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P
rince Andrew School (PAS) students impressed a
wide audience of officials, guests, family and friends
on 10 December at the PAS Certificate and Awards Ceremony, 2014. Headteacher, Mr Paul Starkie opened the
ceremony with a welcome speech, immediately followed
by a presentation of GCSE, GCE and VRQ certificates to
students presented by His Excellency the Acting Governor, Sean Burns. PAS Staff members were also awarded
for their achievements. Mrs Marion Yon was awarded a
GCSE pass in Statistics, Ms Debbie Leo accomplished a
GCSE pass in Mathematics and Mrs Helen Wallis gained
an A level pass in Psychology.
The Jean Beadon Award, for recognition of outstanding commitment and achievement by young people in
Art, was presented to Dayna Henry. Tiffany Herne and
Toby Day picked up the HE the Governor's Awards for
academic excellence and achievement in Key Stage 3.
The Bishop Houghton Award, presented by Mrs Cathy
Hopkins, was awarded to Alaina Crowie for her caring
and generous attitude to others continued on page 4
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Here I Am
Mummy And Daddy’s Early
Christmas Present
Anne Clarke, SAMS

F
irst time parents Tara Thomas and Tom Wortley
welcomed their handsome baby boy, Leo James Wortley to the world on 4 December at 8.00am. Three weeks
earlier than expected, baby Leo weighed 5lbs 10oz and
measured 48cm. Happy and contented, baby Leo “is as
good as gold,” said Daddy, who is over the moon with
the arrival of his son. Mummy, still in shock with her
early Christmas present is, “grateful he’s here and that
he is alright.” Both parents would like to thank midwives
Rosie Mittens and Erika Benjamin and Dr Stefano for
the safe delivery of baby Leo and for their ongoing support. Thanks are also extended to all of the family and
friends for all their well wishes, cards and gifts.

Shooting Stars Sparkle in the Skies
More Than 100 an
Hour in Geminid
Meteor Shower

Photo: Asim Patel

Liam Yon, SAMS

T

he Geminid meteor shower is one of the
most anticipated events in the stargazing calendar as more than 100 shooting stars are set
to soar through the night sky every hour. The
Geminids started last weekend and will continue until 17 December with the best evenings to view being this weekend (13 and 14
December).
According to experts, on the 14 December at
least one shooting star should be seen every
minute from 10pm till dawn. Unlike other
meteor showers, which are linked to a comet,
the Geminids is generated when the Earth
passes through the path of 3200 Phaethon (an

asteroid that orbits the sun). The debris leaves
a trail which is burnt up in the sky when it enters Earth’s atmosphere.
The Geminids can be viewed from locations
all around the world. Those in the Northern
Hemisphere are advised to try their luck just
after dark while those in the Southern Hemisphere, like St Helena, should try to catch the

shower after midnight for the best views.
While it is not necessary to look in a particular direction to enjoy a meteor shower, astronomers suggest looking towards the south
for the Geminids, which can be seen with the
naked eye.
So grab a blanket, find a comfortable spot
and enjoy the wonders of the world beyond.

A Precious Bundle of Joy
Welcome Baby Peter

Anne Clarke, SAMS

Jannounce
eremy Harris, Isha Harris and big brother Arlo are proud to
the arrival of their baby son and brother Peter Moses
Harris on 18 November at 9.10am. Weighing a healthy 7lbs 4oz,
baby Peter is a “good sleeper, calm and relaxed,” said mummy.
Mummy is over the moon with baby Peter and is “grateful he
lets me sleep,” she laughed. Daddy is very happy with the arrival of his son, “I can’t stop smiling,” he said. Big brother Arlo
is also very happy with his new addition to the family, “he likes
his new brother very much,” said mummy. The Family would
like to extend sincere thanks to midwives Rosie Mittens, Erika
Benjamin and Jo, Doctors Stefano and Carlo and all of the family and friends for their support, cards and Gifts.
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For All
Eternity
Darren and Vanessa
Tie the Knot
Anne Clarke, SAMS

D
arren Williams and Vanessa Williams
(nee’ Thomas) were declared husband and
wife on Saturday 6 December. The ceremony
took place at the Registry Office, The Castle
at 3.00pm, followed by a photo shoot in the
Castle Gardens. The bride wore a magnificent
sparkled white grown with pearl jewellery and
a tiara to complement. The groom wore a white
suit and tie and a burgundy shirt to match the
colour theme of Burgundy, Green and White.
The newlyweds then received a blessing at St
John’s Church followed by a meal and reception at the Kinghurst community Centre.

Happy Couple, Darren and Vanessa Williams

A Christmas
Bargain
New Horizons
Christmas Bazaar
a Success
Anne Clarke, SAMS

T

he New Horizons Christmas Bazaar took
place on Saturday 6 December from 11am to
3pm at New Horizons Leisure Park. There was
a great turn out of shoppers and many people
appeared to find that special something. “We
had a lot of gear this year,” said New Horizons
Youth Leader, Nicky Stevens, “much more
than we had for last year’s Christmas Bazaar.”
There were lots of bargains, brand new and
second hand quality goods all selling at £1 or
less. “We had clothes, shoes, toys, household
goods and few electronic items,” said Nicky.
“There were also a few items that were quite
valuable, so we decided to have an auction.”
The auction took place later that day.
Around £780 was raised from this year’s New
Horizons Christmas Bazaar, “the money will
be used to buy sports equipment for the New
Horizons Centre,” mentioned Nicky.

Shoppers seeking Christmas bargains
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SENTINEL PAS Students Inspire and Achieve
COMMENT Certificate and Award Ceremony 2014
Anne Clarke, SAMS

Richard Wallis, SAMS
continued from front page
The Extractor has long been a favourite topic
for The Sentinel and something that I truly
believe is going to have huge beneficial outcomes for the island. Sadly we are now into
the seventh week where it has been wasting
time in the bay. The dispute between the
crew and owners should have been dealt with
by now, with the vessel back out on more
successful and lucrative fishing trips.
The nature of the break-down between
the crew and Saint Marine Resources Ltd
(SMRL) has been described as a contractual
issue. The Extractor came with hype and
promise and these issues are tearing down
the good will that the island had for the entire venture.

and time and energy she spent to help those
in need. Andrea Midwinter, Dwayne Yon and
Jacob Bowers were awarded the Joy George
Award for outstanding effort progress and
achievement, presented by Joy George. Alex
Henry was awarded the Eliza Mary Lloyd
Trust Award, presented by Mr Darren Duncan, Head of Agriculture. Father Dale Bowers, Chairperson of the PAS Parent Teachers
Association (PTA) presented the Student Of
The Year Award to the top performing students from year eleven and thirteen, Lizemarie
Robbertse and Deanna Woosey. Sure South
Atlantic Ltd representative, Shara Robinson,
awarded the Top Performing Male and Female

Students from year eleven award to Lizemarie Robbertse and Ross Leo. Other sponsored
awards came from Rob Midwinter, Director of
Enterprise on behalf of ESH for the Student
of the Year Vocational Awards, which were
awarded to David Young, Danielle Fowler,
Kayla-Jane Brady, Yordie Constantine and
Andy Fowler. The final award of the morning
went to Lisa Joshua and Jordan Thomas for
Academic and Vocational Commitment to Excellence, presented with a two hundred pound
cheque by the representative for Solomon &
Company, Anya Williams.
A vote of thanks was given by the Student
President, Lizemarie Robbertse, and closing
remarks were made by Colin Moore, Director of Education and Employment. The whole
school led by the PAS choir sung the PAS song
before retiring for refreshments in the foyer.

In the cold light of day if the crew on St Helena can’t agree with SMRL that is their prerogative, but they are fast losing faith with
the public. The public paid for the Extractor.
It is not a toy for random trips to the fishing grounds. It is an island asset that needs to
make the island money.
As an unproductive asset it essentially costs
St Helena money. Those costs are not just
the initial outlay but accumulative cost for
standing time in James Bay. If there is not a
solution soon would it not be better to seek a
professional crew from offshore, so that they
can work the boat and start earning the island
money.
This should be done anyway as a vessel like
the Extractor needs to be working 24hr a day
seven days a week to maximize productivity. Two crews would keep it fishing and a
healthy competitive spirit could grow between the crews pushing them on to further
successes.
There may be an outcry that Saints are not
working the boat if an off shore crew were
sought. But who would be making the outcry? Does the Saint in the street care if the
vessel is worked by a Saint crew, or if it is
earning money for St Helena? The seven
weeks while the Extractor has not been fishing has cost the people of the island money.
It was the population who stumped up the
cash for the purchase of the Extractor and as
Saints paid for it they should expect it to be
out working for them.
South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens,
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

Prince Andrew School
students recieving awards
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YOUR LETTERS/NOTICE BOARD
Dear Editor
Our Mum (Laura Francis)’s Dying Wish
Our Mother, Laura Francis, sadly passed away
on 4 August 2010. Before she died she begged
us to do something, because she knew that her
suffering could have been prevented if she had
been diagnosed and treated in the professional
manner that one would expect from the medical services. In the hope that no one else would
suffer like she did, she asked us to challenge
the Government in St Helena so that the treatment of patients on the Island would be investigated and improved.
She said, “I don’t want anyone to go through
what I’ve been through”.
We took it up with the Local MP for Swindon, in the UK who forwarded our concerns
to the relevant Ministers in the British Government. We received a letter confirming that

they would look into the medical services in St
Helena with the aim of improving the quality
of the services by 2016.
After 4 years of legal negotiations, it has been
admitted by the relevant authorities that serious mistakes were made with our Mum’s diagnosis and treatment. Poor decision making
by some of the doctors on the Island at that
time i.e. between April 2009 and August 2010,
caused our Mum much unnecessary distress
and suffering. In our opinion, the poor decision making cost her the opportunity of a longer life.
We are aware that there are others that have
suffered losses of family members where it
was suspected that the final goodbye may have
been significantly delayed if it had been handled differently. Our thoughts and sympathies
go out to all of you as we know what it feels

like to lose a loved one prematurely.
We hope that our fight for acknowledgement
of the mistakes that were made with our Mum
will make a positive contribution towards raising awareness of the importance of good quality medical services on St. Helena so that all
who live, work and visit here can have peace
of mind that when they need medical attention
they will be treated professionally.
Please note that this is not a reflection on the
current team of medical professionals on the
island. The mistakes that we refer to above,
were made over five years ago with a totally
different group of doctors.
Sincerely
Larry, Linda, Vilma, Simon, Timmy and
Delma (sons and daughters of the late Laura Francis)

Congratulations to local Electricians
Enterprise St Helena in partnership with Life Long Learning, Connect St Helena LTD and Electrol would like
to congratulate all 14 electricians who recently sat and passed their theory and pracƟcal exams in
City & Guilds 17th EdiƟon Wiring RegulaƟons. Our very best wishes for now and the future.
Students were:

x
x
x
x
x

John Green
Anders Bowers
Denzil Fowler
Anthony Thomas
Brian Yon

x
x
x
x
x

Adrian Crowley
Phillip Robinson
Stuart Yon
Raymond Yon
Neil George.

x
x
x
x

Patrick Yon
Mark Simon
Merrill Moyce
Carl Buckley

Up-skilling the community is a key part of the island’s objecƟve to enable us to take advantage of the
economic opportuniƟes that are becoming available through air access and to enhance our quality of
services.
Would you like to learn more? Call ESH on 22920 or Lifelong Learning on 22607

BASIL AND BARBARA GEORGE
Send their Greetings
To
FRIENDS AND FAMILY HERE AND ABROAD

For

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS
And

A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 2015

Correction:
In last week’s Sentinel p. 2 we referred to
Roads Manger Ben Hathway as
Ben Hathaway. Apologies to Mr Hathway.

6

www.sams.sh

Thursday 11 December 2014 | THE SENTINEL

ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Christmas Time is Here Again
Primary Schools Advent Services a Seasonal Success
Anne Clarke, SAMS

T

he three primary schools, St Pauls, Pilling
and Harford, are always recognised this time
of year for putting on a good show. This year
was no exception. On Friday 5 December Pilling Primary School presented ‘Children of the
World’ at St James Church. The musical told
the story of how children in different cultures
around the world celebrate Christmas. Children dressed in costumes that portrayed what
different children around the world would
wear in the festive season. There was an extraordinary performance with, children speaking Chinese, French and other languages from
around the world.

On Sunday 7 December, St Paul’s Primary School held their Advent Service at St
Paul’s Cathedral. The well-attended service began with a welcome from the Bishop. The Nursery and Reception pupils then took a turn to sing their well-rehearsed
Christmas songs. Year 1 and 2 followed before the grand finale, featuring a musical,
‘The Sleepy Stargazer’. There was also a solo in Swedish, sung by Malva Akaberi
and a song by the year 5 and 6 pupils, ‘Douce Nuit’, which was performed in French.

On Tuesday 9 December Harford Primary School
held their Advent service at St Mathews Church
at 7pm. The highlight of the service was the
Musical production The Right Shepherds. The
Archangel Gabriel and his choir of angels were
on a mission to tell the Shepherd’s some amazing news; the trouble is finding the ‘Right Shepherds’. The production involved all Key Stage I
and 2 pupils.
Before the show the Reception class and five
Year 1 pupils acted out the story of the First
Christmas to the delight of the audience. The service was interspersed with lively congregational
carols which got everyone in to the Christmas
spirit. A blessing by Father John and comments
by the Headteacher concluded the evening.
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C is for the Christ Child
Pilling Primary Bring the Christmas Spirit to Jamestown
Liam Yon, SAMS

Shoppers and workers in lower
Jamestown
were treated to the sweet sounds of carolling from The Canister
on Tuesday, courtesy of Pilling Primary School.
Students dressed in red and Santa hats and, along with some staff, belted out
a few Christmas favourites like ‘I saw mummy kissing Santa Claus’ and ‘C is
for the Christ Child.’ Many people in the street stopped to admire the young voices
and some even joined in with a few familiar songs.

“We are Going to Have a Very Good Service”
SHG Confident of an Ocean Service Provider Post Air Service
Current Ocean Freight Service
provider, RMS St Helena, offloading

Liam Yon, SAMS

I

n May 2014 SHG asked for expressions
of interest from suitably qualified and experienced organisations interested in providing
an ocean freight solution to the island post air
service. Since then there have been visits from
three potential ocean freight service providers
following face to face meetings in London in
August this year.
Earlier this week SHG issued an invitation
to tender (ITT) to those companies following
their requests for additional information. “This
is a crucial stage,” said SHG Shipping Officer, Dax Richards, “the ITT will now bring together all of the information into a full blown
detailed proposal on which we will actually
evaluate the bids.”
Tenders will close at the end of January 2015
before a best and final offer stage takes place.
This is in order to meet the time-stamp for the
signing of a contract which is set at mid-2015.
“Based on what we’ve done so far and based
on the interest we have received,” said Dax,
“we are pretty confident that we are going to
have a very good service that represents fairly
good value for money for St Helena.”

