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In The Dark Over ‘Monkat’
Chasing the Tom Cat Tale in Rupert’s

A ‘big’ cat has stirred up some excitement on the island this past 
week after three people reported different sightings of a ‘strange,’ 
‘ugly’ animal in Rupert’s Valley.  The island rumour mill went into 
overdrive and the word ‘monkey’ was also mentioned, but after 
some investigations the island vet has concluded the likely culprit 
is a large tom cat.
Ruperts resident Valerie Henry gave an account of this creature to 
Basil Read and Halcrow at an Airport Project meeting last Thursday 
evening (3 July).  “I went out into my yard and saw this strange 
thing sitting on the wall,” Valerie told SAMS.  It ran away, toward 
the pipeline when she stepped outside, and then up the hill on the 
Banks side of the valley.  “It didn’t look like a normal cat, its ears 

Basil Read Night 
Watchman, Wavel 
Thomas, at work 
where he spotted the 
mystery creature.Continued on page 2

Sharon Henry and Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS
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were straight up and hair was all over its face.  
The face was brown and it was ugly.  It had a 
very long, round tail.  It could have been a big 
cat.  Everyone in the valley wants to see this 
thing now!”
It seems the fi rst sighting of this animal was 
over two weeks ago by Wavel Thomas, a night 
watchman in Rupert’s for Basil Read.
Wavel said he saw the animal only once, at 
about 10pm on Tuesday 1 July, but felt some-
how that it has been around for awhile. The 
animal was seen in a well lit area and walked, 
unhurriedly, past Wavel’s car at one point ap-
proximately 30 feet away. It moved on four 
legs, was brownish in colour, about 30 inches 
long and 18 inches high, and has a long tail 
and strange looking face. 
Wavel said that he was feeding the remains of 
his sandwiches to cats, which ran away when 
the animal appeared and Wavel, got into his 
car. During some previous evenings he had 
heard cats screaming and he now wonders if 
this had anything to do with the unidentifi ed 
animal. He did remark that cat numbers in the 
area seem to have decreased as well as rabbits, 
and perhaps the animal had been feeding on 
them.
Raymond Augustus also a night watchman 
for Basil Read at Rupert’s is the third person 
to have seen the animal.  He saw it twice last 
week during his shift Monday 7 and Wednes-
day 9 July.  “I saw a big cat, from head to tail 
it was about a metre and say A4 sheet high 
(30cm).  On the Sunday night I heard an un-
usual big scream, very heavy, different to our 
cats,” said Raymond.
When asked if it was a tomcat, “No it’s much 
larger than our cats here.  It’s got a large head, 
its ears stick up, and the colour is like a dirty 

grey.  I didn’t see any stripes or nothing.  
Its face looked normal to me (like a cat).”  

When asked if the cat appeared scared of Ray-
mond, “Not really.  When it was walking it 
was like in wildlife (programmes) you seen, 
big humps come out.  I would say it’s a dif-
ferent kind of cat altogether.”  Raymond also 
noted a decrease in rabbit numbers, “I usually 
count 16 at one time, now there are none.”
All three eye witnesses saw the ‘cat’ on the 
Banks side of the valley.  
Senior Veterinary Offi cer, Joe Hollins told 
SAMS that he assessed some suspect foot-
prints and claw marks but these were not con-
sidered suspicious.  Joe said and he has not 
identifi ed any unusual animal based on the 
evidence and reports so far.  
He tackled the monkey rumour, “They have 
very different behaviour, they get up and 
down on their hind legs and how would it get 
here?  A wild monkey on board ship would go 
bonkers.  A pet monkey would be in people’s 
houses stealing food!
“Given the eye witness accounts it’s almost 
certainly a tom cat, these can grow to quite 
phenomenal sizes.  Eight kilos to your typical 
3 to 5 kilo cat.  There were reports that cats and 
rabbits were disappearing as well.  It’s quite 
likely this animal has come in from the hills 
and looking for food.  Cats are very territorial 
and would be well aware of its presence and 
rabbits would know there’s a tom around.”
ANRD are keeping an open mind and as usual 
are conducting pre-border and post-border 
monitoring.  Joe was asked the possibility 
of an exotic animal landing here undetected.  
“Yachts are banned from landing animals.  The 
NP Glory 4 is checked every time it comes in, 
both myself and Bio Security Offi cer, Jill Key 
board each time, have a good look and check 
the containers.  It can’t be 100% but it’s as good 
as we can do,” Joe assured.  “We were aware 
that lowering a ramp against the shore added 

a level of ex-
tra bio security 
threat.  Also, 
any animal im-
ports now come 
under pretty 
heavy certifi ca-
tion.”
The police is-
sued a press 
release over 
the weekend 
warning people 
not to approach 
any “monkey 
like” animal in 
Rupert’s, how-
ever, they de-
clined requests 
for an interview 

In The Dark Over ‘Monkat’
Chasing the Tom Cat Tale in Rupert’s
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to help answer questions that their statements 
had generated.
Basil Read’s Island Director, Deon de Jager 
told SAMS, “We have investigated the rumour 
regarding a ‘wild animal’ having been seen on 
St Helena and have seen no concrete evidence 
to support this. 
Shipping is governed by International Laws, 
regulations and procedures to which BR and 
the Crew on the NPG4 adheres to. 
No pets are allowed on board the Vessel which 
is cleared by Customs, Emigration, the Vet 
and Bio-Security team in Rupert’s Bay before 
docking.
It is also unlikely that a ‘wild animal’ could ac-
cess the ship in Walvis Bay and if this unlikely 
event did occur, then the animal would and 
should have been noticed on the ship during 
the 6 day voyage.
In the event that a ‘wild animal’ has accessed 
the island, at the same token then, it could 
have been from the RMS (which is doubtful as 
it is also checked by the St Helena authorities), 
or from a passing yacht, or maybe it was just 
a large cat.”
On a lighter note, Rupert’s residents are keen 
to catch a glimpse of the animal and have re-
ported an increased number of visitors (hu-
man) to the valley.  A new kind of Dark Tour-
ism, perhaps!

Valerie Henry

Raymond Augustus

Valerie’s residence in Rupert’s Valley, 
‘Haytown,’ and the back wall where 
the creature was spotted by her
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Chris Dawson of Longwood has com-
pleted his BEng Civil Engineering Degree 
with fi rst class honours. 
Grandparents Joan & Tubby Thomas told 
SAMS about their grandson’s achieve-
ment, “we are so proud of him” and, “I 
just feel over the moon, really excited.” 
They also gave their thanks to all those 
who taught Chris, from St Andrews and 
Portsmouth University.
The BEng syllabus included design of 
structures, transportation engineering, 
geotechnical engineering, water infra-
structure, hydraulic principles, energy 
resources, project management, construc-

Well Done Chris!
More university success for
St Helena students

New Pavement Snaking Up Main Street
300 Year Old Pebbles Now On Show

The pathway of the new paving stones has 
extended a good 50m up Main Street to Chad’s 
Shop.  The enhancement project is in its sev-
enth week and “We’re pretty much on sched-
ule,” said Brian (Briney) 
Leo who is contracted 
to carry out the job, “al-
though I’d like to be a bit 
further.”
Works have been hin-
dered, “Nothing’s 
mapped out to tell us 
what’s underground, 
so we’re dealing with 
cables and communi-
cations, water mains 
and electrics,” he said.  
“Now it’s starting to 
speed up because we are 
familiar with the under-
ground pipeline.”
There has also been a 
good number of com-
plaints, “People have 
been complaining we 
are obstructing traf-
fi c, although we have 
authorisation from the 
Highway’s Authority.”  
As a compromise to al-
leviate congestion Brian 
and his crew of three are 

not mixing concrete on site but ferrying con-
crete from Back Way in a vehicle parked on 
the Stand.
It’s not been all negative, the new-look pave-
ments have drawn favourable comments, 
“People are starting to realise now that the 300 
year old pebble stones are there for everyone 

to see.  And nobody had a clue that these (kerb 
stones) were buried under the ground.”
Do you think the paving stones will last 300 
years?  “No, only until vehicles run up over 
them,” laughed Brian.  Bollards are being in-
serted at intervals to discourage this, “but peo-
ple will still be able to get in,” he said.
The crew hopes to start on the other side of the 
street by the tenth week.

Sharon Henry, SAMS

Chris in the UK

Photo: 
Supplied

tion practice, surveying and material 
science.  
Chris said, “University has been the 
most incredible experience. I encour-
age all those still in school to aim 
towards higher education – it is a 
fantastic opportunity to gain a senior 
qualifi cation whilst having the best 
time of your life.” 
On return to the island Chris will be 
joining Connect Saint Helena. Barry 
Hubbard CEO said, “This is a busy 
time for Connect as a number of in-
frastructure projects are in progress 
and high quality engineering is criti-
cal to their success;  with his First 
Class Degree, Chris has the opportu-
nity to make a major contribution to 
these projects.”

Contractors working on 
Mainstreet pavements
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Liam Yon, SAMS

It’s all over. The FIFA World Cup 2014 has 
come and gone, and what a tournament it 
has been. History was made, cards were 
shown, goals were scored and players were 
bitten, all in all a very entertaining month 
of football. A big congratulation goes out 
to Germany who moved their tally to four 
World Cup titles. I think, for me, an ever 
bigger thank you and congratulations go 
out to Brazil, not the team, but the coun-
try, for hosting one of the most spectacular 
tournaments yet. In the end, the winners 
were deserving and proved that football 
really is a TEAM sport. I’ve heard many 
people say this on Facebook, but I’ll say it 
here, ‘Portugal has Ronaldo, Argentina has 
Messi, Brazil has Neymar, and Columbia 
has Rodriguez, but, Germany have a team 
and that is why they won.’

Moving on now, I was quite disturbed at 
the article that appeared in the Daily Mail 
about St Helena, I’m sure most of you will 
have read it. The way in which the article 
was written makes it sound as though St 
Helena, as a whole, is okay with sexual 
abuse and child molestation, which WE 
ARE NOT! There is no way that the per-
son/persons who provided the information 
for the report are true ‘Saints’ because no 
true ‘Saint’ would ever refer to our beau-
tiful island as a ‘paedophile’s paradise.’ I 
sure hope that this will not hinder the view 
of our island from those people who have 
an interest in this ‘Jewel of the South At-
lantic.’ All I can say is that I love my island 
and am disgusted that anyone could believe 
that the people of St Helena could ever be 
okay with such gross and appalling acts by 
people of the same description.

I’m going to end of on a high note now. 
From Thursday, last week, South Atlantic 
Media Services began broadcasting from 
our new offi ces at the Media Centre in the 
Castle Gardens. I feel this move is a posi-
tive one and it’s defi nitely being displayed 
by the new found life in all of our staff, who 
seem to be extra excited to come and work 
in our smart new offi ce. In saying that, I en-
joyed the great times that myself along with 
the rest of the team had at New Porteous 
House and those memories will defi nitely 
stay with me as I continue working here for 
SAMS.

www.sams.sh Th ursday 17 July 2014 THE SENTINEL

A VERY BIG THANK YOU
Errol, Samantha (Susie-gal), Alec, Whitney, Mitchell and family would like to express their sincerest 
thanks to the special people who made ‘An audience with Whitney and friends’ such a great success. We 
couldn’t have done it without you. 

Thanks to: The Staff, pupils and parents of SPPS, Johnny Dillon, Marty Plato and the rest of the Big Easy 
band, Debbie Stroud – (YOU ROCK!), Blue Magic, Wayne Yon,  Barry Francis, Merill Lawrence, Teeny 
Lucy and students of PAS, Celia and family, Gwen and family, Anna Yon, David and Lenie, Davina & fam-
ily, Giselle Richards, Noleen Fowler, Caretaker Stewie and staff at PAS,  friends and family on Ascension 
Island for their support to Whitney, all those who generously donated to the raffl e prizes and the members 
of our community who supported this fundraiser by attending the event and buying raffl e tickets.
(Excuse us if we have not mentioned any other names)
WE LOVE YOU ALL XXXXXX

The British newspaper, Daily Mail on Tues-
day evening, 15 July 2014, carried an article 
that referred to the non-published, 2013 Lucy 
Faithfull Foundation (LFF) report, which has 
slammed St Helena as having a vile, ‘cultural 
acceptance of the sexualisation of children.’

