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MV Astor Visit

see report starting on page 11
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St Helena Child Abuse Inquiry
UK Government Sends Out Big Guns
Richard Wallis, SAMS

A
fter the Lucy Faithful Foundation report and serious allegations made by former employees of SHG, the
issues raised about St Helena and child abuse on island
has risen to the highest levels in the UK Government.
The Former FCO Minister for Overseas Territories, Rt
Hon. Mark Simmonds MP, announced to the House of
Commons on 21 July the establishment of an independent inquiry to find any truth behind these allegations
and make recommendations as appropriate.
The Foreign Secretary, Philip Hammond, gave a written statement on 20 November: “Serious allegations
have been made by former employees of the authorities
of the British Overseas Territory of St Helena.” The
allegations involve claims relating to, “child abuse in
the Territory, police corruption and incompetence, and
a conspiracy by the St Helena Government, the FCO
and DFID to cover these up.”
The Foreign Secretary stated that Sasha Wass QC will
lead the Inquiry. “Ms Wass is a very accomplished barrister with substantial professional experience of dealing with these kinds of issues. I am confident that she
will lead this Inquiry with great rigour, fairness and
sensitivity.”
SHG responding to an enquiry from The Sentinel stated
they, “welcome the Inquiry and will naturally cooperate
to the fullest extent.”
more on this story on pages 6 & 7
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Let The Gamess Begin

Youth Leader, Nicky Stevens and Chairperson
of BoSH, Lyn Thomas at the opening ceremony

Bank of St Helena Youth
Games 2014 Officially Opens
Liam Yon, SAMS

T

he tenth annual Bank of St Helena (BoSH)
Youth Games was officially opened on Friday
evening, 21 November, at the New Horizons
Centre in the Leisure Park. A crowd of people, made up of mostly competitors as well
as some councillors, NASAS representatives,
and sports enthusiasts, gathered to witness the
games kick off with the volleyball competition.
A speech was given by Nicky Stevens who
spoke about the importance of the Youth
Games and how successful it has been in previous years. Nicky mentioned names like Ben
Dillon and Madolyn Andrews who all took part
in the Youth Games as youngsters and have
now gone on to represent St Helena internationally.
Another speech was then given by Lyn Thomas, representing BoSH; the official sponsor of
the Youth Games. Lyn spoke of the opportunities, the Youth Games will present to the islands youth before wishing all competitors the
best of luck.
A table was laid out with the shields and med-

Crafty Arts
Success at Arts and
Crafts Fair
Cathy Hopkins

O

n Saturday 22 November the Jamestown
Community Centre was the place to be! Artists
and Crafters set up their stalls early and their

Stalls at the craft fair, before crowds arrived

als that all teams will be fighting to get their
hands on at the end of the games. Included
within the crowns was a brand new swimming
shield which will go to the district that wins

the swimming competition on the 5 December.
Following speeches, the games kicked off with
the volleyball competition (see sports pages for
volleyball report).

talents were on display with a wide range of
creative disciplines demonstrated. The St Helena Art & Crafts Association’s (A&C) mission
is to support local arts and, in particular, those
traditional crafts which used to be the “life
support mechanism” for many poorer families. Seed work, aloe work and lace work all
supplemented the meagre income of families
so many women were not only housewives but
vital earners whose money helped feed and
clothe their families. With the advent of pensions and benefits, that urgent need has gone,
but the skills have been passed on to new
generations who are seeking to develop new

designs and products for a changing market.
The A&C hosts a Craft Fair, from time to time,
to showcase local artistic talent and this year
saw new innovation alongside the more traditional St Helena arts and crafts. Digital art was
on display; as was fabric printing which has
been recently introduced; live performances
from Creative St Helena with drama, readings of local stories and interviews. The A&C
also showcased their “End of the Royal Mail
Ship Era” souvenirs with artist Andy Crowe
signing limited edition prints of his painting
which depicts the Southampton Castle, The
old RMS St Helena and the current RMS in
James’ Bay. This historic lifeline to St
Helena will end in 2016 when the RMS
goes out of service. The A&C felt it important to commemorate what will be
a dramatic change to life on the island
when air travel becomes a reality. The
Fair was opened by Miss St Helena,
Sinead Green, who spoke about the importance of St Helena’ rich cultural heritage in arts and crafts. The Ag Governor
visited later in the morning and was one
of the people to be interviewed by the
youngsters working with Pamela from
Creative St Helena. It was lovely to see
children enjoying themselves with Lindsay McGinnety who was showing them
how to make mono prints and equally
nice to have Longwood Brownies bring
their Christmas cards to sell …they also
helped with the Raffle! The raffle raised
£101.40 for Art & Crafts Funds.
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You Only
Live Once

Tommy-Lee Young and Kerry Furniss with the Governor’s Cup

Tommy and Kerry on
Their way to SA for
GCYR
Liam Yon, SAMS

T

here is no turning back as Tommy-Lee
Young and Kerry Furniss left the island on the
RMS St Helena yesterday. The next time the
pair see the island will be from their yachts in
the 2014 Governor’s Cup Yacht Race (GCYR).
Since being selected as the lucky participants
to compete in this year’s GCYR a lot of changes have been made and Julie George has been
working frantically to ensure both Tommy and
Kerry get to take part. One big downfall was
the Windjammer Yacht, which originally had
space for two Saints, finding crew in South
Africa. Despite this, spaces have been found
for both Tommy and Kerry on different yachts;

meaning they will race separately.
“I wasn’t very happy at the start,” Kerry said
about having to race in separate yachts, “but,
it’s a competition between me and Tommy
now and I’m looking forward to it.” This feeling was shared by Tommy who said he was,
“happy, excited and nervous all in one.”
Both brave competitors said that being off
island for Christmas doesn’t take away from

Jamestown Rifle Club
Getting Ready S
for Jersey
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS
Chairman of the
Jamestown Rifle
Club Association,
Patrick Henry

hooting is St Helena’s national sport.
Chairman of the Jamestown Rifle Association,
Patrick Henry told The Sentinel that following
extremely high morale after the last Commonwealth Games competitors are practicing for
the 2015 Small Island Games (SIG) in Jersey.
“They are trying for highest scores” said Mr
Henry, “at the moment we
have seven people doing extremely well.” People train
for 4-5 years before selection elsewhere. “In St Helena we are very lucky but
there must be commitment
and dedication.”
Some new members are
expatriates who have never
shot. Mr Henry finds it exiting they will have small bore
rifle training at the Jamestown Rifle Club, “they will
be able to say we had our
training from St Helena.”
Training for international
games is expensive. The
club is holding a multi raffle
towards costs and the public gave generously. Recent
donations include a pine TV
cabinet made by Colin Benjamin and food hampers,

the excitement of the race. “I’ve spent many
Christmases here, so it’s just something different,” said Kerry.
Amongst all the excitement and nervousness
the pair was also very grateful to Tourism and
ESH who helped to set up and fund this opportunity. Tommy also extended thanks to all
the guys who took him out sailing and helped
to prepare him for the GCYR 2014.
dark fruit cake and other prizes. Raffle tickets
cost £1.00 for three.
Overseas sponsors have also been generous.
Richard James donated half of a £675 order
and Sainttrading gave a free order and free
shipment on a second one.
Some equipment including 100yds and 50m
targets have just arrived, and National Trust
have provided High Knoll Fort for training;
many helping hands built the range.
Orders have been placed for butt plates which
fit into the shoulder at standing, kneeling and
prone positions. Without adjustment they slip
onto the rifle minimising time and stress. “In
the SIG this is the equipment used,” said Mr
Henry.
The Jamestown Rifle Club is grateful for all
donations, “without their help what we do at
the club would never happen,” Mr Henry said.

Weekly Weather
Whatever the weather on the day,
Christmas sunshine is on its way,
Unlike in England mostly dull and drear,
There will be glorious sunshine over here.
Here are the weather stats
provided by Bottom Woods Met Station:

Max Temp
Min Temp
Total Rainfall
Mean Temp
Mean Wnd Spd

19.9 C (23 rd)
14.5C (19th)
1.6 mm
16.7C
12.9 kts
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Do Not Need to Suffer in Silence”
SENTINEL “You
Police Issue Plea to Victims of Domestic Abuse
COMMENT W
August Graham, SAMS

Richard Wallis, SAMS

This week the main story is the ‘Wass Inquiry’ that was announced last Thursday. It
may have come as a bit of a shock but should
not have as this had been on the cards for
some time. It is only the naming of the person holding the inquiry that is new. When
reading the allegations levelled at St Helena
the true shock sets in.
The truth behind these allegations that there
is police corruption, incompetence, and a
conspiracy by the St Helena Government,
the FCO and DFID to cover up issues relating to child abuse, will become publicly
known as a result of the Wass Inquiry.
The anonymous allegations, that sexual offenses against children were not being properly investigated or prosecuted and the Saint
Helena Police Service in particular was failing in its duty to children and vulnerable
adults, whether true or not, warrants investigation.
After the inquiry the people of St Helena will
know the nature and level of child abuse that
exists on St Helena and if any cover-up took
place. This may be, if proven true, a bitter
pill to swallow but the information will highlight any shortfalls in the island’s efforts to
protect the vulnerable.
SHG will come under the microscope about
its alleged part in a cover up. The Inquiry
will have little tolerance for bureaucracy,
with members of Legislative Council and
high level SHG officials scrutinised and their
past actions questioned.
Hopefully these anonymous allegations will
prove unfounded but if not then the island
still benefits as any shortfall in duty of care
for St Helena or purposeful cover up will be
brought to light. This process will inevitably be uncomfortable but the issues of child
abuse warrant’s full investigation and any
cover up needs to be brought to light.
The island with its plans to be re-born as
a tourism destination needs to make sure
that skeletons of the past are dealt with and
dealt with harshly. The island’s reputation
may take a blow on the international market
whether the accusations are true or not. This
inquiry will either fortify the islands good
reputation, or lead the way to a reputation
that we can all be proud of.
South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens,
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

hite Ribbon Day is a worldwide event
which aims at raising awareness and preventing
domestic abuse. On St Helena the Police Directorate marked the day by launching a campaign
targeting domestic abuse on island. Two messages will be displayed on posters which are to
be placed around the island. The first of the two
is aimed at victims of domestic abuse, saying they
do not need to suffer in silence and is intended
to help people be heard. The second message is
aimed at perpetrators of domestic abuse, “we will
go after you, we will arrest you, and we will prosecute you,” Sexual Offences Investigator David
Honan told The Sentinel on Tuesday.
“Domestic abuse can take many forms,” Mr Honan said, “it can take the form of physical violence,
or threats of physical violence; it can also take
the form of sexual violence.” He drew special attention to emotional and psychological forms of
abuse. When individuals constantly have shortcomings pointed out to them by partners it, “can
really eat away at people’s self confidence and
make them very much more open to other forms

of abuse.” Victims of domestic abuse will
say that physical scars heal, however, “having their whole self confidence eroded,” Mr
Honan said, “can have huge and long-lasting
effects.” He told us that emotional threats and
abuse have been cited in law as “equivalent
to assault.
“Today I really want to make a very personal
plea to anybody who is living with domestic
abuse: We want to help you find your voice,
we want to have it heard. So I would ask you
to come forward today. We will support you.
We will be there for you. You will be believed.
You will be treated with respect and we
will do our utmost to keep you safe.
The St Helena Disabled Persons
“I’m extending my hand to you, please take
Aid Society
it, please come forward. We have a whole
would like to thank all of those people and range of tools that are open to us as the
police service to help people and support
businesses who supported our recent
people. We have access to a safe house so
Family Bingo Night
we can take people out of their own home,
Over £800 was raised and this will be used away from that abusive situation, and put
to provide assistance to enable people with them somewhere safe,” Mr Honan said.
Mr Honan admitted that on such a small
disabilities to be as
island it is difficult to keep a safe house seindependent as possible.
cret. However he did stress that, whereas
“It’s about ability”
the location may be known, the house can
For those who want more chances to win still be safe. He said anyone staying there
newspaper bingo tickets on sale next week would be given a bespoke security package
by the police, which could include alarms
or stationing officers at the address.