It is hoped that a service will also be provided
to Ascension Island as an add-on to the proposed St Helena service. “We are very much
interested in providing a service to Ascension,” said Dax, “but we have to make it very
clear that it is going to be on a full cost recov-

ery basis. St Helena can’t afford to subsidise
any freight to Ascension.”
Following the contract signing the chosen
company will have about a year to mobilise in
readiness to commence the new shipping service around June 2016.

8

www.sams.sh

Thursday 11 December 2014 | THE SENTINEL

NOTICE BOARD

Mobile Banking December 2014
Bank of St Helena would like to advise the public that Mobile Banking will take place again as of
Monday , 15 December 2014 in the following areas:

Cashiers Office at ANRD Scotland
HTH Supermarket
Longwood Supermarket

Monday, 15th December, 09:30 - 12:30pm
Wednesday, 17th December, 09:30 - 13:00pm
Friday, 19th December 09.30 - 14:30pm

Save yourself the trip into Jamestown, have all your bills paid, make a withdrawal or a deposit,
request the balance of your account, set up your standing order, submit your remittance requests,
you can even open a new account. Statement Prints are also available
All of this and much more from your nearest Mobile Banking Station..

Head Office: Market Street · Jamestown · St. Helena · South Atlantic · STHL 1ZZ
Tel: +290 2390 · Fax: +290 2553 · e-mail: info@sainthelenabank.com · web: www.sainthelenabank.com
Established and regulated in St. Helena under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008 the Company Ordinance, 2004 and the Company Regulations, 2004

LPG GAS BOMB REFILLING SERVICE
OVER THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD
Solomon and Company

St Paul’s Cathedral
Saturday,
20th December
5 – 6 pm

wishes to advise LPG customers of the following times for
the refilling of Gas Bombs at the Hutt’s Gate Store over the
Christmas period.
Thursday 18 December 2014 - From 11am – 1pm.
Tuesday, 23 December 2014 - From 11am – 1pm.
Monday, 29 December 2014 - From 10am - 12pm.

Music for Christmas

For further information on our

By Instrumental players, Vocalz,
singers & drama from PAS Performing
Arts students.

during block leave please call Jacqueline Anthony at our
Jamestown Fuel Station on telephone number 22259.

Free entry. Donations to Cathedral
fund and PAS Music Education Fund.

All are very welcome

LPG Refilling Service

All LPG customers are reminded that 14kg gas cylinders
will be available through the Company’s outlets at Sandy
Bay, Silver Hill and Half Tree Hollow should your cylinder
run out over the Christmas holidays.
Normal services for the refilling of Gas Bombs will resume
from Thursday, 8th January 2015.
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End of Year Splash

Primary Schools Come Together for
a Fun Day Anne Clarke, SAMS

Fun in the sun for primary schools

L

ower Jamestown was overflowing with the
sounds of laughter and splashing on Friday.
The three Primary Schools, Pilling, St Pauls
and Harford came together for a Fun Day. The
schools occupied the swimming pool through
to the Mule Yard with many activities laid on
for the children to enjoy.
Teacher, Mr Steve Plato told SAMS, the rea-

son for the fun day; “the pool hasn’t been
open in order for the children to practice for
their swimming gala. We decided to have a fun
day for them anyway,” said Mr Plato.
In order to accommodate the three primary
schools, the swimming pool was divided
into three sections, based on the ability of the
swimmers. The baby pool was occupied by the

nursery and reception children who took turns
to enjoy the pool. The children also had the
option to have a run-around in the Mule Yard
and have a turn on a Bouncy Castle.
All of the children appear to have had a fantastic day, there was lots of ice lollies and cold
drinks floating around, “it’s been a successful
day,” said Mr Plato.

The Enormous Beetroot
Leslie Bennett Produces Champion Beetroot
out of Jamestown Soil Anne Clarke, SAMS

R
etired, amateur gardener, Leslie Bennett, was
delighted on Sunday when he harvested beetroots he

Leslie Bennett, giant beetroot grower

has been nurturing. After cutting away the leaves, the
largest weighed a massive 2lb 10ozs. The beetroot
was grown at the back of his residence at the top end
of Napoleon Street.
Mr Bennett told The Sentinel that the ground is not
particularly good but nevertheless it produced the biggest beetroot he has ever seen. Next door neighbour,
Geoffrey Essex said, “It just goes to show what can be
achieved.” The beetroot may not be the biggest ever
produced in St Helena but the jubilant Mr Bennett felt
victorious anyway because he had grown his vegetables in very poor Jamestown hillside soil.
Mr Bennett has been living in Napoleon Street since
retiring there from the UK a little over a year ago.
Passers-by since then have shot admiring glances
towards the produce, mainly flowers, growing in his
front garden not knowing a beetroot of immense proportions would emerge from the back.
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LAND FOR SALE

Available for sale is one Acre of land at Thompsons Wood suitable for Tourism Development
including a Commercial Camp Site, B&B, Arable Farming, or Tunnel Farming
This land has its own gated access has a water line running along the perimeter fence
and a Mains Transformer also in very close proximity.
Interested persons in the sale of this land can contact Stedson Francis in person
or on Telephone 00 290 24270 or on email stedson.francis@helanta.co.sh

ISLAND CHILDREN’S
STORIES
Pepper Tree and Banyan Tree
by Basil George
Now available on AMAZON
with colour illustrations by
Luke Bennett and Emma-Jay Constantine
A little girl once said: “When you grow little
you can play with me”.

The “Tree” stories
are written to give Island
children a sense of identity, of belonging.
They can also appeal to adults who
want to “ grow little”

2onMain Training Restaurant Opening & Closing Times
Christmas / New Year 2014/15
Wednesday 24th December

Closed

Thursday 25th December

Closed

Friday 26th December

Closed

Tuesday 30th December

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Wednesday 31st December

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Thursday 1st January

Closed

Friday 2nd January

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Saturday 3rd January

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Tuesday 06th January

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Wednesday 07th January

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Thursday 08th January

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Friday 09th January

Open 11.00am to 3.30pm for light meals

Normal Opening Times Week Commencing Monday 12th January 2015
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday Evenings
Seating Bookings 6pm to 7.30pm

For further information please call 22110
We would like to wish all our
Customers & Suppliers
A Very Merry Christmas &

A Happy Healthy New Year.

The Economic Development Group | Head Ofic| ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill
Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh
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Have a Merry, Legal Christmas!
Police Directorate Starts Christmas
Trinity Road Safety Campaign
Liam Yon, SAMS

T

PC Jane John at police headquarters

he St Helena Police Directorate has, from 1 December, started a road
safety campaign labelled the ‘Christmas Trinity.’ During the campaign the
police will have three main focuses: Identifying and prosecuting persons
driving over the prescribed limit; conducting checks on vehicles to ensure
they are in a roadworthy condition; ensuring the free flow of traffic in built up
areas and dealing with inconsiderate parking.
It is no secret that the level of alcohol consumption increases during the festive period as there will be more events, such as office parties, taking place.
Driving while under the influence of alcohol can have detrimental effects
on the body, for example, slowed reactions and impaired vision. The police
advise any driver to either hire a taxi or ensure there is a designated driver
whenever they attend an event where they plan to have a few drinks.
Another increase during the festive period is vehicle parking, especially in
Jamestown. Inconsiderate parking can be an inconvenience to other drivers
and pedestrians. As well as parking, the flow of traffic through Jamestown
will increase, upping the risk of accidents between two vehicles or a vehicle
and a pedestrian. The police will do whatever they can to ensure the free flow
of traffic and will have the safety of the public in mind.
The police stress that their mission is to ensure everyone has an enjoyable but
safe festive season.

Carols on Rosemary Plain
Edging Nearer to Christmas

O

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

n Sunday 8 December on Rosemary Plain there was brilliant sunshine and a good turnout for those eager to participate in traditional Advent
activities were perfect ingredients for joyous carolling. Approximately 90 people were present.
Lieutenant Coral Yon led the carol singing and the 10 strong Salvation Army Band was in good form throughout. The programme included well
known carols, bible readings, poems, messages and Coral Yon read the biblical Christmas Story which is found in Luke chapter 2 verses 1-20.
When children were called forward, Qhi Sim-Green and Charlotte Day braved the challenge to sing the well known, Away in a Manger. The final
carol, Silent Night, before the band playing We Wish You a Merry Christmas, ended this leg of the advent programme.
Sweets and chocolates on offer rounded off a much enjoyed Sunday afternoon.
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Renewable Energy Record - 33.6% in November 2014

FY2001
FY2002
FY2003
FY2004
FY2005
FY2006
FY2007
FY2008
FY2009
FY2010
FY2011
FY2012
FY2013
FY2014

November marked another milestone in the renewable journey with a new record of 33.6% of the
islands electricity demand being supplied from renewable sources. Combined with the previous
months the year to date figure is 22% so we are a couple of percent above our budget. So what does
this mean? Firstly our green credentials are now world class, important for an aspiring high end
tourist destination. The more immediate benefit
Fuel Efficiency (2006 Benchmark)
is reduction in fuel cost. I used the graph below
30%
recently to describe the combined effects of all
fuel efficiency measures. With the last couple of
20%
month’s results we now have even better
10%
numbers and are using 30% less fuel to generate
0%
each unit of electricity than in 2006. DfID provides
subsidy to the island, these improvements in
efficiency mean we require £0.6 Million less than
we would without them. What happens to the
saving is outside of our control but it gives increased scope during SHG’s budgeting process for funds
to be directed to other priority areas, which is better for us than it going overseas to the oil barons.
People often ask exactly how renewable energy reduces costs. The simple answer is that as the wind
blows or the sun shines the diesel generators do less work. The graphs illustrate:

Electricity Generation FY2013
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The first graph is for the last financial year and the graph below is this year. The spotty portion of the
bars are the units generated by diesel, the diagonal stripes show the wind contribution and the tiny
bit at the top shows what we currently get from the small solar installations.
What do the graphs tell us?

Electricity Generation FY2014
1,000,000
900,000
800,000
700,000
600,000
500,000
400,000
300,000
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100,000
0
Apr-14 May-14 Jun-14 Jul-14 Aug-14 Sep-14 Oct-14 Nov-14 Dec-14 Jan-15 Feb-15 Mar-15
Units Generated Diesel

Units Generated Wind

Units Generated Solar

Firstly the quantity of electricity supplied is about the same this year compared to last. The
interesting feature is how the expanding stripy (wind) portion of the graph is compressing the spotty
(diesel) section. If we compare this November to last the same amount of electricity was consumed
but this year we paid for the diesel to generate 600,000 units compared to last year where we paid
for the fuel to generate an additional 200,000 units.
What happens next?
Over the next few months wind yield will reduce because the weather will be calmer, this gives
opportunity to maintain the turbines that have had a good few months of hard work. Looking
forward to next year when we commission the new solar farm the tiny section at the top of the graph
will expand. Assuming demand remains constant the expanded top (solar) section pushes down on
the stripy (wind) middle section, since the load on the diesel generators is further reduced they
throttle back and the spotty (diesel) bottom section reduces in size, and so does the fuel bill leaving
SHG with more cash to allocate elsewhere during their budgeting exercise.

Barry Hubbard – CEO Connect Saint Helena Ltd.
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LIFESTYLE & CULTURE
Dieter with his film equipment at the Castle Gardens

“SAINTS”

A Filmmaker’s View

hasn’t always been easy; especially as I was
very convinced that I wanted to keep a balance
between developing my own work and earning
enough money to get by. The choice to spend
the majority of my time in London didn’t als a filmmaker I’m driven by curiosity for ways make things easier.
human life, a chance to get a glimpse into the As many of you may know by now, over the
lives of many different people. In documen- past three months I have been developing a
tary there is no script, there’s just the richness documentary film entitled “Saints.” This will
of reality and the possibility of finding things be my first feature documentary film and
is currently supported by the Flemish Film
out. It is that possibility that I aspire to.
I started making documentaries about nine Council. Since my arrival, I have been exploryears ago, half of these were spent in Uni- ing the island through its residents trying to
versity and since my graduation I’ve been understand what their dreams and fears are for
developing a career as a freelance filmmaker. the future. Many of you have kindly invited
The path to becoming a sustainable filmmaker me into your homes and have been incredibly
supportive of the project.
Over the past few months I
Dieter Deswarte
have captured your lives from
the workplace to the home. I’ve
spoken with many of you about
the changes that are going to
happen but perhaps most about
the changes that have already
happened. In this short article I
wanted to seize the opportunity
to share what I’ve learned from
my brief stay on the island.
St-Helena is a beautiful island,
with a great sense of history and
a community that many people
elsewhere will envy. With over
80 charitable organisations for
approximately 4000 islanders
St-Helena’s community proves
to be robust. Family play a key
Dieter Deswarte, Filmmaker

A

role in the social structure and people tend to
take more care of one another. Most people
feel safe and free, which is incredibly rare. The
isolation protects the island from the outside
world but also has a drawback.
For many years I feel the island has been a
little forgotten by its mother country. With
the airport coming many things are starting
to change as St-Helena won’t be able to hide
anymore behind that big blue horizon. A lot of
changes today are positive and I’ve met wonderful and passionate people who’ve come
here to dedicate themselves to help this small
community prepare for a whole new future.
However, many changes are overdue and perhaps should have been made years ago. Mistakes, which are inevitable, and false promises in the past have left many Saints feeling
frustrated, with little trust in decision making.
Who could blame them? Every few years they
see new people arriving who earn up to ten
times as much as them and few have been able
to affect change. Saints wages are still low and
the cost of living is on the increase, making
life for the ones who have less more challenging.
I wish nothing more for the island to be on the
Vanguard of a new economic era, for prosperity, happiness and equality for the people who
live on it. However, I often fear it will fall
victim to an outside world where inequality
seems to be widespread. But I don’t despair as
I trust the wonderful community here to stick
together and prove me wrong when I return in
ten years time to complete the second part of
my film.
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TIME OUT

COFFEE
BREAK
HUMOUR

wo old ladies, Marie and Edith, were out driving in a large car. Both
could barely see over the dashboard.
As they were cruising along they came to an intersection. The stoplight was
red but they just went on through.
Edith, in the passenger seat, thought to herself, “I must be losing it; I could
have sworn we just went through a red light.”
After a few more minutes they came to another intersection and the light
was red again and again they went right though.
This time Edith was almost sure that the light had been red but was really
concerned that she was losing it.
She was getting nervous and decided to pay very close attention to the road
and the next intersection to see what was going on.
At the next intersection, sure enough, the light was definitely red and they
went right through and she turned to Marie and said, “Marie! Did you know
we just ran through three red lights in a row! You could have killed us!”
Marie turned to her and said, “Oh, am I driving?”