St Helena Government’s (SHG’s) Executive 
Council issued a statement on Wednesday 
which summed up the feelings of most Saints 
across the world. In it they said, the “Daily 
Mail portrays a false and totally unbalanced 
image of St Helena, and has angered St Hele-
nians, both on-Island and overseas. Those who 
live on St Helena recognise that there are is-
sues around child protection and sexual crime, 
but also know that they live in a remarkably 
peaceful and safe community, a fact invariably 
noted by visitors to the Island.”
The two LFF representatives compiled their 
report after spending just two weeks on St 
Helena, in May 2013. 
The LFF report is quoted in a second article 
from the Mail on Wednesday as saying: ‘the 
society is generically tolerant of sexual as-
sault, except of the most gross kind, and that 
the parameters of what was acceptable had 
been shifted’.
Ironically, this statement could quite easily be 
referring to the culture of tolerance in Britain, 
highlighted by the sexual abuse cases of celeb-
rities in the last two years. 
In 2012 the BBC director-general announced 
an inquiry into the ‘culture and practices’ at 
the BBC that allowed Jimmy Savile to sexu-
ally assault underage girls for decades. It since 
emerged that Savile was allowed to abuse his 
victims at 14 medical sites including hospitals, 
mental health units and even a hospice.
Another British TV favourite, Rolf Harris, was 
convicted this year after being found guilty of 
sexual offences with underage girls since the 
60s. Yet only in 2005 Harris was painting the 
Queen’s portrait and was a part of her Dia-
mond Jubilee concert in 2012.

Just this month, July 2014, British Prime Min-
ister, David Cameron said there will be “no 
stone unturned” in a fresh inquiry into allega-
tions of a paedophile ring in Westminster, the 
seat of British government. First reports were 
made as early as 1983 but were quietly ignored 
until they resurfaced in 2012.

Tuesday’s article about St Helena in the Mail 
was written by Louise Eccles, it makes regular 
references to the LFF report, however, damn-
ing input comes from sources referred to as 
‘Residents,’ ‘a British worker,’ and ‘one Brit-
ish police offi cer.’
There is widespread agreement across St Hele-
na about the real identity of a few of the Mail’s 
sources. Two former SHG health department 
workers who were embarrassingly unable to 
complete their contracts due to their profes-
sional failings, are believed to be sources. One 
of these it has since been revealed had a his-
tory of employment issues in the UK, before 
coming to the island. 
It is understood from multiple, reliable sourc-
es, the ‘British police offi cer’ mentioned spent 
time here, but was never actually employed as 
a police offi cer on St Helena.
Actual residents on St Helena have yesterday 
described the Mail’s sources’ allegations as 
false: that the island was ‘worse than Pitcairn 
Island.’ That the island had become ‘a safe 
haven for sex offenders,’ and a ‘sanctuary for 
paedophiles.’
Social media reaction from Saints has accused 
Daily Mail, of “irresponsible journalism” in 
order to sell a story.
The Mail’s article does not acknowledge the 
commitment and hard work by authorities on 
St Helena in recent years in child protection 
and sexual crime, as well as the strong sen-
tences handed down by the courts to offenders. 
“There is always more to do and we are not 
complacent, but the fact remains that child 
safeguarding provisions on St Helena are 
stronger now than they have ever been,” said 
St Helena’s Executive Council yesterday.

CRUEL ATTACK ON ST HELENA
Daily Mail Used To Slander Island with “Irresponsible” and “False” reporting

Darrin Henry, SAMS

Full Executive Council statement, page 29
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No Outpatient Clinics
Can’t Cope Without Shutting Down Some Services 

Outpatient clinics including nurse led clin-
ics were unavailable from Public Health from 
7 – 14 July due to an ongoing clinical situa-
tion at the hospital, requiring assistance from 
non clinical staff, and volunteers, to enable 24 
hour clinical support for a small number of 
critically ill patients.  
The Chairman of Public Health Committee, 
Councillor, Ian Rummery, couldn’t talk about 
specifi c cases. “Unfortunately we have some 
very ill people that have taken ill at the same 
time. Because these cases are so rare; and 
incredibly rare to have more than one at the 
same time, it does mean having to shut down 
other services in order to provide support.”  

They are receiving support from sophisticated 
intensive care equipment. A registered nurse 
is required in the same room 24 hours a day, 
and also a doctor in the hospital. There aren’t 
other hospitals or agencies to book extra staff 
or doctors from. “Anywhere else in the world, 
these patients would be transferred to a spe-
cialist intensive care unit.” 

A small number of critically ill patients were 
causing an enormous strain. About staff and 
skills shortage being reasons for unavailable 
outpatient services, Mr Rummery said that 
more staff would possibly alleviate some pres-
sure, “but that doesn’t alter the fact that the 
skills required to care for these critically ill pa-
tients; they must be registered nurses with par-
ticular training, and we need doctors who have 
anaesthetic and intensive care experience. 
“Once we get through this particular situation, 
we will sit down and debrief and learn from it, 
and learn what else we can do.”  
The Public Relations Offi ce said on Tuesday 
that outpatient clinics had recommenced. 

All Hands On Deck

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

Sharon Henry, SAMS

Councillor Thomas Joins
Team at the Hospital

Councillor Derek Thomas rolled up his 
sleeves last Thursday to help out at the hos-
pital with the recent staff shortage crisis.  The 
hospital’s plight was raised at a Social & 
Community Development meeting of which 
Cllr Thomas is a member.
He was assigned to the male ward, “I was 
there from 8.30 to noon.  I bathed two pa-
tients, made their beds and fed them their 
breakfast.”
When asked if he’s done this before, “Well 
I’m very domesticated, so it was straight-for-
ward!  When it came to basin baths the nurse 

showed me what to do.  I enjoyed offering the 
service.”
The hospital’s administration staff were called 
in and had a change to their normal routine, 
“It was good team work and everyone worked 
well together,” said Cllr Thomas.
Councillor Thomas was asked if the staff 
shortage situation concerned him, “It is a con-

cern but there were greater priorities with pa-
tients that needed full time care so we have to 
rise to those challenges,” he answered.  “This 
is what the hospital did, they wouldn’t normal-
ly have more than one patient who needed full 
time care so experienced staff had to be there.  
Hence the reason they needed support in doing 
the day to day stuff.”

Statutory pay and sick leave
Second phase to comply with employment regulations
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

Minimum wage was introduced in St 
Helena in 2013. The employment regula-
tions also require, a ‘statement of particu-
lars’ between the employer and employee, 
and move towards paid leave, paid sick 
leave, and maternity/paternity leave, within 
the private sectors, all to be considered for 
introducing in phases. 
A SHG press release on 14 July said that 

the Social & Community Development Com-
mittee (S&CDC) will consult widely with the 
public on a proposal to introduce paid leave 
and sick pay phased in minimal levels over 
fi ve years, commencing 2015. The S&CDC, 
Deputy Chair, Councillor Brian Isaac said 
some private sector employers are already 
generous in this respect, but some are not, and 
employees feel aggrieved by this. He hopes, if 
there are no delays, the new benefi ts can start 
in April.    

continued on page 7

General Hospital, Jamestown

Brian Isaac
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Pooling Together Crafty Ideas
On the issue of maternity leave and paternity 
leave Mr Isaac said this will be the third ap-
proach and employers are aware of this; hope-
fully 2016 will see this introduced.
Mr Isaac agreed that a ‘statement of particu-
lars’ is very important. “People need to know 
what their working conditions are. It actually 
impacts on human rights.” He said private sec-
tor employers will be aware of the consider-
ation to phase this in.  
The consultation will take approximately six 
weeks following which a report will identify 
the next steps. 

continued from page 6

Making New Bags Out of Old Bags

If you are the crafty type or have spare 
time on your hands here is an initiative that 
might interest you, ‘Taking Time for Mak-
ing Time’ is a craft group who meets at the 

Guinea Grass Centre.
The idea came from Wanda Isaac of Abiwans 
who has roped in the help of Ceri Sansom, 
“She’s very keen on spreading the word,” 
said Ceri of Wanda, “and getting people 
back into crafts.  She desperately doesn’t 
want some of the older skills to die but is 

equally keen to see others come up with new and 
creative ideas.”
Created to get like-minded people together, share 
their skills, and pool ideas,  Ceri stressed they are, 
“not a ladies group, it’s open to all,” and she en-
couraged people to come have a talk and have a 
go.
The group’s skills range from bead work, to car-
pentry, crochet, fl ax work and embroidery.  Ceri 
crochets hand bags from used, plastic shopping 
and bread bags, items that are usually destined for 
the bin.  “The bread bags has a kind of mother-of-
pearl fi nish,” she said.
“One of the things we are keen to do is have a 
quarterly market stall, to help people sell things 
they’ve made.”  The group meets every second 
Monday of the month at 7pm.

Sharon Henry, SAMS

Handbags and hat made 
out of recycled plastic bags
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Police forces across Britain have ar-
rested 660 suspected paedophiles during 
a six-month covert operation to fi nd peo-
ple accessing indecent images of children 
online, Britain’s National Crime Agency 
(NCA) said on Wednesday.  Doctors, teach-
ers, scout leaders, care workers and former 
police offi cers were among those detained in 
the action, which involved 45 police forces 
around the United Kingdom.  The NCA said 
more than 400 children had been “safe-
guarded” thanks to the operation.  “This is 
the fi rst time the UK has had the capability 
to coordinate a single targeted operation of 
this nature,” NCA Deputy Director General 
Phil Gormley said in a statement. (Rueters)

Israel escalated its offensive against 
Hamas on Wednesday, carrying out doz-
ens of air strikes and warning about 100,000 
Palestinians to leave their homes in the Gaza 
Strip by a deadline of 8am.  The Israel De-
fence Forces (IDF) held fi re for six hours 
on Tuesday in accordance with an Egyptian 
ceasefi re plan, but an offi cial statement said 
that Hamas continued to launch rockets, 
killing one civilian.  “When it was clear that 
Hamas had no intention of ceasing its fi re 
after it had launched over 75 rockets, the po-
litical echelon approved the IDF to resume 
targeting terror sites across the Gaza Strip,” 
said the statement.  Israel then carried out 39 
air strikes overnight, destroying the homes 
of senior Hamas leaders, including that of 
Mahmoud al-Zahar, a co-founder of the 
radical Islamist movement. Mr Zahar, who 
is believed to be in hiding, was not present 
when the raid took place. One of his sons 
was killed in an earlier Israeli air strike in 
2008. (Telegraph)

The death toll from an Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa has risen to 603 since Feb-
ruary, with at least 68 deaths reported from 
three countries in the region in the last week 
alone, the World Health Organisation said 
on Tuesday.  WHO said there were 85 new 
cases between July 8-12, highlighting con-
tinued high levels of transmission. Interna-
tional and local medics were struggling to 
get access to communities as many residents 
feared outsiders were spreading rather than 
fi ghting Ebola.  Sierra Leone recorded the 
highest number of deaths, which include 
confi rmed, probable and suspect cases of 
Ebola, with 52. Liberia reported 13 and 
Guinea 3, according to the WHO fi gures.  
(Rueters)

You are invited to join in You are invited to join in 
Praise and WorshipPraise and Worship

Date: Sunday 20th JulyDate: Sunday 20th July
Time: 11:00amTime: 11:00am

At the St Pauls Primary School HallAt the St Pauls Primary School Hall
Contact 23085Contact 23085

What are we looking at?
Creative St Helena’s Exhibition Box

Many people might have already noticed 
window displays on the ground fl oor of New 
Porteous House. Creative St Helena’s, Pa-
mela Murray created the exhibition box a 
few weeks ago, “it’s called ‘In Public,” said 
Pamela, “the idea is to have a rolling exhibi-
tion in the centre of Jamestown over a period 
of six months.”  The fi rst piece on display 
was, “made by the community at the Sum-
mer Meltdown held in February,” said Pa-
mela.  A mixture of people between the ages 
of two and seventy added to the piece of art 

work throughout the day.  The display will be 
changed every month, still focusing on mate-
rial  made by the community or community 
based.  Pamela hopes that people will pass 
by and be drawn to the exhibition, “I hope 
individuals will see it and  identify something 
they contributed,” said Pamela.  
Last week a new display was arranged in the 
window initiated by SHG Public Relations, 
showcasing competition entries that marked 
the construction of the terminal building at 
the airport. The pictures drawn are today’s 
youngsters perspective of St Helena in 2014.  
Creative St Helena provided the space for 
the exhibit for a week so be sure to have a 
glimpse soon. 