‘O COME EMMANUEL’
A service of advent carols and readings at St Pauls
Cathedral on Sunday, 30th November at 5.30pm
during this service a presentation will be made to
Fr Fred.
There will be refreshments after the service.
Come and join us as we rejoice with Fr Fred, and
celebrate Advent – The Begining of the ‘Church’
New Year.
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YOUR LETTERS/NOTICE BOARD
Dear Editor,
I would like to
thank everyone for their
help and support during the
Cancer Support, Awareness & Fundraising Week which
was held during October 2014. Donations
in cash and kind were received towards the
various events, and for this I am most grateful. Most of you who contributed or helped
have asked not to be mentioned. Once again,
thank you all. Thanks also to the following:My colleagues - THE CANCER SUPPORT &
AWARENES GROUP - for their hard work in
making the whole weeks events a great success.
Our Awareness Week 2014 started with the
‘Raise the Ribbon’ event organised by the
Captain, Officers and Crew oF the RMS St
Helena. This was a huge success & I take this
opportunity of thanking all concerned for the
generous donation received.
Our ever popular ‘Coffee Morning’ was held
at the Jamestown Community Centre on Saturday 11th October.
Approximately 180
people turned up for this, and It’s pleasing to
note that funds raised from the sale of entrance
tickets, raffle, bingo, miscellaneous stall plus
the donations received, more than covered the
expenses of this event. Special thanks to: The
helpers - Phyllis, Julie, Joy, Ann, Celia, Peter
Williams & Leon Thompson; the Jamestown
Community Centre Committee for the free use
of the Hall and those who gave cash donations
or contributed towards the raffle prizes etc.,
including Colin Benjamin of Ruperts - who
donated 4 locally made picture frames with inspirational verses. (However, these were not
raffled on the day, but is being kept for some
other special occasion) - Olive Bagley and
Sonia Lawrence for making all those lovely
cakes and sandwiches, also Miss St Helena for
drawing the raffle prizes and Colin Peters for
providing the light music.

A lunch for all cancer patients and their spouses was organised for Sunday 12th. Thanks to
Melvyn and crew at the Rock Club for cooking
the lovely meal for this occasion, and to Colin
& Ian Williams for providing the transport.
Monday 12th, saw Debbie and Tracey entertaining the people in Lower Jamestown with
their ‘Pink Panther and Inspector Gadget Walk
About’. You did a marvellous job collecting
all that loose change. Thank you!
Tuesday 13th – A cancer information stall was
set up in front of the Canister which attracted
quite a lot of interest from members of the
public. In addition to the leaflets etc., there
were cupcakes, ribbons, wristbands, flower
plants and other items on sale.
Approximately 45 tickets were sold for the
‘Healthy Eating Breakfast’ which was held at
The Town House, Jamestown on Wednesday
14th. Sorry about the tomato paste, we really
did forget to put this on the breakfast table!
Another successful event and thanks to all
who supported us.
Thursday 15th - was our ‘Look Good, Feel
Better’ day and thanks go to Noleen Fowler,
Ruby Jade, Noleen Stevens, Jackie Moyce,
Daniel Leo, Wendy Benjamin and Charmaine
Salt for the patient makeovers. This was followed by a light lunch of fishcakes, soup and
rolls. Thanks Kathleen for making the fish
cakes.
On Thursday evening, Cancer patients, survivors, family and friends joined the Doctors and
Nurses for the annual St Luke’s night service.
The service was well attended with about 80
people and fitted in well with the lighting of
candles in remembrance of our cancer survivors and those who have passed on.
Friday 17th - Schools, shops, various departments, organisations, offices and Councillors
etc., joined in for our ‘Mofti Day’. The colour
used this year was light or dark blue, representing Prostate and Colon Cancer. Thanks to
all for your donations Including Solomon & Co., Corporate Services,
St. Paul’s Primary School, Councillors, Prince

Andrew School, Pilling Primary School, ESH,
Tourist Office, ENRD and any others who may
have contributed towards this event.
Saturday 18th – The much looked forward to
CARNIVAL DAY – a BIG THANK YOU to
The Working Group under the leadership of
Merle Peters. Also to their helpers for the tremendous amount of work put into organising
the ‘Carnival Day’ which even though I did
not see personally – it looked really good on
the DVD. (Thank you Desmond and Maggie
for doing this and donating the profits to the
Charity)
Special thanks to those of you who donated all
those goodies for the tea stall and to the following businesses for your contributions for
our food stall: Solomon & Co, Queen Mary
Store, W A Thorpe & Sons, Stevens’ Butchery
& The Thomas Brothers. Thanks also to the
following who gave donations from their stall
or other organised events - The Dubb’s family,
Sanray’s Bistro, Lindas Sandwich Bar, K Stevens, M Leo, M Jonas, M Yon, A Constantine,
P Duncan, M Constantine, M Sevens, C Essex, BOSH, Chilled Express, Amphibians Ltd,
G-Unique, Basil Read, SPCA, N Herne, New
Horizons,
To SAMS, Saint FM Community Radio and
the Independent for the publicity.
Tourist Office for sponsoring the posters and
letting us use their window for an awareness
display.
Interserve Defence (IDL) and NAAFI (Pink
Party), AIG (Pink Day) and the Rock Shop on
Ascension Island for your donations.
Jamestown Guide Unit for making the ribbons.
Derek Thomas, Elsie Hughes and anyone else
who may have helped in anyway.
I am pleased to report that profits from the
various activities and donations received to
date have increased the Cancer Charity Fund
by over £8,000. THANK YOU ALL!
Sincerely
Colin P Yon
Chairman – (St Helena) Cancer Support &
Awareness Charity

House for Rent
Two bedroom bungalow in Thompson’s Hill

Are you stuck in the

Same Old Boring Job?
Would you like to pursue a career in Media Production?
SAMS may have the job for you
We research, write and broadcast stories on St Helena
news, politics, sports, arts and culture

Break away from the Mundane
Call SAMS on 22727

Bathroom with electric shower and solar
heated hot
water Separate toilet Living room with patio
doors
Spacious kitchen, fully equipped Recently
redecorated throughout Private driveway
Ample parking space Large lawn to front
with ocean view Available after 27th
November Contact Hazel or Danny Thomas
on
tel. 23803 or waynemoyce@yahoo.com

6

www.sams.sh

Thursday 27 November 2014 | THE SENTINEL

ST HELENA SNIPPETS

“Anonymous Allegations”
Critical of Police and Social Services
Richard Wallis, SAMS
D
ocuments accompanying Foreign Secretary, Philip Hammond’s statement to the
Acting Chief
of police,
Pam Trevillion

House of Commons mentioned that in November 2012, the FCO received anonymous
allegations in relation to St Helena and Ascension. The allegations were that sexual
offenses against children were not being
properly investigated or prosecuted and that
the Saint Helena Police Service was failing
in its duty to children and vulnerable adults.
A number of separate investigations were
undertaken in response to this and further
allegations. On the basis of recommendations made by the investigations, St Helena
responded with action plans to address the
deficiencies.
The supporting documents went on to state
that: “Relations between St Helena’s Social
Services and the Saint Helena Police Service remained difficult however, leading to

Director of Health & Social
Services, David Jenkins
a breakdown in the professional relationship between the two organisations.”
When SAMS contacted the Saint Helena Police
Service and St Helena’s Social Services about this
reported breakdown in relations both parties refused to comment.

Does St Helena Need an Inquiry?
Do We Have a
Choice
Richard Wallis, SAMS

W
ith allegations of police corruption
and incompetence, a cover-up by the St
Helena Government, the FCO and DFID,

the UK Government, under their obligation of
care, are duty bound to have an inquiry. If the
allegations are substantiated, the island and
the UK government should take the necessary
steps to correct the problems.
The constitutional relationship between the
UK and the Overseas Territories includes the
UK’s obligations under the UN Charter, “to
promote to the utmost… the wellbeing of the
inhabitants of these territories”, including the
development of self-government; political,

economic, social and educational advancement; just treatment; and protection against
abuse.
As the White Paper of June 2012 made clear,
the UK Government has responsibilities to
the people of the Territories to ensure their
good governance. Those living in the Territories have a right to expect the same standards of governance as in the UK, including
in areas of human rights, rule of law and integrity in public life.

Scope of the Inquiry
Wass Talks to The Sentinel
August Graham, SAMS

T

he Terms of Reference for the Wass Inquiry were released to the public in conjunction
with the ministerial statement on 20 November. They state that this will be an “independent expert inquiry” which is commissioned
to “undertake a multi-disciplinary investigation into the allegations raised.”
The panel of experts – led and selected by
Ms Sasha Wass QC – will be given access to
“all relevant papers” from the FCO, DfID and
SHG. It can also request interviews with cur-

rent and former officials and “other relevant
persons.” Ms Wass told The Sentinel she will
be, “coming over to St Helena for a three week
visit” in March. She hopes “to meet as many
people as possible who are directly or indirectly involved in all aspects of child care,” adding she will also “look into the various issues
which have given rise to the media reports in
the UK.”
The scope of the panel’s work will include reviewing SHG’s response to previous reports;
assessing the response of DfID and the FCO
to “emerging concerns;” and assessing whether further (criminal) investigation is needed.
They will also review the relationship between
Social Services and the Police on St Helena. Sasha Wass, QC
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“Clever and Ice Cool”
Sasha Wass QC takes on Inquiry
August Graham, SAMS

W

ith over 33 years at the Criminal Bar, Sasha Wass
QC is a formidable adversary in the courtroom. Having
graduated from the University of Liverpool with a bachelor in law, she has dealt with cases ranging from mercy
killing, rape and child abuse. Her particular interest is,
according a biography on her Chambers’ website, “cases where scientific and medical evidence is disputed.”
Ms Wass has experience as a judge, prosecutor and defence lawyer, serving as the defence in the trail of serial killer Rosemary West in the Gloucester’s House of
Horrors-case. Recently she has been involved in further
high-profile cases, such as prosecuting rogue trader
Kweku Adoboli who was found guilty and sentenced to
seven years in the largest fraud case in UK history.
Described as “clever and ice cool” by The Times, she
was also the prosecutor in the Rolf Harris case, where
the Australian TV entertainer was found guilty of 12
counts of indecently assaulting four girls. In court she
described Harris was a “sinister pervert who has a demon lurking beneath the charming exterior.”
Sasha Wass, QC
photos: reproduced with the permission of Sasha Wass QC

The
International
Reaction
Triumphalism from Whistleblower Site
August Graham, SAMS

I

n the week since it was declared, the UK
media has been reacting to the announcement
of the Wass Inquiry. The BBC, The Times,
The Independent and Reuters all also picked
up on the story. On Twitter St Helena got the
most traffic since the extinction of the Giant

No Speculation
The Sentinel Speak to
Authorities
August Graham, SAMS Comment

Isometimes
n a world of 24/7 rolling news coverage
running a once-weekly newspaper
can be a difficult task. There was never any
question what would be on the front page this
week; the main story of the last seven days has
been the Ministerial Statement last Thursday.
Sadly the statement came only hours after The
Sentinel had been delivered to the shops and
we could not produce anything for last week’s

Earwig was announced in foreign media. Well
over one hundred users took to the microblogging site to share the information of the
Inquiry. Most ‘tweets’ were merely factual,
however some drew parallels to the Pitcairn
Islands and others called for investigations
into other Overseas Territories. Whistleblower.co.uk stated on Twitter: “We are delighted
to announce that following our campaign the

Foreign Office are launching a full inquiry.”
The Daily Mail – whose headline in July angered many on island – triumphantly stated
when the Inquiry was first announced that,
“the probe comes after Mail Online revealed
that a report by UK child protection charity
the Lucy Faithful Foundation found St Helena was rife with child sexual abuse.” This
time the Deputy Political Editor of the Daily
Mail wrote an article based mainly on the
Ministerial Statement.

paper.
On the other hand we managed to put the news
on the radio and quickly reported on our Facebook account, South Atlantic Media Services
Ltd, that Philip Hammond had released a statement relating to St Helena.
In order to ensure this week’s edition of the
paper was as fresh as possible we attempted
to get interviews with most of those we could
find contact details for. We were refused comments and interviews by a number of individuals in SHG, we have not mentioned any specific names, however the Police, Social Services
and two top officials in the SHG bureaucracy
all pointed us towards public relations at the
Castle. Councillors we contacted had been
advised not to engage in media interviews;
however Les Baldwin told us that LegCo were
delighted with the appointment of Ms Wass.