CRAZY MAZE

Find your way through this ‘Crazy Maze.’ Enter through the gap at the left and
work your way through to the middle. Good Luck!

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from this time last year
Bearing the full brunt of the midday sun, visiting TV documentary presenter, adventurer and
motivational speaker Sally Kettle climbed the 699 steps of Jacob’s Ladder on Saturday. A small
contingent of Brownies and Girl Guides as well as Donald Stevens answered Sally’s public appeal
and accompanied her on the ascent; which was filmed for the documentary.

Frank Sinatra (1915-1998)
Singer - 12 Dec

Enterprise St Helena (ESH) have installed a telescope at the top of Jacobs Ladder. The first
tourist to use the new telescope was Iain Hespe, a yachtsman visiting St Helena. Tourism Manager, Merrill Joshua, was inspecting the new installation when Iain completed his climb of Jacobs
Ladder.

Jamie Foxx (47)
Actor - 13 Dec

Skittles: Bandits make off with silverware. Chris Furniss’ 83, leads Bandits to knock out victory
and clean sweep in Jamestown skittles competition.

PEOPLE

Famous Birthdays
11 Dec - 17 Dec

... Things I
Enjoy Doing

Taylor Swift (25)
Singer - 13 Dec

Vanessa Hudgens (27)
Actor - 14 Dec
Dynamo (32)
Magician - 17 Dec

DID YOU KNOW...
• An octopus pupil is a rectangular shape

1. Playing the
piano and organ
in church
2. Getting
dressed up.
3. Going to Work

Annalise Thomas
If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements.
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only
print 1 per week! Email: news@sams.sh with subject heading, top 3.

• The hyoid bone in your throat is the only bone in
your body not attached to any other
• The Australian aircraft carrier QANTAS stands for
Queensland and Northern Territories Aerial Service
• There are only four words in the English language
which end in ‘dous’ (they are: hazardous, horren
dous, stupendous and tremendous)
• The oldest word in the English language is ‘town’
• Cats can’t move their jaw sideways
• Grapes can explode when you put them in
the microwave
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NOTICE BOARD
Menu for the next two Weeks :
STARTERS AND SMALL PLATES
Basket of Breads

£2.50

Homemade Soup of the Day

£2.50

Chicken Liver & Port Pate on Crostini with Beetroot Salad

£3.50

King Prawn Cocktail with Marie Rose Sauce

£5.50

MAIN DISHES

2onMain Training Restaurant is open on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings
Seating bookings from
6:00pm to 7:30pm.

Braised Rump of Beef “Bourguignonne”

£13.50

Crisp Breast of Duck with Pumpkin Cinnamon Puree

£14.50

Local Fish of the Day with Sauce Vierge

£7.50

South African Roti with Chickpea Curry & Garnishes

£5.50

DESSERTS

2onMain has £10, £20 & £40
Gift Vouchers for meals in the Training Restaurant.

Christmas Pudding & Boozy Cream

£3.00

2 Mince Pies with Cream

£2.50

St Helena Coffee Pannacotta with Citrus Fruit Compote

£3.00

Petit Four Plate of Chocolate Truffles and Cookies

£2.50

To Make a booking please call 22110
The Economic Development Group | Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill
Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh

PUBLIC NOTICE
Corporate Finance requires an Accounts Executive to work in
their Accounting Services Section.
RUDOLF AND FRIENDS HAVE ARRIVED IN TOWN!!
THEY ARE IN THE ART & CRAFTS CENTRE….AND WITH THEM
ARE HIGH QUALITY “UNIQUELY SAINT” GIFTS

ADDITIONAL OPENING TIMES FOR DECEMBER:
WEDNESDAYS 10.00AM TO 1.00PM
& SATURDAY EVENINGS 6.30PM TO 8.30PM.
OPEN ON CHRISTMAS EVE 10.00AM TO 12 NOON.
A & C are pleased to support the Making Ends Meet
iniƟaƟve to find presents for children in need– come in ,
take a card and find a present.
“Jack and the Beanstalk” Ɵckets on sale.
SUPPORT LOCAL ARTISTS & CRAFTERS BUY YOUR GIFTS AT THE ART & CRAFTS CENTRE
If you’d like a “Rudolf “, order one now at the A&C.

The Accounts Executive will have the opportunity to contribute
to the effective operations of the financial and payroll systems.
This diverse role includes data entry, monitoring of transactions
and assisting with the preparation of financial statements for the
St Helena Government.
Applicants will be effective team players. They will have at least
1 year of recent experience in an accounting environment and be
committed to developing knowledge and skills.
Salary for the post commences at £6,869 annum.
For further details about the post, contact Jane Augustus,
Accounting Technician on telephone number 22470 or e-mail:
jane@sainthelena.gov.sh.
The closing date for applications is no later than 4pm on Friday, 19
December 2014. Application forms can be obtained from
Corporate Human Resources and Corporate Finance and should be
submitted through Directors, where applicable, to Jackie Moyce,
Corporate Human Resources, The Castle or e-mail
hro.generalist@sainthelena.gov.sh.
Corporate Services

5 December 2014
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SCHOOL PAGE

Pilling Primary School Page
Y
r 5/6 have been working on writing good
story openings. English lessons were linked

with the history topic on the Boers. Pupils
were fascinated with the story of the escape
of Boer prisoner Andries Smorenburg, who
fashioned a crate for himself, marked “Curios
Only”, and “mailed” himself from Saint Helena on a passing ship.
After a visit to Deadwood Plain to experience
the extreme weather, pupils had to imagine
what it must have been like for the Boer prisoners. Do enjoy reading some of the opening
paragraphs of their stories.

Boom!

Shattering the wonderful silence, a single gunshot, followed by
a hollow cry of agony woke me from my
troubled sleep.
“My God what a year,” I said to myself as
I lay quivering in my unacceptable small
tent. I am not going to have this so called
house as a graveyard,” I exclaimed. “I need
to set sail.”
Then, another echo from a gun, riffled
through the ghostly fog and yet another
scream from a young man filtered into the
air as he crumbled to the ground. The deep
voice of the rebel guard silenced all the
people, when the misty morning of death
crept up on the prisoner yard. But I didn’t
know what kind of morning this was. It was
a ghostly graveyard. -Ethan Johnson

G

hostly white fog slithered into my incomplete tent. A microscopic shaft of light shone
through my non-existent door. The once green
grass now tinged with brown. The whistle of
the flexible wind lashing against a tundra of
tents. A scream, a gunshot and just one thump,
that’s victim number…Four.

Anxiously I sat in the corner of my compacted tent gazing at the heavens through
my slightly blurred window thinking about
the fourth death I had witnessed. I had
mainly being focused on being scared…but
suddenly with one raise of a fist I swore that
I would escape.
-Ronaldo Johnson

BANG!

As gun shots echoed on yet another silent night, I was brutally awoken from my deep sleep
becoming fearful and frightened. Was it just another warning shot? A long silence followed,
allowing me to drift back to sleep.
I was dreaming how to get out of this risky place. -Tia Williams

Just as I was walking by, a chill rolled up my
neck. Then I heard a loud bang and ran as fast
as I could. I quickly jumped into my tent and
ducked under the blanket. Without warning a

Iwhon thesurvived
middle of nowhere there is a soldier
the Boer assault and his name
is... Matthew
I was lying down quietly in my ragged tin hut
until BANG! The powerful echo of a single rifle shot followed by a shriek, pierced the night
silence. I was scared that my tin hut would collapse in the suicidal storms.
“God, these people are mad, I mean who does
this? They shoot guns in the night and make
you bath in a tin basin. I need to escape this

blistering, hurtling, galloping wind rushed
through my tent knocking me sideways. That
was it, I had had enough of the madness. Bathing in a tin tub in front of everyone and being
laughed at, being awoken each night by gunshots. I needed to get off this despicable island
even if I died trying. My thoughts were interrupted by the ghostly pale but billowing fog
that began to roll in. - Jamie Peters
hole called St Helena.”
The next morning I plotted escape. I decided I would escape in a crate on the ship
SS Goth, to a nearby island. There would
however be some problems to work through
first. How would I craft a crate and how
would I get onto the ship anyway?
-Matthew Stevenson

M
onths of desperation. The dusty windows
of my galvanised hut were like moss clinging Days and days in a chamber of white
Hundreds of torpid outdated men sleepto neglected trees. A slight pitch of light re- smoke listening to gun shots. Starving, half
ing their dozy heads off, snoring louder than
minded me that another day was looming. As
the cold breeze rapidly shot through my nonexistent door, I suddenly found myself drifting
back to sleep. A few minutes later a blast of
gun shots woke me back up, I was terrified.
Taking a small step out of my hut, I saw a
dead prisoner of war. Was it a sign or was he
desperate to die?
I was fed up and wished I hadn’t fought in that
stupid war. I longed to be home with my family. I was desperate to leave this haunted island.
-Gemma Thomas

T

he daunting fog rolled in as our once
white tents fluttered in the brutal wind. The
ground was drenched in rain and mud and the
prisoners outside almost sightless. A ghoulish shadow stood behind my tent, snapping
my concentration. An agitating shot boomed,
the shadow dropped to the floor and was catapulted into a world of pain. A chill went up
my neck, like electricity running through me.
Just another day in agony, life was an absolute nightmare. What had I done to deserve
this?

beaten and fed up, still all I want is to get out
of this prison camp. As I dug into my slumber, a slithering chill crept up my spine. I felt
depressed like there was a shadow living in
my lonesome heart. In next door’s tin hut I
could hear soft but stifled weeping . I knew
how they felt, it was like their sadness was
inside me. Then suddenly I realised the only
way to live a true life was to escape but if
only I knew how to escape. - Liana Crowie

Esmund was seventeen. He did not want
to go to war in the first place but he had to,
he knew that he had to, he knew that he had
to fight for his people, fight for what he believed in and yet here he was on the island
of St Helena, wasting away in a rugged,
freezing tent on Deadwood Plain. He hated
Bang! Another innocent man dead. I lay there
motionless and miserable, missing my family,
alone and unhappy. Another gunshot, another
scream. Would this ever end? I don’t think
I could stand another day of this torment, I
must escape but how? - Katie Williams

a horse. Pitch black skies full of thousands
of beaming gold stars. Then without even the
slightest warning the rain came pelting down
faster than a bullets. Everyone who was still
awake quickly stumbled back into worn out
makeshift tents. The prisoners who earned
small amounts of money were able to buy
cloth and other stuff to make their tents warmer. For some of us there was barely enough
food and water to survive. - Lawrence Day
it but what could he do? Today Esmund had
been sitting idly in his tent all day listening
to the ear-splitting sounds of the howling
wind, when suddenly there was a single rifle
shot. A shiver ran down his spine. He had a
lot of guesses of what must have happened
but only one scared him. Before he could
think of it there was another shot, closer this
time. He thought it was awkward that he had
not heard any cries of agony after the shots,
but then he saw and understood why. There,
leaning motionless against his tent was the
shape of a man with a long thick trail leading
away from his body. “That’s it,” he muttered
“I’m getting out of here.” - Malachy Graham
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NOTICE BOARD

SAMS
RADIO 1

Edith and Nigel Dollery of
New Ground will not be
sending Christmas cards this
year. They have/will make
donations to local charities.
102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz They wish you all a happy
Christmas and a prosperous
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh
New Year.

CONTACT THE SHOW

To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or
email: news@sams.sh. You can also contact us via our
Facebook page - just visit the SAMS website, www.sams.
sh, click the Facebook link at the top right of every page.

St Helena News: Monday to Fridays at
7am, 10am, 12noon, 5pm, 7pm & 10pm
also at 3am & 5am Tuesday to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon
Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7am to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
12.00pm: St Helena News, public service announcements and notice board.
Repeated at midnight everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am. Repeated on Saturday at 6.00pm,
Monday at 7.30pm & Wednesday at 12.15pm.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Selection of recorded interviews and programmes from the week, mixed with easy listening
sounds for a chilled out Sunday.

ON

O
MUD ON THE
TIRE
K STIRES
BAC

IN CONVERSATION
Every week day at 5:30pm or 7.30pm
Another chance to hear interviews that made the news
during last week and also this week

RADIO SPORTS ARENA
Monday, 5.30pm, review of the week’s sporting action, local & international. Repeats will be Tuesday at
10.30am and 10.15pm and Friday at 8.30pm.

PAS SHOW - ‘News & Views’
Mondays. after 7pm news & notice board.
Replayed Fridays, after 10am news & notice board.

GOSPEL FM
Every Second Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of childrens’
feature followed by 90 mins of gospel music.

POT LUCK
Every second Sunday, 7.30 - 9.30pm
Stedson Francis plays a mixture of middle of the
road easy listening music, interspersed with local and
international history.