Anne Clarke, SAMS

Observing the display window of New Porteous House
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Muddy Boots ‘R’ Us
Start of the St Helena
Festival of Walking

In spite of the weather three keen walkers 
who are visitors to the island participated in a 
guided walk to South West Point on Tuesday, 
8th July, led by Valerie Joshua.
After negotiating a few muddy pools, the route 
crossed Botleys and ascended towards Man 
and Horse and then eventually onto the pas-

tureland towards South West Point.  Apart from 
the wet, soggy footpath walkers had spells of 
sunshine along the route and were able to cap-
ture the dramatic views of Manati Bay over to 
Speery Island and the Black Rocks.  
Thirteen walkers strolled through the streets of 
Jamestown on Mr Basil George’s Town Walk 
which started at 2:00 pm on Tuesday afternoon 

at the Cenotaph. 
Alan and Barbara Wood, visitors to the is-
land, said the Town Walk was, “A very good 
introduction to the history of St Helena and 
Jamestown. We would recommend all visitors 
take it. So much to see in a small area.  Basil 
George is an excellent guide and he even slid 
down part of Jacob’s Ladder for us.”

Walkers pose for a picture after 
a walk to Lots Wifes Ponds

Photo: Christina Stroud

Lisa Pritchard, SAMS
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AVES Courses for August 

...Are you interested? 
 

 
Note: These are individual courses and Spaces are limited to 12 people.   

 
*Spaces are limited to 10 people.  

 
Spaces will only be confirmed upon receipt of registration  

forms by the closing date stated in the table. 
 

For further information and registration forms please contact reception at the ELC 
 On telephone 22607 or email: clerk@education.gov.sh   

Course Title Date Time Trainer Venue Closing 
date 

Cost 

*Formatting Documents 
(Fundamentals) 

13th August 
2014 9am-12:30pm Mark Yon AVES IT Suite 30th July 

2014 
£1.25 Per 

Person 

Fire Safety 13th, 20th & 27th 
August 2014 9am-12pm Fire Personnel ELC Hall/Ladder 

Hill 
30th July 

2014 
£5.00 Per 

Person 
Conflict & Stress 

Management 
(Intermediate) 

14th August 
2014 9am-12:30pm Angela 

Benjamin ELC Hall 31st July 
2014 

£1.25 Per 
Person 

*MS PowerPoint 2010 for 
Beginners  

19th & 20th 
August 2014 9am-12:30pm Mark Yon AVES IT Suite 05th August 

2014  

Manual Handling 
(Intermediate) 

29th August 
2014 9am-12:30pm Anthony 

Thomas ELC Hall 15th August 
2014 

£7.50 Per 
Person 

Altering Reactions Between Sheep and Dogs
Addressing the issue of dogs 

worrying sheep

H.M Customs search dog handler/trainer, Paul Laban, has been 
busy.  Paul started a dog training programme six weeks ago to address the problem of 
dogs worrying and killing sheep.  
Dog owners, Tara Thomas, Tom Wortley and Jason Courtis are on the programme and farmer Gary 
Stevens is allowing the use of his paddock and fl ock of sheep for the training.  
The aim is to alter the reactions between the dog and the sheep. “The dogs are taken into the 
fi eld  on a lead and closely watched by myself,” said Paul, “as soon as the dog gives the wrong 
reaction, it is taken out, without being scolded for the behaviour, but made aware of it.  The dog 
is then given a treat and sent back out into the fi eld,” Paul continued.  
After the dog has spent some time in the fi eld with the sheep, it is given a ‘recall’. “The recall 
is purely so that if a dog is in a position where it is in close proximity with a sheep, the owner 
still has full control and the dog will immediately return if called by the owner,” said Paul.
The training has appeared to be successful and the dogs are now within six feet of the sheep 
in the paddock without being tempted to harm them, and the sheep are not bothered by the 
presence of the dogs.  Training doesn’t end there, and should be refreshed every two months. 
The programme is free to all dog owners and Paul can be contacted on 24766.

Anne Clarke, SAMS

Photo: Ed Thorpe
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PROPOSED PAID LEAVE & SICK PAY FOR PRIVATE SECTOR EMPLOYEES 
 

During the review and consultation that led to the introduction of the Minimum Wage on St Helena, it was agreed to consider the introduction 
of paid annual leave and sick pay.  Improved conditions in the workplace will provide an incentive to securing skilled staff and increasing 
productivity.  

Informal Legislative Council agreed on Friday 4 July to bring forward this proposal for public consultation.  Brian Isaac, Deputy Chair of the 
Social & Community Development Committee, commented:  

“Some private sector employer’s terms and conditions are generous to their employees, but the current position remains that employer’s on 
St Helena are under no obligation to provide any statutory paid holidays or sick pay.

“In looking at this, the committee has taken into consideration the current economic position on the Island in the run up to the Airport, and 
wants to balance economic growth with employee protection.” 

The Committee will now proceed to consult widely with the public on the introduction of a minimum level of paid annual leave and sick pay.  
Discussions will be held with various groups, including private sector employees, the Chamber of Commerce, ESH, the Human Rights 
Office, plus at an open access event.  Surveys will also be issued to establish employees’ and employers’ views on the proposal.  

The proposal is to phase in minimum levels of paid annual leave and paid sick leave over a number of years, as indicated below:  

Year  Paid Leave  Paid Sick Leave  
2015 5 5 
2016 7 5 
2017 10 7 
2018 12 8 
2019 15 10 
 

The consultation process will form the basis of a report that will identify next steps. Both employers’ and employees’ opinions will be fully 
considered as part of this consultation process. 

There will be advance notice of meetings for the public through the media, as well as progress updates.  

SHG 
14 July 2014  

Shine bright like a Diamond
An audience with Whitney and friends

Over 450 people gathered in Prince Andrew 
School Hall on Saturday evening to experience 
a night of St Helena talent. 9 year old Whitney 
Arms- Lawrence opened the night singing, 
‘The Power of Love’. The youngster fi lled the 
hall with her gifted voice. As she bellowed out 
the words, hitting remarkably high notes, the 
crowd erupted into applause. 
Compere for the evening, Debbie Stroud, kept 
the audience in fi ts of giggles, during intervals 
and a power cut lasting 10 minutes. 

The evening also saw brilliant performances 
from the children of St Pauls Primary School 
(SPPS), with a dance routine to Thriller. 
The Big Easy also performed, with lead sing-
er, Matthew ‘Squares’ Williams and the Blue 
Magic Band, with lead singer, Cruff Buckley. 
Whitney sang ‘Diamonds’ with SPPS pupils 
dancing on stage with her.
There was a solo piece performed by Wayne 
Yon and two acoustic numbers by Merrill 
Lawrence and Barry Francis. 
Year 5/6 of St Pauls Primary sang Miley 
Cyrus’, ‘The Climb’ as a thank-you and good-

bye to teacher Robyn Sim. There 
was also a tribute to the late Mrs 
Shirley Anderson-Leo.
The event was organised by Sa-
mantha Arms-Lawrence and 
funds raised on the night went 
toward St Paul’s Primary School 
(SPPS) and St Andrews Church. 
SPPS Head Teacher, Pat Wil-
liams, was overwhelmed with 
Samantha and her families kind 
gesture, “ Young Whitney is go-
ing to be a star!”

All photos supplied 
by Ricard Moors

Anne Clarke, SAMS

9 yr old 
Whitney

SPPS performing ‘Thriller’
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SAMS
RADIO 1

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am.  Rewind takes you back to years gone 
by featuring a different year every week, focussing on 
the music and stories that made it memorable.
Repeated on Saturday at 6.00pm, Monday at 7.30pm & 
Wednesday at 12.15pm.

MUD ON THE TIRES
Each week this show turns the musical spotlight on 
the wonderful world of country music. Join Darrin 
Henry as he discovers more about the singers and 
bands, the inside stories and of course, the best coun-
try sounds around today.
Sunday: 11am and 7pm. Tuesday 7.30pm & 11.30pm, 
Thursday 10.15am, Friday 5.30pm.

RADIO SPORTS ARENA
Monday, 5.30pm, review of the week’s sporting ac-
tion, local & international. Repeats will be Tuesday at 
10.30am and 10.15pm and Friday at 8.30pm.

102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh
CONTACT THE SHOW
To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or 
email: news@sams.sh. You can also contact us via our 
Facebook page - just visit the SAMS website, www.sams.
sh, click the Facebook link at the top right of every page. 

St Helena News: Monday to Fridays at
7am, 10am, 12noon, 5pm, 7pm & 10pm
also at 3am & 5am Tuesday to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon
Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7am to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and 
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
12.00pm: St Helena News, public service announce-
ments and notice board.
Repeated at midnight everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Selection of recorded interviews and pro-
grammes from the week, mixed with easy listening 
sounds for a chilled out Sunday.

GOSPEL FM
Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of childrens’ 
feature followed by 90 mins of gospel music. 

  

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am 
Presented by Helen Wallis and John Woollacott.  Catch 
up on the latest chart music.  Repeated Wednesday 
9.00pm, Thursday 12.15pm and Saturday 1.00pm

BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 
100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

REGISTRY OF LANDS, ST HELENA
18th July 2014
NOTICE is hereby given of an application, in terms of section 104(1) of the Registered Land Or-
dinance Cap 65, by BRIAN ARTHUR LAWRENCE of Opposite Pilling School, Jamestown, 
proprietor in common of PARCEL 5, BLOCK 12 IN THE JAMESTOWN REGISTRATION 
SECTION together with FREDERICK LAWRENCE, whose present whereabouts are un-
known. Such application craves an order by the Registrar, (1) that the said parcel and the pro-
prietors’ respective 4/5ths and 1/5th shares be valued, (2) that the 1/5th share of said Frederick 
Lawrence be sold by public tender and (3) that the proceeds from such sale be dealt with in such 
manner as the Registrar considers appropriate.  A copy of the application and a plan of the said 
parcel are available for inspection at the Land Registry, Essex House, Jamestown, during normal 
offi ce hours. Any person who wishes to make representations to the Registrar as to why this ap-
plication should not be permitted must do so within 3 calendar months of the date of publication 
of this notice.
JOHN A. MACRITCHIE, REGISTRAR OF LANDS

‘The Seventh Day Adventist Church Invites Children to Weird Animals: 
Where Jesus’ Love Is One-of-a-Kind
Weird Animals Vacation Bible School  are  for children aged 3 – 11 yrs and will be hosted at the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church in the second week of the end of year school holidays from 
Monday 18 August to Friday 22 August 2014. At Weird Animals, kids will learn about some of 
God’s most creative creations! They’ll participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing 
catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make and dig into yummy treats, experience cool 
Bible adventures and more.

There are limited places available so call Children Ministries Leader -  Cheryl Bedwell now on 
telephone 24217 after 5pm.’

New Committee!
After the second attempt a committee was formed 

at the Jamestown Community Centre on the 23 June.

The newly formed committee are as follows: Chairperson – Emerald Newman
                                                                         Secretary – June Lawrence
                                                                         Treasurer – Patricia Essex (Re-elected)

Members – Sheila Richards; Norma Osborne; Molly Thomas; Dorothy Young; Bobby Essex; 
Arthur Corker; Heather George; Bernice and Mike Olsson.
Please note that all bookings for the use of the Centre, must be made to the Secretary, stating 
date, time period and occassion.
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Expressions of Interest 
 
 
The Environmental Management Division of ENRD in-
vites expressions of interest from the public to carry out 
conservation road verge management on selected 
roads surrounding the Peaks National Park NCA.  
The successful candidate? will be expected to under-
take: 
 

Selective management of verges removing non-
native species and plants impeding road safety 
whilst encouraging native and endemic mosses, 
ferns and low spreading plants. 
One annual cut of the verges bordering the Peaks 
National Park with 2 cuts of Stitche’s Ridge, total 
length 5.5Kms. Funding is set at £1.50/metre. 
The work requires a high degree of technical con-
servation knowledge and species identification 
skills. 