Our enquiries sent to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Department for
International Development are yet to be responded to, and the Lucy Faithful Foundation
said they were unable to comment at this point.
Ms Sasha Wass QC told us she wanted to do
more research before coming to the island so
she could not comment on the issues under investigation; however she was very helpful in
supplying a photograph so we could show you
a picture without breaking copyright.
This is a very serious investigation so we will
not be prematurely pointing fingers, not trying
to pre-empt the outcome of the Inquiry, not unless we have an official source giving us information. Speculation will probably only serve
to damage the efforts of Ms Wass, and right
now all St Helena needs is for her investigation to be as thorough as possible.

8

NOTICE BOARD

www.sams.sh

Thursday 27 November 2014 | THE SENTINEL

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 27 November 2014

www.sams.sh

9

ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Wined Up

Tasters on Saturday making notes on their preferred wines

In Good Taste for a Good
Cause
August Graham, SAMS

O

n Saturday 22 November Rose & Crown
hosted a wine-tasting event at New Porteus
House in Jamestown. Around 100 people
were welcomed into the glass-fronted build-

ing in Lower Jamestown and presented with
a complementary glass of wine. There were
light refreshments served throughout, with the
miniature mince pies a particular favourite of
many in attendance.
On show were a number of different wines
from different vineyards, but this was only
a sample of what is on sale at the shop. Tara
Thomas from the Rose and Crown told The
Sentinel that there had been a wine tasting

hosted by Rose and Crown previously at Donny’s Place, however this was about four or five
years ago now.
She said that Rose and Crown wanted to say
“thank you” to their customers, and invite new
customers to sample their cellar. Lyn Thomas
said they wanted to promote their range of
wines and allow people to expand their palate.
A contribution from the £5 entrance fee will be
going to SHAPE and New Horizons.

Five Lives Have Been Saved
Dr Frigyesi’s old Hospital Donates Over £300,000 in Equipment
August Graham, SAMS

Dr Frigyesi and Dr Soto with
donated hospital equipment

O

ver the last two years the Senior Medical
Officer, Dr Attila Frigyesi, has been working
to improve the health of Saints. Often facing
an uphill battle against insufficient funds, Dr
Frigyesi turned his gaze towards his old hospital for assistance
Situated in the picturesque town of Lund in
southern Sweden, Dr Frigyesi’s old employer,
Lund University Hospital, has been a great
benefactor of the St Helena General Hospital.
Latest in the line of donations are the new operating tables which Dr Carlos Soto estimates
have a combined value of almost £100,000.
Dr Frigyesi told The Sentinel the attitude in
Swedish hospitals, where resources are plentiful, is often to acquire new equipment before
the old is broken. Therefore there are hundreds of machines which are simply discarded
even though they have been serviced and are
in perfect working condition. This is where
Dr Frigyesi has capitalised and ensured that
second-hand, but functioning, equipment is
brought to St Helena and put to good use. In
total he estimates the hospital has so far donated over £300,000 in equipment, however he
stresses it is difficult to guess as to the value of
certain equipment when one is not buying it.
For a doctor what matters is not the value of

the equipment, but what it can do to help patients. Dr Frigyesi told us that intensive care
is now something St Helena can do in a way
it never could before, the respirators which
his old hospital has donated have helped save
lives, and will continue to do so in the future.
In this case, Dr Frigyesi told us, the kind donations from the University Hospital has likely
saved five lives on St Helena and improved

countless more.
This is not the end, and when Dr Frigyesi returns to Lund he will be continuing the good
relationship and ensure that St Helena is sent
as much equipment as possible. But for now
anyone who goes to the General Hospital can
witness the stickers on dozens of machines
which say “Donated by the University Hospital of Skåne.”
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Invitation to Tender
SENIOR AUDITOR VACANCIES
Salary range £10,739 to £13,424 per annum
plus a non-pensionable allowance of up to £12,000 depending upon
qualifications and experience

The Saint Helena Government wishes to invite suitably experienced
contractors to submit Tenders for The Refurbishment of Rainwater
Gutters and Drainage at the Government Garage, Donkey Plain.
A copy of the Tender Document can be obtained from Friday 14
November 2014 at 9:00 am.
Please contact:Miss Nicola Young, Procurement Officer
Essex House, Jamestown
Telephone No: 22270 or email nicola-young@enrd.gov.sh
For further information and to arrange a site visit, please contact
the Project Manager, Mr Glen Owen, on telephone 23608 or email
gbo@helanta.co.sh
The closing date by which completed tenders are to be placed in
the Tender Box at Essex House is Friday 28th November 2014 at
12.00 noon.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is not being
advertised overseas

The Saint Helena Audit Service is seeking to recruit two Senior Auditors
to join their audit team. The Senior Auditor’s primary role is to plan and
undertake Financial and Value for Money audits producing clear
assignment plans, working papers and reports with evidence-based
recommendations.
Potential candidates will be part-qualified CCAB accountant or degree
level equivalent or hold the Certified Accounting Technician (CAT)
qualification and be prepared to study for chartered status.
Experience is required in audit or finance, including at least one year in a
supervisory capacity, together with knowledge of recognised financial
reporting and performance management frameworks.
We are looking for team players with good communication and people
management skills who are able plan, prioritise and project manage
workflow and use their own judgement. Excellent analytical abilities and
IT skills are also required.
Job profiles and application forms are available on our website at
www.audit.gov.sh or from the Saint Helena Audit Service, Post Office
Building, Jamestown, St Helena Island and must be submitted by e-mail
to the Chief Auditor phil.sharman@sainthelena.gov.sh by no later than
4pm on Tuesday 2 December 2014.
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

St Helena Nation Trust Investing in the Future
Paul Tyson, Saint Helena National Trust

O

n 21st November an awards ceremony
was held at the National Trust to celebrate the
achievements of Darren Williams, Dorian Stevens, Brandon Bone, George Stevens, Brian
Leo and Shane Williams who each gained
their UK Cskills Level 3 NVQ Diploma in
Heritage Skills (construction) Masonry.
Following a successful initial trial in 2009 a
four-year training program has been established and developed by the Saint Helena National Trust with generous funding from Enterprise St Helena. In its first full year, students
completed a six week training program under
the guidance of Henry Rumbold, MBE Master
Stone Mason.
The successful students during the course of
their training restored one of St Helena’s important heritage sites at Lemon Valley and
have been equipped with essential skills and

Photo supplied. L-R: George Stevens, Shane Williams,
Darren Williams, Brian Leo with their NVQ Awards
qualifications to help the Trust and the people presented by Executive Officer Phyllis Coleof St Helena protect and restore their interna- man. The ceremony was attended by acting
tionally important built heritage in the future.
Trust Director, Tim Butler, Enterprise St HelProceedings were opened by the Operations ena Director, Robert Midwinter and other disManager, Kevin George, and certificates were tinguished guests.

MV Astor Second Time Around
Tourism Office Records a Successful Visit
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

B

rilliant sunshine and fairly flat sea at the
landing steps in James Bay on Friday morning 21 November were perfect conditions for
greeting the MV Astor with her 253 passengers and 282 crew. The majority were British
and Australian with Canadians and Germans
also onboard.
Island tours, the Bank of St Helena opening for
longer hours and accepting Australian dollars,
and a market day in Lower Grand Parade all
helped towards the day’s success. The many
people whom The Sentinel spoke to both to,
both in Jamestown and Longwood, made very
favourable comments about St Helena and its
people and some said they would come again.
One visitor had been here four times on the
RMS St Helena and MV Astor was their second on a cruise ship. All that seemed to be
missing for one tourist at Longwood was a cup
of tea, which was not arranged for this cruise
visit.
The Astor arrived at 11am. A satisfactory
test launch took place at 11.45 and starting at
12.00 a total of 232 visitors came ashore. The
Tourism Projects Manager, Merrill Joshua, reported a successful visit. “There would have
been a mutiny onboard if they weren’t able to
come ashore in St Helena,” Mr Joshua said.
In an update to The Sentinel Mr Joshua said
107 visitors were on prearranged tours occupying nine pre-tour vehicles, which meant
that 125 were roaming St Helena at their own

Tourists coming ashore
leisure.
Tourism counted 30 taxis at the seafront. They
later received reports of only five private tour
vehicles being utilised. Taxi drivers’ main concerns were that on cruise ship days pre-booked
buses by Solomon’s seemingly monopolise
the market.

A shortcoming on the day was a ‘diversion’
sign accidentally put by a ‘road closed’ sign
at Gordon’s Post diverting the traffic across
country around to Hutt’s Gate before getting
to the Tomb. This was a lesson learnt and Mr
Joshua said, “we just need to be clearer about
what we would like from third agencies.”
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Good Day For A Market
“I Took Back Home Four Cakes”

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

T

he market day held at Lower Grand Parade
on Friday 21 November was hailed a success.
It was one of the activities planned for the MV
Astor visit. Passengers were able to disembark,

due to fairly mild sea conditions, and there was
brilliant sunshine. Those who had taken tours
from the wharf were able to visit the market on
their way back.
Market Day also attracted local customers.
Businesses taking advantage of potential sales
included GK Crafts, G-Unique, Moira’s Cup
Cakes, St Helena Distillery, SHAPE, SPCA,
‘Aine O’Keefe, ABIWANS and St Helena
Hospitality Up-Skilling. Stalls started setting
up at 10am and were winding down at 5pm.
Jamestown market showcasing St Helena wares

The Tourism Projects Manager, Merrill Joshua, told The Sentinel that he had spoken with
all stall holders and concluded that 80% were
pleased with sales. Moira’s Cup Cakes said the
next day, “I took back home (only) four cakes.”
The remaining 20% of local craft vendors said
there were a lot of admirers. Although some
considered purchasing, they couldn’t commit
to sales. This was largely due to customs restrictions at their final port in Australia which
disallows foreign vegetation on Australian soil.
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Tourists enjoying the market

MV Astor Passengers at Longwood
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

L

ongwood Green was busy with MV Astor cruise passengers on Friday afternoon,
21 November. Tourists were visiting Longwood House which is one of St Helena’s
main tourist attractions.
Most of the visitors had already seen Napoleon’s Tomb. Tourists The Sentinel spoke to
made very favourable comments about both
the Tomb and Longwood House, although
one person jokingly commented that Napoleon would not think kindly of wind turbines
being so close to his house.
There were a variety of stalls and all seemed
to have a steady flow of business, however
someone was looking for a cup of tea which
was missing on this occasion.
One stall made a good trade with postcards
and postage stamps. People wrote on the
card, affixed the stamp and on hand was a
red post box for posting the mail while posing for photographs; the box would later be
taken to the Post Office in Jamestown. The
owner of this stall, Audrey Constantine, said
the post box was a novelty but quickly added, “I wouldn’t be without it now.”
The majority of vehicles transporting the
tourists were buses which had been prebooked for the prearranged tours. According
to a source who spoke to SAMS only five
private tour vehicles were utilised.

