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The fi rst PAC Formal Meeting 
since 12 March 2013 took place in 
the Court House on 11 February. 
Chaired by  Mrs Lynette Styles, 
the PAC scrutinises Government 
spending, reviewing SHG fi nan-
cial and management systems, en-
suring that public money is prop-
erly and economically spent. 
First item was SHG Financial 
Statements and Audit Manage-
ment Letter for 2011-2012. The 
Financial Secretary, Colin Owen, 
and Acting Chief Auditor, John 
Gilchrist gave evidence. Because 
of signifi cant time lapse the Com-
mittee decided to limit questions. 
They enquired why the accounts, 
which received a Qualifi ed Opin-
ion, were delayed. 

FIRST FORMAL 
PAC MEETING
FOR 2014 
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

Continued on page 9

MV SAGA PEARL II VISITS

Summer Meltdown
Story on page 26

Story on page 2
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ST HELENA SNIPPET/NOTICE BOARD

Second Cruise Ship of the 
Season Calm seas and fantastic climate 

welcomes Saga Pearl
Sharon Henry, SAMS

Mother Nature played her part on Friday for the visit of the MV Saga Pearl II and gave us calm seas and clear skies.  The second 
cruise ship visit of the year brought in 333 passengers, 218 were quickly whisked off to the country to visit the Napoleonic sites and 
Plantation House.  
Other passengers milled around town, browsed the stalls, visited St James church and drank St Helena coffee.  Nationality on the vessel 
was predominantly British and SAMS caught up with a few as they took in the sights.  “We’re delighted to be here,” said a passenger, 
“the climate is absolutely fantastic.”
One of the lecturers on board, and a retired pilot, when told about our upcoming airport joked, “The last thing I want to do is fl y into 
anywhere after a lifetime of fl ying!  But I can see exactly why you’d want to build an airport, and I wish you well with it too, I’m sure 
it would make a heck of a difference to the island.”
One of the tourists of the Saga Pearl came ashore with a folding bike and cycled up to St Paul’s Cathedral.  SAMS caught up with him 
outside St Helena Distillery’s stall, “I’ve bought a couple of bottles, one of gin and one of liqueur and I suspect I’m going to be quite 
merry when I get them home!  I’d love to spend more time here but we’ve only got the morning, it’s a shame.”
A number of tourists commented that their stay on the island was too short.  Those that went on tours of the island did not have time to 
explore Jamestown on their return.  The MV Saga Pearl II departed at 13.55pm for Ascension Island, where unfortunately, passengers 
were unable to disembark due to rough seas.

 

 Build and Develop Mountain Bike Trails  

For further informa on and to book a space on this course please contact Kirsty Joshua at Enterprise       
St Helena on tel: 22920 or alterna vely e-mail: kirsty.joshua@esh.co.sh Closing date 3rd March. 

Are you interested in up-skilling in building and maintaining sustainable trails, join a dedicated trainer 
to develop the first official Mountain Bike trail on St Helena. Lets support the commencement of a 

mountain bike community to advocate for the trails and mountain biking. 

We are hoping to get Green Flag accredita on on one of the exis ng hiking trails.  
 

Training will be delivered over a period of 8 days from 1st- 8th April, there are only 5 spaces available 
therefore book your space now to avoid disappointment! 
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Sylvia Buckley will 
have a variety of 

pot plants on 
sale in the Market, 

Jamestown, on 
Thursday, 20 

February, from 
7.30am.

As small as St Helena is, there’s a contingent of Scotsmen and women on the 
island who celebrated Burns Night, which they did last Saturday at the Consulate.  
Burns Night celebrates the life and work of writer and poet, Robert Burns and 
Scottish culture.  It is usually observed on or around January 25 although St Helena 
was a little late this year.  There was the traditional supper, toasts and readings of 
pieces written by Robert Burns.  Around 100 people joined in, some wearing kilts.

BURNSBURNS
      NIGHT      NIGHT

Scots On-Island Scots On-Island 
Celebrate the LifeCelebrate the Life
 of Robert Burns of Robert Burns

Photo’s courtesy of 
Mark Stevenson

John Clement 
addresses the crowd
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Richard Wallis, SAMS

Recipe for Disaster 
In my colleagues’ article, page 24, it starts, 
“Home slaughter of animals, where meat is 
destined for sale for public consumption is 
technically illegal.” It goes on to say that the, 
“Public Health Committee will consult and 
consider best solution.” At a meeting  last 
week three options were proposed for con-
sideration. 
“The options, it seemed, were: Do nothing, 
which means maintaining the status quo, but 
there is a legal argument against this; com-
promise, by modifying the slaughterhouse 
regulations and apply further conditions to 
home slaughter for retail; and, ban home 
slaughter.” 
My understanding of the situation is that it is 
expensive and laborious to take animals for 
professional slaughter and butchering, and 
smaller farmers struggle with these costs. 
 The arbitrary lowering of St Helena stan-
dards is turning into an epidemic but this one 
may have huge consequences.  Relaxing the 
law to suit one side of the island by making 
backyard slaughter more widespread will un-
dermine all quality control in meat produc-
tion. I’m not saying that the standards will 
slip, but regulation will be one step removed. 
Health Inspectors are already uncomfort-
able with the situation; no wonder they want 
to distance themselves from this so totally 
fl awed and backwards way of thinking. 
If home slaughter becomes widespread then 
what need for the farmers on the West side to 
use the slaughter houses, to save their own 
costs, they may instigate backyard slaughter. 
Then the question arrives, “why do we need 
a slaughter house in the fi rst place?”
ESH can only be aghast with their up skill-
ing promises as councillors consider moves 
to lower the standard and safety of meat pro-
duction on the island. What quality hotel or 
restaurant is willing to serve food with little 
or no government regulation. Local produce 
will be avoided in preference of imported 
goods. They will certainly not want the 
health risks involved.
How can councillors consider two of these 
most dangerous propositions. These are the 
same people who promised to make the hard 
decisions for the greater benefi t of St Hel-
ena. Ask yourself; How will this benefi t the 
island in meat production quality? What ben-
efi ts will a change in legislation have from a 
health standpoint?

St Helena Buy Local: Not Likely!
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Safeguards to protect Bella and Belinda
Whale shark and dolphin etiquette to be set in stone

Photo courtesy of 
RS Photography

Sightings of whale sharks, the gentle giants 
of the sea are still keeping tour operators on 
the go before the season draws to an end.
The ocean’s biggest fi sh remains a mystery 
and it is not known where they come here 
from, even where they go, or how they repro-
duce.  There has been two successful tagging 
of female sharks, named Bella and Belinda.  
Bella lost her tag after 37 days but not before 
transmitting crucial data via satellite, tracking 
her movement around the island, she went as 
far out as the seamounts.
Belinda’s tag will transmit in three months 
when it will automatically detach and surface.
Out for public consultation at the moment is 
the draft Whale Shark Policy & Procedures 
written by the Darwin Marine Project and 

EMD.  The policy will provide a procedure for 
those intending to interact with whale sharks 
or cetaceans.  
One of the points in the policy allows 8 snor-
kelers in the water with one whale shark or 
group of whale sharks at one time.
Another is all whale shark tour operators must 
hold a valid tour operators license and become 
certifi ed by ENRD.  Vessels must adhere to 
licensing criteria including holding public li-
ability insurance and having a qualifi ed emer-
gency fi rst responder on board.
Propeller guards are advised for all vessels 
conducting commercial whale shark tours 
both for protection of the whale sharks and for 
human safety, this will become a mandatory 
requirement within one year of approval.
To date there is no specifi c legislation or pol-
icy that protects whale sharks or cetaceans 
from the disturbance that can be caused by hu-
man interaction.

Sharon Henry, SAMS

Back by popular demand - Car Boot Sales 
Pilling Primary Playground 

on 
Saturday, 22nd February 2014

Time: 10am - 12:30pm 
 

Interested sellers can contact staff at the 
school on 22540 to book. £5 a space.
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Dear Editor

I have discovered, as many others will have 
done, a note from the St.Helena Government 
slipped into my Post Box. It lists fi ve points, 
“regarding the renting and use” of my post 
box.
1.      The annual fee is £10. What is this for? It 
can’t be for the manufacture or purchase of the 
box, as that would be a one-off expense, per-
haps in the region of £40-£50, so every year 
after the fi fth would be just gravy. So I must 
be paying for an on-going service with the fee. 
Fair enough (although the same service cost 
me only £5 a year a couple of years ago!)
2.      Only mail for the household will be post-
ed in the post box. I think this is fair, although I 
am not totally sure how the Post Offi ce can de-
termine easily who qualifi es in each case (un-
less they know everyone on the island, where 
they live, how they are related and whether 
they are unemployed or retired)
3.      Letters will be placed in the post box and 
parcels and registered post will be announced 
by a slip in the post box. All well and good – 
what I would have expected and what has been 
the norm for years.
4.      I must be responsible for the key – no 
problem and £3 for a replacement lock and key 
is not unreasonable.
It all seems to be going pretty well until...
5.      “Your private box is for your conve-
nience” and a lot more that got me somewhat 
riled. Let me explain:
The fi fth point goes on to say that I should en-
sure that all of my contacts are given my full 
postal address, and (in bold) failure to do so 
will now result in my mail being included in 
the general mail.
Mmmh. So, I now come back to my question 
in point 1. What is my fee for? The “service” 
that is being administered by the “Post & Cus-
tomer Service Manager” is now poorer than it 
was before the note, yet my fee hasn’t been 
reduced. 
Elsewhere in the world, if you rent a post box, 
any letters and parcels not specifi cally ad-
dressed to the Post Box are delivered to your 
door, the cost covered by the sender’s pur-
chase of the stamp! Here, in St.Helena, such 
letters will be included in the general mail, 
and that means asking for it at the counter 
(which takes up Post Offi ce staff time), or may 
be included in mail to be delivered to a “sub-
postoffi ce” (wherever that is for Alarm Forest) 
and requires an additional sorting procedure 
performed by the Post Offi ce staff, the which 
cost is again borne by the Post Offi ce – as it 
should be.
We have been bombarded with piecemeal 
changes – our email addresses have been 
changed (twice in recent times), our telephone 
numbers have been changed, and now we will 
have to inform all of our contacts of our Post 
Box numbers. Our contacts must be fed up 
with updating their address books! And what 
of those myriad correspondents that I do not 
regard as a “contact”, but who send me mail 
anyway (it used to be the case that mail ad-

dressed to “Moors, St.Helena” found my Post 
Box quite happily!) Now, in addition to check-
ing my post box, I will also have to check at 
the counter and just as regularly, just in case 
there is mail that was not addressed to my Post 
Box number. So, in what way do I benefi t from 
paying for a Post Box? What is my post box 
rental for, exactly? And this is all “for my con-
venience” - ha! – for the convenience of the 
Post Offi ce more likely.
Yet another sliver of functionality shaved off 
the “service” offered by the Post Offi ce. Is it 
any wonder that a lot of local mail is delivered 
by hand?

Stuart Moors
..........................................................................
Dear Editor, 

Please excuse this request. I am a young post-
card collector working on a geography project. 
For this, I would really love a postcard from 
St. Helena. Would you know of anyone who 
could send me one? I would be so happy and 
grateful for your help.
Of course in return I would be more than hap-
py to send the sender a beautiful postcard (or 
anything else they might need) from Oregon 
in the U.S. 
Thanks so much for reading all of this! I ap-
preciate you must be busy,

Francis from Oregon
francis.corbett@live.com
..........................................................................