 
For further information contact David Higgins on 24724 
or david-higgins@enrd.gov.sh 
 
Expressions of Interest should be addressed to 
David Higgins, and deposited in the Tender Box at  Es-
sex House by no later than 4pm on the 25th July 2014. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SERVICE, JAMESTOWN

READING AWARENESS DAY
Thursday, 14 August 2014

Once again the Public Library Service will be hosting
 a Reading Awareness Day on Thursday, 14 August.  The 

aim is to encourage and promote reading.

The day will start at 10 am and will include activities for 
both Primary and Secondary ages.  These activities will consist 

of word searches, a treasure hunt, quiz, craft sessions based 
around your favourite book character, storytelling and Lisa from 

the National Trust will be talking to you more about our St Helena 
bugs.  There will be book displays of different categories not only 

in the library but also in different shops.  Stories, jingles and poetry 
will be read over SAMS radio 1 by children of different ages.

On this day we hope to remind children of the importance of reading.  

It is also hoped to encourage children, parents, guardians, carers and 
teachers to use what is on offer at the Public Library. 

Do come along to the Public Library 
and enjoy the day.

Jill Young
Librarian

“Excellent” Response for Shipping
Planning For Sea Freight Post RMS

A total of eight “serious” responses have 
been submitted to SHG for providing ocean 
freight services to St Helena, after the RMS 
goes offl ine.  Corporate Procurement Ex-
ecutive, David Woosey told the Public Re-
lations offi ce that SHG had an “excellent” 
response from a variety of operators from 
around the world.  This included a number 

of different business models and newly pro-
posed hub ports.
SHG advertised in May for Expressions of In-
terest (EOI) for solutions to supply the island’s 
sea freight needs on a non-subsidised, fully 
commercial basis.  This would follow when 
the RMS goes offl ine and the airport opening 
around mid 2016.  The contract would last for 
an initial term of fi ve years with an option to 

extend to 10.
The EOIs are now to be evaluated by a 
team of representatives from SHG, St Hele-
na Line, Enterprise St Helena, the Chamber 
of Commerce and the Tourism Association. 
David explained, “For obvious reasons the 
names of those submitting EOIs and the 
content of the proposals must remain confi -
dential at this time. Solutions received will 
be compared against a variety of criteria.
“We envisage a small number of interested 
suppliers will want to visit the Island,” said 
David, “and, should this be the case, we 
will facilitate Q&A sessions via the Cham-
ber of Commerce.  Once we are confi dent 
that we have a number of workable solu-
tions, we anticipate holding a number of 
consultation sessions with local importers 
to help inform the fi nal tender round.”
SHG Shipping Offi cer, Dax Richards said, 
“If the negotiations go well, we expect that 
a contract could be signed around March or 
April 2015.”

Sharon Henry, SAMS

RMS in 
harbour
last week



14

LIFESTYLE & CULTURE
www.sams.sh Th ursday 17 July 2014 THE SENTINEL

Skipper’s Log Book Eighty Years OnSkipper’s Log Book Eighty Years On
Tales of Marches, Goats and Escapee JonathanTales of Marches, Goats and Escapee Jonathan

Lionel ‘Skipper’ Lawrence started volun-
tary work at 16, as a member of the Mechan-
ics Association, being roped in whilst playing 
euchre (cards).  He was chairman of the Young 
Farmers Club as well as the St Helena Grow-
ers and was on the committee of the Friendly 
Society.
An old sight that many will remember are the 
‘marches’ through Jamestown in legion for 
different societies.  All these years later, Lio-
nel rattled the dates off as if it was yesterday; 
10 November was the Mechanics, 6 February 
the Working Man’s Christian Association and 
12 December was (Ancient Order of) Forest-
ers.
“The Mechanics used to have 700 names but 
you’d never see all them in the marches, it 
might be 300,” said Lionel.  “Things didn’t 
work out after in the later years, young people 
didn’t worry about it and it fell through.”
Each society was proudly led by banners, 
which may now be found in the churches and 
museum.  “Everybody had to go in their best, 
wearing hat and gloves, sometimes they’d 
fi ne you if no hat!”  There’s a red, white and 
blue monument in the Gardens for the Work-
ing Men’s Association placed to celebrate the 
100th anniversary in 1973.
Lionel was a regular helper with the annual 
New Year’s Day children’s Sports on Francis 
Plain from 1956 to 1990, until Prince Andrew 

School opened.  
Remembering his young fi t days, “I played 
full back,” said Lionel and was a member of 
the football association, “they used to call us 
‘the killers’ because I was wild!”  His favou-
rite sport was cricket and he captained St Pauls 
B, “I took the team in 1968 when we won the 
cup.”
Lionel’s family made coffi ns of local wood. 
“My daddy learned as a young boy, from his 
uncle.  My daddy had a lot of mercy on people 
because, if they didn’t have money, he’d make 
the coffi n and they would just pay for the ma-
terials, nothing for us.  And then we would 
carry them down 
town (empty) on our 
necks on bamboo to 
the hospital from St 
Pauls. It was Janu-
ary 1957 we were 
carrying a coffi n 
town when a war-
ship came carrying 
Bahrain prisoners.”
As an apprentice for 
Agriculture & For-
estry (A&F), “We 
had to work very 
hard like slaves.  
Those days A&F 
used to supply the 
schools with vege-
tables to make soup, 
no transport.  My 
route was to walk 
and take my bag of 

40lbs worth of cabbage and carrot vegetables 
from Scotland to the old Hutt’s Gate school.
“In 1951 I went into the stock centre to work.  
I learned how to milk cows, we had 12 Ayer-
shires.”  Lionel then moved to the veterinary 
(livestock) section, “My fi rst day out, we 
went to Botley’s because they didn’t want any 
sheep roaming down Manati Bay; there were 
about 130 sheep down there.  Them days you 
would get 10-12 years for shooting or stealing 
a sheep.
“I remember dogs started killing sheep in the 
60s.  The type of dog I blame for doing it is the 

Sharon Henry, SAMS

Continued on page 18

St Pauls B Team (l-r): Philip John, Mervyn Yon, Barry Plato, Percy Williams, Kenneth Legg, Keith Augustus, Jackie Lawrence, Norman 
Williams, Reginald Leo, Raymond Williams, Tony Green, Albert Lawrence.  Albert (Dorothy’s dad) was 70 and the best wicket keeper. 

Lionel wearing his 
Queen’s Award Medal 
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BREAK
HUMOURI was speeding down the highway with my wife in the passenger seat, when a cop 

pulled me over. The cop came to my window and said, “You were speeding sir!” 
“No it can’t be, I was way under the speed limit!” I said. “Sir, you were doing 70 in 
a 50 mile per hour zone,” the cop answered. “I was not speeding!” I protested. At 
this point, my wife leaned over. “Don’t bother, he always gets this stubborn when 
he’s been drinking!”

A guy walks into a bar in Manhattan. A regular customer comes over to him and 
says, “I’ll give you $200, if you let me smash ten beer bottles on your head.” The 
guy thought for a while and fi nally agreed, thinking he could really use the money. 
The customer smashed the fi rst bottle on his head, then the second and so on, but 
he stopped after smashing nine bottles. “So, when are you going to smash the tenth 
bottle?” he asks. “I am not a total idiot,” the customer replied. “Then I would have 
to give you that $200!!”

A guy goes into a bank, points a gun at the teller and says, “give me $5000.00″. 
The teller quickly gets the cash and hands it to him. The robber then asks the teller, 
“did you see my face?” “Yes” she replies. So he shoots her. The robber then whirls 
around and points his gun at the guy behind him on line, “did you see my face?” He 
asks. “No” the man says, “but my wife did!”

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from last year
After three full months without a Legislative Council, the St Helena sunrise this morn-
ing brought with it a brand new Council. Ian Rummery and Lawson Henry’s tactical ticket 
sharing proved to be a master stroke as their names dominated the vote counting last night, 
clearly a popular choice for the electorate.

After 114 years of providing telecommunications services to the Island, Cable & Wire-
less South Atlantic Limited has been rebranded. Sure South Atlantic Limited is now the new 
name of the company. 

Brothers Mark and Stuart Henry presented a vehicle to Angela and Alex Henry of Rock Rose, modifi ed for 
Angela’s disability. “We didn’t know if to laugh or cry,” said Alex, “Angela was very emotional.”

Two St Helenian marksmen, Simon Henry and Carlos Yon shot their way to a silver medal in the 3 prone 
small bore team shooting event on Tuesday.

Famous Birthdays
17 Jul - 24 Jul

David Hasselhoff (62)
Actor - 17 Jul 

Nelson Mandela (1918-2013)
World Leader - 18 Jul 

Vin Diesel (47)
Actor - 18 Jul

Selena Gomez (22)
Singer/Actress - 22 Jul

Jennifer Lopez (45)
Singer - 24 Jul

DID YOU KNOW...
•   The human liver performs over 500 functions. 

•  Automobiles take up about 24 percent of the total 
     area of Los Angeles.

• American sculptor, Alexander Calder, rigged the 
  front door of his Paris apartment so that he could
   open it from his bathtub.

•   The mummifi ed hand of a notary public, chopped off 
  for falsely certifying a document, has been on 
   display in the city hall of Munster, Germany, as a
    warning to other notaries for 400 years.

•   Most deaths in a hospital are between the times of 
     4pm and 6pm, the time when the human body is at 
     its weakest.

•   The fi rst company to mass produce teddy bears was 
     the Ideal Toy Company. 

COFFEE

CRAZY MAZE
Find your way through this ‘Crazy Maze.’ Enter through the gap on the top and 
exit through the gap on the bottom. Good Luck!

PEOPLE

Top 3 Questions I am asked...

1.   How tall 
      are you?
2.   Do you play  
      basketball?
3.   How’s the  
      weather up 
      there?Sebastian Muermann, SHNT

7ft Sebastian with 
SAMS girls Anne, 
Sharon and Lisa
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New tools in the battle against the Fruitfly 

 
Spring will soon be with us and the peach trees will start to flower – indeed, some are already starting. 
We all look forward to eating our local fruit but the yearly battle with the fruitfly is about to start. Last 
year was a bad year for fruitfly with fruit heavily stung all over the island, and many people abandoned 
the fruit on the tree. This means that the fly was able to breed unstopped in the fallen fruit so we can 
expect a lot of fruitfly this year. 
 
The fruitfly on the island is the Mediterranean Fruitfly, 
or Medfly for short. It is a global pest which hampers 
fruit production for export for many countries, 
including the USA, Australia and Europe. The female 
fly lays her eggs in developing fruit which rots as the 
maggots grow. When they are full size, the maggots 
jump out of the fruit and burrow into the soil to form 
pupae. They can remain in the soil for up to 6 months 
in a resting state. When the females emerge they 
aren’t sexually mature for about a week during which 
time they seek out high-protein foods. Then they find 
a male, mate just once, and spend the rest of their 
lives looking for fruit to lay eggs.  
 
Controlling Medfly can be done in two ways – either 
spraying insecticide on the fruit itself, or by putting 
out poison bait for the unmated female flies.  
 
Spraying pesticide on the fruit means you have to be 
very careful to follow the label instructions of the 
pesticide, as you risk poisoning the fruit itself and the 
person who eats it. Unfortunately, the most popular 
product, Lebaycid, has been withdrawn by the 
pesticide industry and is no longer available, although 
ANRD still has some stocks for this year. Happily 
Ripcord is still available. To use Ripcord correctly you 
have to think ahead and decide when you expect to 
be harvesting fruit. Then you count back to work out 
when to start spraying – you apply 4 sprays 2 weeks 
apart and leave 2 weeks after the last spray before 
harvesting. So you start spraying 2 months before 
the expected harvest. 
  
The problem with using sprays is the difficulty of 
predicting when you might harvest, as this 
depends on the weather. Also, on St Helena harvesting can be spread out over weeks. So it’s very 
hard to get the timing of the spray right, and the Medfly attacks fruit both before and after the spray 
period.  
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The solution is to move towards the other option, putting out poison baits to kill the female flies 
before she starts laying eggs. This was the basis of the attempted Medfly eradication campaign back 
in 1999, which some readers may remember, which knocked Medfly numbers right down. As the bait 
used is protein based, not sugars, they don’t attract bees or beneficial insects. Baits are also not 
put on the fruit itself but on the trunk, leaves and around the fruit tree, removing the risk of 
poisoning the fruit itself. Bait stations can be hung in the trees right from blossom drop to the final 
fruit is harvested, extending the period of protection as long as needed.  
 