Tourists visiting Longwood
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Nice ‘Pot-a-Plo’

Everybody enjoys some good ol’ St Helena pilau
Liam Yon, SAMS

Recipe for St Helena Tuna ‘Plo’
W
hen we think about traditional St Helena foods, one
dish will no doubt pop into mind and that is pilau (commonly
spelt ‘plo’). Whenever Saints do a cook up, a ‘pot of plo’ is
usually a big part of the planning. Easy to cook, this dish is
used for parties, get-togethers or even just as a family meal.
Known worldwide as pilaf, plo is basically rice cooked in a
seasoned broth. Although that is the case, the term ‘seasoned
broth’ has taken on a whole new twist here on island. Our
broth, more often than not, contains curry powder as well as
other seasonings. We also add vegetables and, unless there
are vegetarians around, a lot of meat. According to the type
of plo; beef, bacon, chicken and tuna are the most common.
I spoke to a few Saints as well as an expat and asked them
about their favourite kind of plo:Saint Gent: “I like chicken and bacon plo, but I have to have
curry powder in mine, not white plo. I remember when, at
the end of the week, you just chuck everything in the pot and
you’re good to go. Nowadays it’s no longer a cheap meal.”
Young Saint: “I like mild chicken plo that my dad makes and
I like it with lots of ketchup.”
Expat: “My favourite plo is chicken and bacon. Before coming to St Helena I’d never had plo and as soon as I had some I
knew I liked it. It’s funny how whenever there’s a community
event they entice you to come with a pot of plo.”
Saint Lady: “I like Tuna Plo. It’s tasty, fishy and spicy. I’m a
big fan of curry therefore a big pot of curried tuna plo is one
of my favourite dishes.”
The Saint Lady I spoke to gave me her recipe for Saint-style
tuna plo. Enjoy.

Ingredients:

Serves 8 people
1 onion
1 clove of garlic
1 tsp mixed herbs
1 tbsp oil
1 tbsp curry powder
500g fresh tuna
2 rashers of smokey
bacon to taste (optional)
2 carrots
4 medium potatoes, diced
½ cup of mix veg
250g pumpkin

2 cups brown rice
1 beef oxo
1 vegetable oxo
1 dash of tomatoe ketchup
1 dash of brown sauce
Salt & pepper
Bay leaves
Pinch of sugar

Method:
Chop onion and garlic finely and fry lightly in oil. Add curry powder followed by tuna, bacon and carrots. Add oxos, sauces, salt,
pepper, bay leaves, herbs and sugar. Once brown then cover with
water and leave to simmer. Add all vegetable and cook for a few
minutes before adding rice (don’t stir) and extra water. Bring to
boil and turn down the heat. When rice is cooked take off heat and
serve to your guests.
Useful tip: Cook slowly on low heat
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TIME OUT

COFFEE
BREAK
HUMOUR

A
man on a bike, carrying two sacks on his shoulders, was stopped by a
guard while crossing the US-Mexico border.
“What’s in the bags?” asked the guard.
“Sand,” the cyclist replied.
“Get them off. We need to take a look.”
The guard emptied the bags and found out they contained nothing but sand.
The man reloaded his bags and continued across the border. A week later,
the same man was crossing again with two more bags. The guard demanded
to see them, and again they contained nothing but sand. This continued
every week for six months, until one day the cyclist failed to appear. A few
days later, that same guard ran into the cyclist in the city.
“Hey, where have you been?” the guard asked. “You sure had us wondering!
We knew you were smuggling something across the border, so tell me and I
won’t say a word, what was it?”
The man put his hand on the guards shoulder . “Bicycles!” he smiled.

CRAZY MAZE

Find your way through this ‘Crazy Maze.’ Enter through the gap at the left and
work your way through to the middle. Good Luck!

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from this time last year
Dry Gut Fill: It has taken 3.9 million cubic metres of stone, 122 million litres of water and countless hours, but, Basil Read, have reached the half way mark on the way to filling dry gut (what will
eventually become the most southern point of the runway).
The RMS St Helena’s ‘Winner Takes All’ quiz heralded a pre-festive buzz on Tuesday night and
raised around £1,700 for island charities. An estimated 200 people were drawn to the Jamestown
Community Centre to fl ex their general knowledge muscles and have fun whilst doing so.
Youth Games: A broken record and a few gold medals from Jessica Sim, along with a last race
disqualification, was enough to see Jamestown/Blue Hill/Sandy Bay (JT/BH/SB) draw first blood in
the 2013 Bank of St Helena (BOSH) Youth Games. All this at the Games’ opening ceremony held at
the Jamestown swimming pool on Friday evening, 22 November.

PEOPLE

... Places
I’ve Visited

Famous Birthdays
27 Nov - 3 Dec
Proffesor Green (31)
Rapper - 27 Nov
Trey Songz (30)
Singer - 28 Nov
Ben Stiller (49)
Actor - 30 Nov
Bette Midler (69)
Singer - 1 Dec
Britney Spears (33)
Singer - 2 Dec

DID YOU KNOW...
• An average person will spend 25 years asleep

1.

Florida

2.

Bulgaria

3.

France

Dion Leo, Fireman
If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements.
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only
print 1 per week! Email: news@sams.sh with subject heading, top 3.

• Hippopotamuses have killed more people in Africa
than any other animal
• The Arctic Ocean is the smallest in the world
• The most common mental illnesses are anxiety
and depression
• The word laser stands for ‘Light Amplification by
Stimulated Emission of Radiation’
• Reindeer hair is hollow inside like a tube
• Your skin is the largest organ making up the body
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Agriculture and Natural Resources
Division

The 2014 Pet and Livestock Returns
A regular census is taken to determine animal numbers on the island, and is now being held every
two years. A census is due, and all persons owning or caring for any cattle, sheep, goats, pigs,
donkeys, poultry, bees, and both dogs and cats, are requested (and obliged by law) to fill in a return
form. Those who do not have any animals should not fill in a form.
In early to mid December, enumerators will deliver a form to every household that requires one. The
form should be completed in respect of animals owned or kept on Sunday 14th December, and
should be ready for collection by Sunday 21st December. More advice is on the form, but can also be
obtained from the enumerator or from the Livestock Section at ANRD, tel: 24724.
Statistics are vital for assisting SHG in both developing and assessing their policies, and therefore for
the betterment of the island community as a whole. We would like to thank you in advance for your
cooperation, without which the statistics would be meaningless.
PRIZE DRAW! Each form is numbered and a draw will be held from all completed forms:

1ST PRIZE… £50

2ND PRIZE… £25

Harford Primary School
Join Pilling Primary School for their monthly
car boot on Saturday, 29th November 2014

presents a
programme of

Time: 10am – 12:30pm

Carols and Christmas
Songs

Venue: Pilling Primary School playground

in front of the

Book a table for £3
by calling the school
on 22540 or just turn
up on the day.

Canister
Friday 12 December
beginning at 12.30 pm
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SCHOOL PAGE
No Pens Wednesday

Harford Primary School Page

The aim of No pens day Wednesday is to include all children in spoken language activities to support their learning. The day

was organised by the teachers with a variety of activities which required the children to park their pens at the start of the day.
Some of the activities involved problem solving, hot seating, loop question card games, PSHE and other fun interactive activities.
Parents also came in to read stories to classes of pupils.

What were pupil’s thoughts about the day…?
We should do more
of these activities for
our learning.

We had to listen carefully to
what other people had to
say. I enjoyed the speaking
and listening.

I liked having to give my answers
by talking and not having to
write things down

I found Maths the hardest because I
had to keep numbers in my head and I
really wanted to write them down.

I found it hard because I wanted to
write things down and I couldn’t.

Remembrance Day
On Tuesday 11th November a Remembrance Day
assembly took place at the school. This was attended
by parents and invited guests. The assembly took the
form of a presentation relating to the Remembrance
Theme by all Year groups from Nursery through to Yr
5/6.
Nursery set the scene with their rendition and great
marching to the Grand Old Duke Of York. Reception
focused on the symbol of the poppy with their
fantastic song and poem. Yr 1 and 2 through drama,
poetry and song, also portrayed the message of the
poppy. Yr 3 /4’s contribution focused on why we
remember and Yr 5 /6 did something similar but also
a fantastic reading with power point images of the
poem Dulce at Decorum Est by Wilfred Owen a
famous WW1 poet.
These presentations were interspersed with
congregational hymns and the observation of the two
minutes silence with the Reveille played by parent
Anthony Thomas.
Parent Ian Smythe played his
piano for the singing part of the programme. Prayers
for the occasion were said by Father John and Oscar
Smythe.
The assembly ended with a selection of
Wartime Chorus which saw some great singing from
the audience. The
assembly was well
enjoyed by all with
many
positive
comments given by
our invited guests
and parents.

New Student Council
Elected by pupils of the different classes the council is
represented by:
Year 1: Ava Thomas and Nicus DeJagar.
Year 2: Pip Mc Cloud and Jordie Henry
Year 3: Bianca Thomas and Arthur Brough
Year 4: Cheyenne Yon-Andrews and Cian O’Keeffe
Year 5: Grace Owen, Martha Sansom and Tobias
Rummery
Year 6: Hugo Francis
Tori Ellick

Head Boy
Head Girl

The student council have a number of responsibilities
and is the voice of the school.

Harford Primary School
Presents The Musical ‘The Right Shepherds’at St Mathews Church OnTuesday, December 9th At 7.00 pm
All our Welcome
A collection will be taken and shared between St Mathews Parish Funds and PTA Funds.
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SAMS
RADIO 1

102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh

CONTACT THE SHOW
To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or
email: news@sams.sh. You can also contact us via our
Facebook page - just visit the SAMS website, www.sams.
sh, click the Facebook link at the top right of every page.

St Helena News: Monday to Fridays at
7am, 10am, 12noon, 5pm, 7pm & 10pm
also at 3am & 5am Tuesday to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon
Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7am to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
12.00pm: St Helena News, public service announcements and notice board.
Repeated at midnight everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am. Repeated on Saturday at 6.00pm,
Monday at 7.30pm & Wednesday at 12.15pm.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Selection of recorded interviews and programmes from the week, mixed with easy listening
sounds for a chilled out Sunday.

ON

O
MUD ON THE
TIRE
K STIRES
BAC

IN CONVERSATION
Every week day at 5:30pm or 7.30pm
Another chance to hear interviews that made the news
during last week and also this week

RADIO SPORTS ARENA
Monday, 5.30pm, review of the week’s sporting action, local & international. Repeats will be Tuesday at
10.30am and 10.15pm and Friday at 8.30pm.

PAS SHOW - ‘News & Views’
Mondays. after 7pm news & notice board.
Replayed Fridays, after 10am news & notice board.

GOSPEL FM
Every Second Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of childrens’
feature followed by 90 mins of gospel music.

POT LUCK
Every second Sunday, Where Stedson Francis plays
a mixture of middle of the road easy listening music,
interspersed with local and international history.