Dear Editor

In 12 years of our being in Bulgaria, we’ve 
never had a problem with reaching St Helena 
to speak to my Mum by telephone apart from a 
glitch about two years ago.  Recently, it hasn’t 
been possible at all.  Our service provider, Vi-
vacom  (our provider for the duration of our 
stay here) has sent engineers out to us and has 
done the relevant checks with the system.  Vi-
vacom assures us that nothing’s wrong either 
with our telephone, the cabling or with their 
diversions - which are transmitted directly via 
UK as normal; no changes have been made.
I contacted SURE just on a week ago but, we 
seem no nearer to the problem being resolved.  
Gurgling sounds, connection to a foreign hotel 
answerphone (which I’m sure we’ll be charged 
for), the eeriness of the airwaves or the old-
style harsh ring tones - if the phone rings at all 
upon dialing, are what’s being met with.  The 
correct number (my Mum’s number) with the 
recent addition of a preceding 2 is being used.
Noting Mr Newman’s letter in last weeks is-
sue of the Sentinel, I am curious to know if 
the problem only exists with traffi c out of the 
Balkan areas.   
Moreover, I’d be grateful for assurance that 
the fault is seriously being addressed and that 
the service is speedily resumed. It’s important 
that I’m able to speak with my Mum.

Joan W Crowie 

ST HELENA 
MAGISTRATES

COURT
30th January 2014

ADAM LEIGH SIZELAND (24) of 
Cow Path, Half Tree Hollow pleaded 
guilty to driving whilst 32% over the 
prescribed alcohol limit. Mr Sizeland 
was a fi rst offender and the court sen-
tenced him to a fi ne of £170.00 together 
with costs of £15.00. Mr Sizeland was 
disqualifi ed from driving for the mini-
mum period of 12 months.

EDWARD CARL CROWIE (29) of 
Longwood pleaded guilty to driving 
whilst 134% over the prescribed al-
cohol limit. Due to his limited means 
Mr Crowie was sentenced to a fi ne of 
£80.00 together with costs of £15.00. 
Mr Crowie was however disqualifi ed 
from driving for the extended period of 
18 months.

PETER JAMES LAWRENCE (57) of 
Ropery Field, Longwood pleaded guilty 
to failing to supply a specimen of breath. 
Mr Lawrence was sentenced to a fi ne of 
£270.00 together with costs of £15.00. 
The Court has indicated that where a 
Defendant fails to provide a specimen of 
breath, then in order to ensure the De-
fendant gains no advantage in doing so, 
the Court will ordinarily sentence and 
disqualify on the basis that the Defen-
dant had been driving whilst substan-
tially over the prescribed limit. Mr Law-
rence was disqualifi ed from driving for 
the extended period of 18 months.
6th February 2014

LINDA ANN BARADIE (63) of Cow 
Path, Half Tree Hollow had previously 
pleaded guilty to behaving in a disor-
derly manner whilst drunk. Sentence 
had been adjourned for a Pre-Sentence 
Report. Miss Baradie was sentenced 
to a Probation Order for a period of 12 
months.

PAUL WILLIAMS (50) of Cow Path 
pleaded guilty to threatening behavior. 
As the offence was domestic in nature 
sentence was adjourned for a Pre-Sen-
tence report.

LESLIE IVAN BENJAMIN (59) of 
Deadwood pleaded guilty to assault oc-
casioning actual bodily harm. In view of 
the nature of the offence sentence was 
adjourned for a Pre-Sentence report.
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New Deputy Airport Project Director Appointed
Lauren Evans: Set to Share the Load

SHG this week announced that the Air Access 
Offi ce has appointed a new Deputy Airport Proj-
ect Director (Environment & Operations) from 
27 February 2014. Initially, Lauren Evans’s main 
focus will be on the planning and preparation of 
work programmes related to the environmental 
aspects of Airport certifi cation and operations. 
Lauren joins the Access team on a fi xed contract 
until 31 March 2016, and her main role will be to 
facilitate the delivery of the Airport Project, with 
particular responsibility for the environmental 
aspects of the project to be delivered by St Hel-
ena Government. 
“Being involved in the Airport Project is very 
exciting.  There will be several challenges ahead, 
but being able to contribute to the success of the 
project in this role is the real motivation,” com-
mented Lauren on her appointment. 
Lauren will work closely with SHG colleagues, 
including in the Environmental Management 
Division within the Environmental and Natural 
Resources Directorate. She will also liaise close-
ly with the environmental leads in Halcrow’s 
Project Management Unit, Basil Read, DfID and 
other environment interest groups. Lauren Evans

(photo courtesy of SHG)

SURE Improve Service Four Times In 
Little More Than a Year
Increased Service from SURE South Atlantic Limited

At the end of last month Sure South Atlantic Limited announced enhance-
ments to their fi ve standard broadband packages, those enhancements came into 
effect from 1 February. 
Broadband customers saw improvements, which included: increases in inclu-
sive data allowance, ranging from 18%-25%, decreases to monthly package 
charge and set-up fees, improved mailbox size for all helanta e-mail accounts 
and increased download and upload speeds. 
Sure South Atlantic Limited, Customer Service Manager, Anne Dillon, spoke 
about the upgrades to the service, “They have been received very positively by 
our customers.”  The comments that have been given have mainly been around 
the increase in the data banks. “We haven’t had too much feedback on the in-
creased speeds,” said Anne.
The main reasons, that have facilitated the upgrades have been; increasing the 
satellite bandwidth in December and infrastructure upgrades to the networks. 
In the last year SURE South Atlantic Ltd have made increases to their services 
in January, August and December. “This is the fourth in the space of a year, it is 
something that we continuously monitor and look at.”

Richard Wallis, SAMS
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On behalf of the St. Helena Government, the Property Division
would like to inform prospective bidders that bids for

the former Clinic, at Head ‘O’
Wain, Blue Hill has been extended
to Wednesday 19th February
2014 at 12 noon, and should
include all the relevant
information as stated within the
particulars.
All bids should be in writing
(e mail and fax must be

followed by written version)

Sealed bids should be submitted in writing, marked on the
envelope “Head ‘O’ Wain Clinic” and placed in the tender box in
the foyer of Essex House, and addressed to:
Secretary to ENRD Committee
Crown Estates
Essex House
Main Street
Jamestown

Please contact: Gina Henry, Crown Estates
Assistant on email address:
gina henry@enrd.gov.sh, or by
Telephone on number: 22270, or collect an
information pack (if you have not already done
so) from Essex House, Jamestown. 

PROPERTY FOR SALE
2onMain Training Restaurant will be hosting a week of  

St Helenian Style Cooking from Wednesday 19th February 2014 
to Friday 21st February 2014. 

 

To make a reservation please call 2onMain on Tel No : 22110 

  

On the Menu will be: 

STARTERS AND SMALL PLATES 

 Basket of Breads--enough for two                                 £2.50 
 St Helena Thick Pea Soup with Bacon Garnish                      £2.50 
 Tuna Chutney                                    £3.00 
 Bread N Dance                                   £3.00 
 

MAIN DISHES 
 St Helena Fish Cakes with Spiced Tomato Sauce & Salad      £7.50 
 St Helena Pork Curry & Rice with Sweet Pickle  & Naan     £11.50 
 Pan Fried Local Fish with Onion Gravy                                  £8.50 
 Pumpkin and Vegetable Bake                                                  £7.50 
 

 
DESSERTS 

 Home Made Ice Cream                                                            £3.00 
 Chocolate and Banana Crumble with Custard                         £3.50 
 Mango and Coconut Jelly                                                        £2.50 
 Pumpkin Pudding with Spiced Cream                                     £3.00 
 

 
 

Experience Our Culture 

Although we are not licensed to sell alcohol you are welcome to 

bring your own for a small cover charge. 

APPLICATIONS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an application has been received in 
respect of the following proposals:

 
1. Proposed Poly tunnels adjacent to the property of Ms Maureen Jonas, 
    Ladder Hill.
2. Proposed Road improvements from New Bridge Pond to Briars junction. 
3. Proposed 4 Bedroom Dwelling adjacent to the property Solomon & Company, 
    Sandy Bay.
4. Proposed 3 Bedroom Dwelling adjacent to the property of Mrs Myrtle Buckley, 
    Blue Hill.

5. Proposed 5 Bedroom Dwelling adjacent to the property of Mr Simon Henry, Head O’Wain.
6. Proposed 3 Bedroom Dwelling on crown land, Cow Path.
7. Proposed 3 Bedroom Dwelling adjacent to the property of Mr Victor Lines, Cleughs Plain. 
  
Copies of the applications and plans may be inspected at the Planning and Building Section, Essex House, 
Main Street, Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from 8.30 am to 4 pm. 
  
Any person who wishes to make representations on the above applications should make them in writing 
within 14 days to the Chief Planning Offi cer, Land Development Control Authority, Essex House, Main 
Street, Jamestown.

Alfred V Isaac
Planning Offi cer 
Email: alfred-isaac@enrd.gov.sh           DATED THIS 13th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2014   
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   WORLD
   NEWS 
SNIPPETS

Huge hack ‘ugly sign of future’ for inter-
net threats
A massive attack that exploited a key vul-
nerability in the infrastructure of the inter-
net is the “start of ugly things to come”, it 
has been warned.
Online security specialists Cloudfl are said 
it recorded the “biggest” attack of its kind 
on Monday.
Hackers used weaknesses in the Network 
Time Protocol (NTP), a system used to syn-
chronise computer clocks, to fl ood servers 
with huge amounts of data.
The technique could potentially be used to 
force popular services offl ine.
Several experts had predicted that the NTP 
would be used for malicious purposes.
The target of this latest onslaught is un-
known, but it was directed at servers in Eu-
rope, Cloudfl are said. - www.bbc.co.uk
Australian police fi nd drugs worth £99m 
in kayaks
Australian police say they have found drugs 
with a street value of A$180m ($163m; 
£99m) hidden in kayaks arriving from Chi-
na. 
The methamphetamine was packed into 19 
out of 27 sea kayaks in a shipping container. 
Five people, including four Taiwanese na-
tionals, were arrested in Sydney, a joint po-
lice and customs statement said. 
All fi ve appeared in court on Wednesday on 
drugs charges and were denied bail. 
The drugs were found earlier this month 
when customs offi cers at a Sydney facility 
X-rayed the container. 
“This inspection revealed anomalies with 
the consignment of 27 sea kayaks,” the 
joint statement from the Australian Federal 
Police and Australian Customs and Border 
Protection Service said. - www.bbc.co.uk
EU set to grow more GM maize despite 
strong opposition
The EU is set to approve a new type of ge-
netically modifi ed maize for cultivation de-
spite huge opposition. 
The European Commission says the US-de-
veloped maize variety, called Pioneer 1507, 
is safe and the decision is now in the Com-
mission’s hands.
Most EU governments objected to it in a 
vote, but the vote tally was still not enough 
to block it. Under EU rules, the Commis-
sion can now authorise it.
Only one GM crop - another maize variety 
- is grown in the EU currently.
There are widespread fears in Europe that 
GM crops carry potential risks to human 
health and wildlife. There is strong opposi-
tion to them among the public and environ-
mental groups. - www.bbc.co.uk

80’s NIGHT AT 
GUINEA GRASS

You are invited to a  80’s night of 
fun and dance to be held at the 

newly refurbished Guinea Grass 
Community Centre, on Friday the 21 

February from 9 pm to 1 am.  Refreshments 
will be provided and a cash bar will be 
available.  Music will be provided by 

Colin Peters.  Proceeds in aid of  
St Pauls Parish funds.  A limited number 

of tickets available at £3 each from Noleen 
Stevens, Sapper Way or Joy George, New Ground.  

