THE

SENTINEL

www.sams.sh

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.

Vol. 2, Issue 24 - Price: £1

“serving St Helena and her community worldwide”

Thursday 5 September 2013

65 AIRPORT WORKERS
GO ON “STRIKE”
Mr Schwarz confirmed that a “strike” action
was taking place.

SOUTH AFRICAN WORKERS ASK TO
MEET DIRECTOR JIMMY JOHNSTON

French Teacher
takes up post page 2

Richard Wallis, SAMS

Visiting Director, Jimmy Johnston

The successful delivery of the airport schedule was put in jeopardy
for the first time this week when 65 of the South African work force
downed tools in protest over a number of concerns they have been
trying to have addressed by the Basil Read senior management. At
the time of print, the exact nature of these concerns is not known to
SAMS.
On Tuesday, 3 September at 9am, the very first reports of developing problems in the Basil Read workforce started to be received
by SAMS. Not long after, Basil Read Human Resources Manager, Charles
continued on page 4 and 21

Jamie re-united with family after 12 1/2 years
HMS RICHMOND visits St Helena

pages 2, 10 & 11

Making The Castle
Safe
page 9

Councillor Nigel
Dollery Resigns
from ExCo page 18
The Fowler family last week. L-R: Carlo (brother), Gabrielle
(niece), mum Ingrid (mum), Sidney (dad) and Jamie
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

NEW
ARRIVAL

B

aby boy, Cohen Mark Sim was born on Wednesday, 21 August at 6.48am weighing a healthy
7lb 10oz to Megan Sim and Eugene Yon of Half Tree Hollow. The little cutie bathed The Sentinel office in a lovely fresh, ‘baby smell’ when he came in for his photo shoot. Megan says motherhood is ‘good and exciting’ and Dad is very ‘hands on.’ The family sends a big thank you to
midwife, Erika Benjamin, nurse, Diana Stroud, doctors, Sola and Solomon, theatre staff and the
rest of the hospital staff for the safe delivery of their baby boy. Thanks is also extended to family
and friends for their cards, gifts and messages.
Please note, if any of our readers would like to have their new arrivals featured in the Sentinel, please contact our team.

FAMILY REUNION
On Thursday morning, 30 August, Leading Seaman on the HMS Richmond, Jamie
Fowler, was reunited with his St Helena family after twelve and a half years, when the type
23 Royal Navy frigate anchored at St Helena
for two days.
Jamie, son of Sidney and Ingrid Fowler of
Trap Cott, has two brothers, Carlo, here on the
island and Mark, who is abroad. Also awaiting
Jamie’s return was his niece, Gabrielle, who
he hadn’t seen before. “It was lovely seeing Jamie” said Ingrid, “we are really proud of him,
he worked hard to come all this way.”
Jamie left for the navy from Ascension when
he was just 17 years old. He had not returned
home since, mostly because of the importance
of his role in the navy. Ingrid explained to us
that being in the navy, means being available
to get called up at any time when on leave,
something that isn’t possible on St Helena.
Jamie (29) now has his own family in the UK.
“I’ve got a wife and a son,” he said, “my wife
Dione and my son Tyrell, who is five.” His son
misses his dad very much. “He’s still giving
his mum hassle, still misses me, and wants
me to come home,” laughed Jamie. He would
have liked to have had his family here on the
island with him. “I know my wife would’ve
liked to have been here with me as well,” said
Jamie, “and my son keeps going on about his

little cousin, Gabrielle.”
Jamie always makes the effort to call his parents “once a week.” The reason his calls don’t
occur more often is because he has a limited
amount of call minutes on the ship and said he
has to “spread that between my family back
here and my family in the UK.”
Jamie was treated to a traditional St Helena
meal by his mum on Thursday. “Jamie requested black puddings,” laughed Ingrid, “so

he’s getting black puddings, curry, and he
loves the St Helena roast pork.” Jamie’s parents were also invited on to the ship for a tour,
meal and cocktail party.
Jamie stayed on the island for two days, before
rejoining his navy crew and sailing away from
St Helena waters, to serve and protect in the
Atlantic Ocean. “I enjoyed my 15 minutes of
fame,” laughed Jamie, when asked about how
he felt being in the celebrity spotlight. Jamie
said that his stay was, “brilliant,” and was happy that he could raise awareness of the navy
on the island.