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am
Presented by Helen Wallis and John Woollacott. Catch
up on the latest chart music. Repeated Wednesday
8.30pm, Thursday 12.15pm and Saturday 1.00pm
BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

Enjoy an Evening of “Gospel Sing”
Vincent March and guest musicians invites all to attend an
evening of Gospel singing at the
SANDY BAY COMMUNITY CENTRE
on Saturday evening 7:30 pm.
There will be no charge other than a donations box, and
refreshments will be served afterwards.
Do you enjoy hymn singing? Then come to the
Community
Centre Saturday evening and give it all you’ve got!
We would love to see you there
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CPA Executive Committee
Derek Thomas to represent the St Helena region

EXCO REPORT
TUESDAY 25 NOVEMBER

E

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

A
t the 60th Commonwealth Parliamentary
Conference held in Cameroon in October, it
was announced that St Helena would be part
of the new CPA Executive Committee. Constitutionally there is a rota for regional membership for three years and this is the first time for
St Helena to be invited. The St Helena Branch
nominated Councillor Derek Thomas as their
representative.
Mr Thomas told The Sentinel the aim of the
CPA International Executive Committee is to
promote knowledge of the constitutional legislative economic social and cultural aspects of
parliamentary democracy with particular reference to the countries of the Commonwealth
of Nations.
Mr Thomas will attend at least two executive
committee meetings each year. The first will
be in Cyprus in April 2015 and the second,
in either October or November in Islamabad,
Pakistan. He will be invited to join either the

finance or planning and programme subcommittee.
“This is a very high-profile and challenging
position and I look forward to the task ahead,”
Mr Thomas said and added, “I do trust I will
be able to make valuable contribution to the
CPA Executive Committee which will in turn
be of benefit to St Helena.”
The meetings will be fully funded by the CPA.
“I will be one of three regional representatives,
the others are from Malta and Cyprus.”
This is a new role for St Helena. “I will need
to familiarise myself with [the CPA’s]constitution and aims and objectives to see what they
are trying to achieve in order to make valuable
contributions,” said Mr Thomas.

xecutive Council met today, Tuesday 25
November 2014, to consider three items on
the open agenda.
The first item was the Civil Aviation (Investigation of Air Accidents and Incidents)
Regulations. These Regulations relate to
the Civil Aviation Act Overseas Territories
Order 2011 which is a UK Statutory Instrument. The Regulations will allow us to
comply with international requirements for
the investigation of air accidents and incidents.
Executive Council approved the Regulations in order to meet accreditation requirements for St Helena Airport. Further publicity will follow on this and other Regulations
relating to the Airport.
The second item was the Minerals Vesting
Bill. This Bill extends the mineral area in,
on or under the ocean surrounding St Helena from 12 to 200 miles. As this protects
the future economic development of the Island, Executive Council agreed for this Bill
to be presented as Government Business
at the next Formal Legislative Council on
Thursday 11 December.
The third item was the Aerodrome Charges
Regulations 2014. These Regulations relate
to the Air Navigation (Overseas Territories)
Order 2013, another UK Statutory Instrument. Charges will be levied on Airport
users, including for landing, navigation and
passenger services – to contribute to the operational costs of the Airport.
Executive Council approved the Regulations.
As this was Acting Attorney General Morag Stevenson’s last Executive Council
meeting, she was thanked for her valuable
contribution. The new Attorney General,
Nicola Moore, will take office on Thursday
27 November and Executive Council looks
forward to working with her.
The meeting ended at 10.15am. Thank you
for listening.
SHG
25 November 2014

COME & JOIN ST PAUL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
CELEBRATE THE XMAS SEASON!

There will be a Festive Parade through the streets of Jamestown on Friday 12th December 2014,
leaving from the General Hospital @ 11am.
You are also welcome to attend our Advent Service at St Paul’s Cathedral on Sunday 7th December 2014 @ 3pm.
A collection will be taken.
We look forward to your support!
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Meeting Room for Hire
Ideal for meetings, training, interviews etc. Seats 10. Bright, spacious and private. Half or full day rates.

Media Centre T: 22727
Castle Gardens E: news@sams.sh

Golfers

The League of Friends
will be holding a
miscellaneous sale in front
of the Canister at Jamestown
on Saturday 29th November
2014 from 09.30 am.
All monies raised from this
event will be donated towards
the purchase of a
mammography machine.
Please come along and support
a worthy cause.

The Sir Henry Galway Cup
Dec 5th & 6th 2014
Eachyear,theSt.HelenaGolfClub
commemoratesthefoundingoftheclub
in1903bythethenGovernorSirHenryGalway,
witha36holestrokeplaycompetitionplayed
overtwoconsecutivedays.
Allmemberswithanapprovedhandicapare
eligibletoparticipate.Toputyournamedown,
seethenoticeboardintheclubhouse,
orcalltheclubon24421.
Thisyear,theSirHenryGalwayCupissponsoredby

St.Helena
Electronic Data
Services Ltd

and

RICHARD
WALLIS
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Primary Teachers Learning French New Attorney General
livered by Madame Laycock, French teacher
for St Helena
Madame Laycock
at Prince Andrew School, whilst the Teachers

Y
ear 5/6 Teachers and Teaching Assistants
in the 3 Primary schools are learning French
alongside their students during French lessons
in school. In St Paul’s Primary school, the lessons take place on a Monday afternoon and
both Pilling and Harford Primary schools have
their lessons on a Friday. These lessons are de-

and Teaching Assistants observe the lessons
they learn with the students.
In addition to this, once every half term the
Year 5/6 Teachers and Teaching Assistants
meet with Alison Laycock for training in the
subject, how to incorporate French into the
Primary curriculum and games and techniques
to use to engage the students in lessons. Friday 14 November was the second training session and Alison was joined by Mrs Carol
Youde, Mrs Eileen Hudson, Miss Sherell
Thomas, Mrs Lynette Joshua, Miss Charlotte Williams and Miss Lisa Joshua.
Miss Lisa Joshua, a teacher trainee who
also attends the training sessions, is learning alongside the team from the Tourist Office and also observes some of the French
lessons at Prince Andrew School when her
timetable permits it.
Alison said that “Staff and students are doing so well in engaging in the lessons and
learning French. I am so pleased by how
well it is going and I am very impressed
with the dedication and participation from
the teachers. I would also like to thank the
Primary Headteachers for their support of
the lessons in schools and providing cover
for the training sessions to take place.”

Nicola Moore Will Prepare
the Island for Air Access

A
n SHG press release stated that after a,
“rigorous recruitment process, Ms Nicola
Moore has been selected to serve as St Helena’s new Attorney General.” Ms Moore
arrived on The RMS St Helena on Tuesday
earlier this week.
Governor Capes, who chaired the selection
panel, said in the statement: “I look forward
to working with Nicola who brings much
valuable experience and expertise to the
role. She and her talented team in the Attorney General’s Chambers will have much to
do in a hugely busy period as we count down
to air access.”
Ms Moore has 21 years experience as a Barrister in both civil and criminal work. Her
career includes service as a commissioned
officer in the Royal Air Force Legal Branch;
as Crown Counsel in the British Overseas
Territory of the Cayman Islands; and in private practice in the Crown Dependency of
Jersey in the Channel Islands.

St Helena Hospitality Up-skilling
Learning international standards to provide an international service
The St Helena Hospitality up-skilling project and Enterprise St Helena are offering an exciting opportunity
to anyone within the St Helena Hospitality sector who would like to gain hands on experience in the
Hospitality Industry in Cape Town or the UK.
This is your chance to learn new skills and develop existing ones whilst working in a professional
environment plus the added bonus of making new friends and associates within the hospitality field. You
also have a choice of gaining this experience over a period of not less than two months or not more than
six months.
All your travel costs and living expenses (unaccompanied) whilst away from home will be covered by
Enterprise St Helena.
If you would like to learn more about this opportunity then we would be thrilled
to hear from you. Contact Gillian Moore, Hospitality Services Project Manager on
telephone 22110 or email Gillian.moore@esh.co.sh

The Economic Development Group | Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill
Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh
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world will be destroyed. In God’s good time it will
all come to an end. We know this to be true both
from the simple logic of the situation as well as the
revelation of such matters in the Bible. “Change
and decay in all around I see, O thou that changest
not, abide with me,” as the old hymn says.
In the early days of the Church the Christians
looked forward to the end of all things. “Our
Lord come” - “Maranatha”, they would call during worship. Jesus’s coming in glory and the end
of all things brings the end of our sufferings, the
end of persecution like the poor Syrian and Iraqi
Christians suffer today at the hands of mad, blood
inspired members of terrorist groups.
Persecution doesn’t end in the Middle East, it is also
rife in Nigeria, Pakistan, Malaysia, Indonesia and
else where. All it needs is a small group of hysteri-

cal extremists to cause bloodshed among the poor,
ordinary Christians. It can even exist in a clandestine way where small groups of narrow minded
atheists and secularists attack the teaching of the
church.
No – we too, like the early church should be looking
forward to Jesus’s coming in glory. We who love
and trust in Jesus Christ, the incarnation of God,
would cry, along with our loved ones and the whole
of the Church all over the world, “Maranatha”.
God, fulfil the Hope of Glory in us!

CHURCH NOTICES

FaithMatters
Father Fred George, Anglican
An hundred and forty four thousand – Maranatha, Our Lord
Come.
Last Sunday was “stir up” Sunday,
the Sunday next before Advent,
so next Sunday is Advent Sunday
and before Christmas there are four Sundays in
Advent. Advent is the time when we consider the
last things. It is not that we don’t think of the last
things throughout the year, but this is our special
time.
On Monday I was in a meeting considering the future of one, two and three Main Street as an hotel.
We were not thinking mainly about the changes it
would be necessary to make but how important it
was for the changes to be as little as possible.
Indeed, there was much talk about how to put back
things which were part of the original buildings.
There would be brass bell pulls to think about, iron
railings, boot scrapers, sash windows and the like.
We considered how important is was that the cottages hidden away in Church Lane should not be
adversely effected. Then there are those great stone
walls onto the Lane and Narra Backs. I spend quite
a lot of my time thinking how we can make sure
that James Town remains the good old city we have
always known it to be and that the country, with its
fine trees and small, stone cottages and its few remaining fine houses of the gentry can be preserved
both for our own pleasure and for that of the visitors
we hope to attract here in large numbers.
I am sure that it is all worth while and yet a time is
coming, maybe tomorrow, may be next year, may
be in the next century, when all these material things
will pass away and all that we know and love of this
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Sunday 30 November
Advent Sunday
8.00 a.m. Eucharist
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist
Cathedral
5.30 p.m. Advent Carol Service
Cathedral
Thursday 4 December
10.00 a.m. Mass
Arabia
Sunday 7 December
Advent 2
8.00 a.m. Eucharist
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist
Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist
St Peter
5.30 p.m. Choral Evensong
Cathedral
The Parish of St James
Sunday 30 November
Advent Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist/Parade
St John
Dedication of Carpet
Wednesday 3 December
7.30 a.m. Eucharist
St James
Thursday 4 December
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing
St John
Sunday 7 December
Advent 2
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St James
3.30 p.m. Eucharist
St Michael
7.00 p.m. Advent Carol Service
St James
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 30 November
Advent Sunday
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist
St Mark
Tuesday 2 December
7.00
p.m.
Eucharist
St Mark
Sunday 7 December
Advent 2
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist
St Matthew