Fruitfly baits are compatible with pesticide sprays. You 
can use the baits to protect the trees early on from 
blossom drop and then later on until the very last fruits 
are being harvested, with the spray protecting the fruit 
for the 2 month period of peak vulnerability, if required. 
In many cases baits alone will give enough protection: 
you need to be regularly checking the maturing fruit 
for signs of fruit fly stings. If there is not much Medfly 
activity you can save money by not spraying. 
 
From August, ANRD will be testing a new Medfly bait 
called the M3 bait station. It consists of a protein bait 
impregnated with the same insecticide as Ripcord, 
formulated into bait stations which are hung in and 
around fruit trees. If you have fruit trees blossoming 
between August and October and are interested in 
being part of this trial please called the Pest Control 
Section on 24724 for further information. You need to be 

prepared to check bait stations and survey fruit 
on your trees on a weekly basis.  We have enough 
product for up to 200 trees and will include trees 
on a first-come-first-serve basis, with apologies to 
anyone who misses the list. 
 
A protein bait for Medflies, Hymlure, is also being 
sold by the St Helena Growers Cooperative. This 
can be mixed with malathion and splashed in and 
around trees to protect them. Efekto Eco Fruitfly 
Bait GF-120 is another alternative available from 
both Thorpes and the Growers; in this case the 
bait contains the insecticide Spinosad, a natural 
product approved for use in organic agriculture 
by numerous national and international 
certifications. This product also claims to be 
effective against pumpkin fly, but we’ve not 
tested it. 
 
It will never be practical to eradicate the fruit fly completely; but we can all join the effort to manage 
these destructive little pests, remembering “Prevention is better than cure”. The more people doing 
poison baiting throughout the year and for all fruit types, the more Medflies will get killed and the 
fewer numbers around overall. 
 
Don’t forget – always read and follow the pesticide label. If in doubt, please call Rosie Peters in the 
Pest Control Section on 24724, or email on rosalie-peters@enrd.gov.sh. An ANRD Guidance Note 
on peach tree care and other pest control information is available on our webpage 
http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/integrated-pest-management/ or call us and ask for a hard copy.    
�
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VACANCIES
AAO LEMP Conservation Worker

The Air Access Offi ce (AAO) is recruiting staff to assist in the de-
livery of the airport Landscape and Ecology Mitigation Programme 
(LEMP). If you are interested in the conservation of St Helena’s 
unique habitats and want to contribute to the biggest restoration 
project on the island, this role might just be for you.

Depending upon the experience of the candidate, salary will be
• LEMP Conservation Worker - 
  Grade A1 to A5 (£5,106 and £6,127 per annum).

For further details regarding these posts, interested persons should 
contact Ross Towers, LEMP Project Manager; on telephone number 
22721, or email; ross-towers@sainthelena.gov.sh. 

Application forms and Terms of Reference are available from the 
Air Access Offi ce, 1st Floor, Post Offi ce, Jamestown, and should be 
submitted to Tessa Roberts, Head of Project Support, or email air-
port.directorate@sainthelena.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Friday 
1st August 2014.

FOR RENT
HILLSIDE LODGE

Four bedroom Bungalow in the Hutts
Gate area, fully furnished with garage

and stunning views of the Longwood area.

Looking for a tenant long term £600.00 PCM.

Call Cherry Walters on 02381226761 or 07934193357
Or E mail: cherrywalters@hotmail.co.uk
Or on island call Dora George on 22132

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Labradors, they are gun dogs, it only started 
after that breed got on the island.  It’s been go-
ing on ever since those days.
“Nobody trained me I had to learn from books.  
Then when Dr Noakes came he brought papers 
you name it - he was a good man, he was like 
a father to me.”
Upon turning 18, Lionel’s boss, “Mr 
Humphries put a double-barrel rifl e in my 
hand.  He said I want all the goats to be re-
moved off the hillside but only use it when 
it’s necessary.”  Back in the 50s the island was 
overrun by wild goats and Lionel and a team 
walked from Breakneck Valley to High Hill to 
round them up.  “There were well over a hun-
dred around here (Sapper Way),” he recalled.  
“Everything was endemics those days and the 
goats used to destroy them.  I travelled around 
the whole of St Helena, the only place I didn’t 
go was on the Barn.”  The operation lasted for 
about a year.
Speaking of endemics, “I had a book and it 
was falling to pieces, there were big trees of 
ebony, gobblygare had fl uffy fl owers, Botley’s 
used to be chock-a-block and people used to 

use it for wood, you don’t hear much about it 
now.
“Now, people don’t know who brought the 
white wood weed here,” said Lionel.  “A Mrs 
Lloyd brought it here and she had it 
growing at Willow Cottage at Harp-
ers.  People used to use it for wreaths 
and graves, that’s how the seed must 
have spread,” he speculated.  The 
invasive white weed now covers the 
island.
Born into a family of seven children, 
Lionel was married at 23 and is a fa-
ther of seven.  Him and his wife, Dor-
othy, have just celebrated their 57th 
wedding anniversary.
Lionel now has arthritis, is a cancer 
survivor, is confi ned to a wheelchair 
and recently suffered a slight heart at-
tack.  
Lionel received a Queen’s Award ear-
lier this year for his 42 year service 
with A&F and for his voluntary work.  
He is pleased with his award but was 
“very disappointed” that the certifi -
cate and medal was delivered to him 
via the post and was unceremoniously 
left at the sub Post Offi ce.
Perhaps one of Lionel’s most amaz-
ing stories that will connect with all 
generations was his time with the 
island’s famous tortoise. “I was also 
responsible for Jonathan, we used to 

Continued from page 14

Skipper’s Log Book 
Eighty Years On
Sharon Henry, SAMS

have to carry him from Butcher’s Graves up 
in a big stretcher.  He used to bust through any 
fence, he to used to go up Bishopsholme, up 
the church, even Rock Cottage he would crawl 
up there some way!”

Tablet to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the 
Working Mans Association
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 ST HELENA DISABLED PERSONS AID SOCIETY 

 

 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Disabled Persons  
Aid Society will be held on Tuesday, 29 July 2014, at the 

 Jamestown Community Centre at 4 00pm. All interested persons  
are invited to attend, should you wish to become a member,  

subscription fees are as follows and payable to  
the Treasurer, Miss Jenny Corker. 

 
Life member £15.00 

Joint life subscription for couple £25.00 
Full member per annum £2.00 

Joint annual subscription for full membership for a couple £3.00 
Junior membership subscription per annum £1.00 

VACANCIES
ASSISTANT COOK/PARLOUR MAID 

– PLANTATION HOUSE
The Corporate Services Directorate has a vacancy

 for an Assistant Cook/Parlour Maid to work at Plantation House.  
The post holder will be responsible to the Cook for assisting 
with the supply and preparation of food and to the Residence

 Manager for assisting with Parlour Maid duties.

The successful applicant should have experience in silver 
service, table setting for different occasions, preparing fl oral 

arrangements and general housekeeping duties.

Salary for the post is at Grade B, commencing at £6,542 per annum. 

Persons interested must be in possession of a qualifi cation 
in Hospitality and Catering to NVQ levels 2 or above and

 have a valid driving licence in Class A.

For further details regarding the post, interested persons 
should contact Ms Deborah Stroud, Residence Manager on 

telephone number 24453 or e-mail: ph.resmanager@helanta.co.sh

Application forms which are available from Corporate Human 
Resources and Corporate Support should be submitted through 

Directors, where applicable, to Mrs Clare O’Dean, Corporate Human 
Resources, The Castle or e-mail hro.wfp@sainthelena.gov.sh by no 

later than 4pm on Friday, 18th July 2014.

Corporate Services        4th July 2014 

WEWILL ROCK YOU PAS 2014�

A BIG THANK YOU TO A GREAT TEAM!

�

TO OUR KIND SPONSORS: SOLOMONS & CO, SURE SOUTH
ATLANTIC, MRS HARRIS’ GUESTHOUSE, BASIL READ, QUEEN MARY &
VICTORIA STORES, ROSE AND CROWN, ISAAC’S CONTRACTS, BANK OF
ST HELENA, JAMES & VICTORIA KELLETT AND TO GOVERNOR MARK
CAPES FOR GENEROUS DONATIONS.
TO CATHY HOPKINS & ARTS AND CRAFTS CENTRE, ST HELENA
TOURISM, TIMMY SIM AND DARRIN HENRY
jj

Teeny Lucy

To Headteacher Paul Starkie and all the dedicated and talented students who took 
part in the show. 
To Rob Kleinjan, Pamela Murray, Jonny Dillon, Stuart Leo, Lindsay McGinnity, 
Hema Soni, Eleanor Gilchrist, Andy Day, Ben Samson, Alex Wilkinson, Marian 
Yon, Lauren Evans, Debbie Leo, Kayleigh Harris, Karis Coleman, Carine Young, 
Penny Bowers, Barbara Osborne, Dulcie Herne, Chrezelda de Jager, Anita 
Robbertse, Joe Hollins, Rhez Crowie, Hannah Hickling, Chrezanne de Jager.            
And to all audiences who came along and supported. 
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KIDZ PAGE

Can You Spot the Five Differences in These Two Pictures of Teddy?

Test Your Skills by Filling in the Word Games Below, Good Luck!
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FaithMatters
Pastor Paul Millin

Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 19th July
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Pathfi nder Programme
Monday 21st July
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel Joshua.
Wednesday 23rd July
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
Thursday 24th July
7:00pm- Bible Study at home of 
Arnold & Sandra Crowie
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND     
Further contact: Paul Millin, Tel: 22267

Key Text Psalms 36:7

“How priceless is your 
unfailing love! Both high 
and low among men fi nd 
refuge in the shadow of 
your wings”

The world can be a place 
of great danger but thankfully we have a place 
of safety in God. Whenever danger is looming 
we could fi nd ourselves in one of three groups 
of people.
1.The fi rst group that does not recognize the 
danger and therefore is also unaware of a place 
of refuge
2.The second group that recognizes the danger 
but do not know where to seek refuge
3.The third group that recognizes the danger 
and also knows where to fi nd refuge
The ant-lion is a little dark-looking creature 
that makes a hole in the sand, puts itself in the 
very centre and buries itself completely out 
of sight, except its horn which appears like a 
rusty needle sticking up in the sand. When the 

ant comes along seeking her food in her usual 
busy way, she climbs upon the rim of the san-
dy cup and peeps over to investigate, suspect-
ing danger, she turns to scramble off. Alas! it is 
too late; the sand rolls from under her feet, and 
down she goes to the bottom, when in an in-
stant that little black horn opens up like a pair 
of shears, and "Clip" the poor ant has lost a 
leg. And now the poor thing struggles to climb 
up, but, one leg gone, she fi nds it hard work. 
The little monster does not move or show him-
self. He knows what he is about. The ant has 
got almost to the top of the sand cup when the 
sand slips, and down she goes. "Clip" go the 
shears, and another leg is gone. She struggles 
hard to rise, but a little way up she slips again, 
and a third leg is off. She now gives up the 
struggle, and the ant-lion devours her in a few 
minutes; and then with a fl ip of his tail throws 
the skin of the ant entirely out of the cup, and 
the trap is now set for another victim.
There ant-lion represents the enemy and 
the ant represents you and I friends, let it be 
known to us that we are in danger. Neverthe-
less fear not because the place of refuge by far 
outweighs the danger. God’s love is indeed 
priceless and unfailing. God’s love is non-dis-
criminatory and reaches out to all people. Yes 
beloved friends God’s love provides refuge for 
us all in the shadow of His wings. 

1. My plea is not for us to run for cover under 
His wings when we are in danger.
2. My plea is not for us to come out from under 
His wings when danger seems to have passed.
3. My plea is for us to know that we are always 
in danger and therefore we should remain con-
stantly under His wings. 
Remember it is better for us to be in ‘danger’ 
while under God’s wings than for us to be in 
‘peace’ on our own. 