Jamie with brother Carlo
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Introducing French
at Prince Andrew School
A New Advisory French Teacher, has been
appointed for the new school year. A press
release dated 30 August 2013 states, originally from France, Philippe Prudhomme is the
first Advisory teacher to introduce French to
Prince Andrew School’s curriculum, starting
with Key Stage Three students this coming
school year, and gradually expanding it to the
whole school.
Having gained a Post Graduate Certificate in
Education (PGCE) in the UK, Philippe set off
to Nairobi to become a linguistic advisor for
the French Embassy, developing French in the
Nairobi area, and assisting in the training of
Kenyan French teachers.
Philippe then progressed to Head of Modern Languages at the International School of
South Africa. He moved on to Lagos (Nigeria)
where he was part of the Pioneer Senior Management Team (Deputy Head Welfare) to set
up the British International School of Lagos,
Nigeria. After working on Curriculum Development in the South of Nigeria with the help
of the United Nations body, Philippe took a

job in Switzerland for three years; 2 years as
Co-Head of Boarding and 1 year as a French
teacher and Discipline Advisor.
Philippe’s main role on island, will be to teach
French at Prince Andrew School and then
commence classes into the wider community,
building on Judith Moore’s
French
adult
evening classes.
As this is the
first
foreign
language to be
introduced to a
young audience
on St Helena,
Philippe
acknowledged the
added pressure
that
students
will experience
when
learning something
completely new.
Philippe aims to

trigger his classes’ interest with a variety of
teaching techniques, setting clearly identified
objectives, making the students aware of the
importance of learning French and incorporating effective methods to help students cope
with the stress of learning a foreign language.
Following the introduction of French to Key
Stage Three students, Philippe hopes to reach
younger students at Primary School level, allowing them to learn and develop a foreign
language, and extend the teaching of the language to a wider adult audience particularly in
the field of tourism and commerce.

BABY GIRL

B
aby girl, Renee Julie Legg was born on Friday 23 August at 3.35pm weighing a bouncing 8lb 1oz to first time parents, Tamara O’Bey and Leon
Legg of Bottom Woods. Renee, dress ‘Pretty in Pink,’ slept blissfully throughout the photo shoot. Tamara said, “It’s strange being a Mum but
exciting and I’m looking forward to it.” Renee is a welcomed addition to the household and her parents are competing with the grandparents for her
attention! Tamara and Leon would like to thank midwives, doctors and staff at the General Hospital for the safe delivery and care of baby Renee.
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SENTINEL 65 AIRPORT WORKERS
COMMENT GO ON “STRIKE”
continued from front page

Darrin Henry, SAMS
As events this week unfolded at Bradley’s
Camp, it became apparent that there is a
great deal of sympathy on the island for the
South African workers in dispute with their
employers, Basil Read.
The St Helena Access Office did not want to
comment further than to say, staffing issues
were an internal matter for Basil Read. By
the letter of the small print, this may be true.
But, if we continue to cling to the claim we
are a ‘friendly’ and ‘caring’ people, then we
have to step up a bit more, surely? Any government within their country/island should
see the basic wellbeing of every person as
their business.

Schwarz, confirmed that a number of workers
had, “downed tools and were withholding labour.”
Mr Schwarz confirmed that a “strike” action
was taking place.
In subsequent communications with the affected staff they stated, “It is not a strike - we
have just put down tools and are not working.
We are behaving - not being unreasonable with
no damage to property or anything untoward.”
This dispute coincides with the island visit of
the Basil Read (South Africa based) St Helena Airport Director, Jimmy Johnston. The
labourers have asked for a meeting with Mr
Johnston, so that they could put concerns directly to him which they felt were not being
addressed by local management.