Invites you to join them for their
christmas carolling Programme starting
Sunday 30th november
At the sandy bay community centre at 12.30pm
for a bring & share lunch. Then 3pm advent carol
service followed by tea & refreshments.
Wednesday 3rd december
Carols at st marks hall longwood at 7.30pm
Sunday 7th december
Open air carol service at rosemary plain at 4pm
If you would like to know more about The Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon on
telephone nos 2703/4358.
Take care and God bless.
BAPTIST NOTICES
Saturday 29th November
Prayer meeting, 7:00 am Sandy Bay Chapel
Gospel Sing, 7:30 pm Sandy Bay Community Centre (Led by Vincent March and musicians)
Open Air Service, 7:30 pm The Bridge,
Jamestown (Led by Gareth Drabble)
Sunday 30th November
Church Service:
Combined Service, 2:30 pm Jamestown
Chapel (Leader: Brian Thomas; Preacher: Pastor
Graeme)
Other activities:
Sunday School, 10:00 am Baptist Manse,
Jamestown
Tuesday 2nd December
Bible Study & Refreshments, 7:30 pm
Jamestown Schoolroom (Led by Pastor)
Wednesday 3rd December
Bible Study, 7:30pm Harford Community Centre
(Led by Arthur and Hazel) Longwood
Thursday 4th December
Bible Study, 5:30 pm, Sandy Bay Chapel
(Led by Pastor)
Bible Study, 7:30 pm Blue Hill Community Centre
(Led by Pastor)

Activities at the Army this weekend
Sunday 30th November 2014
JAM CLUB at the Half Tree Hollow
Hall at10am. Bring along a friend…
it’s too good to keep to yourself.
PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE AT
HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL AT
6.30PM. ALL ARE WELCOME.
TEA & REFRESHMENTS
AFTER THE SERVICE.
MONDAYS - MUMS & TODDLERS at 10am
– Half Tree Hollow Hall. Please note there will
NOT be any Mums & Toddlers when it is school
holidays or if the Monday is a Public Holiday.
Every Tuesday
Home League (Ladies Fellowship) at the Half Tree
Hollow Hall at 3.30pm.
Every Wednesday Evening
Prayer meeting & Bible study at the Half Tree Hollow Hall at 7.30pm. All are welcome.
Friday & Saturday ‘REVIVE’ Café & Thrift shop
open from 10am to 1pm. Call in for a cuppa tea
and grab a bargain.
There is always a warm welcome for you at the
Salvation Army.
If you would like to know more about The Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon on
telephone nos 2703/4358.
Take care and God bless.
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 29 November
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Family Life
Monday 1 December
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel Joshua.
Tuesday 2 December
7:30- 8:30pm Bible Study at the Home of Mrs
Beatrice Stroud - Horse Pasture
Wednesday 3 December
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
Thursday 4 December
Bible study at home of Arnold Crowie,
Longwood, 7pm
Friday 5 December
Bible study at home of Paster Paul Millin,
6:30 pm
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
Further contact: Paul Millin, Tel: 22267
BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
THURSDAY EVENINGS
at 8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME
For info. Telephone 24525
“ Today the task befitting great rulers is to establish
universal peace, for in this lies the freedom of all
peoples.” Abdu’l-Baha
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Civil Society Working in Partnership with Government
Ian Rummery, The Disabled Society

New disabled persons changing facilites
at Jamestown swimming pool

D
ecember 3rd is designated by the United
Nations as the International Day of Persons
with Disabilities. This year the St Helena
Disabled Persons Aid Society will be marking
this important day by officially opening the
new accessible changing room at the swimming pool.
For some time now the swimming pool has
had a hoist to assist people in and out of the
pool who are unable to use the ladders. While
this has enabled people with disabilities to use
the pool, there has not been a private area for
these people to change in. The Disabled Society, working closely with Crown Estates and
the Public Works team, with financial support
from the Community Development Organisation were able to design, construct and fit out
the changing room during the pools recent closure for maintenance.
St Helena is not an easy place to provide disabled accessible facilities. The new changing
room fits with one of the United Nations ‘Enable Goals’ in providing safe and inclusive
access to public spaces for persons with disabilities.
In addition the room can be used by parents for
private changing facilities for young children.
A positive example of civil society working in
partnership with St Helena Government.

Ship Ahoy!

German Icebreaker just outside Jamestown harbour

Polarstern Calls
Briefly on St Helena
August Graham, SAMS

O

n Thursday 20 November residents of
Jamestown were surprised to see a large ship
in James’ Bay. Many initially thought that
this blue and white boat might be the RMS
St Helena returning in difficulty; however it
soon transpired that this was a different ship.
The RV Polarstern, a German icebreaker and
research ship, had some difficulty with the
autopilot and requested permission to stop at
St Helena for a short time.

Onboard were 22 PhD and Master students
who are learning how to use hydroacoustic
measuring methods in real-life conditions.

They are on a trip which was scheduled to call
at Las Palmas, Bremerhaven and Cape Town.
The ship left early on Friday morning.

Hair 4U has for sale, Professional Hair Straightening Irons and a
selection of Paul Mitchell Hair products available from Unit 14
ESH Business Park, Ladder Hill. Call 23826 if you need further
information. Wendy would also like to advise that she cannot take
any further hair appointments for this year.
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Invitation to Tender

The Saint Helena Government wishes to invite suitably experienced
contractors to submit tenders for the Refurbishment of No 9 Ladder Hill Barracks.
A copy of the Tender Document can be obtained from Friday 21
November at 9:00am
Please contact: - Miss Nicola Young
Procurement Officer
Essex House
Jamestown
Telephone No: 22270 or email nicola-young@enrd.gov.sh
For further information, and to arrange a site visit, please contact
the Project Manager, Mr Glen Owen, on telephone 23608 or email
gbo@helanta.co.sh
The closing date by which completed tenders are to be placed in the
Tender Box at Essex House is Friday 5th December 2014 at 12:00
Noon.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is not being advertised overseas
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The IVYLETTS Present

Their 40th Anniversary Pantomime

Friday 9th Jan. 2015
Saturday 10th Jan. 2015
Prince Andrew School @7pm
Tickets £3 under 12s £1.50
Available from the Arts & Crafts
and Longwood Stores
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Interserve has a vacancy for a Help Desk/ Planned Preventative Maintenance (PPM) Administrator to join their team working at Mount
Pleasant Airfield in the Falkland Islands.
• The successful applicant will be required to assist in the operation of Helpdesk/PPM function.
• Applicants must have an administrative background, good working knowledge of Microsoft Office, ability to work on own initiative or
part of a team, good telephone manner and customer focus.
• Applicants are required to be a self-motivated team member with the ability to work with minimal supervision.
• Applicants in possession of a valid driving licence would be preferable.
• Applicants must be medically and dentally fit.
• Employment is subject to the applicant passing a medical examination and criminal background checks.
For further details regarding this post please contact Steve Black – PPM & Reactive Manager on 00500 76152 or e-mail Steve.Black@
interserve.mod.uk
Interested persons please forward your CV to Tara Henry Tara.Henry@interserve.mod.uk or fax to 00500 32575
Closing date 12TH December 2014

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Connect Saint Helena Ltd are seeking Expressions of Interest for the provision of an Internal Audit Service.
This will be the first internal audit of Connect Saint Helena Ltd and it is offered on flexible terms.
Suitably qualified and experienced individuals or Companies are invited to submit an Expression of
Interest along with a recommended outline service proposal.
Written EOI’s should be submitted no later than Wednesday 10 December 2014. If you require more
information, please contact Barry Hubbard, CEO, Connect Saint Helena Ltd, Seales Corner, Jamestown, St
Helena. Telephone (00 290) 22255.
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View of King and Queen Rock

Last Chance to See
Gill Point and King and Queen
Walks Set for Closure
August Graham, SAMS

Last Sunday 23 November, the St Helena
Nature Conservation Group did the Gill Point
and King and Queen walks. As the opening of
the airport is around the corner, this was billed
as a ‘last chance to see’ event, with only one
more walk scheduled in the area. It is possible,
however, that if demand is there walks will be
held in December also. The Terrestrial Conservations Officer, David Pryce, stressed to The
Sentinel that this was a walk which could only
be embarked upon with a guide. Members of
the public are not allowed on the walk unless
they have gained special allowances and have
cleared it with Basil Read.
Those who attended the walk all checked in
with Basil Read security and were taken in
four-by-fours to the bottom of Dry Gut. It was

an overcast, but warm, day and the walk was
only marred by a stumble by one of the ramblers. The unlucky member of the walk twisted their ankle and gashed themselves badly
against the jagged rocks.
A doctor was, however, present and the walk
went on, although somewhat slower than anticipated. At the bottom of the walk the salty
spray of the sea welcomed by hot ramblers
who later trudged uphill before finally enjoying great views from the Signal Station at
Prosperous Bay.

Walkers tackling the steep decent
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Job Vacancy
Power Station & Wind Turbine Assistant
The main purpose of this job is to provide practical support to the Electricity
Generation Team.
Duties include:
x
x
x

Assisting with routine maintenance and repairs to the wind
turbines
Assisting with monitoring and adjustment of fuel, air, & lubricant
levels
General upkeep and cleanliness of the wind farm and power
station.

Applicants will need to demonstrate the following skills:
x be willing and able to climb and work at heights of up to
20metres
x good communication skills and ability to follow instructions
x a methodical approach to work
x good attention to detail.
The power station is manned 24/7. This position includes a requirement to provide
relief shift cover which will include weekends, nights and Public Holidays. Applicants
must be willing to work flexible hours as and when required.

Application forms and a job description can be obtained from our Administration
Office at Seales Corner, Jamestown, by telephoning 22255 or by e-mail to
enquiries@connect.co.sh
Starting salary for this post is £6,400. The closing date for completed
applications is Monday 1 December 2014.
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WORLD NEWS SNIPPETS
Civil Unrest in Ferguson, Missouri

Ferguson, a suburb of St Louis Missouri,
has been in uproar after it was decided not
to bring criminal charges against the police
officer who shot dead an unarmed black 18
year old man.
It was on 9 August this year that police shot
and killed Michael Brown in Ferguson. Police officer Darren Wilson had stopped Brown
and a friend for jaywalking. Many witnesses
initially said that Brown was fleeing Wilson
at the time of the shot, and that he had his
hands in the air, however some of them have
since retracted their statements, saying that in
fact they had not seen the shooting.
This latest development in the court case
does not mean, however, that other charges
will not be brought. It is still possible for Wilson to be charged under federal civil rights
laws; however charges will not be brought on
state level (Guardian).
Protesters reacted strongly to the news, as did
the media. The UK Independent newspaper
stated on their website they had “a graphical
account of how a white police officer shot a
black teenager in Ferguson - and sparked race
riots that shook America.” They said the jury
believed Brown to have punched Wilson, that
shots were fired inside the car that Wilson
was sat in at the time after which Brown fled

Politics
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east. They state that eyewitness accounts of
the ensuing actions are very sketchy and it is
possible that Brown either stood his ground, or
charged towards Wilson. In all seven or eight
bullets hit Brown from the front and three of
these were while he was “either falling or bent
at the waist.”
The New York Times used the headline “Nation Reacts to Ferguson Decision,” stating that
“people around the country protested after [a
police officer] fatally shot an unarmed teenager.” The Daily Mail, not famed for sympathetic
attitudes towards minority groups, focussed
their attention on the buildings burned and
businesses looted in the ensuing riots calling it
an “orgy of violence.” They also led with the
headline: “Forensic evidence showed black
teenager came 25ft TOWARD cop while being shot.”
American conservative news outlet Fox News
focussed much attention on the businesses that
had been damaged by the rioting and the police response. They highlighted a ‘tweet’ from
the St Louis County Police Department which
said: “A Molotov cocktail thrown at police.
Officers on scene deployed pepper spray and
smoke in an effort to disperse unruly crowd.”
The Guardian/New York Times/The Independent/Fox News/The Daily Mail

A report into the murder of Lee
Rigby, who was killed with a meat
cleaver, came out this week.
Image: MoD

Turkish President: Women not Equal to Men

Reactions have been predictably outraged after the Turkish President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, said: “You cannot put women and men on
equal footing, it is against nature.”
He went on to state that feminists fail to grasp
the importance of motherhood as a part of Islam. The BBC’s Mark Lowen in Istanbul said
that his comment will be designed to appeal
to religious supporters; however the president

In Brief
After the report into the murder of Lee Rigby
David Cameron this week pledged £130m
to security services saying he would “not
shrink away from doing what is necessary to
keep our people safe.” Elsewhere, Scotland
will be offered total control over income tax.
The bodies of dead Ebola victims have been
dumped outside a hospital doorway in Sierra
Leone where burial teams were protesting,
claiming they had not been paid “hazard bonuses” for dealing with the dead. The Pope
this week waded into the debate over EU migration laws, criticising the Union’s policies.