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am
Presented by Helen Wallis and John Woollacott. Catch
up on the latest chart music. Repeated Wednesday
8.30pm, Thursday 12.15pm and Saturday 1.00pm
BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

Sylvia Buckley
will have a

Variety of Pot Plants
on Sale in the Market,
Jamestown, this coming
Friday 12th December
from 7.30 am

Let the people sing!
The Gettogethers’ Orchestra with guest singers will host a

programme of Christmas songs and carols
at the Mule Yard on Sunday 14th December starting at 8.30pm.
All are welcome. A collection will be taken in aid of Orchestra funds.
VACANCY FOR
AUDIT MANAGERS
Salary range £13,760 to £22,037 per annum plus a non-pensionable allowance of up to
£12,000 depending upon qualifications and experience
The Office of the Chief Auditor is seeking to recruit two Audit Managers with specific
leadership responsibilities within the Saint Helena Audit Service.
The Senior Audit Manager (Grade F) will manage the operations of the St Helena Audit
Service with prime responsibility for the planning and delivery of financial audits in
accordance with International Standards on Auditing. Candidates will be a qualified
accountant (CCAB) with recent managerial experience in external audit conforming to
International Standards on Auditing.
The Audit Manager (Grade E) will contribute to the management of the Service with prime
responsibility for the planning and delivery of performance audits designed to assess
arrangements to secure value for money in the use of resources. Candidates will be a
qualified accountant (CCAB) with recent managerial or supervisory experience in external
audit including the planning and conduct of performance audit or advisory engagements.
We are looking for talented managers who can plan and deliver audit engagements in
accordance with professional standards which meet client expectations and develop audit
team members. In addition to the applicable salary a non-pensionable allowance of up to
£12,000 per annum may be payable depending upon qualifications and experience.
Job profiles and application forms are available on our website at www.audit.gov.sh or from
the Saint Helena Audit Service, Post Office Building, Jamestown, St Helena Island and must
be submitted by e-mail to the Chief Auditor phil.sharman@sainthelena.gov.sh
by no later than 4pm on Monday 15 December 2014.
Interviews will be held for shortlisted candidates in January 2015.
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Ian Rummery Resigns from the CPA
Questions Whether Councillors at CPA Conferences are Value for Money
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

C
ouncillor Ian Rummery has resigned from
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA.) He told The Sentinel he personally
cannot see a huge value in councillors attending CPA conferences overseas.
Councillors join the CPA by default when
elected to Legislative Council. “I certainly
don’t want to make much of an issue out of
it, other than within the new constitution there
is the right to withdraw from any organisation
and I’ve chosen to withdraw,” Mr Rummery
said.
When asked for reasons, Mr Rummery said, “I
personally don’t have a great deal of time for
the Commonwealth; it is a relic of the British
Empire.” Technically the Council is a parliament because they pass laws but councillors
mostly work similarly to local government.
“We are centrally funded by DfID, that’s very
similar to where local government is centrally
funded in the UK.”
St Helena’s voice is heard at CPA conferences
overseas, “but what economic or other benefits it brings I’m not so sure of,” Mr Rummery

said. Attending local government conferences
may be more useful.
He wanted to make very clear that some conferences such as the Joint Ministerial Conference are very important, vital for development
and should be attended. “That’s a completely
different thing altogether because we have a
close relationship with the UK Government,”
said Mr Rummery and added that, the CPA is
the parliament of Commonwealth countries,
i.e. Australia, Canada, Pakistan, Nigeria.
Councillor Derek Thomas will attend CPA Executive Committee meetings overseas twice
yearly; Mr Rummery was invited to comment.
“The fact that I have resigned from the CPA
probably shows I don’t have a huge amount of
faith I suppose. My fellow councillors and I’m
quite sure Derek, believe there is much to be
gained from those CPA things and I certainly
wish them well in their endeavours. It’s not for
me to comment.”
“People have different views,” Mr Rummery
said, “I certainly don’t wish to make any disparaging comments about the CPA or about
my colleagues who go to conferences and I
would fully support them as a colleague in
anything they go to.”

Councillor
Ian Rummery
Mr Rummery supposed he could attend local
CPA meetings without committing to going
overseas but would rather not sit in a meeting
he did not believe in.
An issue that people raised with him before
and after joining the council was councillors’ considerable time spent overseas. “Are
we getting value for money?” Mr Rummery
asked. “I guess my point is not necessarily so.”

Counting
Sheep

The census has previously been held every
three years, but the Senior Veterinary Officer,
Joe Hollins, told The Sentinel to, “drive agriculture forward and improve productivity”
they needed to perform a census more frequently than every three years. It was decided
that making the census an annual event would
be a “burden” on those involved.
Mr Hollins said that owners with only a couple
of animals will be able to complete the form on
their doorstep when the form is being handed
out. The forms will be handed out before the
14th so those who fill it out straight away will
be
estimating the number of animals they are
Richard Wallis & August Graham, SAMS
likely to have on that date. Mr Hollins said that
the census is held in December as a number
of animals are slaughtered at Christmas, so the
he veterinary services at Scotland are total animal population drops in the New Year.
commencing their biannual Pet and Livestock Every submitted form will be entered into a
Returns and will be delivering forms to house- draw for a first prize of £50, and a second of
holds. Forms should be completed ready for £25. There is a legal obligation to complete
collection on Sunday the 21st of December the forms and failure to do so could result in
and should include every animal owned by a a fine of up to £100 for every day the form is
household on Sunday the 14th of December. overdue.

£75 Prize Draw Pot
for Animal Census

T

Photo: SHG

The St Helena Diving Club Annual General Meeting will be held on
PLEASE NOTE - NEW DATE!!!!
DATE: Tuesday 16th December 2014
TIME: 7pm
VENUE: Yacht Club
We apologize for any inconvenience caused but the AGM will now be held on Tuesday
and not Wednesday as previously advertised.
All are welcome to attend.
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NOTICE BOARD

WATER SAVING TIPS - OUTSIDE
HELPING YOU TO SAVE MONEY ON YOUR UTILITY BILLS

Invest in a water butt to
capture rain water from
your roof. Every time it
rains you get free water
to use on your garden,
for washing the car or
for cleaning outside
areas

A leaking overflow
can waste up to 80
litres of water in a
day – the
equivalent of a full
bath.

Water your garden
during the early hours of
the morning or into the
evening. This is more
effective as less water
will evaporate

A garden sprinkler uses
around 540 litres per hour.
This is the same amount of
water as an average family of
4 uses in a whole day.
Recycling your bath water to
water your lawn and plants will
save money and conserve a
lot of water.

Using a hosepipe to
wash your car uses the
equivalent of 33 buckets
of water. Use a bucket
and sponge and save
around 28 buckets or
140 litres of water.
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Food Safety
Safeguarding Meat Sold
for Public Consumption
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

P
ublic Health is developing a food safety ordinance to include safeguarding meat sold for

slaughterhouse is technically illegal. Under
the new ordinance local producers continuing
to provide meat for the market will require a
license. Guidelines will include access to a
building with washable walls and floors, fly
screens, hand washing facilities; the finer details are still being worked on.
The license will, “probably also be dependent
on whether you slaughter sheep and goats (dry
kill) or pigs (wet kill),” said Mr Rummery.
Mr Rummery said the other main regulation
requiring extensive work is “importing food,
or particularly importing meat.” There is pro-

tection with inspecting fruit and vegetables
but, “I can’t say we’ve got the same level of
security with over meat.” He said he has already spoken to most of the major meat importers who understand they will have to provide documentation as to what that meat is.
Meat imported from Europe is EU accredited
so there is not a problem but a lot also comes
from South Africa. “We need to work out what
will be the standard,” Mr Rummery said, “we
need to be giving those importers what is going to be the criteria.”
The target for the new ordinance is July 2015.

public consumption, whether produced locally
or internationally. Documentation is currently
not required for identifying where meat comes
from.
Councillor Ian Rummery, Chairman of the
Public Health Committee (PHC), told The
Sentinel on 3 December that Public Health are
adapting a document written by a food safety
specialist which will be changed into legalese,
“and from that we will look at what the regulations are.”
Meat produced for sale outside of a licensed

New Mental
Health Legislation
Outdated ordinance
would not comply with
Human Rights
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

T

he Public Health Committee (PHC)
agreed on 3 December that the Mental Health
Ordinance should be updated. Commenting
to The Sentinel about the ordinance the PHC
Chairman, Councillor Ian Rummery said,
“I don’t think it would stand up to Human
Rights Legislation.”
The mental health ordinance is about spe-

Step by Step…
Jason Courtis, SHNT

L

ess than 1% of St Helena’s endemic forests
have survived the centuries of deforestation
caused by goats and people’s firewood needs.
It may seem like a fool’s dream that large areas of endemic forest may one day return to
this beautiful island, but all it will take is patient dedication and careful continuity of care.
As the saying goes, the mountain is climbed
one step at a time. Last Saturday was one of
those little steps, as 23 fine folk turned up for
Community Forests’ monthly volunteer day to
plant a grand total of 202 endemics in a new
area of Millennium. The sun blazed, the trees

Public Health Committee meeting
cifically treating people with severe mental
illness. “Sometimes legally you do actually
have to detain someone and you may or may
not have to treat them against their will,” said
Mr Rummery.
Mr Rummery said there are very strict criteria
for determining if somebody is mentally ill,
“because effectually you are taking away their
rights. Anybody normally in hospital, even if
they are on their death bed, can actually refuse
treatment.”
People suffering from severe mental illness
can be ‘sectioned’ against their will. Mr Rummery said the new ordinance will work effectively for health care professionals but, most
importantly, protect the public and patients

who may come under this legislation.
The Falkland Islands introduced new mental
health ordinance recently. Permission has
been given for its use toward drafting appropriate legislation for St Helena and it would
not require a substantial change in the wording. The new ordinance will have detailed
guidelines and a code of practice.
“It is fairly easy under the old ordinance
to section someone, not to say that people
would do that but there are not that many
safeguards,” said Mr Rummery, “and once a
person has been sectioned it is quite hard to
actually appeal against it.”
The new ordinance will include the right to
appeal against section.

Photo: Courtesy of St Helena National Trust
were dug into
their new homes,
and excellent plo
was feasted upon
as reward. Many
thanks to everyone.
The Community
Forests Project
is funded by the
Darwin Initiative
and run by the
St Helena National Trust. The
Project holds a
volunteer day on
the first Saturday
of every month. Do join us on Saturday 3rd Please get in touch if you would like to go on
January to work off that Christmas pudding! our email list: 22224.
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JOIN US FOR OUR mouth-watering

SPIT ROAST PIG..
ANNES PLACE

SATURDAY
20th DECEMBER 2014
BAR OPEN @ 6:30pm
MEAL WILL BE SERVED BUFFET STYLE @ 7:00pm

MEAL WILL
CONSIST OF:
SPIT ROAST PIG
ROAST CHICKEN LEGS
SAUSAGES
VEGETABLE CURRY

along with
SALADS

and also
RICE and GRAVY

DESSERTS INCLUDE
LEMON PIE
ICE-CREAM
TRIFLE
and also
APPLE CRUMBLE AND
CUSTARD

MEAL COSTS ONLY £10.00 per PERSON
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL SO TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT
CALL 22797 TO BOOK A TABLE NOW
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CHURCH NOTICES

FaithMatters
Lieutenant Coral Yon

IT CAME UPON A
MIDNIGHT CLEAR
http://transformationgarden.com/
“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came
upon them, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, ‘Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.’” Luke 2:9-11 KJV What emotions fill your
heart this Christmas season? How and where will
you look for God’s glory to fill the earth?
“Glory” – “Great honor, praise and distinction,
reflecting the splendor and perfect happiness of
heaven.” “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, the
whole earth is full of His glory.”
Every year, the world celebrates the birth of Jesus
Christ on a holiday we call Christmas. Amid all the
glitter and tinsel, it is easy for our vision to become

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

distracted from the real meaning of this annual celebration.
And so I want to look at the gift of Jesus Christ
which we have been given and the eternal blessings
this gift has brought into your life and mine.
For many this has been a very tough year. For
many of us, our health has continued to challenge
us on a daily basis. Many individuals have suffered
the loss of a job and this situation has left so many
adrift. While for others, the loss of a loved one has
blanketed you in inconsolable grief. Sadly, the list
could go on.
This is why I feel so impressed to bring you some
good news as the year draws to a close.
While shepherds were in the field watching their
sheep,all those many years ago, the Bible says the
angel of the Lord appeared. This was an unexpected
event, and the response of the shepherds was absolutely normal. We are told they were, “afraid.” As I
read this text, I thought about how normal it is to be
afraid today. I find myself afraid at times and I’m
certain you do, too!
But I have to tell you, my fear completely lifted as I
read the words of the prophet Isaiah which encourages us with the reminder that, “The whole earth is
full of the glory of the Lord” (Isaiah 6: 3).

Sunday 14 December

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Sunday 14 December
Advent 3
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Cathedral
9.30 a.m. Eucharist,
St Martin
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Helena & the Cross
Thursday 18 December
10.00 a.m. Mass,
Arabia
Sunday 21 December
Advent 4
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,
St Peter
7.30 p.m. Ecumenical Carol Service,
Court House Steps

Church Service:
Family Worship Service, 8:45 am,
Sandy Bay Chapel
(Leader: Nick Williams; Preacher: Pastor)

The Parish of St James
Sunday 14 December
Advent 3
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist/Confirmations,
St John
6.00 p.m. Christmas Musical,
St James
Wednesday 17 December
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,
St James
Thursday 18 December
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing,
St John
Sunday 21 December
Advent 4
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St James
7.30 p.m. Ecumenical Carol Service,
Court House Steps

Sunday School, 10:00 am, Baptist
Manse, Jamestown

Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 14 December
Advent 3
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Mark
Tuesday 16 December
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,
St Mark
Sunday 21 December
Advent 4
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
St Matthew
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Mark
7.30 p.m. Ecumenical Carol Service,
Court House Steps
BAPTIST NOTICES
Saturday 13 December
Prayer meeting, 7.00 am, Sandy Bay Chapel

Family Worship Service, 10:45 am,
Head O’Wain Chapel
(Leader: Vincent March; Preacher: Pastor)
Family Worship Service, 6:00 pm,
Jamestown Chapel
(Leader: Gareth Drabble; Preacher: Pastor)
Other activities:

Tuesday 16th December
Study Group Christmas Social, 7:30 pm,
Jamestown Schoolroom
(Bible Study Groups are in recess for the
School Holidays)

Invites you to join them on
Friday 12 December for a bring & share social
evening at the Jamestown hall at 7.30pm
Saturday 13 December
Open air Carol Service on the Bridge Nr The
Market at 7pm
Sunday 14 December
Carol service at Half Tree Hollow hall at
6.30pm
If you would like to know more about the Salvation army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon
on telephone nos 2703/4358.
Take care and god bless.

So often, the reason I am afraid is that I forget to
recognize that Christ my Lord is filling every corner
of this earth with His glory – all I need to do is look
for it. And it is my prayer, that amid the continual
sounds of Christmas bells and the sights of bright
lights and decorated wndows and jolly Santas, your
eyes and mine will see clearly the glory – the splendor of heaven’s unlimited and unending gift of love
to this earth, Jesus Christ our Lord.
I close with the words of a very familiar Christmas carol, It Came Upon The Midnight Clear and I
hope as you sing or hum this tune, the words to this
song will help you reflect on God’s gift of glory to
each one of us.
"It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on the earth, good will to men,
From heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.
But with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love song which they bring
O hush the noise, ye men of strife
And hear the angels sing.
For lo! The days are hastening on,
By prophets seen of old,
When with the ever-circling years
Shall come the time foretold,
When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,
And all the world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.”
Take care, God bless and have a wonderful
Christmas.