Purchase now to avoid disappointment.
Guaranteed to be blast from the past – 

DON’T MISS IT!!!

OVERSEAS TRAINING 
TO RAISE EXPERTISE
Pilling Primary School Teacher Gets Overseas 
Training In effort to Raise Expertise
Departing on the RMS on Friday 7 Febru-
ary for a period of overseas training and ex-
posure for the Education and Employment 
Directorate was Carol Youde, announced SHG 
last week.  Carol is currently based in Pilling 
Primary School as an Advanced Skills Teacher 
(Maths), teaching Year 5/6.  
Carol’s training in the UK will focus on de-
veloping her knowledge and understanding 
of a middle manager’s role in leading subject 
development within a primary school - with 
a key focus on leading the mathematics cur-
riculum.   
Carol commented, “I am privileged to be giv-
en this opportunity to go on an exposure visit.  
Being a St Helenian teacher and knowing 
the Island’s culture means I can focus on and 
select what is more likely to benefi t our chil-
dren in raising attainment.  More importantly, 
on my return I look forward to cascading the 
knowledge and skills gained to all primary 
teachers on St Helena.”
Carol will also gain an insight into curriculum 

design in the primary sector with an exposure 
to the International Primary Curriculum.
Carol met with the Education Committee on 
22 January 2014, where she gave an overview 
of what her training programme would entail, 
to gain vital skills and experience to improve 
the standards of maths teaching in St Helena’s 
primary schools.  The Committee was sup-
portive of this training and was pleased to see 
focus being given to a vital subject in the cur-
riculum.  

Carol Youde
(photo courtesy of SHG)

“Connect Saint Helena Ltd is looking to recruit a temporary Bookkeeper to work in their Finance Section. Hours are
negotiable, strong Excel and Access Dimensions Accounting Software would be an advantage. Interested persons
can contact Susan Henry, Finance Manager on Tel 22255 or email susan.henry@connect.co.sh.”
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Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc                                  
has a vacancy for a

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com

Job Purpose:

To assist the Senior Secretary in the effective 
operation of the Secretariat Department

Senior Secretarial Assistant (General)
within the Secretariat Department

Salary will start at £6,242 per annum depending on 
qualifications and experience.

For further information, please contact 
Marilyn Johnson, Senior Secretary  
on telephone number  22380 or via 

email address: marilynj@solomons.co.sh

Duties will include:

• To assist with land related issues

• To assist with maintaining the Company’s Stationery Store which 
would include the receiving of stocks and updating the computerised 
stock system

•To provide secretarial services which would include being the 
appointed secretary as appropriate

• To undertake general clerical duties which include the registering, 
despatching and distribution of correspondence; typing; filing; 
photocopying and answering the switchboard as required

• To issue stationery and to assist customers when necessary 
including assisting with public jobs

Application forms may be collected from 
Solomons Reception Desk, in their Main Office 

Building, Jamestown, and should be 
completed and returned to the 

Human Resources Manager, 
Solomons Office, Jamestown, 

By 21 February 2014

Applicants should  possess GCSE grade C or above in English & Mathematics, 
and should ideally be competent in general Microsoft Office programs.

Special Conditions:

• Out of hours work if and when necessary

• Handling cash when necessary

•To maintain confidentiality of the Department

Solomons offers an attractive benefits package which 
includes: free home-to-duty transport, a Pension 

Scheme, Annual, Sick, Maternity and Paternity Leave, 
Training & Further Education Incentives, Discount on 

Purchases and much more.

Mr Owen said this was due to the introduction 
of accruals accounting and time consuming 
bedding in processes. He is striving for 6 to 9 
months to get certifi ed and signed off accounts 

following year end, and will inform the public 
what are Qualifi ed and Unqualifi ed Opinions.  
The St Helena National Trust Director, Chris 
Hillman, gave evidence on the Trust’s Annual 
Report and Statements. It was noted that the 
Trust received only 5.5% of its income from 
SHG for 2012-2013, and the audit fee in-
creased from £930 to £3,800. Regarding the 
latter, Mr Gilchrist said a different type of au-
dit was required by legislation but they will 
look at thresholds. Mr Hillman’s explanation 
for small under spends in 6 accounts was ac-
cepted.
Value for Money Review (VFM) of Govern-
ment Landlord Housing. The Audit Service re-

FIRST FORMAL 
PAC MEETING
FOR 2014 
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS
Continued from front page

ported 31 areas not being conducive to VFM. 
Housing Executive, Andy Crowe said these 
actually were recommendations improve-
ments he made, and provided summary and 
progress. The Committee asked for a recom-
mendations list and implementation timelines. 
Rent arrears now is £35,500 with 9 cases be-
ing referred to Court. He didn’t think SHG are 
obliged to provide fi re escapes in multi storey 
Jamestown fl ats.    
The fi nal item was the St Helena Audit Service 
Plan, which Mr Gilchrist outlined, and Com-
mittee approved. 

The Court House at the PAC meeting 
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS/NOTICE BOARD

SAMS
RADIO 1

102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh
CONTACT THE SHOW
To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or 
email: news@sams.sh. You can also contact us via our 
Facebook page - just visit the SAMS website, www.
sams.sh, click the Facebook link at the top right of every 
page. 

St Helena News: Monday to Fridays at
7am, 10am, 12noon, 5pm, 7pm & 10pm
also at 3am & 5am Tuesday to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon
Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7 to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and 
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
12.00pm: St Helena News, public service announce-
ments and notice board.
Repeated at midnight everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Selection of recorded interviews and pro-
grammes from the week, mixed with easy listening 
sounds for a chilled out Sunday.

GOSPEL FM
Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of childrens’ 
feature followed by 90 mins of gospel music. 

  

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am 
Presented by Helen Wallis and John Woollacott.  Catch 
up on the latest chart music.  Repeated Wednesday 
9.00pm, Thursday 12.15pm and Saturday 1.00pm

FOCAL POINT
Tuesdays - 6pm. Presented by Ferdie Gunnell. A discus-
sion show with councillors and government offi cials on 
various political issues of the day.

BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 
100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am.  Rewind takes you back to years gone 
by featuring a different year every week, focussing on 
the music and stories that made it memorable.
Repeated on Saturday at 6.00pm, Monday at 7.30pm & 
Wednesday at 12.15pm.

MUD ON THE TIRES
Each week this show turns the musical spotlight on 
the wonderful world of country music. Join Darrin 
Henry as he discovers more about the singers and 
bands, the inside stories and of course, the best coun-
try sounds around today.
Sunday: 11am and 7pm. Tuesday 7.30pm & 11.30pm, 
Thursday 10.15am, Friday 5.30pm.

JUICY MANGO
Mondays, 5.30pm. An informal chat show, covering 
a wide range of topics, with a group of guests, talking 
about different aspects of St Helena life.  
Repeated Tuesday 10.15am, Friday 8.30pm & Sunday

EXCO REPORT
Executive Council met today, Tuesday 11 
February 2014, to consider fi ve items on the 
open agenda.
The Governor and Executive Council wel-
comed to the meeting the new Head of the 
Governor’s Offi ce, Sean Burns, Mr Burns will 
act as Governor when Governor Capes is off-
Island and will continue to shadow the Gover-
nor as part of his induction programme. 
The fi rst item was seeking approval for a new 
Housing Register and Allocations Policy.  The 
policy is designed to replace the current com-
plex and outdated points system for allocation 
of Government Landlord Housing. While Ex-
ecutive Council agreed in principle the need to 
adopt a more equitable and effi cient system, 
they did not feel that the proposal had suffi -
cient detail for them to approve the changes. 
It was therefore agreed that further work was 
needed on the paper and that it should be re-
ferred back to the Social and Community De-
velopment Committee before re-submitting to 
Executive Council.
The second item was the request to consider 
the introduction of a policy to offer for sale to 
existing tenants Government Landlord Hous-
ing, with clear guidance outlined for offi cers 
involved in administering the service.  The pa-
per also requested that consideration be given 
to introducing an Appeals Process to challenge 
any decisions on sales. Ex-
ecutive Council agreed 
with the principle of both 
proposals but requested 
more detail, including the 
composition of an Appeals 
Board.  
The third item was the ap-
plication for renewal of a 
broadcasting license for 
Saint FM Community Ra-
dio Guarantee Limited.  
This is a statutory regula-
tory responsibility for the 
Governor in Council and 
Executive Council recom-
mended to the Governor 
that a one year license be 
issued, subject to payment 
of the statutory license fee. 
The fourth item on the 
open agenda was the re-

quest for Executive Council to approve the 
Harbours, Prohibited Anchoring Area Regu-
lations 2014.  These regulations refer specifi -
cally to the RFA Darkdale wreck.  In 2012, the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) conducted a full 
survey which ascertained that the wreck was 
a War Grave, contained live ammunition and 
continued to seep oil.  The consequence of any 
disturbance to the vessel is potentially serious 
for St Helena both ecologically and physical-
ly.  The MoD has instructed that an exclusion 
zone be imposed on anchoring in the area of 
the wreck.  As a local regulation is required to 
impose this zone, Executive Council approved 
a prohibited anchoring area such that no vessel 
shall be allowed to anchor within a 200 metre 
radius of the RFA Darkdale wreck site. It is 
anticipated that a team from the MoD will visit 
St Helena later this year to remove the oil from 
the wreck. 
The last item was an information paper on the 
undertakings and resolutions made at the For-
mal Meeting of the Legislative Council held 
on 14 October 2013.  An update of undertak-
ings and a Legislative Council tracker docu-
ment will be maintained along with action 
points still outstanding. 
The meeting concluded at 10.15am.
ExCo
11 February 2014

CONGRATULATIONS
Newspaper bingo: A big well done goes out 

to Tracey Duncan, winner of the Disabled Persons Aid 
Society newspaper bingo. New game starts this week, 

tickets on sale from Th ursday 13th February.
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‘LITTLE SAINTS’ 
Fun and friendly family supports that enrich the development and learning of children aged 2-6 years living in St. Helena. 

‘Little Saints’ will be running in St. Helena throughout 2014 and the Education Directorate would be delighted to see mothers, 
fathers, grandparents and guardians taking part.  Places in each group will be limited to 12 parents/carers.  Where there is demand for 
places, additional courses will be delivered.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start Date 20th February 2014 
Duration ‘Little Saints’ is a series of four workshops offered to parents, carers and 

guardians of children aged 2-6 years living on St. Helena. 
Day/Time Thursday evenings 6pm – 8pm 

Course Overview The workshops will help parents to:  
 Understand your Children’s Behaviour 
 Develop Positive Behaviour Management Strategies 
 Ensure that each child reaches their full potential 

Benefits of the course Participation in programmes and workshops such as ‘Little Saints’ is proven to 
support improved parent-child relationships, increase parental well-being and 
provide children with skills that support strength and resilience in later life.   

Further Information for 
registering your interest 

Information about courses in your area will be made available through the local 
Primary Schools.  If you are interested in attending, please let your school know 
on telephone number 22540. 
 