Rigby Murder Not Preventable
A report into the Murder of Fusilier Lee Rigby has found that his murder could not have
been prevented, despite seven intelligence
operations monitoring his killers, the BBC
reports. The Daily Mail, however, disagreed,
stating that “MI5 ‘could have STOPPED’
Lee Rigby’s killing.”
BBC/The Daily Mail

is likely to lose the favour of more liberal elements in society who think the government’s
social policies “are taking the country in a dangerous direction.”
This is the latest in a long line of comments
by Erdogan who has previously urged women
to have three children and rejected abortion
and Caesarean sections. Earlier in the month
Erdogan claimed that Muslims had discovered

America 300 years before Columbus.
It is not only Erdogan who has indulged in
sexism in recent months. In July this year the
Turkish deputy prime minister was subject to
ridicule on social media after his comments
that women should not laugh in public. As a
result female users took to Twitter and Facebook to post pictures of themselves laughing.
The Guardian

US Trolls Islamic State

Sixty Dead in Nigeria Bombing

The battle between the United States and the
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (Islamic
State, ISIS or ISIL) has taken a strange turn
when the US Department of State founded a
Twitter account dedicated to spreading antiterror messages.
Twitter is a social media site which allows users to connect, communicating with messages
of 140 characters or less.
The US DoS page states: “Our mission is to
expose the facts about terrorists and their propaganda. Don’t be misled by those who break
up families and destroy their true heritage.”
Entitled ‘Think Again Turn Away’, the campaign has been sending out direct messages to
ISIS supporters online. One such ‘tweet’ says:
“Sunnis do not support ISIS; they are massacred by them. Muslims worldwide reject ISIS
- destined to fail.” Another stated: “Brave ISIS
fighters execute unarmed, non-combatants,
then brag about how fearless they are, brutalizing innocents. WEAK.”
Twitter/Facebook

Two explosions in Maiduguri in the northeast of Nigeria have left at least sixty dead.
The two bombs, it seems from reports, were
timed in such a way as to cause maximum
casualties.
“After the first explosion happened and people started to gather, a second explosion took
place,” said Al Jazeera’s Rawya Rageh from
Abuja. At current it is believed the two suicide bombers are women.
The area has been cordoned off and hospitals have been flooded with many casualties,
although no official statement has been released yet.
The city of Maiduguri is a stronghold of
armed group Boko Haram and the state it is
situated in is under a state of emergency because of the ongoing violence.
Boko Haram have taken over two dozen
towns in the state and other neighbouring areas in an attempt to create an Islamic state in
the north-east of Nigeria.
Al Jazeera
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ST HELENA HOTEL DEVELOPMENT LTD

SHHD@helanta.co.sh

Jamestown Hotel Update
November 2014
Following the Executive Council announcement made earlier this year approving the
development of a hotel at 1, 2 and 3 Main Street and the subsequent press coverage, St Helena
Hotel Development Ltd is pleased to provide readers with an update on this significant project.
DESIGN AND BUILD CONTRACT TO CONSTRUCT THE JAMESTOWN HOTEL
Expressions of Interest from both the local and international market were sought via adverts
placed in local and international publications in July 2014 for the design, build, fitting out and
furnishing of the Jamestown Hotel. A total of five Expressions of Interest were received from
construction companies. A Pre-Qualification Questionnaire (PQQ) was subsequently issued to
the 5 contractors. The Hotel Company is currently in negotiations with a preferred bidder.
STRUCTURAL ASSESSMENT
A structural survey and ground investigation has been carried out to assess the structural
viability of the existing 123 Main Street Buildings by South African firm Hatch Goba in
September 2014. The results from the assessment demonstrate that the Buildings at 123 Main
Street are structurally sound and are capable of refurbishment without major structural
intervention. The ground conditions for a new build extension at the rear of 123 Main Street
were deemed suitable for normal strip footing foundation type.
HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT
A Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) is a study to evaluate the impact the proposed development
will have on the cultural heritage resource(s) and to recommend an overall approach to the
Conservation of the resource. The HIA will inform the detailed design stage and will be a key
supporting document for the planning application. The findings from this report will be made
public.
The St Helena Hotel Development group understands that the proposed development site at
123 Main Street does have heritage value (the site is located in the Jamestown Conservation
Area and the buildings are Grade II Listed) and it is important that these buildings are not only
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sustained but enhanced for future use. The HIA will identify the features and attributes that can
be retained as part of the refurbishment works and will also value the importance or otherwise
of any features that may have to be removed to comply with statutory requirements or for
operational reasons. The HIA will recommend mitigation measures where removal of certain
features cannot be avoided.
Two experts in this field from Architect CT arrived on the last call of the RMS from Capetown to
carry out this important work. The architects have been researching material from the Museum
and Archives, and they have also had meetings with a number of organisations including the
National Trust, the Heritage Society and the Head of Planning & Development Control.
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
SHHD has just recruited a Communications Liaison Officer to communicate with
stakeholders, the community and the media. The successful candidate will be announced
soon and once this person is in post, a full communication and consultation programme will
be designed and implemented.
SHG is in the process of vacating the buildings and ESH will be re-locating the St Helena
Hospitality Up-Skilling facility currently located at 2onMain in the New Year.
The Design and Build Contractor and SHHD will be working together to produced detailed
designs, taking into consideration the outline design work, the findings from the Structural
Assessment and also the HIA once completed.
The Development Application will be submitted to Land Development Control and Planning
Authority for approval once the detailed design stage has been completed during the first
quarter of 2015.
Expressions of Interest have been sought from both the International and Local market for
a hotel operator. An advert has been placed in the following publications:
o
o
o
o
o

The Sentinel and the St Helena Independent
UK Government Business Link
Boutique Hotel
Hotel Management International
Hotel and Restaurant South Africa

The St Helena Commercial representative in South Africa has also distributed the advert to
appropriate publications as well as to the South African hospitality industry.
Expressions of Interest are being sought from multi-disciplinary firms to provide advice to
SHHD during the detailed design stage to ensure that the designs and specifications are in
accordance with a four star hotel and the cost plan stands up to scrutiny. In addition, the
company is seeking to appoint a project manager and quantity surveyor for on-site
representation, contract management, quality and programme control, and cost control and
certification services.
The Communication Liaison Officer will publish monthly updates via the local media.
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St Helena & Proud
Print Numbers: Up Download Numbers: Up Facebook Followers: Up

Every Week An Estimated 2,500+ People Read
The Sentinel
all over the world
Advertise Here to Reach Them All
The Sentinel is online every Monday

FREE to view & download
Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, meaning
ongoing promotion for any advertising placed here

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads to: news@sams.sh

www.sams.sh
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Streaming
www.

IVE

SAMS Interview of the Day
Radio 1

Afternoons at 5.30pm or 7.30pm.
A replay in full of interviews
making the news on St Helena

sams.sh

Second Chance
Sunday
9am every Sunday: Catch up on all
the best interviews from the week in
our special, Second Chance Sunday,
beginning every Sunday at 9am

News &
Noticeboard
every week day at:
3am, 5am, 7am,
10am, 12pm, 5pm,
7pm, 10pm

SUNRISE!

Join our team
tea
am onn SAMS
SAM
MS Radio
Rad
di 1,
dio
1
Monday to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from St
Helena, announcements and music,
plus different guests each day. It’s a
GREAT way to get the day started.

Latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from St Helena, 24/7, streaming from: www.sams.sh
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Richard Wallis, SAMS

Opening Soon!

T

he Jamestown swimming
pool has now been filled and is
nearing opening. On Monday,
Public Health officials took
water samples for testing and
once the all clear is given the
pool again will welcome customers. With the temperature
heating up in Jamestown the
cool clear water in the pool,
which is showing off the new
paint job very well, may soon
return to being a popular place
to be. It has taken longer than
the estimated three months
to finish the paint job but the
opening time will coincide
well with the school holidays.

Jamestown swimming pool

Ernest Shackleton Visits
Researchers Go Fishing S
August Graham, SAMS
RRS Ernest Shackleton in James Bay

t Helena has been host to
five rather large ships over the
last week. The MV Astor, the
NP Glory 4, the RV Polarstern,
and the RMS have all visited

the island. The last of the ships to arrive was
the RRS Ernest Shackleton, a part of the British Antarctic Survey, who arrived Tuesday on
her way to Cape Town.
Sources onboard were looking forward to the
visit to St Helena and got a good catch in one
of the local fishing vessels. The Ernest Shackleton left St Helena later in the afternoon on
Tuesday.

‘CHILDREN OF THE WORLD’
A Christmas nativity play
Presented by Pilling Primary School
On Wednesday, 3rd December 2014
Time: 12:15pm
Venue: St. James’ Church

A collection will be taken in aid of PTA funds

Reserchers’ catch of the day
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Jamestown Draws First Blood
First Gold Medals go to Jamestown in Youth Games 2014
Liam Yon, SAMS
Jamestown swiped aside Longwood/Levelwood/Alarm Forest (LW/LW/AF) and Half
Tree Hollow (HTH) to get the Gold in the Youth

Games Volleyball competition on Friday night.
With the exception of Half Tree Hollow, each
district had multiple volleyball teams which
meant the first round was an elimination process within the districts. The strongest teams

Jamestown A (closest) taking on
Jamestown B in the elimination round

SHOOTINGNEWS
It has been an active week for shooting at the
Jamestown Rifle Club. On Thursday 20 November a competition took place sponsored
by Sure South Atlantic Ltd. 32 people took to
the firing platform trying their upmost to shoot
the best score to become winners for a trophy
in the competition. The actual team method
changed slightly due to the uneven ladies and
gents entries, however, all were in high spirit
and supported this valued fund raising event.
Best ladies scores of the night were Madolyn
Andrews with 100.10 and 100.8 (200.18) from
the BoSH Team followed by Chelsea Benjamin with 193.9. For the gents Richard Wallis
topped the board with 97.1 and 99.5 (196.6)
closely followed by Colin Knipe 96.3 and 99.6
(195.9). The best score shot for our youth entries was 169.4 by Scott George. Well done
to all who received trophies and many thanks
for your generous support. The club members
also send out a hearty thank you to Sure for
their kind sponsored donation. All funds raised
will help to purchase new shooting equipment.
A plate of pilau was also enjoyed during the
match.
Tuesday 25 November saw the first round of
shooting for competitors of the BoSH Youth
Games take place. There was a total of 12 entries; seven girls and five boys. Despite the
lack of practice for some, they all tried hard to
finish with the highest score. Although trying

too hard in these events can affect you mentally, it’s a good sign of what it takes to compete
competitively. Girls scores were Shelby Bargo
97.3, Megan Peters 95.2, Kayleigh Harris 94.4,
Laura Duncan 94.2, Chelsea Benjamin 93.1,
Nicole Paulsen 88.1 and Alexia Reynolds 82.
Boys scores were Jordie Andrews 98.5, Jordan
Thomas 96.4, Ross Leo 95.4, Callum Ellick 79
and David Young 68. It was an exciting and
Megan Peters and Chelsea Benjamin
shooting on Tuesday.
Photo: Pat Henry

in each district, normally labelled the ‘A’ team,
moved on to the knockout rounds.
A draw was done before the start of the competition and the first game up was St Pauls VS
HTH, which was last year’s final. Despite their
best efforts, St Pauls could not better the team
in blue and Half Tree Hollow moved on to the
final.
The next semi-final saw Jamestown beat LW/
LW/AF in a closely contested match.
Before the big final the bronze medal match
took place. This was a very closely contested
match between St Pauls and LW/LW/AF. LW/
LW/AF took the first set by two clear points,
meaning the set went past the 25 points mark.
The second set was almost a repeat of the first
with LW/LW/AF making a great comeback and
winning, again, by two clear points.
The last match of the night was the final between HTH and Jamestown. HTH, who were
last year’s champs, put in a good performance,
but good was not enough as Jamestown walked
away with the gold.
That win put Jamestown in top position after
the first competition in this year’s Bank of St
Helena Youth Games.
Jamestown Rifle Club