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul  
Sunday 20 July 16 Sunday of the year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,            Cathedral
10.00. a.m. Sung Eucharist,            Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,               St Peter
Thursday 24 July    
10.00 a.m.Mass,                 Arabia
Sunday 27 July 17 Sunday of the year 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,            Cathedral
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,          St Andrew
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,           St Helena
6.30 p.m. Choral Evensong/Patronal/Parade, 
                              St James
The Parish of St James   
Sunday 20 July 16 Sunday of the year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,             St James
Monday 21 July    
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,             St James
Wednesday 23 July    
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,             St James
Thursday 24 July    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist  with Healing,        St John
Friday 25 July    
7.30 a.m. Mass,              St James
Sunday 27 July 17 Sunday of the year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,             St James
6.30 p.m. Choral Evensong/Patronal/Parade, 
                              St James
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 20 July 16 Sunday of the year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,          St Matthew
11.00 a.m. Eucharist,      Woody Ridge
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,              St Mark
Tuesday 22 July    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,              St Mark
Sunday 27 July 17 Sunday of the year
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,         St Matthew

BAPTIST NOTICES 
Saturday 19th July
Prayer meeting, 7:00 am, Sandy Bay Chapel
GOCOM Meeting, 4:00 pm, 
Knollcombes Chapel
Church Council Meeting, 5.00 pm, 
Knollcombes Chapel
Sunday 20th July
Church Services:
Knollcombes Chapel, 11:00 am, 
“Uplift” Service
(For the younger generation, led by Gareth 
Drabble and Arthur Beckett)
Baptist Services:
Sandy Bay Chapel, 8:45 am, Sermon: Pastor
Head O’Wain Chapel, 10:45 am, 
Sermon: Pastor
Jamestown Chapel, 6:00 pm, Sermon: Pastor
Other activities:
Baptist Manse,10:00 am, Sunday School
Jamestown Schoolroom, 5:00 pm, 
Prayer Meeting
Tuesday 22nd July
Sandy Bay Chapel, 10:00 am Baptist, 
Women’s Association (Led by Hazel Beckett)
Jamestown Schoolroom,7:30 pm, 
Bible Study & Refreshments, (Led by Pastor)
Wednesday 23rd July
Deadwood, 7:30 pm, Deadwood Bible Study
(Home of Winnie Thomas), (Led by Hazel 
Beckett)
Thursday 24th July
Sandy Bay Chapel, 5:30 pm, 
Bible Study,  (Led by Pastor)
Blue Hill Community Centre, 7:30 pm,
Bible Study (Led by Pastor)

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
THURSDAY EVENINGS

at 8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME

For info. Telephone 24525
“Religious teachings are like a course of treat-
ment having for its purpose the cure and heal-

ing of mankind.” Abdu’l-Baha

Activities at the Army this weekend
Sunday 20TH JULY 2014

 JAM CLUB – at the Half Tree Hollow 

Hall at 10am.  Bring along a Friend ….it’s too 
good to keep to yourself.

Special Praise & Worship Service Celebrating 
130 Years On St Helena Will Be Held At The 
Half Tree Half Hall At 6.30Pm.  Special Guest 
Major Gwen Bowers.  All Are Welcome.  Tea & 

Refreshments Following The Service.     

MONDAYS - MUMS & TODDLERS at 10am 
– Half Tree Hollow Hall.  Please note there will 
NOT be any Mums & Toddlers when it is school 

holidays or if the Monday is a Public Holiday. 
Every Tuesday 

Home League (Ladies Fellowship) at the Half 
Tree Hollow Hall at 3.30pm.  
Every Wednesday Evening

Prayer meeting & Bible study at the Half Tree 
Hollow Hall at 7.30pm.  All are welcome.

Every Friday & Saturday
Revive Café & Thrift Shop Opens From 10Am 

To 1Pm.  Still Lots Of Great Bargains.
Advance Notice

Sunday 26Th July 2014
No Jam Club

Morning Service At The Half Tree Hollow Hall 
At 11Am.  Special Guests Graeme & Kath Guy 
& Family From The Salvation Army St Helier 
Corps In Jersey Channel Islands.  All Are Wel-
come - There is always a warm welcome for you 

at the Salvation Army.
If you would like to know more about The Salva-
tion Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon on 

telephone nos 2703/4358.  
Take care and God bless.
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NOTICE BOARD

                             VACANCY - IT Development and Support Offi cer

The IT Section of Corporate Services is seeking to recruit an IT Development and Support Offi cer. The job purpose is to provide 
technical support to SHG Directorates and approved non-Government organizations.  This includes designing, implementing and 
administering computer network systems across SHG, and troubleshooting Local Area Networks and all peripheral equipment.

Prospective candidates should have a relevant international certifi cation in Microsoft, Cisco or Linux systems or at least two years 
experience and knowledge of working in an IT helpdesk environment.  In summary the skills required include; Installing, monitoring and 
troubleshooting Microsoft and Linux Server operating systems and various Microsoft desktop environments.  Installing, maintaining and 
troubleshooting Wide and Local Area Networks and all associated peripheral equipment.  They should also have a valid driving license.

This post requires signifi cant contact with clients and therefore good interpersonal, written and verbal 
communication skills are essential, as is the ability to maintain confi dentiality. The post holder must be able to 

work both independently and as part of a team. A reasonable level of physical fi tness is also required.

Salary for the post is at Grade D commencing at £10,739 per annum but a successful applicant without all 
of the qualifi cations and experience detailed in the job profi le may be required to serve in the training grade C. 

For further details about the post, interested persons should contact Jeremy Roberts, IT Section Manager 
on telephone number 22819 or e-mail: itsm@sainthelena.gov.sh

Application forms which are available from Corporate Human Resources and Corporate Support 
should be submitted through Directors, where applicable, to Clare O’Dean Corporate Human Resources, The Castle

 or e-mail hro.wfp@sainthelena.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Friday, 18th July 2014.

        Corporate Services                                               July 2014 

General Worker 
Within Wrangham’s Coffee Plantation

For further information, please contact 
Daren Duncan, Arable Production Manager  

on telephone number 24461, or via email address: 
solomons.lands@helanta.co.sh  

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc                               
has a Vacancy for a

Application forms may be collected from 
Solomons Reception Desk, in their 
Main Office Building,  Jamestown

and should be completed and returned 
to the, Human Resources Manager, 

Solomons Office, Jamestown,

By 22 July 2014

Solomons offers an attractive benefits package which includes: free 
home-to-duty transport, a Pension Scheme, Annual, Sick, Maternity 

and Paternity Leave, Training & Further Education Incentives, 
Discount on Purchases and much more.   

Salary will start at £5,360 per annum, 
depending on qualifications and experience.

Job Purpose:

To carry out maintenance, 
harvesting and processing at 

the Company’s Coffee 
Plantation.

Person Specification:

Be prepared to work outside normal hours and meet tight deadlines.                                 

Be energetic and self motivated.
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Mobile Banking July 2014 
 

 Bank of St Helena would like to advise the public that Mobile Banking will take place again as of                                  
Monday , 21 July 2014 in the following areas: 

 

Cashiers Office at ANRD Scotland   Monday, 21 July, 09:30 - 12:30pm 
  HTH Supermarket      Thursday, 24 July , 09:30 - 13:00pm 

  Longwood Supermarket          Friday, 25 July 09.30 - 14:30pm 
 

Save yourself the trip into Jamestown, have all your bills paid, make a withdrawal or a  deposit,                                    
request the balance of your account, set up your standing order, submit your remittance requests,                                 

you can even open a new account. SStatement Prints are also available  
 

All of this and much more from your nearest Mobile Banking Station.. 
 
 

H e a d  O f f i c e :  M a r k e t  S t r e e t  ·  J a m e s t o w n  ·  S t .  H e l e n a  ·  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c  ·  S T H L  1 Z Z  
Tel: +290 2390 · Fax: +290 2553 · e-mail: info@sainthelenabank.com · web: www.sainthelenabank.com  

Established and regulated in St. Helena under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008 the Company Ordinance, 2004 and the Company Regulations, 2004 

New RCV Operating

One of the Environmental Health Services’ 
two new refuse collection vehicles (RCVs), 
started work on 30 June. They arrived at the 
end of March but not accepted initially, being 
12cm longer than agreed 
specifi cation. Following 
legal advice and routine 
route road testing, both 
RCVs were accepted. 
An SHG press release in-
formed that an old RCV 
broke down. A new one 
replaced it but without its 
wheelie bin lift to allow 
for conventional loading. 
The Senior Environmental 
Health Offi cer, Georgina 
Young, said that as only 
one RCV is operating 
a Landrover and trailer 
transports rubbish from 
certain areas to the vehicle. 
Real route road testing 
identifi ed necessary road 
maintenance for easing 
tight spaces. Georgina said 

the RCV cannot get to all of the current col-
lection points, including around Seales Cor-
ner, Jamestown. Households along the back of 
Harris Flats have their rubbish collected from 
the ‘Brow’. 
A plan for distributing the 1,300 new wheelie 
bins is being worked up. Georgina said that 

not all households will be issued their own. 
Some will be placed at current collection 
points to ensure all household rubbish is se-
cure.       
Regarding old RCVs for backup, one is to the 
end of its useful life; the newer one has bro-
ken down.    

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

Not all routine routes 
can be maneuvered   

New RCV passing New 
Porteous House during 
it’s garbage collection
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www.sainthelena.gov.sh 

 

Corporate Services, St Helena Government, The Castle, Jamestown, Island of St Helena, South Atlantic Ocean, STHL 1ZZ  

Telephone: +(290) 22720      Facsimile: +(290) 22450      E-mail: barbara.george@sainthelena.gov.sh   

 

 
 
 

VACANCY 
Financial Accountant 

 
Corporate Finance has an opportunity for a part qualified CCAB accountant to work in their 
Accounting Services Section as a Financial Accountant.  The post holder will be responsible to the 
Head of Accounting Services for providing support in the efficient and effective management of 
Accounting Services, the Post Office and Customer Services functions. 
 
The successful applicant will be expected to give support in the following areas: 
 

 Setting strategic direction, planning and allocation of work for the Accounting Services and 
the Post and Customer Service Centre  

 Preparation of St Helena Government’s monthly management accounts and Government 
Annual Financial Accounts 

 Oversee maintenance of the Payroll System 
 Pensions administration  
 Provide advice on financial policies and procedures 

 
Ideally applicants should have excellent analytical and financial management skills, good IT skills, 
be proficient in Microsoft applications including Access Dimensions and Asset Manager and Crystal 
Reports or equivalent packages.  Excellent people management skills with the ability to relate to 
officers at all levels across SHG and Elected Members and an excellent understanding of 
Accounting Standards and Principles are also essential.    
 
Persons interested must be part qualified CCAB accountant (in final stages of study), and must have 
at least 3 years accounting experience, 1 of which should be in staff management.  Experience in 
the preparation of statutory accounts, analysis of financial information and dealing with large 
volumes of physical cash, are also essential to be able to undertake the role effectively. 
 
Starting salary for the post ranges from £13,760 to £26,260 per annum depending on relevant 
qualifications and experience.  
 
For further details about the post, interested persons should contact Nicholas Yon, Head of 
Accounting Services on telephone number 22470 or e-mail: accounting.sm@sainthelena.gov.sh 
 
 
Application forms which are available from Corporate Human Resources and Corporate Finance 
should be submitted through Directors, where applicable, to Clare O’Dean Corporate Human 
Resources, The Castle or e-mail hro.wfp@sainthelena.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Tuesday, 22 
July 2014. 
 
Corporate Services        July 2014  
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY 
 

 
Accounting Technician 

 
 

We have a vacancy within our busy Finance team for an Accounting Technician. 
This is a varied role which offers a great opportunity to develop your skills and 

knowledge in a variety of areas. Some of the main duties include:  
 
 

Assisting with production of monthly management reports 
Processing supplier payments 

Monthly accruals and nominal account reconciliation’s 
 Adherence to Financial Regulations 
Preparation of monthly payroll data. 

 
 

Our ideal candidate will have the following: 
 

ACCA certified accounting technician (CAT) or equivalent  
A strong aptitude for figures,  

A working knowledge of accruals accounting principles  
Preferably a working knowledge of Access Dimensions.  

 
  

You should be a strong team player; be well organised and work well under 
pressure to meet critical deadlines. 