Basil Read management arranged a meeting
for 4pm, yesterday, allowing only five representatives of the workers to attend. Workers
were told Mr Johnston would be at the meeting, as well as Island Director for the Airport,
Deon De Jager. (The outcome of the meeting
is not known at the time of going to print.)
In response to a query regarding strike action,
Janet Lawrence, St Helena Government’s Airport Director, said: “Labour disputes would be
an internal matter with Basil Read; their staffing would not be a matter for SHG.”
A statement from Chief of Police, Peter Coll,
said: “Police were made aware of a discussion
ongoing between workers and management at
Basil Read. We attended to provide a reassuring presence for the benefit of all parties. We
understand that discussions are ongoing.”

More on this story - page 21
Basil Read Camp at Bradley’s, on Tuesday

The Basil Read contractors from South Africa, (all of them), have undoubtedly made
a wonderful effort to embrace the Saint way
of life. Their contribution to the social scene,
charitable causes, sport and island functions
has been significant and much appreciated.
But it is clear from the feedback we have
received, (overwhelmingly from Saints as it
would happen) that not everything is as rosy
as some reports suggest. If the St Helena
government are unconcerned by this talk,
then this is worrying. Who is representing St
Helena Government’s interest in all of this?
It’s not clear to me.
On a completely different note, it was with
sadness but also pride that I watched Gareth
Bale (now the world’s most expensive footballer) being introduced to his new team,
Real Madrid, this week. As a long term Spurs
fan I’ve become used to seeing our most talented players courted and tempted to ‘greener’ pastures. But, for the first time (since I’ve
been a fan) my team are attempting to turn
things around, investing heavily in the football club to make us a desired destination
rather than just a stopover.
It’s the first time I’ve drawn parallels with
football clubs and St Helena - but I realise
I often feel the same way when Facebook
shows me how well Saints are doing around
the world. Just like Bale, they are quick to
pay tribute to home and the part it has played
in their development; but similarly, many of
them appear to have little incentive to return.
Let’s hope it’s not long before St Helena’s
pastures grow greener.

‘Reserve the following dates with Pilling Primary School:
‘Christmas Bonanza/Family Nite - Wednesday 18 December
‘Festival of lights’ - Saturday 21 December.

ANNOUNCEMENT FROM NASAS
The National Amateur Sports Association of St Helena (NASAS) is pleased to announce that
following the excellent achievement of the Island Games Team at the Bermuda Games, where
Simon Henry won Gold and Silver medals and Carlos Yon won Silver, information has now
been received from the General Secretary of the International Island Games Association that
further awards have been made to the following athletes:
Patrick Young –
Lee Yon and Ryan Benjamin –

Gold Certificate in 50m Prone Shooting
Gold Certificates in Badminton Men’s Doubles

These certificates are awarded to the best performers with an island population of less than ten
thousand; they are Alderney, Falklands Is, Froya, Hitra, Sark and St Helena.The Committee
of NASAS congratulates the awardees and all the members of the Island Games Team for their
magnificent achievements at the NatWest Island Games in Bermuda.

SAMS Contact Details Telephone: 2727 email: news@sams.sh website: www.sams.sh
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LETTERS/NOTICE BOARD
Dear Editor,
I read with interest Stuart Moors’ article on
efficiency in last week’s Sentinel (29 August
2013). From its content it is clear that existing
communication methods are insufficient and
that the perceived lack of transparency continues to be raised as an issue. As is quite rightly
stated, Elected Members are currently heavily
involved in the budget setting process which
will in turn reflect the priorities of the Council
and determine the focus of the Government
for the next few years. In actual fact the grant
in aid provided by Her Majesty’s Government
(HMG) has increased in real terms over the
last few years, at a time when nearly every
other authority reliant on British Government
funding has seen their grant reduced by around
30%. Austerity measures introduced in many
UK local authorities have resulted in cuts to
public services, significant job losses and a
great deal of uncertainty. Economies are still
shrinking and further cuts required. Across the
public sector, salaries have been frozen for the
last 4 years.
It is true to say that HMG will be anticipating
a gradual reduction in the aid it provides to St
Helena in future years, but this will be measured and gradual.
Exciting times are afoot on St Helena, with an
opportunity to grow the economy, develop a
competitive private sector, increase salary levels, and reap the benefits of tourism as well
as gaining a regular link to the outside world
through the airport development.
Budgets at SHG have not been ‘cut across the
top’ and considerable work is being undertaken to drive efficiency across all directorates.
Mr Moors’ observation of the ‘hierarchical
Public Service’ is outdated and would no longer be recognised within most public service
areas. SHG has work to do, but it knows that