The first group will commence in Jamestown on 20th February for parents and 
carers of children attending Pilling Primary School.   

Course facilitators Grainne McKenna & Giselle Richards 
Venue Pilling Primary School Hall, Jamestown 

Closing Date 20th February 2014 

Are you between 16 and 26 and looking to develop your skills and 
career opportunities for working in the great outdoors? 

Here at SHNT’s Community Forests project (in partnership with ESH)
we are offering an apprenticeship in Work-Based Environmental Conservation. 

You get: 
• A UK-recognised Level 2 NVQ Diploma. 
• A kick-start into a new career in environmental work: 
            50% of our graduates now work in conservation. 

We give:
• Full training in many aspects of the conservation work 
             now needed on the island.
• Over £50 a week, plus travel costs. 
• £100 bonus on completion. 

You give:
• 3 days a week for 12-18 months. 
   
If you are older than 26 and interested, please still get in touch as there may 
be other ways to fund your apprenticeship. 

For any enquiries about this opportunity, please contact:
Jason Courtis on 22224, or co.comforests@shnt.org.uk
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Santa Claus has his work cut once a 
year delivering gifts to good children 
around the world in an evening with 
the aid of magic dust and reindeer.
Imagine having the mammoth task 
to deliver mail to 600 households in 
a morning using sheer manpower?  
That’s the work of Jeremy ‘JJ’ Thom-
as, who recently visited St Helena 
from Swindon, UK.
“People think you are just putting let-
ters through someone’s door, it’s not,” 
he said, “It’s a demanding job, you 
have an early start, have to sort the 
mail.  It’s comes sorted in streets for 
instance.  What we do is place each 
individual letter on a frame in what 
number house it goes to.
“Each postie does 600 houses, it takes 
me 2 1/2 hours.  You get it done faster 
if you run.”  It’s a 6am start fi nishing 
at 2.30pm but JJ fi nishes most days at 
11.30am, and gets a full day’s pay.
Swindon has a high St Helenian popu-
lation and one of the perks of having a 
‘Saint’ delivering in ‘Swindelena’ is if they’re 
not home, JJ will take friends mail home for 
them to collect from him saving a trip to the 
collection depot the next day.  “That’s prob-
ably why I get loads of tips at Christmas!”  He 
counted a generous £300 from his rounds last 
Christmas.
“I always say no, I don’t want it, but they in-
sist.  It’s like any job, if you think you’re doing 
a good job, and others think the same, you’ll 
be proud of what you’re doing.”
There are some celebrity addresses on JJ’s 
patch including, glamour model and TV pre-
senter, Melinda Messenger, singer and actress 
Billie Piper, footballer Paulo Di Canio and 
various other glamour models and motocross 
riders.
It’s a well know fact that postmen and dogs do 
not mix, the main reason for ‘Beware of the 
Dog’ signs.  “It’s not the bigger dogs you have 
to worry about, it’s the smaller ones, the little 
Jack Russell’s that will nip at your ankles.  
When people are at the door to sign for some-
thing, sometimes you’d think they’re trying to 
hold back this BIG dog, it’s just a little Jack 
Russell or something!
“Many a time I’ve almost had my fi ngers 
nipped, you could be 10-15 houses away but 
the dog would know you’re coming.  It’s the 
uniform or something, the dog just wants to 
race you.  I think it’s the novelty of the let-
ter coming through the door, they think that’s 
something fun to do!”
The question had to be asked, are there any 
incidents similar to ‘The Postman Always 
Rings Twice.’  After some deliberation, “Well it 
happens!”
Joking aside, “You just look out for every-
body, I more look after the older generation, 
people who don’t see people every day.  If it’s 
enough time to fi nish your round, spend fi ve 
minutes for a friendly chat.  It’s that little extra 
you can do to make their day.”

Whilst here JJ has been sussing out the is-
land with a view to returning to live.  “It’ll be 
within 2-3 years.  It’s all to do with my shares 
with Royal Mail, we can’t take them out until 
our 3 years are up.  Royal Mail is a private 
company now and they gave us 10% shares 
for free which at the 
time was valued at 
£3000.  Since then 
it’s gone up to about 
5-6 grand now.
“It’s just to get some 
fi nance behind me 
in case I come home 
and don’t get any 
work - but there’s 
loads of work here.
“In my mind we 
need a gymnasium, 
I like my fi tness 
and I think a lot of 
people would like 
that too.  That’s one 
option I’m thinking 
about, something 
I would like to put 
back into the is-
land.”
Do you think others 
overseas are think-
ing the same way 
as you?  “People 
always talk about 
that but things here 
hasn’t progressed 
to what they think 
it should have.  For 
example the health 
side...  People my 
age mid 30’s to 40’s 
want to contribute 
to the island.  You 
have to take that 

risk in your life and challenge yourself.  It’s 
just like me coming from a little island going 
to England, not knowing much and just getting 
swallowed up in the big world, it was a chal-
lenge, like it’s going to be a challenge for me 
to come back here as well.”

BEWARE OF 
THE DOG
The trials and
 tribulations 
of a Postman
Sharon Henry, SAMS
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BREAK
HUMOUR

PEOPLE Craziest Things 
Ever Done

A husband and wife have four boys. The odd part of it is that 
the older three have red hair, light skin, and are tall, while the 
youngest son has black hair, dark eyes, and is short. The father 
eventually takes ill and is lying on his deathbed when he turns 
to his wife and says, “Honey, before I die, be completely hon-
est with me. Is our youngest son my child?” The wife replies, “I 
swear on everything that’s holy that he is your son.” With that, 
the husband passes away. The wife then mutters, “Thank God he 
didn’t ask about the other three.”

Stan is seconds away from receiving a vasectomy when his 
brother and sister-in-law barge in holding their newborn baby. 
“Stop! You can’t do this!” exclaims the brother. “And why not?” 
asks Stan. “Don’t you want to have a beautiful baby someday? 
Like my wife and I have here?” Stan says nothing. The brother 
grows impatient, “C’mon Stan, I want a nephew. Stan, make me 
an uncle.” Stan can’t take it anymore. He gives his sister-in-law 
an apologetic look and asks his brother, “You’re sure you want 
a nephew?” “Yes,” the brother replies. “It would be an honour.” 
“Well, congratulations, you’re holding him.”

 If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we 
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or 
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements. 
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only 
print 1 per week! Email: news@sams.sh with subject heading, top 3.

1.  Bungee 
     jumping

2.  Ski Jumping

3.  Stage Diving

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from last year
A 70 paged document entitled, ‘Jamestown: A Vision for 2020’ was made available to 
the public last Friday at the Tourist Offi ce in the Canister. The vision has been described as 
‘bold’ by Stuart Planner, Commercial Property Director of Enterprise St Helena [ESH], the 
driving force behind the document.

United Nations World Radio Day (13 February 2013) marks two signifi cant develop-
ments in the new media organisation on St Helena – the full launch of the fi rst of three new 
FM radio stations, and the renaming of St Helena Broadcasting (Guaranteed) Corporation 

Ltd to South Atlantic Media Services Ltd. (SAMS). SHG congratulates the staff and community-run Board 
of SAMS [formerly SHB(G)C] for this latest milestone in serving the community. 

Cricket: On an overcast and rapidly darkening late Saturday afternoon Jamestown Barracudas sealed this 
year’s title with a 5 wicket victory over a burgeoning Western Warriors team who have shown in the second 
half of this season that they will be a force to be reckoned with in the future.

Famous Birthdays
13 Feb - 19 Feb

Michael Jordan (51)
Basketball Player - 17 Feb

Ed Sheeran (23)
Singer/Songwriter - 17 Feb 

Paris Hilton (33)
Socialite - 17 Feb 

Dr Dre (49)
Rapper - 18 Feb

John Travolta (60)
Actor - 18 Feb

WUZZLE
A wuzzle is a saying/phrase that is made up of a display of words, in an 
interesting way. The object is to try to fi gure out the well-known saying, 
person, place, or thing that each wuzzle is meant to represent.

Answers at the bottom of pageFUN QUOTE

“I cook with wine, sometimes 
I even add it to the food.”

Jeremy ‘JJ’ Thomas

Swindon, UK

DID YOU KNOW...
•     More people are killed each year from bees than  
      from snakes.
•    The average lead pencil will draw a line 35 miles  
      long or write approximately 50,000 English words.
 
•     More people are allergic to cow’s milk than any  
      other food.
•     Camels have three eyelids. 
•     If you leave a Goldfi sh in a dark room long enough, 
      it will turn much lighter, possibly even completely 
      white. 
•     It’s against the law to burp, or sneeze in a church in         
     Nebraska, USA.

WUZZLE SOLUTIONS
1. Think Twice About It   2. Walk on Water

3. Space Invaders  4. You Are Always on my Mind
5. Keep on Smiling   6. It Doesn’t Add Up

COFFEE



Advertise with 
The Sentinel

More than 2,100 copies of The Sentinel are 
either sold or downloaded every week, 

reaching all over the world to Saints and 
those interested in St Helena

The Sentinel is online every Thursday
FREE to view & download

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads: 
news@sams.sh

Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, 
meaning ongoing promotion for any advertising placed with us
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SAMS Radio 1 Streaming LIVE
All the latest News, Notices, Adverts 
and Conversation from St Helena, 
available 24/7, streaming from our 
website: www.sams.sh

Second Chance Sunday 
9am every Sunday:
Catch up on all the best interviews from the 
week in our special, Second Chance Sunday, 
beginning every Sunday at 9am

www.sams.sh

SUNRISE!
Join our team on SAMS Radio 1, 
Monday to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from 
St Helena, announcements and 
music, plus different guests each 
day.
It’s a GREAT way to get the day 
started.

Insert

Sentinel Insert
www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL Th ursday 13 February 2014

News & Noticeboard every week day at: 3am, 5am, 7am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm
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MR.STARKIE’S SATURDAY SPORTS CLUB
St Pauls Primary School Pupils have had the 
opportunity to join the Sports Club with parent 
Mr Paul Starkie on Saturday mornings. Ap-
proximately about 12-15 pupils attended with 
some parents. The children and parents have 
enjoyed the experience and have added these 
comments. We would like to thank Mr Starkie 
for giving up his time to do such a club to ben-
efi t our children.