 
We are able to offer a competitive salary commensurate with qualifications & 

experience. 
 
 

For a full job description and application form, please contact our Administration 
Office at Seales Corner, Jamestown, St Helena, STHL 1ZZ. Telephone (290) 22255 

or e-mail enquiries@connect.co.sh
           

             Closing date for applications 28 July 2014 
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Situated at Kunjie Field 
 First building on your right. Car park is available. 

Opening hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays 

From 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Contact Jean Fowler on Tele no 24044 

NEW MENS STOCK JUST ARRIVED 

INCLUDING JEANS AND TOPS.

Amendment to the Spear 
guns control Ordinance and 
Subsidiary Legislation 2011 

This is to advise the public that the Spear guns Ordinance 
and subsidiary Order has been updated and changes will 
be being presented to EXCO on the 22nd July 2014 for 
approval. Changes to the current legislation include an 
increase in the fine to match the current economy and the 
inclusion of a closed area around Rupert's swimming 
beach to protect   swimmers and the closed areas around 
the historical wrecks (as per the Protection of Wrecks Or-
dinance). The Spear guns control Ordinance will now in-
clude all the regulations that were previously in the Spear 
guns control Order, except for the closed areas which will 
remain within the Order. This will strengthen the legisla-
tion. All other regulations i.e. the closed season between 
1st January- 31st March, no spear fishing on scuba and the 
closed areas at Lemon Valley, James Bay wharf steps 
and Long Ledge to Billy Mays Revenge remain un-
changed. 

If anyone would like to see the updated draft of the Spear 
guns control Ordinance and Subsidiary Legislation please  
contact EMD on judith-brown@enrd.gov.sh

Spanish Dancer Recorded in our Waters

On a night dive just off Raymond’s Reef 
between Munden’s Point and Ruperts Valley, 
Darwin Project Manager, Dr Judith Brown had 
her fi rst sighting of a 25cm long ‘Sea Hare’, 

locally called ‘Spanish Dancer.’  “We can now 
add that to our list of species for the area,” she 
said.
Judith has been in touch with a seaslug expert 
in Germany, Vinicius Padula who said, “The 
Aplysia: very interesting! Because there was 
an intense discussion if Aplysia brasiliana 
(from western Atlantic) and Aplysia fasciata 

would correspond or not to the same species 
and recent molecular data is indicating they 
are the same species. However, a true compar-
ative molecular study is missing and the oc-
currence in St. Helena may indicate that, yes, 
this species is crossing the Atlantic (as larvae 
or/and as adults).”

Sharon Henry, SAMS

£5000 Deterrent 
Against Spearing Cray
The ordinance for spear guns is to be updat-
ed to tighten control of our waters for safety as 
well as preservation and conservation.  Darwin 
Project Manager, Dr Judith Brown will be pre-
senting the changes to ExCo next week which 
includes an increase in fi nes.  “We have had 
reports of people taking crayfi sh on the spear 
on scuba,” said Judith.  “One of the reasons for 
updating the fi ne is there is a range, people tak-
ing one crayfi sh is not as bad as people taking 
100.  Obviously if you take 100 from one area, 
that is quite serious during the closed season.  
We need to have a fi ne that is representative of 
the offences.”  The proposed fi ne will be up to 
a maximum of £5000.

Common name: The Black Sea Hare. 
Scientifi cally called: Aplysia fasciata. 
Seen eating the red seaweed 
Asparagopsis taxiformis. A 
new scientifi c record 
for St Helena.

Picture: Dr Judith Brown
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The RMS St Helena has been nominated in ‘Best for Adventure’ category for the 2014 Cruise Awards. 

Please Support The RMS St Helena in the Cruise AWARDS 2014
GO TO CRUISE AWARDS 2014 TO VOTE Click Anywhere On This Page

http://cruise-international.com/place-your-vote-here/
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Join our team on SAMS Radio 1, 
Monday to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from St 
Helena, announcements and music, 
plus different guests each day. It’s a 
GREAT way to get the day started.

Second Chance 
Sunday 
9am every Sunday: Catch up 
on all the best interviews from 
the week in our special, Sec-
ond Chance Sunday, begin-
ning every Sunday at 9am

Latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from St Helena, 24/7, streaming from: www.sams.sh

JoJoiiiin our ttteam on SSSSAMAMAMAMSSS RRRRadddio
SUNRISE! News & 

Noticeboard 
every week day at: 

3am, 5am, 7am, 10am, 
12pm, 5pm, 7pm, 

10pm

Interview of the Day 
Afternoons at 5.30pm or 7.30pm. A 
replay in full of an interview making 
the news on St Helena

http://www.sams.sh
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NOTICE BOARD

 Babcock International Group  
BBC ATLANTIC RELAY STATION 
ENGLISH BAY 
ASCENSION ISLAND 
ASCN 1ZZ 
 

 
Tel +247 4458 
Fax: +247 6117 
  
www.babcock.co.uk 

 
Vacancy for Cleaner – Atlantic Relay Station 

 
 
Babcock has a vacancy for a full-time Cleaner at the BBC Atlantic Relay Station on Ascension Island.  
 
Duties will include General household-domestic cleaning at the BBC Atlantic Relay Station or 
Company accommodation and any other duties as required within their capabilities.  
 
This post will be offered on either a single or household status contract, with bungalow accommodation 
if on a single contract. 
 
Any offer of employment will be conditional on passing a medical examination. 
 
Qualifications & Experience Required: 
 Adequate understanding of safety procedures and safe working practices, particularly in 

the Cleaning area. 
 Knowledge of working with hazardous substances used as part of function. 
 Competent in Cleaning Duties.  
 Strong self-motivation and ability to work with minimum of supervision. 
 Manual Handling Training and other Statutory Safety Training specific to role 
 (Statutory Safety Training will be provided to the Successful Candidate, where this is 

needed.) 
 
 
Desirable Qualifications/Experience: 
 Experience of cleaning techniques 
 Basic Computer/Keyboard skills. 
 Willing to work unsociable hours if required. 

 
A copy of the Job Description can be obtained from the Admin Office on contact details given below. 
 
Please contact the Administrative Officer on +247 4458, or email glen.yon@babcock.co.ac, for a Job 
Application Form, Job Description and for further information regarding the post. 
 
Applications to be sent to:   
   Administration Officer 
   BBC Atlantic Relay Station 
   English Bay 
   Ascension Island 
      or Fax direct to : +247 6117 
 
Applications should be submitted on a Babcock job application form, and must be received before 
Friday  25th July 2014. 

Babcock Communications Limited 
Registered in England and Wales No. 3196204 
Registered Office: 33 Wigmore Street London W1U 1QX 
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Simon wins another 
gold in UK shoot

St Helena’s Executive Council - comprising 
Councillors Ian Rummery, Wilson Duncan, 
Christine Scipio-O’Dean, Lawson Henry and 
Brian Isaac - have reacted strongly to a story 
about St Helena in today’s Daily Mail re-
garding child protection and sexual offences. 
Council believes that the article paints a totally 
untrue picture of the Island, much of it based 
on hearsay.

Executive Council said:
“Today’s Daily Mail portrays a false and to-
tally unbalanced image of St Helena, and has 
angered St Helenians, both on-Island and 
overseas. Those who live on St Helena recog-
nise that there are issues around child protec-
tion and sexual crime, but also know that they 
live in a remarkably peaceful and safe com-
munity, a fact invariably noted by visitors to 
the Island.

“St Helena has the same issues as any other 
jurisdiction and has made strong progress 
over the past few years in dealing with and 
prosecuting sex offenders and improving child 
protection.

“The two reports cited by the Daily Mail in 
fact demonstrate a process of continual im-
provement. We investigate all sexual allega-
tions and anyone found guilty faces the full 
force of the law. Numerous prosecutions of sex 
offenders over the past few years demonstrate 
this.

“The Council has every confi dence in the Po-
lice force on the Island, which benefi ts from 
excellent leadership. We resent the insinuation 
in the newspaper that somehow the Police do 
not take sex offences seriously. Quite the oppo-

site is the truth.

“ E x e c u t i v e 
Councillors rec-
ognise the com-
mitment of Leg-
islative Council, 
St Helena Po-
lice, Social Ser-
vices, the Gov-
ernor, the FCO 
and all others 
involved, in tak-
ing child protec-
tion and sexual 
crime very se-
riously. All of 
us are working 
hard to improve safeguarding on St Helena, 
and are very disappointed in the obvious 
bias in today’s newspaper story. 

“And there has been no attempt to somehow 
cover up the fi ndings of these reports. Their 
fi ndings have been well publicised on the Is-
land and Councillors have held public and 
media debates on these issues. To suggest 
that there is a reluctance to engage in issues 
around child safeguarding, somehow linked to 
a wish not to damage tourism, is absurd.

“Councillors and Government here welcome 
any objective and independent review of our 
current arrangements. Recommendations in 
both the reports cited have been implemented 
and are now well embedded on the Island. 
There is always more to do and we are not 
complacent, but the fact remains that child 
safeguarding provisions on St Helena are 
stronger now than they have ever been. The 

way cases are assembled, supervised and 
prosecuted has been reformed, as have train-
ing and professional standards. In addition, 
our various agencies here are now working 
closely together to review historic cases. It is a 
shame that this excellent work went unrecog-
nised in the Daily Mail.”

Councillor and Children’s Champion Chris-
tine Scipio-O’Dean concluded:
“We are all alarmed by the infl ammatory and 
biased reporting in the article published to-
day. We have taken great steps on St Helena 
to protect our children and vulnerable people 
against abuse of any kind. We know that there 
are concerns, as there are in any community, 
but solid progress has been made in improv-
ing our safeguarding capabilities. We know 
there is still more to do, and we will continue 
to strive for further improvements.”
St Helena Executive Council
16 July 2014

COUNCILLORS ON ST HELENA OUTRAGED BY UK NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
St Helena Island ‘Falsely Portrayed’

On Sunday, St Helenian shooter, Simon Hen-
ry, won a gold medal in the British National 
Small-bore Rifl e Association Air Rifl e, Open 
Championship, in Aldersley, near Birming-
ham, England. 
Simon competed against other shooters from 
across the UK and topped the leader board in 
the A Class with a score of 597.3.
Last week, St Helena’s Commonwealth Games 
team departed the island to travel to Glasgow, 
Scotland, via Cape Town. Simon, who is based 
in Oxford UK, is one of the shooters who will 
join them at the games, when he travels up this 
coming weekend.
Simon is well known on island, having won St 
Helena’s fi rst Small Island Games gold medal, 
in Bermuda, last year. This latest win is cer-
tainly good preparation for the shooter.Simon Henry (right) receiving his medal from TV presenter, Simon Hill. Photography: John Breakwell

above: Executive Council, Councillors Rummery, Duncan, Scipio-O’Dean, 
Henry and Isaac - picture SHG
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World Cup Final Maracana, Brazil
13 July 2014 Ref: N Rizzoli Att: 74,738
Germany 1 - 0 Argentina (after extra time)
Germany won the World Cup for the fourth 
time thanks to a stunning extra-time winner 
from super-sub Mario Gotze in the 1-0 victory 
over Argentina.
The fi nal looked set to go to a penalty shoot-
out in the Maracana, but in the 113th minute 
Gotze chested down Andre Schurrle’s cross 
and volleyed home to cap a historic victory for 
the jubilant Germans.
Lionel Messi, Gonzalo Higuain and Rodrigo 
Palacio were all guilty of missing good chanc-
es to give Argentina what would have been a 
glorious win in the home of their fi ercest rivals 
Brazil.
Tens of thousands of Argentinians had fl ooded 
Rio hoping to see Messi inspire his team to 
their third World Cup win.
But unlike in 1986, when Maradona captained 
Argentina to victory against the Germans, this 
was Germany’s night and there would be few 
who would argue they did not deserve it.
Gotze’s goal was a wonderful strike worthy of 
winning any tournament.
World Cup shorts
Former Argentina great Mario Kempes has 
joined the growing criticism of the decision 
to award Lionel Messi the Golden Ball at the 
World Cup, declaring that the four-time Bal-
lon d’Or winner was “not up to standard” in 
Brazil.
Ex-Argentina star Diego Maradona claimed 
Messi had been given the award for “market-
ing reasons”.
Luiz Felipe Scolari has resigned as manager 
of Brazil, the national football federation an-
nounced on Monday.