and is changing rapidly to ensure it meets the
obligations under the airport Memorandum of
Understanding. Without making those changes, SHG knows that St Helena will not achieve
the strengthened community and family life
through vibrant economic growth, a healthy
environment with opportunities for all to participate within a framework of effective government and law, which it aspires to.
There needs to be some cultural changes within Government, where members of staff are
empowered to take decisions without needing
to refer it and without the fear of criticism and
inappropriate reproach from external sources,
should an incorrect decision be made. There
needs to be the appropriate level of support in
place to ensure staff new to decision making
are supported, not blamed.
I, for one, have learnt a great deal through having to make decisions, sometimes life changing and sometimes those that will affect a large
number of people. Sometimes making the
wrong decision brings you to the right place
and often the wrong decision is better than no
decision.
Personally, I love change and I am the Change
Manager for St Helena Government. I will be
on the Island for a couple of years to steer and
advise SHG on all aspects of change, challenging existing practice and looking for and
implementing efficiencies.
‘You cannot expect miracles to happen overnight. Be patient and little by little the change
will come’ Leon Brown
St Helena WILL move forward, mistakes are
likely to be made along the way but we will
learn from them.
Helen Standen,
Change Manager
SHG

Thank You
The daughters’, son in laws’, grandchildren and great grandchildren of Dorita Fowler of Sandy Bay, would like to thank all who
gave assistance to her on her sudden passing on Monday, 12
August.
A special thanks goes out to the following people: Alfie and Violet,
Doctors and Medical Staff who assisted at the time, Paul for coming to our aid and helping with funeral arrangements, Roy and his
team, the Bishop with Cannon Clive and Fr Dale for conducting
the service, Joy for playing the organ, Mr & Mrs Edwy Clifford for
their help, Pat for reading the eulogy and Davina for the wreaths.
A big thank you goes out to Beaty and Joyce for their support
throughout and to the many others who sent sympathy cards,
floral tributes and comforting words.
A very warm thank you goes out to Violet for helping to care for
Dorita during her short time of illness.
Dorita has gone from our lives, but will forever remain in our
hearts.
Thank You and God Bless.

Constituents,
From early next week I will have a new email
address for my Council work. It will be Councillor.Green@helanta.co.sh My telephone
number is 4208. If I can be of help to anyone
please get in touch. For routine queries I would
hope individuals can sort out their queries by
contacting the people concerned direct and if
any contact details are difficult to obtain I’d
be happy to assist. If you have failed to get
a response in reasonable time or if it’s a more
complicated issue, I will assist in the best way
I can. I would also like to sit down with anyone who just wants simply to exchange views
on any issue as it is so important to hear comments as we enter this crucial period leading
up to the airport opening. Hopefully in a short
while all Councillors will get together to discuss about future meetings.
Tony Green
Councillor

THANK YOU
To Colin and Judith Moore.
Thank you for the endless help and
generosity during this last year.
Love Merrill and Kirsty.

LAND FOR SALE
Land for sale at
lower Cleugh’s Plain,
contact brandi.trey@atlantis.co.ac
for further information

WANTED
A short haired bitch puppy.
Preferably about 6 months old but
will accept younger.
Please contact 3414
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NOTICE BOARD

Business Awards 2012/13

Process for Awards
Nominations will be accepted for Businesses in the following five categories:

Business of the year,
Young Business of the year,
Innovative Business of the year,
Buy Local,
Green Initiative

By nominating you could win £50 in the prize draw.
Step 1.
Nominate your ‘Top Five’ businesses from the categories above via
Nomination forms in the St Helena Independent or Sentinel or your local
outlets.