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
THURSDAY EVENINGS
at 8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME
For info. Telephone 24525
“Sincerity is the foundation stone of faith.”
Abdu’l-Baha
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 13 December
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Programme
Monday 15 December
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel
Joshua.
Tuesday 16 December
7:30- 8:30pm Bible Study at the Home of Mrs
Beatrice Stroud - Horse Pasture
Wednesday 17 December
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
Thursday 18 December
7:00pm Bible Study at the home of Mr Arnold
Crowie - Longwood Road
Friday 19 December
6:00pm Bible Study at the home of Pastor Paul
Millin - Jamestown
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
Further contact: Paul Millin, Tel: 22267
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NOTICE BOARD
Management Training Opportunities
If you are in the private sector and would like to study towards formal Management Qualifica ons via
Distance Learning, Enterprise St Helena and The Lifelong Learning Team would love to hear from you.
Funding is currently available to support Distance Learning courses that are focused on enhancing the
skills of business owners and/or employees of businesses, ideally leading to entry level qualifica ons in
specific areas of Management such as: Project Management, Business Management, Accountancy and
Financial Management, Leadership Management, or Hospitality Management.
It is intended that full support and funding will be provided, as well as access to an on-island mentor
where possible.
Addi onally, we would be interested to hear from individuals or businesses that may be in a posi on to
oﬀer local mentoring support on island in the areas iden fied.
For further informa on please contact Angie Benjamin at the Lifelong Learning Team on 22607 or via
email to: training@educa on.gov.sh
Enterprise St Helena
Tel: +290 22920

|

PO Box 117
|

|

Jamestown

Fax: +290 22166 |

|

St Helena Island

Email: info@esh.co.sh

|

South Atlantic Ocean
|

|

STHL 1ZZ

Web: www.investinsthelena.biz

PHARMACY
CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
Please order repeat prescriptions prior to the
Christmas break as only limited staffing will be
available at the following times:
Weds 24th 9.30am - 1pm
Christmas day & boxing day - CLOSED
Sat 27th - 9am to 12 noon
Mon 29th - 9.30am to 1pm
Tues 30th - 9.30am to 1pm
Weds 31st - 9.30am to 1pm
New year’s day - CLOSED
Friday 2nd - back to normal hours
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WORLD NEWS SNIPPETS
Justice

Dewani Acquitted in South Africa

The man accused of arranging the murder of
his wife during their honeymoon in South Africa has been acquitted in Cape Town.
It was in November 2010 that Shrien Dewani’s wife, Anni, was shot dead in the back
of the couple’s hijacked taxi. Prosecutors
used evidence from the men who were convicted of the murder to bring charges against
Dewani who was extradited from the UK to
South Africa to face trial.
In a case which has been subject to much media attention Dewani’s private life has been
raked through. One of the possible motives
for the murder of his new wife was his sexual
relations with other men.
Anni’s uncle, Ashok Hindocha said after the
trial that they would be attempting to bring
further charges in the UK.
“We would have preferred to have known
about his sexuality before he married our precious Anni. She gave herself to him, mind,
body and soul and she hoped to have been
cherished and loved. But she would not have
married him if she had known about his secret sex life with male prostitutes and the activities he engaged in.”
The judge in the case ruled that the evidence
presented by the prosecution was insufficient
and that evidence from the three who were

Politics

imprisoned for the murder was “so improbable, with so many mistakes, lies and inconsistencies you cannot see where the lies ended
and the truth begins.”
Mail Online devoted a whole collumn to the
reasons the trial collapsed, which spoke of
the taxi driver Zola Tongo as a poor witness,
citing the judge who had called Mr Tongo’s
evidence ‘poor’ claiming it made no sense.
Mr Dewani’s defence pointed out that Tongo
was promised a reduced sentence in return for
testifying against Dewani, something which
they say gave reason to treat his account with
caution.
The prosecution had triedto use Dewani’s relations with other men against him, however his
sexuality was deemed irrelevant to the murder
trial after he informed the court of his bisexuality on the first day of the trial.
This was a trial following a police investigation which in the beginning was marked by
incompetence with lost notebooks, incomplete
witness statements and and inadequate ballistics investigation.
Questions over £1,200 which Dewani left in
the taxi still remain, with some claiming it was
payment for the murder. Dewani says this was
for a surprise helicopter trip.
BBC/Mail Online/Sky News

It has emerged that the FBI refused to participate in the making of James Bond in
the 1960s, believing the films to be “generally filled with sex and bizarre situations.”
Image: Nationaal Archief

Swedish Government Brought down by Nationalists

Sweden is going back to the polls in March of
next year after the minority government collapsed just weeks into their time in office.
It was in September this year that, after two
terms out of office, the Social Democrats
formed a minority coalition government with
the Greens and the Left Party. However on 3
December it was reported by Al Jazeera that
this government was on the “brink of col-

In Brief
After a torture report was released from the
US, criticising the CIA as ‘brutal and ineffective’ concerns have been raised about
possible new terror threats. Terrorism is
somethig which has also worried police in
the UK who recieved credible information
of a terrorist threat to officers, and in Sweden the country’s larest airport was evacuated after a bomb scare on Tuesday. In Egypt
this week there has been what is dubbed a
“crackdown on the gay community,” when
25 men were arrested in a raid on a Cairo
bath house.

Flying Parcels
Internet retail giant Amazon have warned
that they may start their drone service outside the US due to national restrictions.
The company plans to use small unmanned
aerial vehicles, or drones, to deliver parcels
to the doors of customers. Whether this will
reach St Helena is unclear.
BBC

lapse,” after the far-right anti-immigrant party
the Sweden Democrats, who hold the balance
of power, said they would vote against the
government’s first budget.
Prime Minister Stefan Lofven called the opposition leaders to a meeting, claiming it was
“time to take responsibility for the country.”
However attempts were futile and on 4 December the Prime Minister announced a new

election to be held on 22 March - the first of
its kind since 1958.
This has been good news for the nationalist
Sweden Democrats party who, according to
one opinion poll, would get 18 per cent of the
vote if a general election was held on Monday, compared to 13 per cent in the General
Election.
Al Jazeera/SVT/Sydsvenskan

USA to Publish ‘Torture’ Report Tesco Shares ‘Plunge’
The United States has increased security at its
embassies in anticipation of renewed threats
with the upcoming release of a report detailing
the CIA’s interrogation of suspects following
the attacks against the World Trade Center on
11 September, 2001. Officials say it alleges
the harsh interrogations failed to produce any
“unique and life-saving intelligence.”
White house spokesman Josh Earnest said
“there are some indications that the release
of the report could lead to a greater risk that
is posed to US facilities and individuals all
around the world.
“The administration has taken the prudent
steps to ensure that the proper security precautions are in place at US facilities around the
globe.”
The paper, which is described as ‘heavily redacted,’ is a 480-page document into the treatment of around 100 suspects between 2001
and 2009. However the full 6,200-page report
remains classified.
Al Jazeera

Supermarket giant Tesco has announced its
full-year profits will be significantly lower
than market expectations, saying it “will not
exceed £1.4bn,” which is considerably lower
than the range of between £1.8bn to £2.2bn
which had been expected.
The news caused shares in the company to
plummet by 16 per cent, and follows on from
news earlier int he year that Tesco had misstated its profits by £263m.
The Chief Executive of the company, Dave
Lewis, said the way Tesco deals with suppliers and the 6,000 new staff that the company
has taken on are both reasons for the shortfall.
“We have taken a very deliberate decision not
to take short-term measures that would close
the profitability gap in the short term, but
would not improve relations with customers
and suppliers,” he added. However analysts
have warned that his attempts to change the
company could take years to complete.
BBC
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CUSTOMS
OPENING HOURS
HM Customs wishes to inform merchants and the public of the
following opening hours for the month of December 2014. HM
Customs will open to the public and merchants for cargo and
freight collection on:
• Wednesday 10 December, from 11am - 5.30pm
• Thursday 11 December, from 9am - 5.30pm
• Friday 12 December, from 9am - 5.30pm
• Tuesday 16 December, from approximately 11am - 5.30pm.
Some delays in collection from containers on the upper Wharf can
be expected, due to the collection of passenger baggage.
• Wednesday 17 December, from 9am - 5.30pm
• Thursday 18 December, from 9am - 5.30pm
• Friday 19 December, from 9am - 5.30pm
• Monday 22 December, from 11am - 3.30pm. Some delays in
collection from containers on the upper Wharf can be expected,
due to the collection of passenger baggage.
• Thursday 23 December, from 9am - 5.30pm
Collection of goods on Wednesday 17 December could
potentially be delayed as a result of the major incident exercise.
HM Customs will reopen for business in the New Year on
Friday 2 January 2015 from 9am - 3.30pm.

Situated at Kunjie Field, 1st building
On your right; car park available.
New opening hours
Every afternoon
Mondays – Saturdays
from 4pm – 6pm
Enquiries contact Jean Fowler
Tel: 24044
New stock on sale so come along
and check it out.

SHG, 8 December 2014

St Helena Hospitality Up-skilling
Learning international standards to provide an international service
The St Helena Hospitality up-skilling project are offering an exciting opportunity to anyone within the St
Helena Hospitality sector who would like to gain hands on experience in the Hospitality Industry in Cape
Town or in the UK.
This is your chance to learn new skills and develop existing ones whilst working in a professional
environment plus the added bonus of making new friends and associates within the hospitality field.
You also have a choice of gaining this experience over a period of not less than two months or not more
than six months.
It is intended that support and funding will be provided by ESH.

If you would like to learn more about this opportunity then we would be thrilled
to hear from you. Contact Gillian Moore, Hospitality Services Project Manager on
telephone 22110 or email Gillian.moore@esh.co.sh

The Economic Development Group | Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill
Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 11 December 2014

www.sams.sh

27

NOTICE BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE
VACANCIES
ST HELENA POLICE DIRECTORATE
The St Helena Police Directorate has vacancies for Police Constables and Prison Officers/Special Police Constables to
work within its Operations Section and Prison & Offender Management Service, respectively:

PRISON OFFICERS/SPECIAL POLICE CONSTABLES
Reporting to the Senior Prison Officer, the successful applicants will be responsible for the safety, security and care of
prisoners in their charge - both within and outside of the prison - ensuring that a safe and secure environment is
maintained at all times through provision of 24 hour cover in accordance with standard operating procedures.
Applicants should be 18 years of age or over, self motivated and an effective team player, have the ability to remain calm
under pressure and work in a highly ordered and structured environment. They should have a keen interest in selfdevelopment and work towards becoming a Certificated Prison Officer.
Hours of work are on a shift basis but may be varied to suit the exigencies of the Police Service. Free uniform and
equipment will be provided.
Salary for these posts is in Grade B.1 commencing £6,542 per annum.
For further details or an information pack, interested persons are invited to contact Mr Nicholas Crowie, Deputy Prison
Manager, on telephone number 22626 (or email deputyprison.manager@police.gov.sh).
Application forms, available from Corporate HR and the Police Directorate (Ogborn House or Police Headquarters),
should be completed and submitted through Directors where applicable, to Jacqueline Robinson, Administration Officer
at Ogborn House (or email administration.officer@police.gov.sh) by no later than 4pm on Wednesday, 17 December
2014.

POLICE CONSTABLES
Reporting to the relevant shift Sergeant, the successful applicants will assist in making St Helena a peaceful and
democratic society for all through the prevention and detection of crime as outlined within the Directorates Mission
Statement.
Applicants should be 18 years of age or over, possess good negotiation, interpersonal and problem-solving skills, the
ability to communicate effectively, deal with sensitive issues and work under pressure. They should have an acceptable
level of secondary education, with GCSE qualifications in both Maths and English at Grade C or above.
Hours of work are on a shift basis but may be varied to suit the exigencies of the Police Service. Free uniform and
equipment will be provided.
Salary for these posts is in Grade C.1 commencing £8,382 per annum, with a non-pensionable allowance of £4,000 (per
annum) for experienced Officers. However, successful applicants without the required qualifications and experience will
initially be required to serve in the training Grade B.3 commencing £7,196 per annum, with a non-pensionable allowance
of £2,000 (per annum), until successful completion of training.
For further details or an information pack, interested persons are invited to contact Inspector Jonathan Thomas on
telephone number 22626 (or email inspector@police.gov.sh).
Application forms, available from Corporate HR and the Police Directorate (Ogborn House or Police Headquarters),
should be completed and submitted through Directors where applicable, to Jacqueline Robinson, Administration Officer
at Ogborn House (or email administration.officer@police.gov.sh) by no later than 4pm on Friday, 19 December 2014.
Trevor Botting
Director of Policing
St Helena Police Service, St Helena Government, Island of St Helena, South Atlantic Ocean, STHL 1ZZ
Telephone: + (00290) 22626 Facsimile: + (00290) 22361 E-mail: director@police.gov.sh
www.sainthelena.gov.sh

8 December 2014
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SAFEGUARDING DIRECTORATE
LEARNING DISABILITIES VACANCIES
Do you care about prople and want to make a difference? If you are dedicated, have a caring nature and can provide expert care for our residents we would like to meet you.
The Learning Disabilities Section are dedicated to making lives better through delivery of the highest possible standards of care.
To be able to do so we need reliable and trustworthy people to work with us in the following positions.
1. CARE ASSITANTS
The main duties of the post include:
• Assist with clients care e.g. all aspects of personal hygiene as required, toileting requirements, mobilisation with all aspects of client privacy
and dignity maintained;
• Assisting clients to maintain a clean home environment, including laundry tasks and to assist/supervise clients with the making of teas and
sandwiches;
• Assist with feeding clients as required and undertaking basic training for the feeding of difficult clients;
• Escorting clients on outings, visits to the shops and relatives etc, and socialising of clients in the community. Escort Day Care clients to
and from care facilities and to participate in individual Programme Planning to promote maximum independence for clients including Day
Care activities.
• Record the necessary information in the clients notes. Must be able to record and document observations of pulse, blood pressures, respirations etc;
• To assist Senior Staff with administering medication and to take charge of the care facility for short periods of time, in the absence of trained
staff.
What you’ll need:
• Previous experience in working in a care facility
• NVQ Level 2 in Health and Social Care or be willing to work towards gaining this qualilfication
• Level 2 Adult Literacy
• Able to maintain confidentiliaity
• Good reporting skills, both written and verbal
The salary grade for this post is Grade A2 commencing at £5,361 per annum.
2. SENIOR CARE ASSISTANT
The main duties of the post include:
• To take charge of a shify as required ensuring effective delegation of the workload.
• To administer medication in accordance with medication policy.
• To plan daycare activities to stimulate and encourage client interaction and promote social inclusion.
• To be involved in the assessment, planning and implementation of individual resident’s care plans as Lead Key-worker and to make observations and records pertaining to their care.
• To accomapany residents on journeys and comply with all aspects of health and safety.
• To report anything untoward and complaints by staff, residents or relatives to the Unit Manager.
What you’ll need:
• At least one year’s experience of working with people with Learning Disabilities.
• Must have completed the Nursing Assistant Course.
• NVQ Level 3 in Health and Socail Care or be willing to work towards gaining this qualification.
• Able to maintain confidentiality.
• Good reporting skills, both written and verbal.
• Level 2 Adult Literacy.
• Experience in staff management.
The salary grade for this post is Grade B commencing at £6,542 per annum.
For further information about the duties of these posts and a copy of the job profiles, interested persons are asked to contact Mrs Kathryn
Yon, Learning Disabilities Unit Manager. You can arrange an informal chat with Kathryn, either in person or on telephone number 23343 or
email NO.LD@helanta.co.sh .
Application forms which are available from the Safeguarding Directorate (Brick House) should be completed and submitted to the Human
Resources and Admin Officer, Safeguarding Directorate by Friday, 19th December 2014.
Paul McGinnety (Mr)
Assistant Chief Secretary
Safeguarding Directorate

8 December 2014
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS/NOTICE BOARD

Quarterly Statistical Bulletin
Baby Boom and Fizzy Drinks Tax Raised Over £50,000
August Graham SAMS

T

he latest SHG Quarterly Statistical Bulletin for the third quarter of the 2014/15 financial year shows continued rises in the Retail
Price Index. Excise duty from the fizzy drinks
tax which was introduced in May this year
has raised over £50,000. There is a reported
decline in the number of Saints returning to
the island, however the Statistics Office told
The Sentinel this is expected as building on
the airport slows down. The reported average estimated population of St Helena in the
third quarter was 4,442, with 4,029 of these
being Saints. Statistician Paula McLeod said
this was a “boom in baby year” and that for
the first time in over 10 years there would be
more births than deaths on island, resulting in
a natural population increase.
The Retail Price Index (RPI) grew by 2.4 per
cent in the third quarter, an increase from
1.9 per cent. Ms McLeod told The Sentinel
this meant the average price of the St Helena

shopping basket has increased by 2.4 per cent
which means that if people do not change their
spending habits they will have to earn 2.4 per
cent more “to be equally well off.”
Among the good news from this report is the
increased number of tourists doing the Ascension turn-around trip. This is equivalent
to an increase of 168 bed nights compared to
2013/14.