Pat Henry, Chairman
well attended competition.
Next week on Monday 1st December the final
round of the Youth Games Shooting will be
held at Red Hill shooting centre. We wish you
all the very best and look forward to another
good performance. Thanks to helpers Chelsea
Benjamin, Nick Stevens (Youth Leader) and
Carlos Yon. We wish all involved an enjoyable
BoSH Youth Games. Have a pleasant week.
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SENTINEL SPORT
Martin “Jackson” Buckley got nearest to
the pin in Saturday’s Texas Scramble

Cricket: Australia batsman Phil Hughes remained in a “critical” condition 24 hours after being struck in the head by a bouncer in a
Sheffield Shield match.
There had been no change to Hughes’ condition from Tuesday, when the 25-year-old underwent emergency surgery after taking a blow
to the back, lower left side of the head before
being put on life support.
“Phillip’s condition is unchanged and he remains critical,” said a short statement from
Australian team doctor Peter Brukner.
Hughes was left fighting for his life while batting for South Australia when he collapsed at
the Sydney Cricket Ground after playing and
missing at a sharply rising ball from New
South Wales paceman Sean Abbott.
The left-hander, on 63 at the time, put a hand
on his knee after being struck before falling
face first to the ground. Play in the game was
immediately suspended and the match later
abandoned entirely.
He was then given mouth-to-mouth resuscitation and oxygen on the boundary line after being carried off the pitch on a stretcher.
Football: Sergio Aguero struck twice in the
closing minutes to complete a hat-trick and
revive Manchester City’s Champions League
hopes with a 3-2 win over 10-man Bayern Munich.
City’s challenge had looked all but over after
Aguero’s early penalty was cancelled out by
quickfire goals from Xabi Alonso and Robert
Lewandowski before half-time.
But Aguero seized on a mistake from the otherwise brilliant Alonso to equalise with five
minutes remaining and then broke through
again after a Jerome Boateng error for a brilliant winner.
The victory was City’s first of the competition
and brought them level with Roma and CSKA
Moscow in Group E with a trip to the Italian
capital to come next month.
Horse Racing: Grand National-winning jockey Ryan Mania has announced his retirement
from the saddle at the age of 25, saying he no
longer “got a kick out of winning”.
The Scot shot to fame by winning the Aintree
showpiece in 2013 on the Sue Smith-trained
Auroras Encore at 66-1.
Just 24 hours later, Mania was airlifted to hospital following a crashing fall at Hexham, in
which he suffered a neck injury.
Mania has taken a previous sabbatical, in 2011.
His biggest win since Auroras Encore came on
the Sandy Thomson-trained Seeyouatmidnight
back at Aintree in April.
Mania cited an ongoing battle with his weight
as the main reason for his decision to retire.
Stories from sportinglife.com and bbc.co.uk

GOLF NEWS

St Helena Golf Club Report
Week ending 23 November 2014

Contributed by Brian Yon

Two competitions were played over the weekend as scheduled. 36 players took part in the
two team 18 hole stroke play Texas scramble
in slightly overcast conditions. This was sponsored by Colin and Helen Owen
In the top spot with a very good score of 56
was the partnership of Jon Lambdon and Brian
(peaches) Coleman. The runners up were Norman Thomas and Neil Joshua with a 61 with
Brian (Dinky Boy) Yon and David Breed taking third place with a score of 62. Cecil (gigs)
Thomas and Bobby Crowie also had a 62 but
lost out by one stroke on the count back. Martin (Jackson) Buckley won nearest the pin on
the 14th hole. Five teams won the two ball
pool; Sonia Niemand and Anel Hayward on
the 7th, Nicky Stevens and David on the 2nd
and 18th, Norman Thomas and Neil Joshua on
the 5th and Joan Thomas and Peter Johnson
on the 7th.
The golf club would like to thank Colin and
Helen Owen for sponsoring the competition,
the curry and rice meal provided after the
game, and also for their continued support to
the Golf Club.
On Sunday, in dry sunny conditions, ten players took part in the 18 hole Stroke play competition. In the top spot was Brian (Dinky boy)
Yon with a score of net 68 and runner up was
Larry Legg with a score of net 70. No one
managed to hole out in a two to share the ball
pool.
Unfortunately the ladies monthly medal that
was to take place on Sunday had to be cancelled. Nevertheless thank you to all who took

part in the weekend’s competitions and congratulations to all the winners.
Competitions for this weekend: On Saturday
there will be an 18 hole Stableford and on Sunday there will be the Monthly Medal Sponsored by Basil Read; both competitions will
tee off at 12noon. Please put your name on the
sign up list which is posted on the club’s notice
board by Friday 28 November if you wish to
participate in any of these competitions.
The club will be organising a raffle for a Xmas
Hamper and is looking for donations from
members. Please sign against a list of items
posted on the club notice board by 30 November.
Stay safe, have a good week and keep swinging!

SKITTLES NEWS
BLUE HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
SKITTLES RESULTS

Tuesday 25 November 2014
Punishers 328

Weaklinks 270

Andy Timm, 58 L HSc Lorraine & Jenny, 54
Gavin Ellick, 64 G HSc Ray Matches &
L HSp Geoff Francis, 46
Gavin Ellick, 15 G HSp

Pin Breakers 326
Di Williams, 47
Earl Williams, 68
Cecily Williams, 9
Ronald Williams, 17

Blue Notes 286
L HSc Joan Peters, 45
G HSc George Richards, 65
L HSp
G HSp George Richards, 12

SKITTLES FIXTURES

Tuesday 2 December 2014
Lucky Strikes v Weaklinks
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SENTINEL SPORT
St Pauls’ Batsman
Charlie Herne on
the long walk back
to the pavillion

CRICKET RESULTS
Saturday 22 November 2014
Jamestown Zodiacs Western B Warriors
176/8
133
Jamie Essex, 101
Melvin Henry, 29
Reece Francis, 4/27 (5)
Gareth Johnson, 3/19 (5)
Jamie Essex 3, Jordie Henry 2, Melvin Henry 1

Sandy Bay Pirates

J/Town Barracudas

111
114/2
Simon Scipio, 15
David George, 58
Ronan Legg, 1/14 (1.4)
Gavin George, 5/15 (6)
Gavin George 3, David George 2, Andrew Yon 1

Sunday 23 November 2014
Levelwood Allstars Western A Mustangs
311/4
90
Darrell Leo, 111
Mark Williams, 27
Ross Henry, 3/5 (3)
Keegan Yon, 1/13 (1)
Darrell Leo 3, Ross Henry 2, Dane Leo 1

St Pauls B

Levelwood Rebels

99
103/2
Darren Duncan, 19
Delory Leo, 38
Cliff Richards, 1/20 (2)
Delroy Leo, 5/16 (6)
Delroy Leo 3, Brendan Leo 2, Ralph Knipe 1

CRICKET FIXTURES
Saturday 29 November - 8.45am

St Pauls B vs Levelwood Allstars
1.15pm

St Matthews Lions vs Jamestown Zodiacs
Organiser: Western A Mustangs
Sunday 30 November - 8.45am

Sandy Bay Pirates vs Levelwood Rebels
continued from back page
so-handsome 26/4, St Pauls needed a batsman
to ‘stick around’ with Duncan who held up his
end, whilst wickets fell around him. Lourens
Malan and Cliff Richards fell short of the task,
registering a golden duck each. Both bowled,
having faced a single delivery from D Leo.
Darren Reynolds made it a duo of Darrens
at the crease, and the St Pauls batsmen combined to produce their most positive period of
the match. Duncan continued with his solid
defence, and registered the occasional boundary whilst Reynolds seemed to follow suit,
squeezing away the odd 4 whilst keeping his
wicket intact.
The partnership was broken by a piece of masterful skill from young Rebels’ bowler, Aiden
Leo. A slower ball delivered from the back
of the hand deceived Reynolds, making him
duck under what appeared to be beamer aimed
at the head, but was in fact a slow looping ball
that went on to crash into the stumps. A bewildered Reynolds left the crease having made 9.
St Pauls added to their total, slowly pushing the
score up to a more healthy-looking 99, before
their hopes of posting a defendable total were
destroyed by two excellent pieces of fielding from Rebels’ youngsters, Aiden Leo and
Brooklyn Fowler. Throwing down the stumps
to secure two run outs. The first removing set
batsmen Duncan, for a well compiled 19 and
the latter picking up the wicket of Colin Knipe
to finish the innings.
Although totals less than 99 have been defended before, it did not happen on this occasion.
Rebels opening batsmen, D Leo and Brendon
Leo started their innings without much trouble, both selecting the deliveries to score off

knowing they had bags of time to chase down
the under par total. D Leo struck 5 boundaries
and a maximum as he compiled 38 before being bowled by Cliff Richards and Brendon Leo
put on 25 before he was out, caught Richards,
bowled Dillon.
Although Rebels lost both openers, the brunt
of the work had been done. Ralph Knipe and

1.15pm

HTH Dolphins vs Western B Warriors
Organiser: Jamestown Barracudas

Aiden Leo put on the further 18 runs required
to finish the job. Rebels have started the season with two victories from two games, which
is more than can be said about the more senior
Levelwood side, Allstars.

St Pauls’ Batsman Darren Reynolds bewildered walking away from the crease
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SPORTS ARENA
Brendon Leo bowling for the Levelwood Rebels as
Darren Duncan waits to get on strike for St Pauls B

REVEL IN THE REBELS

EASY WIN FOR THE LEVELWOOD REBELS ON SUNDAY
Weston Clingham
on the move for the
Levelwood Rebels

Longwood Rebels 109/2 vs St Pauls B 99
Sun 23 November 2014 - Match Report

Damien O’Bey
Levelwood Rebels (103/2), pulled off a convincing victory over St
Pauls B (99 all out) in a low scoring affair on Sunday afternoon.
St Pauls made a solid enough start after having been sent in to bat. Both
openers got off the mark with the mercurial Ajay Bennett seemingly in
a boundary hitting mood. His partner Ben Dillon got in on the act with
a four but was the first wicket to fall, bowled by Rebels’ skipper Delroy
Leo for four in the opening over.
Leo was in inspired form and snagged a string of wickets after securing
his first. Bennett continued with the big hitting registering a 4 and a 6
until he was caught out by Weston Clingham, bowled by Ralph Knipe.
Having lost both openers St Pauls plunged further into a pit off troubles
when number three batsman Adrian Bowers got out after registering
just a single. He was caught by Perry Leo, bowled by D Leo.
Darren Duncan provided a period of consolidation with his solid defensive play. The cross handed batsman fended of the accurate deliveries from the Rebels bowling attack with consummate ease. His batting
technique is not something you would find in any coaching manual, but
on this occasion it served both him and St Pauls B well. At the other
end, Rico Thomas occupied the crease for a few overs but soon he too
was bowled by D Leo for just the one run.
With the score at a notcontinued inside