“I think these sessions for our children are ex-
cellent and they always appear to really enjoy 
them. It’s good to see the children taking part 
- it keeps them active, helps them to listen and 
focus and to strive to do well both as individu-
als and as part of a team. It is a good mixture 
of sport, problem solving and fun – even for 
the parents.”
Yvonne Williams (Parent)

“I enjoyed the sessions with Mr Starkie very 
much. I enjoyed everything I did, but most es-
pecially learning how to do the triple jump.” 
Mitchell Lawrence

“I have been to sports club 5 Saturday’s 
now and I fi nd it really good. Mr Starkie has 
showed us how to do basket ball, sprints, 
stretching and balancing. It helps me to keep 
fi t. Our mummy’s and daddy’s get to join in to 
and that’s fun. My favourite is basket ball.
I enjoy the sports club and look forward to it 
every week.”
Jordana Peters

“Mr Starkie taught me how to play basket- 
ball.  I did a relay against Georgia.  I had to 
run around the cones.”
Kieran Williams

“I enjoyed all of my sessions at the sport club.  
Before every game we did a warm up.  The best 
game I enjoyed was the relay.  It was fun.  Mr 
Starkie was very helpful.  I look forward to go-
ing back again.”
Kiera Joshua

“I attended sport club every Saturday with Mr 
Starkie, which I enjoyed very much.  We had to 
always do a warm up fi rst, so that we wouldn’t 

damaged any parts of our body.  He showed 
us how to do triple jump and we also did some 
running games.  We practised how to shoot 
hoops and we did relay games, which was very 
enjoyable.  I really enjoyed going to this club, 
it made me energetic and I had fun.  Thank you 
Mr Starkie.”
Brooke Yon

“Every session of sports with Mr Starkie was 
very enjoyable.  I learnt skills like hop, skip 
and jump for long Jump. I would like to con-
tinue with these sessions. I will not stop.”
MaCoy Williams

This Week’s School Page was Contributed by St Pauls Primary
On the 28th January 2014 Mr Si-
mon Henry came to our class to talk 
about his experience of winning a 
gold medal at the 2013 Bermuda 
Games. 
In the classroom, Mr Henry dis-
played his rifl es, and shooting kit. 
He explained that he started to shoot 
in 1993 and competed in his fi rst 
Commonwealth games in 1998. His 
last shooting competition was at 
the Bermuda Island Games in 2013 
where he competed against other is-
lands. 
He participated in the 10m air rifl e 
shooting and was extremely excited 
when he found out he won a gold 
medal.He felt like he was bursting 
of adrenaline and excitement.He 
also shoot in the 50m three posi-
tion small bore individual and the 
50m three position small bore team 
shooting with Carlos Yon where he 
gained two silver medals. 
It was a brilliant experience for all 
the pupils at SPPS.  Mr Henry in-
spired us to work hard.  

By Kelly Yon

On the 28th January 2014, Mr Si-
mon Henry came in to tell us about 
winning a gold medal for shooting 
in the 2013 Bermuda Island Games. 
Mr Henry began his adventure 
in1993 at Red Hill. His fi rst shoot-
ing partner was Mr Patrick Young, 
then Mr Sid Leo in the 1999 Got-
land Games. He went to Bermuda 
to shoot for St Helena where he 
achieved his gold. He described 
Bermuda as a very hot Island, al-
most four times as hot as St Helena.  
He said it is a happy Island fi lled of 
different cultures. 
He is an inspiration to the younger 
generation of our Island.  I wish him 
luck in his adventures.  Bring back 
another Gold medal Mr Henry.

By Reid young.                 

During his time on-island, St Helena’s 
Gold medalist, Simon Henry, visited St 
Pauls Primary School. After appearing 
before the whole school in an assem-
bly, Simon partook in a year 5/6 lesson. 
Here are two reports written by two stu-
dents from St Pauls Primary.
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BASIL READ UPDATE
An airport Project Tour with Deon De Jager, Basil Read Island Director. Monday 10 Feb 2014

Accreditation: An Obstacle?
No one can deny the airport is coming but accredita-
tion has been bandied around as the next great obsta-
cle. I asked Deon if accreditation was part of his head-
ache? “It is part of our headache, we have a whole 
team back in South Africa working on a daily basis 
with ACI (Airports Council International) who are the 
certifi er at the end of the day making sure that all the 
documentation is in place. Around July 2015 the cer-
tifi cation process will start. It’s a whole process where 
they come to site and do surveys; they go through all 
the manuals. It will, all in all, take about six months 
to get the airport certifi ed.” 
Deon was confi dent about the accreditation because, 
even now while under construction there is constant 
communication feeding all progress to ACI. This 
should help to prevent any surprises when it comes to 
the accreditation.  
“An interesting fact is that ACI, they look after all the 
British territories and certifi cations of the airports, if 
I remember correctly, this is the fi rst airport that they 
have worked with from the start. From the beginning. 
They have been involved the whole time,” said Deon. 

Richard Wallis, SAMS

Big Boys Lego
Gantry Cranes to Build 27 Tonne Bricks 

Basil Read have included the Rupert’s Wharf 
project to their work load and last week, gan-
try cranes were put together by engineers at 
the top of Rupert’s valley . The cranes will 
produce the massive concrete blocks that will 
fashion the wharf. 
The plant is made up of two platforms; the top 
is home to the 10 tonne gantry cranes that will 
be the manufacturing yard for the ‘core locks’. 
The core locks will be the outer edge protec-
tion of the wharf and will weigh 7 tonnes each. 

They will be precast on site and transported to 
the wharf.  
The lower platform is where the 30 tonne 
cranes are, they will construct the pre cast 
core ‘block elements’. Each of these will be 
a 27 tonne concrete hollow block. That begs 
the question, how will they be transported? 
“We’ve got purpose made trailers coming in 
with a big tractor. It will be loaded by the gan-
try cranes on top the trailer and transported 
down, and the big cranes will place it in the 
water.
“It is basically a Lego set, they all slot into 
each other from the bottom of the sea bed. Af-
ter the levelling course of the sea bed. These 

27 tonne blocks are placed on top of each 
other. The hollow sections are back fi lled with 
graded stone.”
With around 1700 of the 7 tonne ‘core locks’ 
to place, production is scheduled to start in the 
next two weeks. The larger ‘block elements’ 
will start being produced in March. There are 
less of these larger blocks to be produced with 
the estimated number of around 70 to com-
plete the wharf. “The wharf’s main work will 
need to happen this season. In other words, 
by December, when the seas comes up again 
we need to be complete, otherwise we stand 
a chance of losing what we have done,” said 
Deon. 

Deon De Jager at the con-
crete plant that will supply 
the raw material for 
the giant build-
ing blocks

New gantry Cranes that will lift 
27 tonne blocks onto the 
purpose made trailers
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With the airport project spread out around the 
island and encompassing so many different 
aspects including logistics, housing, shipping, 
fuel control and planned machinery mainte-
nance how can Basil Read control all of these 
aspects to ensure timely delivery? 
 “Detailed planning is very important. We use 
a software programme called Premaveria. This 
software breaks down the processes for all 
jobs; procurement, transport, suppliers, load-
ing into containers, onto ships, off loading and 

transport into position.
 “On the airport project we have 6500 items 
built in to the programme, every smallest de-
tail is recorded there. It will have fl ags coming 
up saying ‘this’ is due in three months and you 
need to start planning, procure and getting the 
stuff here.
“If you miss a day then you miss a month, or 
even two months. So you need to be on top of 
it the whole time.” 
Deon did admit that there had been incidents 
where items had been missed. “Luckily not 

major items like a crane for the wharf, but 
small items, yes,” said Deon with a laugh. 
“We’ve managed to sort it out, or make a plan 
here on the island. That’s one thing where the 
Saints come into their own, they are used to 
making a plan because they can’t just go to the 
shop and buy from the shelf.”
Deon praised the Saints saying that there have 
been, “plenty of times where we are short of a 
part and they have got hold of something in the 
scrap yard and they have made it work.”

Airport Planning: “If you miss a day then you miss a month”

Airport Apron Slab: Start Made on 
Aircraft Surface 
Last week it was announced that there had been a test run on 
the concrete paver that will lay the surface of the airport apron, 
taxiway and runway: that work has now begun. On Monday the 
completed fi rst 120 cubic meters of concrete had been laid and 
that surface will one day see tourists and aeroplanes moving 
across it. 
Admittedly it was not much to look at, just the fi rst lane of the 
apron, but to me what that surface represents is the future. The 
full width of the apron was started and completely laid in about 
fi ve hours. The paver creates a perfectly straight lane of concrete 
2.8m wide and 300mm thick. That process will be repeated all 
the way across the apron along the taxi way and eventually all 
the way down the runway. 
The runway will be made up of 16 lanes side by side to make 
up the 45m width. This part of the project will see the paver lay 
36,000 cubic meters of concrete at the machines travelling pace 
of just 0.6 of a meter per minute. 
The paver has a built in 3D survey system and that will ensure a 
1mm tolerance from the original design. 

Deon De Jager inspecting 
the freshly laid fi rst lane of 
what will stretch out to be 
the aircraft apron, taxiway 
and runway.

The laid concrete has purpose cut 
crack points. These crack points are cut 

at intervals and are necessary stress points.
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REPORT
Cut and Dry (Gut)
Originally there were plans for a culvert (tun-
nel) through the Dry Gut fi ll to alleviate the 
drainage issues from the valley. This option 
represented a few problems and a solution was 
found by cutting a channel into the next valley. 
“The water will come down the valley and in 
front of the fi ll it will divert through a natural 
course, that we have created, into the next val-
ley and then straight out to the sea.” 
This new cut will eradicate two main problems 
for the future; the need to cut through the fi ll 
and then the inevitable future maintenance is-
sues that a tunnel would present.
I asked Deon if such a massive cut in the land 
beside the Dry Gut fi ll effected the fi ll? “It has 
no effect on the fi ll. That has all been checked. 
It won’t interfere with the integrity of the fi ll at 
the end of the day.”
The gut fi ll stands now at 70m with only about 
another 35m to be completed by September of 
this year. It has taken one year of full produc-
tion time to reach this 62% fi ll. 
When the Dry Gut fi ll is fi nished it will be for 
one end of the runway. “It’s a lot of work for 
just 400m of runway,” laughed Deon. “At the 
end of the day, only 200m of the surface run-
way will go across the dry gut, then another 
200m safety zone.”

Reputation, Safety Records, 
Budgets and Time Frames 
Deon said about the work ethic at Basil Read, 
“We always pride ourselves on our work and 
what we do. We always want to deliver a 
high quality job, even back in SA if you suf-
fer fi nancially on contracts, one thing that we 
make sure we do is hand our client a quality 
job at the end of the day. You’re not going to 
skimp on quality just to get some money back, 
you’re still going to deliver at the end of the 

day. Make sure your client is happy, because 
tomorrow he will call on you to do some other 
work.” 
With a huge work force across the island Deon 
is proud of the safety record achieved by Ba-
sil Read. “At the moment we are just under 
900,000 hours without any loss time injuries. 
About a year ago we were at 800,000 hours 
but we had a guy climbing out of a dozer 
and he twisted his ankle, so we lost that re-
cord and we started from zero again. Now we 
are at 900,000 and touch wood, nothing will 
happen.” 

Most importantly Deon continued, “In terms 
of serious accidents, we’ve had bumper bash-
ing and the one ADT that fell over, but to date, 
no loss of life.” He said about the record, “I’m 
very happy.”
So will the airport be delivered on time and on 
budget? “We are on programme, usually if you 
can keep to your programme then your budget 
is within your target as well. When you start 
falling behind things get diffi cult but we are 
on programme,” said Deon before hinting that 
they may be slightly ahead. 

View of the back of the Gut fi ll and the cut into the 
next valley. The base of the cut will need to be at least 
7m wide.

Basil Read paver that has made a start on the 
36,000 cubic metres that needs to be laid to 
complete the aircraft apron, taxiway and runway.
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International St Helena Team 
and Local Work Force 
One of the pleasant surprises that Deon has 
dealt with has been the higher than expected 
local workforce uptake. “We thought that we 
would only achieve around 20% employment 
from local workers and have 80% of the work 
force come from abroad. “As it turned out 

these fi gures were reversed as Basil Read now, 
“have about 80% employed from St Helena. 
This is very good for the local economy as all 
those incomes stay on the island,” said Deon. 
It must be apparent to all that there is a huge 
level of support, to the team on island, from 
abroad and Deon explained the dynamic. “The 
basic programming happens here on site, so I 
sit with my team and we forecast all our needs. 
That information goes back to head offi ce. 

