 90
Robert George, 40
Lynton Fowler, 5/13 (4.2) Antonio Green 3/23 (6.1)
Nathan Knipe 3, Lynton Fowler 2, Antonio Green 1

HTH Dolphins

St Pauls B

330/5
83
Mike Araujo, 114*
Ajay Bennett, 43
Darnie Kleinjans, 4/29 (5) Les Baldwin, 3/35 (4)
Mike Araujo 3, Deon De Jager 2, Darnie Kleinjans 1

Sunday 4 January 2015
Western B Warriors Levelwood Allstars
136
137/3
Myles Henry, 23
Shavon Leo, 44
Tyrel Ellick, 2/24 (6)
Eugene Henry, 5/16 (4)
Eugene Henry 3, Shavon Leo 2, Tyrel Ellick 1

Jamestown Zodiacs Levelwood Rebels
150/5
138
Dax Richards, 41
Brendan Leo, 34
Scott Henry, 3/21 (3)
Racy Leo, 1/15 (2)
Dax Richards 3, Brendan Leo 2, Rhys Francis 1

CRICKET FIXTURES
Saturday 10 January 2015 - 8.45am

Sandy Bay Pirates vs St Pauls B
1.15pm

St Matthews Lions vs J/Town Barracudas
Organiser: HTH Dolphins
Sunday 11 January 2015 - 8.45am

Jamestown Zodiacs vs Western A Mustangs
1.15pm

Levelwood Rebels vs Western B Warriors
Organiser: Levelwood Allstars

HISTORY MADE ON FRANCIS PLAIN
Younger Teams Win First Ever Night-Time Football Matches
Liam Yon, SAMS
The Under 25’s and 25-35’s won their games
against the 35-40’s and Over 40’s respectively
on Friday 2nd January in St Helena’s first ever
night-time football matches at Francis Plain.
Large crowds gathered at the plain last Friday
to witness some of the island’s local footballers take part in novelty football matches
where pride of age was at stake.
The first game kicked off around 6.40pm, with
the Over 40’s taking on the 25-35 age group.
Because of lack of players there were a few
members of each team not meeting the age
requirements, though this did not take away
from the excitement of the game. The match
did stand as a trial run, with floodlights, kindly
provided by Basil Read, having to be repositioned halfway through to ensure the pitch
was lit enough for the players to see. The final
result went the way of the 25-35’s ending 4-1.
With minor adjustments made to the floodlights the second, most anticipated, match of
the night between the Under 25’s and the 3540 year olds took place. This match featured a
range of stars in both teams. It was pace versus experience and for a while this equalled
out until the deadlock was broken by 2014’s

young player of the season, Shane Stroud, putting the Unders’ 1-0 to the good. Two more
goals saw the match end 2-1 to the Unders’.

Spectators were very impressed with the night
football and there is no doubt that this will be
the start of a regular event on St Helena.

Under 25’s (white) better the 35-40’s (red) in last Friday’s night fixture
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SPORTS ARENA

All smiles as Longwood recieved their trophies

LONGWOOD CHAMPIONS

SAINTS PLUS SOUTH AFRICANS EQUALS SUCCESS
Longwood 2 - 0 St Pauls

runs both on and off the ball. Although energetic and lively, Williams
became frustrated towards the end of the half as St Pauls could not get
a good enough final ball into the penalty area.
Liam Yon, SAMS
Longwood struggled in the first 45minutes bar from a few runs down
the right wing from Jordan “Dungy” Yon. They had to make an early
striking substitution; 2013’s football hotshot Jamie “ET” Thomas made
wo second half goals without reply against St Pauls ensured Long- way for young Dominic Augustus visiting from Ascension Island. Capwood were crowned district champions on Thursday 1 January follow- tain, Martin “Kunya” Buckley, was also booked for repeat fouling within the first half hour.
ing back-to-back wins against
The halftime whistle blew with
Jamestown and Half Tree HolThough in a league format, the match that
the match goalless. During the
low just days earlier.
break many of the players used
Though in a league format, the
kicked off at 1.30pm built up as a final with
antifreeze spray to help with
match that kicked off at 1.30pm
built up as a final with the win- the winning team certified to be named champions small injuries that had been
picked up. St Pauls’ right back
ning team certified to be named
Tyrel Ellick was struggling with
champions. Most expected
Longwood to win as they had been dominant in the tournament leading his hamstrings, having played three games in six days, and had to be
up to the final day, but St Pauls were determined to prove themselves subbed off midway through the second half.
Longwood came out of the blocks strong in the second half, turning up
as title contenders.
Both teams had a strong line up. With Longwood’s Thapelo Pooe, Jo- the heat and putting St Pauls to the challenge. The first real chance of
seph “Ace” Hlongwane and Andrew “Speed” Yon going head-to-head the game came just three minutes in when a brilliant run down the left
with St Pauls’ Denny Leo, Alonso Henry and Ryan George, the game wing from Doni Lukhanyo saw the ball get cut back to Hlongwane. His
hard shot to the near post was well saved by 2014’s goalkeeper of the
was sure to be an entertaining affair.
For most of the first half the game was being battled in the midfield and season Leemarc “Scooter” Augustus.
there were no real clear-cut chances as both defences did their job clear- Before St Pauls could breathe a sigh of relief Longwood were on the
attack again. This time M Buckley stuck out his chest and made a run at
ing the ball and cutting out any attack.
St Pauls did look the liveliest with Captain Mike-e Williams making the St Pauls’ defence
continued inside
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