The Government Economist, Ian Smyth, said
the UK economy is picking up and that, as
“around half of St Helena’s price inflation is
‘imported’ from the UK, that should be good
news” for the island. He also highlighted the weakness of the South African Rand as beneficial to St Helena,
however pointed towards the currency’s recovery as perhaps more problematic in the long term. Mr Smyth
said supply routes had changed to
some degree to accommodate the
currency fluctuations, however
added that traders have “very established supply relationships” and that
consumers can be particular about
the products they want. Therefore
the market does not always respond
quickly to currency fluctuations. Mr
Smyth said St Helena was facing a
big rise in real wages, that is to say an
increase in income which is higher than inflation. He said this is due to a lack of supply of
labour, that is to say “we have more jobs than
there are people willing to do them,” which
puts upwards pressure on wages. Average income among Saint workers has increased by
about 10 per cent between 2011 and 2013.
The full report can be found on the SHG website.

DISABLED PERSONS AID SOCIETY – NEWSPAPER BINGO
Four separate games, £50 full house prize for each game
p
Game 1 (Lilac): 65 numbers
70
38
29
47
89
87
52
56
41
42
61
5
72
8
11
26
51
67
16
78
74
39
7
25
80
57
63
84
75
82
79
13
20
59
40
9
46
10
14
73
22
23
65
2
1
90
19
35
12
83
76
21

Game 3 (Pink): 65 numbers
51
33
70
36
77
83
5
2
26
65
48
62
31
80
23
8
22
14
78
52
21
19
60
42
35
76
41
59
16
49
64
27
34
72
66
10
75
17
79
61
13
50
29
7
25
46
47
84
57
55
9
20

69
43
71
66
68
48
3
53
54
45
85
60
36

g
p
Game 2 (Brown): 65 numbers
34
88
64
84
90
2
10
52
22
78
79
38
26
40
27
45
4
82
53
63
9
21
37
20
59
57
18
72
54
11
55
36
65
51
70
73
67
86
81
74
7
17
31
12
23
33
13
68
76
41
83
80

g
24
14
61
32
30
49
42
58
29
71
43
56
46

89
3
63
68
88
18
12
43
74
4
6
87
44

Game 4 (Green): 65 numbers
1
67
7
56
5
6
21
37
78
29
28
23
26
44
16
68
79
31
3
58
90
59
18
70
11
61
85
13
41
43
47
66
42
2
20
64
76
65
84
73
17
34
49
9
48
33
40
8
81
4
15
86

46
30
71
82
53
51
60
83
75
62
77
72
55

• Playing games separately
• Playing for £50 full house for
each game
• Only one prize per game
• In the event of more than one
full house in any game the winner
is decided on the earliest number
called moving left to right
• If more than one winner on the
same number then prize is shared
• If you have a full house please
bring the whole book to Y&T before 2.30pm on Monday December 15th
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Monthly Newsletter from
The Environmental Management Division
Key areas of work undertaken by EMD this month
New staff/staff movements
¾

Egg Island Storm Petrel Ringing

¾

Red Billed Tropic Bird Monitoring and Tracking
work

¾

Monthly seabirds monitoring

¾

Biannual underwater abundance and habitat
mapping surveys

¾

Side scan sonar surveying

¾

Environmental assessments and support to
planning

¾

Support to airport project

Ascension Island Conservation team Jolene Sim,
Knicky Andrews & Eliza Leat joined EMD’s marine team
to support the Darwin Storm Petrel Project work from
th
th
the 25 November 2014 – 10 December 2014.

Staff training/achievements

Miss Annalea Beard of EMD’s Marine Section has
attained bird ringing trainer status

Solid Waste Management
Why?
The Saint Helena Sustainable Development Plan (2011) identifies Effective Management of the Environment as
Saint Helena’s third and final National Goal. Strategic Objective 5.2 of the Sustainable Development Plan states:
Environmental conditions improved through better management of solid waste.
This is delivered through a Solid Waste Management (capital) Project which includes construction and use of a
waste reception building, civic recycling area, internal road Infrastructure, incinerator, hazardous waste cell and
procurement of specialist vehicles, a mobile aerial netting system and wheeled bins which are Key measures
required to better manage the island’s solid waste.
Who?
The Environment & Natural Resources Directorate (ENRD), responsible for Solid Waste Management Strategy,
will also become responsible for Solid Waste Management Operations in 2015 and will be introducing new
services including; improved kerbside collection using the new Refuse Collection Vehicles (RCV’s), recycling
opportunities and hazardous waste disposal facilities* at Horse Point Landfill Site.

*For advice on the safe disposal of hazardous wastes, or if there is anything else you need to know
then we’re here to help. Please contact; Mike Durnford, Environmental Risk Manager, EMD, Scotland. Phone;
24724 or E-mail; mike-durnford@enrd.gov.sh

Continued on the next page

Environmental Management Division | Scotland| St Pauls | STHL 1ZZ
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NOTICE BOARD
WHEELIE BINS
How?
A combination of communal and individual wheeled bins will be distributed throughout the community. The bins are
compatible with the lifting and emptying mechanism fitted to the new RCV’s. The bins are numbered to assist with
distribution and owner identification. Use of the bins will prevent scavenging by animals and birds and reduce litter.
The kerb side collections are land filled in a netted cell, this is to prevent access to pigeons who feed on any food
waste. Pigeons can be a hazard to low flying aircraft, therefore composting kitchen waste contributes towards
minimizing ‘Bird Strike’ risk, whilst reducing the volume of landfill.
Individual 240ltr Bins?
These bins will serve households where the RCV’s can stop outside of properties. In 2015 these bins will also be
provided across the Commercial Sector.
Communal 1100ltr Bins?
These bins will serve households where the RCV’s cannot get access to individual properties. Where the RCV’s
cannot get access to rural areas the domestic waste will be collected using a dedicated Land Rover and Trailer
service. Communal bins will be sanitized periodically.
Acceptable Domestic Waste?
Paper, cardboard, rigid plastic, plastic film, kitchen waste, glass, textiles, aerosols, cans/tins, polystyrene containers,
disposable nappies and other domestic wastes.
Unacceptable Domestic Waste?
Vehicle batteries, motor oil/lubricants, paints/solvents, agricultural chemicals, bulky waste items e.g. TV’s/PC monitors,
kitchen appliances, mattresses etc.
Top Tips?
Bag up your waste to prevent individual or communal bins from getting dirty. Periodically wash out your (individual) bin
to prevent it from smelling. Make sure the lid of your bin can shut as we cannot safely empty bins that are overloaded.
We may be unable to collect any bags of waste placed beside your bin, so please minimize waste by composting
and team
The Workshop
recycling as much as possible. Note; SHG reserves the right not to empty a bin that contains waste that is not bagged,
contains hazardous or unacceptable domestic waste, or the bin is overloaded!

COMPOSTING
Composting is an inexpensive and natural process that transforms your kitchen and garden waste into a valuable and
nutrient rich food for your garden or to support community projects (LEMP, SHNT etc.), whilst saving you money and
reducing landfill. Items such as fruit and vegetable peelings, tea bags, eggshells, grass cuttings and even shredded
paper can all be composted.

RECYCLING
Reusing and recycling more of the domestic waste can help to reduce potentially negative impacts on the local
environment by reducing landfill and using up fewer natural resources. The landfill site will soon benefit from a Civic
Recycling Area where the public can drop off or pick up recyclable items including; wood, white goods, scrap metal,
garden waste etc. and vehicle batteries can be dropped off and safely stored prior to incineration.

The Participants

Environmental Management Division | Scotland| St Pauls | STHL 1ZZ
Tel - (+ 290) 24724
Email – isabel-peters@enrd.gov.sh
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Darwin funded marine underwater documentary
On the 27th August around 200 people gathered at the Mule
Yard for the launch of St Helena’s first under water
documentary entitled “Remote”. The 30 minute film featured
different types of marine life seen around St Helena. It
highlighted how difficult it would have been for species to
reach and colonise St Helena. It also explained how St
Helena’s isolation has resulted in the high numbers of
endemics seen both with fish, invertebrates and plant life.
The film was funded by the Darwin Initiative through the
habitat and mapping project. It was produced, edited and
narrated by Richard Moors and filmed by Judith and Steve
Brown. The movie will be used for educational purposes for
both local people and tourists. The film received lots of
favorable comments. If anyone would like to purchase a
copy of the DVD entitled Remote - A look at St. Helena’s
marine life, they are available at the Arts & Crafts for £10 per
copy

The Spear Guns Control Ordinance and subsidiary Order 2014 was updated to include an increase in the fine to
match the current economy and the inclusion of a closed area around Rupert's beach to protect swimmers and the
closed areas around the historical wrecks (as per the Protection of Wrecks Ordinance). The Spear Guns Control
ordinance now includes all the regulations that were previously in the Spear guns control order, except for the closed
areas which will remain within the Order. This enabled the legislation to be strengthened. All other aspects of the
regulation remain unchanged.

Closed season for spear fishing
1st January 2015 – 31st March 2015
During this time spear fishing is not allowed at any time or place in St. Helena’s waters
The spear gun control ordinance states that during a closed season, no person shall have a spear gun in
his/her possession or within 20 meters of any tidal water or upon any beach or foreshore or while
swimming or while in any vessel.
At this time most fish are in the spawning stage and it is therefore necessary to put measures in place to
allow marine life a chance to breed and grow into sustainable resources. The aim of the controlled
season is not to stop people from enjoying the sea; it is to respect our ocean and its resources.

EMD would like to wish all their readers a very merry Christmas
and a happy and healthy new year

Environmental Management Division | Scotland| St Pauls | STHL 1ZZ
Tel - (+ 290) 24724
Email – isabel-peters@enrd.gov.sh
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MV Astor
Debrief
Going Forward with Joined
up Approaches
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

F
ollowing the reportedly successful MV
Astor visit on Friday 21 November a debriefing took place on Monday 1 December. The
Tourism Office Manager, Helena Bennett who
chaired the meeting listed points about the
feedback to The Sentinel:
For safety reasons it is necessary to shuttle
visitors between the landing steps and top of
the first barrier, face to face tourism information at the customs gate was good but then taxi
providers couldn’t be distinguished from other
vehicles, also occupying taxi demarcated areas. Proper signage and additional spaces to
alleviate congestion is necessary.
Tour providers present agreed there should
be a separate workshop for them to discuss
standards, presentation and probably setting a
standard pricing structure to better inform visitors. Fares for numbers of persons in vehicles
should be displayed on a board.
Ships will be informed of tour information and
that taxis can be available as an option to prearranged buses.
Stalls at both Longwood Green and Jamestown were quite popular. However vendors
selling locally grown products, such as flax,

Tourists of the MV Astor visiting St Helena
need to provide appropriate certificates necessary for access into another country.
Places like the Post Office seemed busy.
There was an issue about sufficient toilets to
accommodate larger ships.
Alternative routes to the standard including to
Blue Hill were suggested. Discussion about
what can be provided need to happen with tour
providers.
An explanation was given about pre-tour
buses. The cruise ship companies have a contractual agreement with Solomon’s planned at
least a year in advance as part of the cruise
ship package to provide some pre-arranged
tours, but there is nothing to stop taxi operators making their own arrangements with the
ship.
Going forward a good brochure will be compiled which will advertise taxis and what is
available. The aim would be to get this out at
the same time as Solomon’s send their information. Unfortunately this will not happen for
the 2015 cruise ship season but will be ready

for 2016 allowing the ship’s company to see
what else is available besides the big buses.
For 2015 Tourism will ensure that information
sent out is clear and inviting and at the same
time on shore-side make sure we are presentable, fashionable looking, inviting for a visitor
to want to use a private vehicle.
Going forward more stakeholder meetings
will be planned, open to anybody interested in
participating in any cruise ships arriving. Ideas
of how to make a cruise ship visit even bigger
and better will be welcomed.
The Deputy CEED, Susan O’Bey said, “This
is an opportunity for a bit more joined up approaches.”

ST HELENA
SUPREME COURT
CONCLUDES
Police Service SHG, 10 Dec 2014

Formal Legislative Council Meeting A
A Busy Meeting Ahead for Some
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

T
he first sitting of the sixth meeting
of the St Helena Legislative Council
is scheduled to be held in the Court
House on Thursday starting at 10am
and is expected to last two days.
The order paper for Thursday included
24 sessional papers for lying on the
table, 15 questions for oral response
and 13 motions for debate including
six bills for ordinance.
Only six councillors presented questions for the first day: Three each were
in the names of Thomas, Isaac and Essex and two each were submitted by
Ellick, Scipio-O’Dean and George.
The three questions submitted for the
second day were posed by Councillor
Essex. Three is the maximum a councillor can ask on one day.

Seat of government

t the conclusion of the current sitting of
the St Helena Supreme Court on Monday (8
December 2014), St Helena Government and
the St Helena Police Service welcomed the
sentences handed down by the Chief Justice,
and hope this sends a clear message to the
community.
Lead Police Officer for Safeguarding and the
CID, Pam Trevillion, said:
“I would like to reassure victims that if you
come forward and trust us, we will listen to
you. St Helena Police will conduct a thorough investigation wherever possible and
will work closely with the Attorney General’s Chambers, to bring offenders before
the Courts.
“It is vital for the community of St Helena
that victims have a voice and that offenders
are brought to justice. Safeguarding in our
community is a responsibility for everyone mine and yours alike. I urge victims and witnesses to speak to us and not to stay silent.”