In our head offi ce there are buyers, logistical 
managers, probably a team of about 30 people 
solely involved in this project. In Walvis Bay 
there are probably another 10 people. We feed 
them the information and they give us the 
support in SA, in terms of placing the orders, 
making sure everything is packed and contain-
erised, delivered to Walvis and then eventually 
shipped to the island. It’s a complete process.” 

Paver making a start 
(photo by Basil Read)

Brick production yard that will produce the needed 280,000 
brick for the Combined and Terminal buildings at a rate of 
1,200 bricks a day. Basil Read currently have 1,600 tonnes of 
cement which is one month’s worth of production.
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The Queens Baton Relay –Less than 1 week to go.
With less than 1 week to go St Helena’s organizers of the local leg of the  Queen’s Baton Relay (NASAS) are pulling out all the 
stops to ensure that celebrations on-island run as smoothly as clockwork.
This week, NASAS offi ce was bombarded with scores of emails, all connected in one way or another with the preparations 
being made to celebrate the arrival of the Queens Baton Relay on island on Wednesday 19th February.
NASAS offi ce held meetings with the Chief of Police, Chief Immigration Offi cer, and Captain Greentree among others to 
confi rm arrangements for the smooth passage and entry of the Queen’s Baton Relay Team. (Seven in number).
Customs, Fire Department, Tourist Offi ce, Basil Read and others have been approached so that a smooth programme for  the 
Queen’s Baton Relay can take place at the various venues without disruption.  Schools, Institutions and the General Hospital are 
geared up for the reception of the Queen’s Baton and the island is now bustling with the news that the Queens Baton Relay is 
coming to St Helena for the third time in a space of nine years.   
“Everyone has been so very co-operative” said Eric Benjamin as he pulled out NASAS’ programme of events for discussion.
On arrival of the RMS on Wednesday the Queens Baton will be handed over to the Chairman of NASAS by Mrs Louise Martin 
CBE, who is also the Hon Secretary of the Glasgow Commonwealth Games Association.  Mrs Martin has over many years been 
liaising with St Helena in the run-up to the Glasgow Games. She had previously met in  person a number of NASAS’ Committee 
Members and Nasas’ Offi ce Assistant when they visited Glasgow previously.
The Chairman of NASAS will then invite His Excellency the Governor to receive the Baton on behalf of the People of St Helena.
The wharf area is expected to come alive that day with the gathering  of Primary School children, Guides and Brownies, 
participants in past Commonwealth and Island Games.  The Baton will be relayed up the famous Jacob’s Ladder by Students of 
Prince Andrew school.
Throughout the three days of packed activity, everyone will be invited to see and touch the Queen’s Baton which is bearing the 
Queen’s message.  On its arrival in Glasgow later this year the Queen’s message will be retrieved from the Baton at read by Her 
Majesty or her representative at the Opening of the Commonwealth Games.

NEWS FROM NASAS

 
 

 
 
 
AVES Courses for March 2014...Are you interested? 

Note: These are individual courses and Spaces are limited to 12 people.  *Spaces are limited to 
10 people 

Spaces will only be confirmed upon receipt of registration forms by the closing date stated in the 
table. 

For further information and registration forms please contact reception at the ELC 
 On telephone 22607 or email: clerk@education.gov.sh   

Course Title Date Time Trainer Venue Closing 
date 

Cost 

*Emergency First 
Response 07th March 2014 9am-3pm Anthony 

Thomas ELC Hall 21st February 
2014 

£17.50 Per 
Person 

 
Customer Services 

 
10th March 2014 9am-2pm Angela 

Benjamin 

AVES IT 
Suite/AVES 

Lecture Room 

24th February 
2014 

£1.25 Per 
Person 

*Web Design 

10th, 17th, 24th & 
31st March, 07th, 
14th & 28th April 

& 05th & 12th 
May 2014 

4:30pm-
6:30pm Mark Yon AVES IT Suite 24th February 

2014 
£7.50 Per 

Person 

Fire Safety 12th, 19th & 26th 
March 2014 9am-12pm Fire Personnel AVES Lecture 

Room/Ladder Hill 
26th February 

2014 
£5.00 Per 

Person 

Report Writing & Minute 
Taking 17th March 2014 9am-2pm Angela 

Benjamin 

AVES IT 
Suite/AVES 

Lecture Room 

03rd March 
2014 

£1.25 Per 
Person 

Manual Handling 
(Fundamentals) 21st March 2014 9am-12:30pm Anthony 

Thomas 
AVES Lecture 

Room 
07th March 

2014 
£7.50 Per 

Person 
*Emergency First 

Response Renewals 28th March 2014 9am-12:30pm Anthony 
Thomas 

AVES Lecture 
Room 

14th March 
2014 

£7.50 per 
person 
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ASCENSION ISLAND GOVERNMENT
Georgetown
Ascension Island
ASCN 1ZZ
Website: www.ascension island.gov.ac 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Ascension Island Government invites tenders for the following vehicle spares:

LOT
NO.

DESCRIPTION

1 P100 Vehicle Spares

2 P100 Vehicle Spares

3 P100 Vehicle Spares

4 P100 Vehicle Spares

5 Ford Transit

6 Ford Transit

7 Ford Escort

8 Ford Escort

9 Vauxhall Calavier

10 Ford Focus

11 Discovery TD5 2003

12 Briggs & Stratton (Lawn Mower)

All items will be sold on an ‘as is’ basis with no warranty given or implied. Viewing may be
arranged with the Stores Team Leader, Ms Gerrilyn Crowie, on telephone no. 6561.

All tenders, with a clear description of the item, must be submitted in a sealed envelope and
marked ‘Tender: Lot No. –’ to the Administrator’s Office by no later than 4pm on Friday, 21st

February 2014.
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ASCENSION ISLAND GOVERNMENT 
Georgetown 
Ascension Island 
ASCN 1ZZ 
Website: www.ascension-island.gov.ac 
 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
The Ascension Island Government invites tenders for the following Tyres: 
 

TYRE LOT DESCRIPTION QUANTITY 

Tyre Lot 1 TYRE 185*15 7 
Tyre Lot 2 TYRE 185*15 7 
Tyre Lot 3 TYRE 600*9 10-PLY 4 
Tyre Lot 4 TYRE 600*9 10-PLY 4 
Tyre Lot 5 TYRE 700*12 14 PLY 8 
Tyre Lot 6 TYRE 700*12 14 PLY 8 
Tyre Lot 7 TYRE 700*12 14 PLY 6 
Tyre Lot 8 TYRE 205/50*R16 4 
Tyre Lot 9 TYRE 185/60*R14 5 

Tyre Lot 10 TYRE 185/60*R14 4 
Tyre Lot 11 TYRE 185/70R*13 6 
Tyre Lot 12 TYRE 185/70R*13 6 
Tyre Lot 13 TYRE 255 70R 22.5 4 
Tyre Lot 14 TYRE 195*14 8 PLY 8 
Tyre Lot 15 TYRE 205*14 5 
Tyre Lot 16 TYRE  215/75R x 16C 5 
Tyre Lot 17 TYRE 9R*22.5 6 
Tyre Lot 18 TYRE 1200 X 20 X 18 PLY 2 
Tyre Lot 19 TYRE ARMOUR 12.00X20 NYLON 2 
Tyre Lot 20 TYRE 185/65 R14 4 
Tyre Lot 21 TYRE 205 R16  4 
Tyre Lot 22 TYRE 255/60 R18  4 
Tyre Lot 23 TYRE 255/60 R18   4 
Tyre Lot 24 TYRE 195/65*R14  2 
Tyre Lot 25 TYRE  215/75R x 16C 4 
Tyre Lot 26 TYRE 185/65 R14 3 
Tyre Lot 27 TYRE 255/60 R18   4 

All items will be sold on an ‘as is’ basis with no warranty given or implied. Viewing may be 
arranged with the Stores Team Leader, Ms Gerrilyn Crowie, on telephone no. 6561.  
 
All tenders, with a clear description of the item, must be submitted in a sealed envelope and 
marked ‘Tender: Tyre Lot No. –’  to the Administrator’s Office by no later than 4pm on Friday, 
21st February 2014. 
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The year 2014, has just begun, in fact 
it is only 44 Days old, and Valentine’s 
Day is here again, I am sure you have 
already chosen your secret and special 
Valentine for Friday 14 February 2014, 
and maybe you have already arranged 
a special gift or a card for your Valentine, well if 
you did manage to do that I want to congratulate 
you for doing so, I am sure the person on the re-
ceiving side will take all the time to try and fi nd out 
who the kind sender really is. From a natural point 
of view this is a great thing you have done, may 
you be blessed for all your efforts in this regard. 
Valentine’s Day only comes once a year, and we 
only have a once a year chance to choose our spe-
cial Valentine.
Please allow me to remind you of our Spiritual Val-
entine, our great and wonderful almighty God and 
Father, whom will also appreciate a gift or a card. 
The Beauty about God is that with him every day is 
Valentine’s Day, and our gift to him can be giving 
God our heart, and the Valentine card to God can be 
our daily prayer to his Thrown of grace and Love 
for all mankind.
As a message to all of us, I have chosen a word 
from Holly scripture, from the Old Testament. Ruth 
1: 16 as follows:
But Ruth said: “ Entreat me not to leave you, or to 
turn back from following after you; for wherever 
you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will 
lodge; your people shall be my people, and your 
God, my God. “
“We remain with the Lord!” Message
We remain with the Lord and thus dare to pursue 
our future path in faith. Elaborate
The widow Naomi wanted to leave the land of the 
Moabites in order to return to the protective envi-
ronment of her Jewish family. She thus told her two 
daughters-in-law, who had also been widowed, to 
likewise return to their families. Ruth did not agree 
with the idea. She wanted to remain with Naomi. 
Ruth no longer identifi ed with her own Moabite 
people, and decided instead for the people of Is-
rael and their God, who would now be her God too. 
With this decision, however, she gave up not only 
the protection her own family would have afforded 
her, but also her means of living. Ruth’s decisive-
ness is to be an example to us such that we too re-
main with God.
Why remain with the Lord?
To help us answer this question. David’s desire was 
remain in the house of the Lord, which was really 
only a tent at the time, despite his power and wealth 
(Psalm 27: 4). Let us likewise remain in the house 
of the Lord, even though things are not always per-
fect there. There we can nevertheless feel secure 
and continue to be touched by the word of God.
The “true ”disciples remained with the Lord when 
He called upon His followers to eat His fl esh and 
drink His blood (John 6: 69). They stayed even 
though they were likewise unable to understand 
His words. We too at times fi nd ourselves in situa-
tions we do not understand. But to this day we have 
experienced that the Lord ultimately leads us into 
all truth. For this reason we remain with Him and 
trust in Him.
The disciples of Emmaus wanted their fellow trav-

FaithMatters

Seventh Day Adventist

Saturday  15th February
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Pathfi nder Programme
Monday 17th February 
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel Joshua.
Tuesday 18th February
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home of 
Andrew & Shara Robinson) 
Wednesday 19th February
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
Thursday 20th February
7:00pm- Bible Study at home of Arnold & San-
dra Crowie
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND     
Further contact: Brian Joshua, Tel: 24507

Rector Jack Brady

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
Thursday  13th... February 2014