Rugby: World Cup winner Mike Tindall has 
admitted he will not seek an immediate switch 
to full-time coaching after retiring from pro-
fessional rugby.
Former England captain Tindall has confi rmed 
his retirement after 17 years of top-fl ight ac-
tion, the 35-year-old rejecting the chance to 
seek a move away from Gloucester.

Athletics: Jamaican sprinters Asafa Powell, 
the former 100 metres world record holder, 
and Sherone Simpson have had their doping 
bans reduced from 18 months to six months 
and are free to compete immediately, the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport has announced.
The pair were suspended by a Jamaica Anti-
doping disciplinary panel after testing positive 
for the banned stimulant oxilofrine. As the six-
month bans have already been served, they are 
now eligible to compete.

Darrin Henry, SAMS

Catching the eye in their brand new gold and 
green tracksuits, St Helena’s Commonwealth 
Games team began their long journey to 
Glasgow, on Friday (11 July) last week. Fami-
ly and well wishers had turned out at the wharf 
that morning to bid the team farewell.
“I feel very proud and I hope they do their 
best,” said Jenny Andrews, who was there to 
say goodbye to her daughter Madolyn and son 
Jordie who are both taking part in shooting.
“I feel excited; overwhelmed,” said Madolyn, 
“I feel proud and I’m going to represent my 
island.” She also admitted to a “little couple” 
nerves. Madolyn made Sentinel headlines in 
January this year when she set a new club re-
cord, shooting 100.10 (one hundred point ten) 
maximum score at the Jamestown Rifl e Club.
Madolyn’s 16 year old brother, Jordie said, “It 
feels great. It feels really exciting and it will be 
a good experience for me.”  When asked what 
he was most looking forward to, he replied, 
“The adventure and the shooting, I’m look-
ing forward to that, to fi nd out different things 
for the upcoming games,” a reference to next 
year’s Small Island Games. 
NASAS’s (National Amateur Sporting Associ-
ation of St Helena) Chairman, Eric Benjamin, 
was at the sea front to see the team off: “A 
lump is in my throat. When I see my team all 
dressed up like this, ready to go, I’m so proud 
of the kids that they’re going, the whole team, 
and I know they’re going to do us well. I think 
that they must look up, be positive about what 
they’re going to do, be brave.” 
Angela Benjamin was another mum saying 

goodbye to her daughter, Chelsea, also taking 
part in the shooting. “It’s still a bit hard to be-
lieve but I just feel so excited for her and just 
want her to do her best.”
Ben Dillon, is the only athlete from St Helena 
taking part in swimming. His mum, Anne said 
all she wanted was for him to, “Just do his best 
and represent the island well.” 
Ben’s dad, Johnny had been helping his son 
with his training. “He’s not in bad shape but 
as a parent you always say they can do better,” 
said Johnny. “I feel quite happy for him. He’s 
been training hard, so this is his carrot now.”
Onboard the RMS St Helena the team were 
quickly up on the Sun Deck to take a last good 
look at Jamestown before the vessel sailed 
for Cape Town. Team manager, Pam Young, 
gazed back at the island and said, “It was a bit 
sad but very exciting as well. Sad to say bye-
bye to everybody but we’re looking forward to 
the challenge ahead and I know the team will 
give their best. I know they will support each 
other and work as a team.”
Lee Yon who will be taking part in badminton 
said, “Well it’s quite a shock really, because - 
Commonwealth Games; big deal; all the pres-
sure, but I’m look forward to it.”
The team who departed consist of managers, 
Pam Young and Nicky Stevens; shooters Pat-
rick Young, Chelsea Benjamin, Madolyn and 
Jordie Andrews; badminton player Lee Yon 
and swimmer, Ben Dillon. From Cape Town 
the team will catch fl ights to Glasgow.  They 
will meet up there with other team members 
based abroad: shooter Simon Henry; badmin-
ton players Ryan Benjamin, Duane March and 
Vernon Smeed. The Commonwealth Games 
start on 23 July and fi nish on 3 August.

Shooters, Madolyn Andrews and Chelsea Benjamin onboard the RMS St Helena last week

Glasgow, Here We Come!
Team St Helena Off To 
Commonwealth Games
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League & hotshots table produced by The Sentinel. 
Results & fi xtures provided by SHFA

P W L D GF GA GD Pts
Rovers 7 6 0 1 26 6 20 19
Basil Read 7 6 1 0 27 11 16 18
Harts 6 4 0 2 23 5 18 14
Raiders 7 3 1 3 17 8 9 12
Wirebirds 7 2 2 3 17 12 5 9
Axis 7 2 3 2 9 13 4 8
Bellboys 8 1 5 2 8 30 22 5
Chop Shop 6 1 4 1 13 20 7 4
Fugees 6 1 4 1 8 16 8 4
C Rangers 7 0 6 1 8 35 27 1

Player Team Total
Doni Lukhanyo Basil Read 12
Ross O'Dean Rovers 9
Michael Williams Harts 8
Jason George Wirebirds 7
Kevin Hudson Harts 6
Damien Stevens Raiders 5
Aaron Thomas Rovers 4
Clayton Benjamin Rovers 4
Greg Phillips Raiders 4
Jamie Thomas Wirebirds 4
Leroy Caswell Bellboys 4
Shane Stroud Harts 4
Cody Thomas C Rangers 3
Greg Coleman Wirebirds 3
Juan Joshua Axis 3
Ricardo Williams Chop Shop 3
Scott Crowie Axis 3
Scott Henry C Rangers 3
Thomas Motlogelwa Basil Read 3
Tshepo Tlhabakwe Basil Read 3
Alonzo Henry Raiders 2
Andrew Osborne Chop Shop 2
Dean Moyce Fugees 2
Denny Leo Raiders 2
Eugene Williams Chop Shop 2
Jordan Yon Fugees 2
Liam Yon Fugees 2
Mark Williams Rovers 2
Rico Benjamin Rovers 2
Shane Clifford Rovers 2
Thapelo Pooe Basil Read 2
Thulani Khanyile Basil Read 2
Alex Osborne Wirebirds 1
Andrew Yon Harts 1
Carlyn Yon Harts 1
Chris Owen Raiders 1
Clayton Thomas Fugees 1

FOOTBALL LEAGUE TABLE

FOOTBALL HOT SHOTS

Saturday 12 July 2014
Crystal Rangers Rovers1.30pm
Basil Read Axis3.30pm

Sunday 13 July 2014

Bellboys Fugees1.30pm
Chopshop Boys Raiders3.30pm

FOOTBALL FIXTURES

Harts Wirebirds11.30am

Note: all fi xtures subject to weather disruption. 
SAMS will hope to post an last minute changes on 
our Facebook page

GOLF NEWS
St Helena Golf Club Report 
Week ending 13 June 2014

Lawson Henry, Longwood Golf Club

 Two competitions were played over the week-
end as scheduled. On Saturday 12 July we had 
17 players take part in the Par 3 stroke play.  
Par of course for this competition is 54, there-
fore players are awarded half their handicap.  
Back in the top spot was veteran player Gerald 
(Whistler) George with a credible 57, runner 
up was Nicky Stevens on 59.  
Four two balls were scored: Deon de-Jager 
had two on the 1st and 7th holes, Gerald on the 
12th and Lawson on the 1st.

On Sunday 13 July in excellent weather condi-
tions we had 15 players for the 18 hole Sta-
bleford, full handicap was awarded and this 
competition is done on points.  Three players 
returned 38 points they were Scott Crowie, 
Donald Bowers and Lawson Henry.  After 
a count back on the back nine Scott was de-
clared the winner, and Donald the runner up.
Two players holed out in two to share the ball 
pool, they were Gerald George again and Jef-
frey (Foxy) Stevens.  Congratulations to all the 
winners.
Next week on Saturday 19 July the ladies have 

an 18 hole medal play on their own starting 
at 12.00 hours, please sign up by Friday or 
contact Lady Captain, Helena.  The gents will 
have a competition following the ladies and 
this will be a Tombstone. 
On Sunday 20 July will be a Two Team Texas 
Scramble Stableford (chose your own part-
ner), please sign list by Saturday.  This will be 
followed by the half yearly general meeting. 
Tea and eats will be provided.

Please note that by special request from one of 
our junior members there will be a Bring and 
Braai after Saturday’s competition.

Members are also advised that a six hand 
Euchre drive is planned for Friday 8 August. 
Six teams are required for the club and Derek 
Thomas will bring along six teams from out-
side the club.  Fee is £9.00 per team, prizes 
will be awarded for fi rst, second and third 
places. First six teams to sign up for the club 
will take part.
Stay safe, have a good week and keep 
swinging!

WOMENS BASKETBALL TRAINING 
2nd SESSION - Sunday 20th July 2014, 2pm, PAS Hall

Basketball training is being offered to all women aged 15 and up by the 
Women’s Sport Association.  We especially encourage new and interested players to attend.

The session will be led by Mrs Barbara Osborne. Cost is 25p for members, 
50p non-members per session  (Member fee is £1 for annual membership).

We look forward to seeing new and familiar faces, from young to old.  
Come along with a friend and have some fun!

For more information, please contact sthelena.wsa@gmail.com 

Gerald George, winner of 
Saturday’s Par 3 Stroke Play

FOOTBALL RESULTS
Last weekend’s fi xtures were cancelled due to 
a water-logged pitch at Francis Plain
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VC Milan triumphant with 
a 6-0 thrashing of Two Boats 
United
With only 6 minutes gone VC were on the score 
sheet with an own goal conceded by Callum, 
after pressure from the approaching Dominic.  
With more attacking from VC and Andy giv-
ing his vo-
cal chords a 
good airing 
in trying to 
motivate his 
team, Two 
Boats were 
again their 
own worst 
enemy just 
10 minutes 
later when 
a poor past 
kick saw 
D o m i n i c 
winning the 
ball off Cal-
lum D and 
fi ring the 
fi rst of his 
3 goals. VC 
were very 
much on 
their game 
and high-
lighting the 
weakness in TBU who were struggling, an un-
threatening long range shot from Andy empha-
sising this. Dominic, the well-deserved player 
of the match, was causing problems and Cal-
lum D, his marker, was no match for his speed 
and skills. A misunderstanding on 22 minutes 
saw TBU conceded their 2nd own goal. Domi-
nic scrambled a 2nd after Bluey saved from a 
long range Mario effort.

The fi rst 10 minutes or so of the second half 
saw the most positive period for TBU with 
Schmichael trying to infl uence to the game. 
After a corner from Billy that was missed by 
Nicky J and Andy, VC conceded a hand ball 
just outside of the penalty area, Schmichael 
swung the ball in beating the wall of VC play-
ers, but his shot sailed wide of the post. VC 
were back on the attack. Dominic achieved 
his hat-trick. Scott Coleman was now also on 
the pitch. At the other end, Michael collected 

Ascension FOOTBALL
Jimmy Lawrence Knock-out Final
Two Boats United 0 - 6 VC Milan
MOM: Dominic Augustus, VC Milan

Catherine Leo, Ascension Island

a yellow card for a deliberate hand ball, the 
resulting free kick confi dently collected by Er-
rol. Scott C added the fi nal goal in the 65th 
minute getting on the end of a Ashley Dutch 
pass. With VC controlling most of the match 
there was a lack of excitement and intensity 
befi tting a knockout fi nal. On the day it has 
to be said that TBU were poor, but take noth-
ing away from VC who played with their usual 
consistency. Mario and Ashley Dutch both had 
good games, but it was Dominic winning the 
MoM award for his infl uence on the game, a 
great achievement for one so young and in 
only his fi rst season in the adult league.  

MoM, Dominic Augustus (VC)

Knockout Winners, VC Milan

Honours and Awards – 2014
League Champions - VC Milan

League Runners-up - Interserve United
District Champions - US Base

District Runners-up - Two Boats Village
Jimmy Lawrence Knock-out Champions

VC Milan
Knock-out Runners-up - Two Boats United

Top Goalscorer - 
Shonray Phillips (Interserve United)

Player of the Season - Shonray Phillips
Goalkeeper of the Season - 

Damon Bowers (Interserve United)
Young Player of the Season - 

Dominic Augustus (VC Milan)

Knockout runners-up, Two Boats United