Applicants should have a good academic background, with good managerial and
communication skills and a flair for business development

• Fixed assets comprising of:
- Furniture
- Company vehicles
- Plant and machinery

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com

Application forms may be collected from
Solomons Reception Desk, in their Main
Office Building, Jamestown, and should be
completed and returned to Nicola Essex,
Human Resources Manager,
Solomons Office, Jamestown,
By 15 December 2014

For further information or a full job description, please
contact Martin Henry, General Manager (Mercantile),
on telephone number 22380 or via email
address: gm-mercantile@solomons.co.sh

Solomons offers an attractive benefits package which
includes: free home-to-duty transport, a Pension
Scheme, Annual, Sick, Maternity and Paternity Leave,
Training & Further Education Incentives, Discount on
Purchases and much more.

Salary will start at £12,000 per annum depending on
qualifications and experience.

www.sams.sh

• Cash & stock control and security

• Staff

• Warrens Wholesale Complex, Rickmers Store, Hutts
Gate Storage

Job Responsibilities:

Job Purpose:
To manage the Company’s Bulk Store (dry
and frozen goods) and operate an effective
Wholesale Business targeting merchants
and others within the private and public
sector.

within Warrens Wholesale Department

Wholesale Manager

has a vacancy for a

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc
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Supreme Court Verdicts
13 Years Handed Down for Child Abuse

Article Intentionally
Redacted
Following scrutiny of
Media Standards Guidance
Documentation

Police Officers at Supreme Court opening 18 November

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc
has a vacancy for an

Assistant Vehicle Examiner/ Mechanic
within the Company’s Auto Shop
Job Purpose:
To assist the Vehicle Examiner with statutory MOT
testing and roadworthiness certification of vehicles in a
timely , effective and reliable manner while ensuring a
good standard of customer service at all times.
To perform mechanical repairs and maintenance work
while ensuring that the quality of the work carried out
meets the required standards.
Job Outline:
• Assist with MOT Test bookings and appointments in person and
over the phone
• Assist with general administrative duties pertaining to the
service
• Receive payments for completed MOT Tests and arrange daily
deposits with Solomons Cash Office
• Carry out bodywork including spray painting and panel beating,
ironwork and welding
• Provide driver support to the Company’s HTD transport
operations
• Assist the Auto Shop/Transport Supervisor with customer
billing and maintain an accurate record of time spent on jobs
• Undertake job related training as and when required
Ideally candidates should:
• Be in possession of a drivers licence of all class vehicles and plant
• Have knowledge and experience in the requirements of local MOT testing

Salary will start at £6,874 per annum depending on
qualifications and experience.
Solomons offers an attractive benefits package which
includes: free home-to-duty transport, a Pension
Scheme, Annual, Sick, Maternity and Paternity Leave,
Training & Further Education Incentives, Discount on
Purchases and much more.
For further information, please contact
Dave Leo, Auto Shop, VIC & Transport Supervisor,
on telephone number 22638 or via email
address: Solomons.autoshop.VIC@helanta.co.sh
Application forms may be collected from
Solomons Reception Desk, in their Main
Office Building, Jamestown, and should be
completed and returned to Nicola Essex,
Human Resources Manager,
Solomons Office, Jamestown,
By 22 December 2014

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com
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Human Rights Day 2014
Richard Wallis, SAMS

W
ith the annual day dedicated to International Human Rights falling this week, 10
December, The Sentinel thought it would be
appropriate to get the thoughts of some people
on island who work to preserve our individual
Catherine Turner,
Human Rights Facilitator

D
ecember the 10th is designated Human
Rights Day by the United Nations
This year’s slogan, Human Rights 365,
highlights the idea that every day is Human
Rights Day. It celebrates the fundamental
proposition in the Universal Declaration
that each one of us, everywhere, at all times
is entitled to the full range of human rights,
that human rights belong equally to each of
us and bind us together as a global community with the same ideals and values.
So what does it mean for each of us?
It means that every one of us must be treated

rights.
It does not take long to look through the international news pages on the internet to find horrific events that have occurred and are still occurring every day to truly unfortunate people
around the world.
Human rights are just that, they are our fundamental rights to be who we are within a tolerant law-abiding society. When one person, or
fairly; it does not matter if we are male or female, gay or straight, black or white, rich or
poor or anything in between. From the day we
are born until the day we die, no matter where
we are in the world we all have the same rights
and must be treated equally.
These rights include the right to life, freedom
of movement, a fair trial, the right to marry,
amongst others. For me personally freedom of
expression, the right to hold opinions, receive
and share information and ideas without interference is something to celebrate and treasure
– it makes my job possible.
Share what human rights mean to you on
our Human Rights St Helena Facebook
page;
https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsStHelena

a group of people, are singled out and treated
poorly it is a sad reflection on society as a
whole.
These indiscretions may be on a small scale,
like bigoted name calling ranging to the heinous crimes committed during war. Fortunately St Helena has nothing like the problems of
the latter example but it is through the continued efforts of the people below, and other of
the same mind, that the island will flourish as
a well balanced, tolerant, law abiding society.

Catherine Turner
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David Honan, Detective Constable

P
olicing on St. Helena is done by consent,
with police officers regarded as Saints in uniform. They exercise their powers to police
their fellow Saints with the implicit consent
of those fellow citizens. “Policing by consent” supposes that the legitimacy of policing in the eyes of the public is based upon
a general consensus of support that follows
from transparency about our powers, the
integrity in exercising these powers and the
way in which we are held accountable for
doing so. Central to this legitimacy is how
we balance the human rights of all islanders.
As a police officer I am constantly faced with
this issue, the following are examples to illustrate this conundrum:
• The prohibition of torture and inhuman treatment – no one should ever be tortured or treated in an inhuman or degrading
way regardless of what crime they have or
are suspected of having committed. When

someone comes into police custody they are
treated in accordance with a strict set of rules,
lay visitors visit police stations and often talk
to detainees, an officer of the rank of sergeant
who is independent of the investigation overseas the welfare of the suspect whilst in custody.
• Protection against slavery and forced labour – no one should be treated like a slave
or subjected to forced labour, this includes an
individual convicted of crime regardless of
the nature and serving time in HMP Jamestown.
• The right to liberty and freedom – everyone has the right to be free and the state can
only imprison some with very good reason
such as on conviction. This is a very old right
dating back to Magna Carta and affects the
granting of police bail and the like.
• The right to a fair trial and no punishment without law – we have just had another sitting of the Supreme Court, and been
‘reminded’ that a person is innocent until
proven guilty. If accused of a crime, you have
the right to hear the evidence against you in
a court of law. The police are governed by
the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 1984,
which dictates how evidence is collected and
admitted to proceedings.
• The right to life – everyone has the right to
life, sometimes the police may have to take
life in order to protect the lives of others.
• Respect for privacy and family life – this
protects you against unnecessary surveillance
or intrusion into your life. Often as a police
officer I have had to use surveillance in order
to identify an offender, or gather evidence of
criminal activity, in these cases my actions
require authorisation by a senior police of-

Cllr Les Baldwin, Chairperson of
the Social & Community Development
Committee

H

ow are your Human Rights protected here
on St Helena?
Our Constitution is the “top law” on St Helena, it is the set of rules which sets out how our
government is made up, how the island should
be run and how the government must treat its
people. But does that mean you are protected
from being discriminated against?
The Constitution says (in Clause 5)
“...every person in St Helena is entitled to the
fundamental rights and freedoms of the individual, that is to say, has the right, without
distinction of any kind, such as sex, sexual
orientation, race, colour, language, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social
origin, association with a national minority,
property, age, disability, birth or other status,
but subject to respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for the public interest, to
each and all of the following...”
Therefore we should all be treated equally
regardless of whether we are male or female,
gay or straight, black, white, brown or pink,

born here or not. It does not matter what language we speak, which faith we follow, if any
or if we “able bodied” or physically or mentally impaired. Nor does it matter how young

ficer and are governed by a strict set of rules
and by legislation.
• Freedom of thought, religion and belief ,
free speech and peaceful protest – you can
believe what you like, practice your religion or
beliefs, enjoy free speech and peaceful protest.
Sometimes conflict can arise between people
with opposing views and often it is the police
that find themselves caught in the middle, balancing the rights of one section of the community against the rights of another whilst
maintaining the ‘Queen’s Peace’.
Human rights and having respect for one another are the corner stones to a civilised and
peaceful society, it is everyone’s responsibility
and not just us few in uniform!
Samantha Dunn,
Acting Social Service Manager

T

he principles of human rights and social
justice are fundamental to social work. Social work intervenes at points where people
interact with their environments. These interventions are sometimes a challenge. Upholding competing rights can be difficult.
For example; The right to family life (under
the Human Rights Act 1998). The rights of
the parent to care have to be balanced with
the rights and welfare of the child to protection. Making decisions when care is not
good enough and intervening in families’
lives is never easy.
In St Helena we have the Welfare of Children Ordinance 2008, which is based on the
Children Act 1989 and underpinned by the
UN Convention of the Rights of the Child.
Whenever we make a decision about a child,
the Ordinance states “the child’s welfare
shall be the paramount consideration,” and
places a number of duties on parents, carers and the Government. We always try to
intervene in the least disruptive way; supporting family life and empowering children, families and other vulnerable groups
to make positive decisions to improve their
welfare and wellbeing. In our work we need
the full support of the community to make
changes long lasting and beneficial to all.

or old we are or whether we want an airport or
we don’t. We are all equal in that the government or the law cannot treat us differently to
each other.
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Shocking
Results

thony Thomas, Adrian
Crowley, Phillip Robinson, Stuart Yon, Raymond Yon, Brian Yon,
Patrick Yon, Mark Simon, Merrill Moyce,
Carl Buckley and Neil
George.
The training took place
at the AVES Centre in
Jamestown supported
by staff from Lifelong
Learning Services. All
14 Wiremen passed
their theory and pracTammy Williams, ESH
tical exams (100%
success rate) in City
& Guilds 17th Edition
Wiring
Regulations
n the 5th November John Orr, Director BS7671 course. Durand senior trainer of the UK Company Electrol ing the course all canarrived on island to undertake training with 14 didates were motivated and morale was high.
local wiremen. The training was arranged in It may be well worth mentioning here that all
partnerships with Lifelong Learning Services, students were mature, twelve of which were
Connect St Helena and Enterprise St Helena.
from the private sector.
Who are Electrol?
All students participated in a feedback analyA specialist Electrical training provider with sis and shared their thoughts, three students,
a unique worldwide roving remit from City & Anthony Thomas, Raymond Yon and Denzil
Guilds to provide their accredited qualifica- Fowler were happy to provide comments:
tions, have worked extensively with Saints on • “It was my first experience and opportunity
Ascension Island and in the Falklands.
for doing an electrical course like this. The
Students who opted to do the course were John presentation of the two courses was presented
Green, Anders Bowers, Denzil Fowler, An- excellently. The teaching was in the way that
you could understand
what was taught. Excellent teaching!”
• “Excellent delivery
throughout the whole
course. John Orr has a
wealth of knowledge.
He has an excellent
way of getting the
• Main bedroom with walk-in
course across. This
closet (suitable for conversion
professional teaching
to ensuite bathroom)
was shown throughout
• Second Bedroom
all the aspects and I
• Open plan Kitchen &
Unfurnished two
would highly recomLounge
bedroomed bungalow
mend John as a facili• Bathroom with bath, electric
tator for any further
shower, wash-hand basin &
course in this field”
heated towel rail
• “The course was
• Toilet with wash-hand basin
presented with top
• Central heating system fired
quality. Each topic
by wood stove or electricity
was explained in great
• Utility room
detail and was very
• Front & back porch
easy to understand.
• Storage Shed
We couldn’t wish for a
• Double-glazed windows &
better instructor.”
doors
From John Orr: “The
• Set in 0.68 acres of freehold
enthusiasm and dediland
cation of the candiStunning view of
dates was inspiring, I
Longwood & airport site
am so pleased that the
hard work and long
hours they put into the
please contact:
courses has resulted in
Lyn Thomas
a pass for all who atTel: 24567 (home) 22427 (work)
tended. It is very satE-mail: lyn.thomas@helanta.co.sh
isfying that the candi-

Photo: ESH

100% Achievement
for Island Electricians

O

HOUSE FOR SALE

Alarm Hill,
Levelwood

Interested buyers

dates understood the importance of working to
current British Standards and that they are eager to implement the standards to ensure they
deliver a level of service that won’t compromise on safety or quality. I am also very grateful to David Goodrick of Enterprise St Helena,
his help and support impacted on the success
of the courses. I am now looking forward to
working closely with David to ensure our recent success is used as a catalyst to provide a
long term training strategy that will benefit all
of the residents on St Helena.”
Angie Benjamin, Lifelong Learning Services
said; “Successful candidates will receive an
industry recognised City & Guilds certificate.”
Kerry Yon, Assistant Director Lifelong Learning added; “It was excellent to have 14 electricians undertaking this training and becoming
qualified. They are examples to all of us, truly
promoting Lifelong Learning. Congratulations
to you all on your achievements!”
David Goodrick, ESH; “I am astounded at
the commitment shown by the Candidates to
achieve this qualification with no motivation
other than to raise their standards and quality
of service. There is no statutory requirement
for them to have these qualifications and they
had to sacrifice two weeks’ pay to attend the
course. I take my hat off to them and hope
their example is an inspiration to others.”

Weekly Weather
If you’re looking to gain a colourful tan,
You’ll want less rain hitting the land,
So sunshine is what we’re praying for,
Not just for an hour, but a day or more.

Here are the weather readings from the
Met Station at Bottom Woods:
Max Temp
Min Temp
Total Rainfall
Mean Temp

21.6 C
15.4 C
1.8 mm
17.7C
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BOSH Supporting the Community
Helping Locals Make a Difference with Community Projects Fund
Window of the Bank
Inset: Mercia George

Liam Yon, SAMS

S

ince 2006 the Bank of St Helena (BOSH)
has had a community projects fund as part of
its donations and sponsorships budget. “It’s a
part of the Bank’s contribution to the island’s
social development,” said Mercia George,
Marketing and Customer Services Manager
at the Bank. “It targets areas that focus on the
young people of the island, anything that helps
in the development of our environment and
also in the key area of arts and culture.”
The community projects fund aims to help
people or organizations with community projects by providing them with a limited amount
of funding (up to £1,000). “It provides a small
amount of money to help these projects get off
the ground,” said Mercia.
The funding works without direct money exchange as the Bank will pay on invoices. Anyone can apply for funding by writing to the
Bank with a description of a project and what
they aim to do. From this the Bank will check
the application to see if it fits the criteria and if

it does then will provide the relevant funding.
Since the start of the community projects fund

the Bank has helped with SHAPE, the primary
schools and other youth organisations.