Step 2.
Nomination boxes will be collected and sifted by ESH team and an
impartial counter will announce the top 5 in each category

Step 3
Top 5 nominations announced via St FM / SAMS Radio 1.
Profiles of top 5 nominations promoted via St Helena Independent and
Sentinel
Prize Draw
for £50

Step 4.
A Selection panel will choose the winners from the 5 nominees in each
category and the winners will be announced at the business awards
presentation on the 23rd November 2013..

THE SENTINEL Thursday 5 September 2013

www.sams.sh

7

SNIPPETS/NOTICE BOARD
ST HELENA MENTIONED IN PALIAMENT

Question Asked In House Of Lords
Lord Jones of Cheltenham (Liberal Democrat)
To ask Her Majesty’s Government what assessment they have made of
the results of recent elections in St Helena.
Baroness Warsi (Conservative)
The Government welcome the election of the new legislative council for
the St Helena Government. The election was well managed by the local
authorities, and voter turnout was 55%. We hope that the new council will
provide confident leadership to guide St Helena through the changes and
opportunities arising from the airport development. The Governor and
Her Majesty’s Government look forward to working in partnership with
the newly elected councillors to serve in the best interests of the people
of St Helena.

photo: www.britain-magazine.com

WeeklyWeather
A
s we leave scruffy August behind and head to a time where days are
longer, water continues to cascade down Heart Shaped Water Fall. A
sure sign that water storage levels in the Red Hill distribution area are
once again healthy. After all, 21mm of rain fell at Scotland on Friday
30 Aug.
On the ‘marine front’ a warning issued from the Ascension Island, Met
Office on Tuesday told St Helena to prepare for waves that could reach
dizzy heights of 6.1m. Below are the weather readings from The Met
Station at Bottom Woods and ANRD at Scotland.
Bottom Woods
Max Temp
18.9 C
Min Temp
12.7 C
Total Rainfall
25.2 mm
Mean Temp
14.9 C
Total Sunshine
13.9 hrs
Mean W/Spd
14.1 Kts

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY

Scotland
17.0 C
11.0 C
62.6mm
14.4C
13.3 hrs

Birthday Wishes to a wonderful Mum
Eileen George for the 6th September.
Do hope you have a wonderful birthday. Will be thinking of you. Love you
loads Cheryl & Morgan xx
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WORLD & ST HELENA SNIPPETS

WORLD SUPER COOL, VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
NEWS
SNIPPETS
Syria crisis: UN says more
than 2m have fled
More than two million Syrians are now registered as refugees, after the total went up by a
million in the last six months, the UN’s refugee agency says.
More Syrians are now displaced than any
other nationality, says the UNHCR.
France and the US are continuing to push for
military action over alleged chemical weapons use by Syrian forces.
There are suggestions that President Barack
Obama may be planning much wider action
than the limited strikes that have been publicly proposed.
The reports emerged as senior US politicians
were set to speak before a congressional committee, to rally support before a vote expected
next week on whether the US should launch
military action. (www.bbc.co.uk)

Fukushima leaks: Japan
pledges $470m for ‘ice wall’
Japan is to invest hundreds of millions of dollars into building a frozen wall around the
Fukushima nuclear plant to stop leaks of radioactive water.
Government spokesman Yoshihide Suga
said an estimated 47bn yen ($473m, £304m)
would be allocated.
The leaks were getting worse and the government “felt it was essential to become involved
to the greatest extent possible”, Mr Suga said.
The plant was crippled by the 2011 earthquake and tsunami.
The disaster knocked out cooling systems to
the reactors, three of which melted down.
Water is now being pumped in to cool the reactors, but storing the resultant large quantities of radioactive water has proved a challenge for plant operator Tokyo Electric Power
Company (Tepco). (www.bbc.co.uk)