8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME

. “The purpose underlying the revelation of 
every heavenly Book – is to endue all men 
with righteousness and understanding, so that 
peace and tranquillity may be fi rmly estab-

lished among them” Baha’u’llah

              BAPTIST CHURCH
Saturday 15th February
3:00pm GOCOM Meeting, Knollcombes Cha-
pel
Sunday 16th February
1)8.45am Morning Service, Sandy Bay Chapel
2)10.45 am Morning Service,
Head O’Wain Chapel 
3)6.00 pm Evening Service,
Jamestown Chapel
The Sermon will be delivered by Pastor 
Graeme at all services
10.00 am Sunday School, Baptist Manse
5.00 pm Prayer Meeting,
Jamestown Schoolroom
Monday 17th February
5:30pm Church Council Meeting, Sandy Bay 
Chapel
Tuesday 18th February
5.00pm Bible Studies, Cape Villa
7.30pm Bible Studies,
Jamestown Schoolroom
Wednesday 19th February
7.30pm Bible Studies,  Deadwood - at home of
Winnie Thomas
Thursday 20th February
5.30pm Bible Studies, Sandy Bay Chapel
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Blue Hill Community Centre  

For more info contact Pastor Graeme Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel. 22388

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul  
Sunday 16 February - 6th Sunday of the Year 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,           Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,           Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,              St Peter
Thursday 20 February    
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,                Arabia
Sunday 23 February - 7th Sunday of the Year 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,           Cathedral
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist/Parade,  St Andrew
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,           St Helena 
5.30 p.m. Choral Evensong,           Cathedral
The Parish of St James   
Sunday 16 February - 6th Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,            St James
Monday 17 February    
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,            St James
Tuesday 18 February    
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,             St James
Wednesday 19 February    
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,             St James

Thursday 20 February    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing,        St John
Friday 21 February     
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,             St James
Sunday 23 February - 7th Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist/Parade,       St James
7.00 p.m. Evensong,                St John
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 16 February - 6th Sunday of the Year 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,         St Matthew
11.00 a.m. Eucharist,
                        Levelwood Community Centre
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,              St Mark
Tuesday 18 February   
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,              St Mark
Sunday 23 February - 7th Sunday of the Year
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,             St Matthew

eller to stay with them even though they had not 
yet recognised Him as the Risen One. Their hearts 
burned! Later they recognised the Risen Jesus 
(Luke 24: 13-35). This also applies to us! At times 
we feel abandoned by the Lord. Nevertheless, those 
who seek fellowship with the Lord will not be 
disappointed, and the Lord will reveal Himself to 
them! Leaving is not an alternative. The rich young 
man was not prepared to follow Jesus. He left the 
Lord in sadness. Judas left the Son of God, went off 
into the night, and was disappointed. His end was 
dreadful. The only way to enter into eternal fellow-
ship with God is to never stop following Jesus (John 
14: 6). Let us never allow ourselves to be deterred 
from this, not even in diffi cult situations. After all, 
we know that the Lord will help us especially in 
such situations.
Daring to believe, the widowed Ruth certainly did 
not have an easy life and ultimately dared to pursue 
a path leading to an uncertain future. Let us likewise 
always turn to the Lord—and let us remain with 
Him—even though we may live through many dif-
fi culties, disappointments, and annoyances ( Psalm 
73: 23-24).
Ruth remained with Naomi out of love for God. Let 
us likewise stay with the Lord out of love for Him. 
We cannot change anything about the diffi culties 
that may come our way on our future path, but our 
trust in the Lord is the basis for daring to believe. 
After all: “With God noting will be impossible” 
(Luke 1: 37).
So my dear readers, friends and families I wish you 
all a most blessed and happy Valentine’s day, God 
bless.
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Wirebird Census 2013-14
This year’s Wirebird Census was carried out during January 2014.  The usual 31 Wirebird census areas were visited, using a 
team of SHNT staff, Basil Read staff training with the SHNT and volunteers. All birds seen were counted as each area was 

traversed. 
 

 

Results:
A total of 373 adults were counted, 29 juveniles, 28 chicks and 39 nests.

Comments:
In an area as varied as St Helena is in topography, it is impossible to be certain that all birds have been seen, 

or that none have been counted more than once. However, doing it at this time of year, and limiting 
the count assessment to the adults, we can be certain that most if not all adult birds were counted as they 

are “tied” to their nest territories and unlikely to move away very far.
 

This year’s results show numbers being maintained in most areas with a noticeable decrease at Man and Horse. 
Over the past 14 years, the average has been 362 adult birds, with totals varying between 208 and 434. 

Last year for comparison 434 adult birds were counted. 

We have worked extensively in three core areas Upper Prosperous Bay, Deadwood and Man & Horse
 involving cat trapping, rodent monitoring - bait deployment, fi eld cameras and monitoring of Wirebird nest chicks. 

As a result the Wirebirds in these areas are well known. Upper Prosperous Bay has shown an increase
 in Wirebird numbers, Deadwood maintained and Man and Horse a decrease.  The results at

 Prosperous Bay and Deadwood are encouraging. Possible reasons for the decrease at Man and Horse
 is a late start to the nesting season and noticeable additional blue weed growth at South West Point 

making it almost impossible for the birds to nest.

Acknowledgements:
Grateful thanks are extended to everyone who helped in this year’s Wirebird Census, including 

Kevin George, Denny Leo, Alex Benjamin, Albert Bennett, Marayka Henry, Chris Hillman, 
Sheila Hillman, Jessina Andrews, David Ward, Annalea Beard, Eddie Duff, Liza White, Darren Williams, 

Brandon Bone, Robert Kleinjan and Nicky “Kaiser” Stevens of the Halcrow/Airport Project Management Unit. 

Kevin George and Denny Leo      
St Helena National Trust   
February 2014
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INVITATION TO 
TENDER

Enterprise St Helena is inviting suitably 
qualifi ed contractors to submit a tender for the 
Refurbishment of the Lower Cottage at Lemon 

Valley including a general cleanup.

Tender documentation including plans and 
specifi cations can be obtained from ProArc Ltd, 

ESH Unit 12 - Business Park, Ladder Hill.

The closing date by which completed 
tenders are to be submitted is no later 
than 24th February 2014 at 12 noon.

For further information interested 
contractors may contact Project 

Management, “ProArc Ltd” on telephone 
23850 or email PROARC@helanta.co.sh

IN LOVING MEMORY
JUNE VALETA CONSTANTINE

1 JUNE 1949 – DEC 31 2013
Husband Harold, sons Gary, Anthony, Martin, Daughter Ethel, 

Grand Children, daughter in-law Jackie, sister Faye, partners, and 
Family of the late June Constantine who passed away on the 
31 December 2013, would like to thank the following people 

who helped and supported them at such a sad time. 

Thanks to Captain Rodney Young and all who was involved 
on board the RMS. Bishop Fenwick, Father Clive for 
conducting the funeral service, to Mrs Joy George for  

playing the organ, Alicia Thomas for reading the eulogy, 
Lt Coral Yon, Roy Williams and his team, Johnny Isaac, 

Fiona, Tracey, Cyril, Catherine, Dorothy and Gary for being 
a good friend of June and anyone who have been missed out.

Many thanks to all those kind people who gave fl owers and 
attend the funeral. To all those who sent messages of 

sympathy by cards, emails, and for the many telephone 
calls during this sad time. Your kindness and support 

was very much appreciated

God Bless you all.

June has gone from our lives but will remain in our hearts forever.

MAY SHE REST IN PEACE

BACKYARD SLAUGHTER

Home slaughter of animals, where meat 
is destined for sale for public consumption is 
technically illegal, since it is performed in a 
place other than in a public slaughterhouse. 
Banning home slaughter however could render 
some private businesses unviable. The Public 
Health Committee will consult and consider 
best solution.    
The two existing registered slaughterhouses 
are on the Eastern side of the island. They op-
erate under licence to a particular standard, in 
accordance with Slaughterhouse Regulations 
under the Public Health Ordinance. According 
to the regulations home slaughter is permitted 
only in an emergency situation. 
Slaughterhouse regulations are there to regu-
late the process, minimise the risk, and safe-
guard public health.
It is diffi cult to recreate the hygienic con-
ditions, for carcass preparation, of a fully 
controlled registered slaughterhouse. None-
theless, the Executive Council permitted 
supervised home slaughter of animals up to 
a certain weight, provided the potential pub-
lic health implications of home slaughter are 
ameliorated by certain safeguards put in place 
by Public Health, such as minimum standards 

of the facility and post mortem inspection of 
the viscera. All cattle are taken to the slaugh-
terhouse.  
There is no requirement in the regulations for 
farmers (meat producers) to have a food han-
dling certifi cate for the butchery process, nor 
do the regulations offer protection for people 
selling meat for human consumption. The 
Health Inspectors, of which there are only two, 
are uncomfortable carrying out the inspection 
of meat at home that is destined for sale for 
human consumption, because they are not sup-
ported by appropriate legislation if someone is 
admitted for food poisoning by consuming 
meat that they inspected and authorised for 
sale.     
Referring to current practice, the Chairman of 
the Public Health Committee, Councillor Ian 
Rummery said at the Public Health open agen-
da meeting, held on 5 February, that a satisfac-
tory decision will have to be made this year. 
“The needs of the island have to be considered 
but also, Public Health.” There is no intention 
currently, to reopen the disused slaughter-
house at Longwood, using public money. The 
upgrading work to meet the standards of the 
Public Health Ordinance to make it operation-
al again would be at an enormous cost.     
The Senior Veterinary Offi cer, Joe Hollins, 
gave a power point presentation on home 
slaughter for retail, showing the vulnerable 
stages of the slaughter process, which are: 

Welfare of animals – handling & slaughter; 
Gutting and preparation of carcases; Butcher-
ing of carcases & preparation of meat prod-
ucts; and, Retailing. 
The options it seemed were: Do nothing, 
which means maintaining the status quo, but 
there is a legal argument; compromise, by 
modifying the slaughterhouse regulations and 
apply further conditions to home slaughter for 
retail; and, ban home slaughter. 
It was mentioned that banning home slaughter 
could create new public health implications of 
a black market in meat going for retail without 
prior inspection. There was also mention of 
potential litigation in a case of food poisoning.  
The meeting heard that the majority of pork, 
that is produced by small to medium size farm-
ers is from the Eastern side of th4e island. It 
is likely that transport and other costs associ-
ated with having their animals slaughtered on 
the other side could be prohibitive and impact 
negatively on animal and meat production. 
Also it was doubtful whether those slaughter-
houses could cope with the extra demand.    
It was understood that if the regulations were 
to be amended a new clause would be added 
for the slaughter of poultry.       
The issue of home slaughter is a sensitive mat-
ter and is understood to be of great importance 
both socially and economically, however can 
the law be ignored?   

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

-  ExCo Ponder Safety
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AT THE BAZAAR 

SHOE SALE 

STARTING THURSDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2014 

SHOE SALE 
OFF SELECTED SHOES 
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Winter Olympics - Sochi 2014
World Cup leader Kamil Stoch produced a 
sensational leap of 103.5 metres to land Olym-
pic gold in the men’s normal hill individual ski 
jumping at the RusSki Gorki Center.
The 26-year-old Pole carried a seven-point 
lead from the fi rst jump into the fi nal and ex-
tended his advantage to claim the title by 12.7 
points over Slovenia’s Petr Prevc with a total 
of 278.0 points.