Meeting Room for Hire
Media Centre T: 22727
Castle Gardens E: news@sams.sh

Ideal for meetings, training, interviews etc. Seats 10. Bright, spacious and private. Half or full day rates.

Insert

www.sams.sh

St Helena & Proud
Print Numbers: Up Download Numbers: Up Facebook Followers: Up

Every Week An Estimated 2,500+ People Read
The Sentinel
all over the world
Advertise Here to Reach Them All
The Sentinel is online every Monday

FREE to view & download
Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, meaning
ongoing promotion for any advertising placed here

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads to: news@sams.sh

www.sams.sh
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SENTINEL INSERT

SAMS Interview of the Day
Radio 1

Afternoons at 5.30pm or 7.30pm.
A replay in full of interviews
making the news on St Helena

L

Streaming
www.

IVE

sams.sh

Second Chance
Sunday
9am every Sunday: Catch up on all
the best interviews from the week in
our special, Second Chance Sunday,
beginning every Sunday at 9am

News &
Noticeboard
every week day at:
3am, 5am, 7am,
10am, 12pm, 5pm,
7pm, 10pm

SUNRISE!

Join our team
tea
am onn SAMS
SAM
MS Radio
Rad
di 1,
dio
1
Monday to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from St
Helena, announcements and music,
plus different guests each day. It’s a
GREAT way to get the day started.

Latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from St Helena, 24/7, streaming from: www.sams.sh
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Jamestown on a Gold Rush
Jamestown Takes Gold in Friday’s Swimming Competition

Liam Yon, SAMS
Jamestown has done it for a third week in a row and has taken gold in
this year’s Bank of St Helena Youth Games; this time in the swimming
competition.
Spectators and competitors gathered at the Swimming Pool around 5pm
before diving into the first event of the day. Much of Jamestown’s points
came from the 4x33m relays, with the boys and girls taking gold in times
of 1min 38.25secs and 2min 02.87secs respectively.
Star swimmers of the night included Jamestown’s Callum Ellick and Alex
Fowler, Longwood’s Ross Leo and St Paul’s Charlotte Hubbard.
The final results were: 1st Place – Jamestown (65pts), 2nd Place – Longwood (48pts), 3rd Place – St Pauls (17pts) and 4th Place – Half Tree Hollow (12pts).
This Friday will be the much anticipated 5-a-side football competition.

SHOOTINGNEWS
Pat Henry, Chairman JTRC

Jamestown Rifle Club

The weather is still favourable for shooting at High Knoll Fort for our potential team
members who are training hard to gain the qualified position in next year’s Island
Games in Jersey.
We are very happy and welcome Jodie Scipio-Constantine back to training. With no
doubt Jodie has the potential and ability to cause a threat to the other competitors.
On Wednesday 3 December, she had some preparation time in readiness for training. She did extremely well and shot 93.6 on her first card. Thursday 4 December
she was back on form rearing to go and aiming right on target, shooting 106.4/110
and 98.3/100; this was an exciting start as it boosted her confidence, improving her
ability.
Jodie had her first shoot on the 50m range at High Knoll fort on Saturday and was
not intimidated by anything. She got settled in relining her rifle and practicing. On
her first scoring cards she finished with 92 and 91, Madolyn Andrews had 94 and 93
and Chelsea Benjamin 96 and 97. Kayleigh Harris continued to build her strength in
kneeling and standing position. Thanks to Simon Henry in the UK for marking the
cards and giving valuable advice to some of our shooters.
On 8 December was a well entertained night with 12 members shooting to have their
name posted with the best score of the night. Finishing on a high was Deirdre on 98.3,
Kayleigh on 192.3/200, Jodie 99.4, Colin Knipe 96.4, Jordan Thomas 98.4 & 100.4
and Jordie 98.7 & 100.5. Well done everyone for another good night.
Deirdre, Zoe, Madolyn, Chelsea and Kayleigh took on the key role of sorting and
displaying the Christmas raffle prizes and draw. On behalf of the club members our
thanks to all those who purchased tickets and gave us support for our fund raising
event. We are pleased with the fantastic amount raised (£227.50).
We are also happy and pleased to congratulate the lucky winners: Mr Keith Benjamin – a lovely cake hamper, Mrs Irene Harris – food hamper #1, Mr Benji Lawrence
– food hamper #2, Mr Bob Keoon – the iced dark fruit Christmas cake and Mrs Monica Constantine – the local made TV/DVD stand donated by Mr Colin Benjamin. Well
done and thank you all, we wish you all a healthy, peaceful and enjoyable Christmas.

Jodie Scipio-Constantine
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GOLF NEWS St Helena Golf Club Report
Week ending 7 December 2014

Cricket: Australia captain Michael Clarke
scored an emotional century in the first Test
match against India.
Clarke, 33, had to retire hurt on 60 on the
first day of the opening Test in Adelaide after
injuring his back moving away from a short
ball.
But he had injections to alleviate the problem
and came out to bat at the start of the second
day’s play.
He reached triple figures, along with Steve
Smith, two weeks after the death of close
friend Phillip Hughes.
The first Test had been delayed following the
death of Hughes, 25, after he was struck on
the neck two weeks ago while playing for
South Australia against New South Wales in
a domestic Sheffield Shield match.
It has been a traumatic few days for Clarke,
who made an emotional speech at the funeral
of Hughes on 3 December.
Football: Liverpool’s wretched Champions
League campaign came to a disappointing
conclusion as they failed to beat Basel at
Anfield and saw their hopes of reaching the
knockout phase evaporate.
Up until Gerrard’s equaliser, this was not an
occasion in the famous Anfield tradition of
European nights, The Kop silenced for long
periods except when voicing frustration at
a side that has lost its way since coming so
close to winning the Premier League last season.
Rugby Union: Helen O’Reilly has become
Ireland’s first top-level female referee in a
move that could eventually see her officiate in Pro12 and European Champions Cup
matches.
The Irish Rugby Football Union has made
O’Reilly, 39, the first female appointment to
its national panel.
Dubliner O’Reilly officiated at this year’s
women’s World Cup in France.
“Helen’s appointment is based solely on
merit,” said the IRFU’s referee development
director Owen Doyle.
“As the first female referee to make the panel
she must be congratulated.”
The women’s World Cup official has been
hailed as one of the best female referees and
will now step up to take charge at Ulster Bank
League matches.
“Her hard work, dedication and strong refereeing performances have propelled her
into the top handful of female referees in the
world and into the national panel here in Ireland,” added Doyle
All stories from bbc.co.uk

Arthur recieving
the winner’s cup
from Stuart
Helena Stevens, Lady Captain
Over the weekend, in very favourable weather
conditions, 16 golfers participated in the Sir
Henry Galway Challenge Cup, kindly sponsored by Richard Wallis and Stuart Moors. Sir
Henry, a former governor of St Helena, was
the founder of our Golf Club in June 1903.
The format of the competition was a 36 hole
stroke play whereby each player is given their
full handicap and then this is deducted from
their gross score with the winners being determined by the lowest score.
The best scores on day one was Hensil Beard
leading the way with a net score of 69 (just one
stroke over par) and very closely followed by
Arthur (Nookie) Francis and Tony Green both
with a net score of 70.
Other challenges for the fist round were nearest the pin on the fifth hole which was won by
Hensil Beard and the two ball pool which was
won by Arthur Francis.
Continuing on day two Tony played consistently to achieve yet another net score of 70
thus making his overall score of 140 awarding
him the second place position.
With one stroke better than Tony having an
overall score of 139 to take first place was Arthur Francis, this year’s winner of the Sir Henry Galway Challenge Cup. Well done Arthur!
Seems like Arthur was on “the ball” as he also
won nearest the pin on the 16th hole, with the
longest drive going to Martin (Jackson) Buckley.
Unfortunately only one lady took part in this
competition therefore a prize was awarded to

Joan Thomas, one of our regular playing members.
We would like to thank Richard and Stuart for
sponsoring the lovely prizes and congratulations to all the winners.
The Ladies Competition which was scheduled
for Saturday 13 December has had to be cancelled but other competitions for this coming
weekend are: On Saturday there will be an
18 hole Stableford and on Sunday a Turkey
& Ham Medalford Competition starting at
12.30pm.
The Christmas social evening is scheduled
for the 19 December and could all members
kindly bring a plate of eats. The draw of the
Christmas Food Hamper will take place on the
same night of the social evening. Music will
be provided by the “Par Four’s”.
Stay safe, have a good week and keep swinging right down the middle!

BLUE HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
SKITTLES RESULTS

Tuesday 9 December 2014
Lucky Strikes 324
Kedall Lawrence, 61
Charlie Young, 61
Kedall Lawrence, 15
Sylvia Phillips, 15

Loose Ends 285

Blue Notes 291
L HSc Joan Peters, 45
G HSc Steve Evans, 61
L HSp
G HSp

Weak Links 276

Tara O’Bey, 44 L HSc Lorrain Yon, 54
Colin Richards, 54 G HSc Geoff Francis, 60

SKITTLES FIXTURES

Tuesday 16 December 2014
Pin Breakers v Loose Ends
Blue Notes v Weak Links
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The Origins of Golf on St Helena
Stuart Moors
The Tourist Office proclaims, through its
handouts and brochures, that St Helena boasts
“the most remote golf course in the world!” I
can’t be sure that everyone in the world would
agree, but it is certainly remote and it is something rather unusual.
The course has nine holes with two tee-boxes
per hole. None of the holes would be particularly challenging to a proficient golfer except
for a few aspects that would make them wince
if their own local golf course were similarly
constructed – the fairways are often very unfair, with rabbit holes and rapidly growing tussock grass, which make for bizarre bounces;
the greens are just as uneven and the sand in
the bunkers has a consistency of hard clay;
the roughs sport double-Gs that stick to your
socks, and the boundaries ward you off with
spiky aloes; a road runs across two fairways,
and the consistent South-Easterly wind produces trees that lean at 45°. And while there
are no water hazards, we do have wandering
goats and a growing population of wirebirds.
Despite these features, the local golfers have a
deep affection for the course and the golf club.
The club, together with the course, was founded by Sir Henry Lionel Galway in 1903. He
was appointed the island’s Governor in 1902,
but only arrived in February of 1903. We can
see that he was so keen to make a name for
himself that among the first thing he did after
he took office was to have the golf course built
in Longwood, “for people on St Helena to enjoy the sport.”
Galway was born in 1859 in Southampton into

Sir Henry Lionel Galway

CRICKET RESULTS
Saturday 6 December 2014
Levelwood Allstars Levelwood Rebels
233
104
Darrell Leo, 73
Raplh Knipe 58
Eugene Henry 3/2 (1.2)
Ralph Knipe 3/47 (6)
Darrell Leo 3, Ralph Knipe 2, Eugene Henry 1

CRICKET FIXTURES
Saturday 13 December - 8.45am

St Matthews Lions vs HTH Dolphins
1.15pm

Western B Warriors vs J/Town Barracudas
Organiser: Levelwood Allstars
Sunday 14 December - 8.45am

Jamestown Zodiacs vs Sandy Bay Pirates
1.15pm

Western A Mustangs vs St Paul’s B
Organiser: Levelwood Rebels

Joan Thomas was the
only lady taking part
in the competition

a military family, and before taking up diplomatic posts, he served as a commissioned soldier himself, rising to the rank of LieutenantColonel, and was awarded the Distinguished
Service Order for his part in the destruction
of the tiny African country of Benin. The St
Helena governorship was his first post after he
retired from the army.
Though he reputedly re-introduced capital
punishment on St Helena, he tried hard to improve the educational standard of the citizenry,
and Philip Gosse refers to him as one who was
to prove to be of the best Governors St Helena
ever had.
Tony Green playing his
shot as Arthur Francis
watches closely

Before the end of his term as Governor in
1911, he was appointed KCMG (Knight
Commander of the Order of St.Michael and
St.George). With a brief stint as Governor of
Gambia, he was appointed Governor of South
Australia in 1914, but his time there was very
controversial.
He returned to England in 1920 and died in
1949.
The St Helena Golf Club has existed ever
since its inception with annual membership
fees that are always well within the means of
the average Saint. The founding of the club in
1903 by Sir Henry is commemorated annually
with a 36-hole strokeplay competition, the Sir
Henry Galway Cup – this year, won by Arthur
“Nooky” Francis.
If Shelco’s plan for an 18-hole golf course in
Broadbottom ever comes to fruition, it will
certainly be a better golf course, but it just
won’t be the same.
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SPORTS ARENA
FOOTBALL SEASON OVER ...
OR IS IT?

District Tournament to Take Place During Festive Period

District Tournament
to Take Place During
the Festive Period
Liam Yon, SAMS
Despite not being able to fit a district tournament in this year’s football
season, in a meeting on Tuesday 2 December the St Helena Football
Association (SHFA) decided the competition would take place at the
end of December and early January.
The competition will be in a league format and will start at the end of
the month. “The league will take three days,” said Chairman of the
SHFA Nick Stevens. “The first round of games will be on Saturday
27 December with the second round taking place on the 29 December.
Then the district final, the final round of games, and the presentation
will be on 1 January.”
Trophies for the district tournament are already on-island and they will
be issued on presentation day, which the SHFA has planned as a fundraising event. “Because it’s 1 January and there’s nothing else going on
that day,” said Nick, “we want to try and make it a fundraiser for the
SHFA. We are hoping to have a bar, some food and some music and
possibly even a bouncy castle for the kids.”
Since the news came out, rivalries and friendly banter have already begun with league teammates now turning against each other to fight for
the pride of their district.

Wirebirds’ Jason George
attempting to hook the
ball back across Bellboys’
Goalkeeper Dion Yon

“History Will Be Made”
Night Football at Francis Plain Planned
for 2 January 2015 Liam Yon, SAMS
Over the years there have been talks of night football taking
place at Francis Plain. This idea has never been put into action,
until now. Kevin Hudson, who is an avid footballer, is planning a
novelty night-time match on 2 January.
“What we decided,” said SHFA Chairman Nick Stevens on behalf of Kevin, “is to have an over-35 [years] team versus under25s. Kevin will be sorting out the over-35 team and Rico Benjamin will be sorting out the under-25 team.”
Permission for the match has already been granted by the Francis Plain management team and all that’s left to sort out now
is lighting which it is hoped will be provided by Basil Read’s
floodlights.
This will be new to the island and the SHFA hopes that much of
the public will turn out for St Helena’s, “first ever 11-a-side night
game at Francis Plain.”