Vodafone sells Verizon stake
for $130bn
Vodafone has sold its 45% stake in Verizon
Wireless to US telecoms group Verizon Communications in one of the biggest deals in corporate history.
The $130bn (£84bn) deal was announced by
Vodafone after the close of trading on the
London Stock Exchange.
The company will return £54bn to its shareholders, of which £22bn will go to shareholders in the UK.
Vodafone will also invest money in its business, with funds earmarked for high speed
mobile phone networks. (www.bbc.co.uk)

The Childrens Ministries Dept of the Seventh Day Adventist church orgainised an
facilatated a small Vacation Bible School
programme during the end of year shool holidays. The objective of the programme was
to provide an opportinity for invited children
from the districts of HTH and Longwood to
learn abouts Gods love. The theme for the
programme was based on a Super Cool Undersea Bible Adventure(SCUBA) entitled ‘Trust
God’. This message was conveyed to 52 children, in 31/2 hours of fun through Song, Deep
adventure bible story, Splish,Splash games,
Crafts and Missions and Dive in Diner activities.
The treasure verse for the programme was
taken from Proverbs 3:5 ‘Trust in the lord

with all your heart, Lean not on your own understanding.’ At the end of each programme
children who atended received a Certificate of
attendance and were encouraged to remember
to Trust God at all times.
Thanks to all the children who attended, the
members of the HTH and Harford Community
Centres and also the willing and able members
of the SDA church for your contributions.
Future programmes like these will invite more
children in our community to learn about God.
Meanwhile, parents and children are always
invited to attend Sabbath School on any Saturday morning, starting at 9.30am at the SDA
church in Jamestown. For further information
you can contact Childrens Ministries Leader,
Cheryl Bedwell at home on tel. 4217 after
5pm.
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SNIPPETS/NOTICE BOARD
COUNCILLOR DOLLERY RESIGNS

FROM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

T

he Honourable Nigel Dollery has advised that due to personal reasons he will be resigning, with immediate effect, from Executive Council and Chairman of the Social and Community Development Committee.
Councillor Dollery will remain a Member of Legislative Council and
continue to serve the Island population.
Councillor Dollery
commented:
“In case of any
doubt, my resignation is purely for
personal reasons
and I would like to
point out that I find
all officials and my
fellow Councillors
very supportive in
my role as a Councillor.”
SHG
3 September 2013

NOTICE FROM ENVIRONMENT
& NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMITTEE
The Environment and Natural Resources
Committee would like to advise the public
that their first meeting will take place on
Thursday 12 September 2013, at 9:00 am
at ANRD Headquarters, Scotland.
Items on the open agenda will include matters relating to Environment Management,
Roads and Property.
Councillor Wilson C Duncan
Deputy Chairman
Environment & Natural Resources
Committee

EXCO REPORT GladTidings
ExCo met in a special closed session this morning to consider one
agenda item. This was a paper to examine a ‘slow steaming’ proposal
for the RMS St Helena. The meeting was in closed session as confidential commercial information was discussed.
Slow steaming is the deliberate slowing of a ship in order to save on
fuel costs. In the case of the RMS slow steaming would add one day
to the voyage between Cape Town and St Helena and would lead to
one voyage per year being cancelled.
While slow steaming
would provide savings
to the fuel bill the additional day would impact negatively on returning Saints, tourism
and medical referrals
– potentially leading to
a loss of investment opportunities.
Recognising that St
Helena Line has a responsibility to look
for savings Executive
Council unanimously
agreed that slow steaming should not be introduced for the RMS St
Helena.
ExCo
3 September 2013

OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Glad Tidings magazine will help you
understand the Bible and how God’s
plan for His future Kingdom on earth
will affect you. If you would like it
delivered FREE for 6 months - fill
in these details and send them to the
address below.
Your Name (BLOCK CAPITALS please)
___________________________________________________________________

Address

________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________

Country ___________________

Write for the offer to:
CBM, 55 Conchar Road,
SUTTON COLDFIELD, West Mids,
England, B72 1LJ
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REPORT