International Olympic Committee sport direc-
tor Christophe Dubi has sought to allay fears 
about the safety of the Sochi 2014 snowboard 
halfpipe course.
Several athletes have voiced concerns over the 
course in the Rosa Khutor Extreme Park ahead 
of the halfpipe competition, which is sched-
uled to start on Tuesday with United States star 
Shaun White defending his title in the men’s 
competition.
White’s team-mate Danny Davis criticised the 
pipe’s fl at bottom - the area which acts as a 
transition between the 22-foot wall on either 
side - claiming it was bumpy and full of sugary 
snow which posed problems for riders.

Football: West Ham have agreed a deal to sell 
Upton Park to a developer once the club have 
completed their move to the Olympic Stadium 
in 2016.
The Galliard Group has been named as the 
successful bidder for the site.
The Galliard Group plans to build new homes 
on the site as well as retail and leisure facili-
ties with underground parking which would be 
completed by 2018. The group has also been in 
talks with the family of former West Ham and 
England captain Bobby Moore about the pos-
sibility of placing a landscaped garden named 
in his honour at the centre of the site.
All stories: www.sportinglife.com

English Premiership Football table for 12 Feb 2014
Team Pl W D L F A Pts +/-
Chelsea  26 17 6 3 48 21 57 27 
Arsenal 25 17 4 4 48 26 55 22 
Manchester City 25 17 3 5 68 27 54 41 
Liverpool 25 15 5 5 63 30 50 33 
Tottenham Hotspur 25 14 5 6 32 32 47 0 
Everton 25 12 9 4 37 26 45 11 
Manchester United 25 12 5 8 41 31 41 10 
Southampton 26 10 9 7 37 29 39 8 
Newcastle United 25 11 4 10 32 34 37 -2 
West Ham United 26 7 7 12 28 33 28 -5 
Aston Villa 26 7 7 12 27 36 28 -9 
Swansea City 25 7 6 12 32 35 27 -3 
Hull City 26 7 6 13 25 31 27 -6 
Stoke City 25 6 8 11 26 40 26 -14 
Crystal Palace 25 8 2 15 18 34 26 -16 
Norwich City 26 6 7 13 19 39 25 -20 
West Bromwich Albion 26 4 12 10 30 38 24 -8 
Sunderland 25 6 6 13 25 38 24 -13 
Cardiff City 26 5 7 14 19 44 22 -25 
Fulham 25 6 2 17 24 55 20 -31 

Phew!!! The sun has been out, this week, 
with a vengeance. It’s been hot, hot, hot. 
The mornings and late evenings have been 
a welcome respite as the mercury peaks in 
the afternoon heat. Here are the weather 
data readings for the past week from the 
Met Station at Bottom Woods and ANRD 
at Scotland. 

 Bottom Woods Scotland

Min temp  18.4C 17.0C
Max temp 25.4C 24.0C
Mean temp 20.8C 20.6C
Total sunshine 58.4hrs 60.5 hrs
Total rainfall 6.6mm 7.4mm
Mean w/speed 8.6 knots 

St Helena’s Weekly Weather News

SUMMER MELTDOWN

On Saturday, 8 February, Longwood Green 
was the site of the ‘Summer Meltdown’ and 
on the day the Green saw bouncy castles, wa-
ter slides, ice cream and candy fl oss vendors, 
stalls and live music all laid on as entertain-
ment for the charity event. 
Before the rain made an unwelcome presence 
the day appeared a success, with children of 
all ages enjoying various activities. The ‘bug 
man’ constantly had children peering through 
his microscope trying to get a better look at the 
bugs, sucked up through the Bug Vac.
Tea, coffee and cakes were in abundance as 
well as, clothing and toys on sale. Ice-cream 

and candy fl oss left evidence on many chil-
dren’s faces as they enjoyed the day. Adults 
busily looked through stalls buying various 
items and took pleasure in biding at the auc-
tion. The bar saw a constant fl ow of people as 
did the various food stalls. 
Organiser, Verline Leo, has said the event has 
raised pleanty of money for the island chari-
ties; The community mural (Disable Society) 
£25, The circle of money (Making Ends Meet) 
£249.45, The schools auction with stall fees 
added up to a total of £138. 
The event went late into the night with live 
music from local bands and artists.

Longwood Guides, Brownies and Rainbows have reported they made the most 
of fundraising at Summer Meltdown. Their Novelty Stall raised £141.50 (after 
expenses).
The Brownies and Rainbows sold delicious mouth-watering cakes and candy 

from their stall and raised £140.80, after expenses.
The Brownies also contributed a jar fi lled with coins to the Circle of Money.
The leaders would like to invite any girls interested to come forward to join the Guides (10+ 
yrs), Brownies (7-10 yrs) or Rainbows (5-7 yrs). There is so much for you to do!
Brownies are this year celebrating 100 years of fun and friendship.

Stalls and activities on 
Longwood Green
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CRICKET RESULTS
Saturday 8 February 2014
HTH Dolphins Western B Warriors
postponed as the organisers Western A Mustangs 
failed to provide any umpires

Sunday 9 February 2014
St Matthew’s Lions Levelwood Rebels

175/7
Delroy Leo, 64
Brendan Leo, 5/40

178
Alan Thomas, 67
Andy Day, 2/52

Jamestown Zodiacs Sandy Bay Pirates

Levelwood Allstars J/T Barracudas
249/3
David George, 96
Andrew Yon, 6/29

154
Shavon Leo, 52
Dakota Clingham, 1/48

CRICKET FIXTURES
Saturday 15 February - 9am
Levelwood Allstars vs Jamestown Zodiacs
1.30pm
Western B Warriors vs St Matthew’s Lions
Organiser: Jamestown Barracudas

103
Aaron Legg, 40
Darren Isaac, 3/47

167
Gibby Young, 25
Tyrel Ellick, 3/18

Totals
Madolyn Andrews 185.2 194.5 194.5 573.12 188 191.2 189.5 568.7 193.5 185.2 188.2 566.9 196.6 194.5 194.5 584.16 2292.88
Jordie Andrews 193.3 191.4 175.1 559.8 186 191.2 194.4 571.6 193.4 186.3 195.7 577.14 190.3 194.4 187.1 571.8 2280.34
Jodie S Constantine 163.4 166.1 159.1 488.6 168 181 175.2 524.2 188.3 174 182.3 544.6 173 192.4 188 553.4 2110.8
Simon Henry 194.4 195.2 195.5 584.11 190.4 193.4 195.6 578.14 186.5 198.5 197.10 581.20 1743.45
Patrick Young 183 179.2 188.6 550.8 550.8

Week 1, HTH (11 Jan) Week 2, JT (18 Jan) Week 3, HTH (25 Jan) Week 4, JT (8 Feb)

Last Saturday 8 February 2014 was the 4th 
and fi nal trials shooting competition, which 
took place at the Jamestown Rifl e Club, with 
three of the listed competitors hoping to se-
cure a place for the Commonwealth Games 
in Glasgow 2014. The three are: Jodie Scipio-
Constantine, Jordie Andrews and Madolyn 
Andrews. 
Simon Henry shot with them in the fi rst three 
weeks of the competition whilst home on holi-
day, Patrick Young shot in week one and left 
for overseas and will fi nish the remaining tri-
als on his return. Chelsea Benjamin was also 
off island and hasn’t yet taken part in a trial. 
This was an exciting exercise for myself and 
the youth shooters, their progress in perfor-
mances were very different to what was ex-
pected. The table below shows the variance of 
scores over the competition.  Well done and 
congratulations to the three who have com-
pleted their shoots, we look forward to the 
others fi nishing the trials.

On Friday, 7 Feb, we were back in training 
with dry fi ring. The fi rst session working on 
relaxing controls, our second session we shot 
live a 5 ring scoring target with 12 rounds each 
to measure the benefi t gained from the dry fi r-
ing exercise. All three shooters looking com-
fortable in position, Kayleigh Harris shot 96.3, 
Jodie shot a 96.3, Jordie shot a good 100.5 and 
top of the leader board again was Madolyn 
with 100.9, a very successful afternoon. 
Tuesday, 11 Feb, was a fun practise evening us-

Jamestown Rifl e Club

Pat Henry, Chairman JTRC

SHOOTINGNEWS

ing the Martini rifl es and high velocity ammo. 
Eight members shot and enjoyed the fun with 
Deirdre shooting 87.3, 99.3 and dropped to 86, 
Kayleigh shot 88.1 and 90.2, Chay Plato 95.2, 
86.1 and 98.3, Madolyn 97.4 and 97.3, Pat 88 
and 95.3, Colin Knipe 97.4, Jordie 96.1 and 
93.4. A good night enjoyed by all. There will 
not be any shooting activity on Friday. We will 
be decorating the Mule Yard in preparation 
for the Valentine’s disco night; a family night, 
come and support our youth shooters.

COMMONWEALTH 
GAMES’ 2014
TRIALS

l-r: Jodie, Jordie and Madolyn

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE FIXTURES 
SUNDAY 16th February 2014
ROUND 2, GAME 1
2pm  Serve-ivors vs Volley Diggers
2pm  Thundercats vs Ballsy Ladies 
Organiser:  Thundercats

RADIO SPORTS ARENA
Cricket Season Round-Up

SAMS Radio 1
Wednesday 19 February 2014

5.30pm
presented by Damien O’Bey

with special guests
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Just the one competition was played over the 
weekend, that was the late Charles Duncan 
Challenge Cup, played on Sunday 9th Febru-
ary. The format was 18 hole Stableford with 
full handicap.
The weather conditions were very warm with 
little or no wind, a golfers dream 
but it was perhaps too hot.  We had 
24 players take part, three players 
returned 36 points, they were Brian 
Yon, Larry (Nails) Thomas (re-
deemed himself from last week), 
and Jeffrey (Foxy) Stevens.  They 
did a play-off on one hole where Brian Yon 
won to take the runner-up spot and Jeffrey in 
third place, but back in the top spot was former 
Open Champion, Leon Crowie, playing off a 
handicap of 5 with a very credible 38 points.  
Four players holed out in two to share the ball 

pool, they were: Leon on 5th, Pat Henry 
on 16th, Brian Yon on 7th and with an 
eagle 2, was Brian (Peachy) Coleman on 
the par 4 ninth hole.  I would like to con-
gratulate the winners.
Tony Duncan was present to represent the 
Duncan family whom we would like to 
thank for sponsoring the competition and 
for laying on the curry and rice, which was 
cooked by Helena Foxy and yours truly.

Two competitions are sched-
uled for next week and sign-up 
sheets are posted at the club, 
please sign up by Friday 14th 
Feb. On Saturday will be a an 18 
hole Par 3 and on Sunday will 
be an 18 hole stroke play spon-

sored by KJ. There are some good prizes 
to be won in this competition, which will 
be followed by curry and rice, then a kara-
oke and music for dancing.  
Enjoy the week, stay safe
and keep swinging!

...a golfers dream but it was perhaps too hot
Leon Crowie triumphs in steamy conditions to win Charles Duncan Challenge Cup on Sunday

GOLF NEWS
St Helena Golf Club Report 
Week ending 9 February 2014

Contributed by Lawson Henry

Leon Crowie, driving 
from the 13th tee on 
Sunday, on his way to 
winning the Charles 
Duncan Cup

Tony Winfi eld, 
Helena Stevens 
and Lawson Henry, 
putting and getting 
a tan on the 10th, on 
Sunday afternoon