Life Onboard HMS Richmond

Anne Clarke, SAMS

ties and demonstrate the Royal Navy’s commitment to the region.
I boarded the HMS Richmond to under-go a
The HMS Richmond arrived in James Bay on tour of the ship. Upon arriving portside to my
the morning of the 29 August. Onboard was unpleasant surprise, a rope ladder was the only
180 crew including St Helenian, Jamie Fowl- means of access. After some fuss I eventually
er. Jamie has been away from the island for boarded the ship.
12 and a half years, he made his grand return Lieutenant Commander, Mark Quinn, gave
onboard the warship, on which he worked. At me a tour of various components of the ship.
approximately 10 miles out to sea, the ships After a safety briefing and a cup of coffee,
Lynx Helicopter graced us with its overhead we climbed two flights of steep steps, to the
presence, while taking photographs of the is- bridge.
The bridge was filled with monitors, teleland.
Portsmouth-based warship, HMS Richmond, phones, navigation systems and officers on
set sail on the 5 August on a seven month At- watch. The Lieutenant Commander on the
lantic Patrol tasking. The Type 23 Frigate will bridge told me that, the ship would appear the
provide ongoing protection and reassurance to size of a small fishing vessel on an enemies
British interest within the region. The Atlantic radar, also with anti-submarine operations, it
Patrol tasking will see HMS Richmond un- is necessary for the ship to operate as quietly
dertake maritime security operations, includ- as possible. This led to the development of
ing counter narcotics and anti piracy patrols, Combined Diesel, Electric and Gas turbine enthat will provide opportunities to work with a gines. The electric motors allow silent running
number of other navies to further strengthen of the ship. The vessel also has sprint speeds
in excess of 28 knots if all four en32 vertical missiles onboard gines are running simultaneously.
The ships engines has been placed
above the water line, making it
harder for submarines to hear.
The most shocking piece of equipment on the bridge, for me, was the
ships steering wheel. The wheel is
set toward the left of the bridge and
is accompanied by an abundance
of buttons. The wheel measured
a little smaller than that of a standard Ford Escort. The buttons surrounding, command the ship, to go
fast or slow or go in reverse, which
would be the same way the ship is
brought to a halt.
The HMS Richmond, which was
built on the Tyne by Swan Hunters
Shipbuilders Ltd. and was launched
by Lady Hill-Norton, on the 6 April
1993. She was commissioned into
the Royal Navy in June 1995 and

is one of seven Royal Navy ships to bear the
name ‘HMS Richmond.’
The HMS Richmond is heavily armed. Looking out from the bridge, I saw 32xVertical
Launch Seawolf Missiles, which is the ships
first line of defence against aircraft and incoming missile attack. There is also 8xHarpoon
Missiles, 1x4.5” Mk 8 mod 1 Gun, 2x30mm
Auto Small Calibre Guns, 4xNATO Seagnant
decoy launchers and 4xMagazine Torpedo
Launch Systems.
I was told, that as well as the ability to drop
torpedoes’, the ship’s helicopter can carry
depth chargers and Sea Skua anti-ship missiles, enabling targets to be engaged whilst the
ship remains at a safe distance.
After the bridge, I was directed down a level
to the heart of the ship; to the operations room,
this is manned 24/7 by qualified officers. It is
called the heart of the ship, because everything
that takes place on board must go through this
room. Whether it be to alert a fire, deal with
sewage or engage the instructions of manoeuvring, from the bridge, this room is where it
all happens.
On the middle deck of the ship, there is a
breath taking view, from bow to stern. This is
to enable the water tight integrity of the ship.
In the event of flooding or the ship taking on
damage, the compartments can be shut of simultaneously if needed.
I then moved on to the galley, where I was
greeted by chef Howe. He informed me of the
day to day running of the galley, as well as the
work rotations. I was also informed of how
they cope throughout the deployment as far as
keeping in contact with family and spare time
activities. “Some of the crew keep track of
time left, by how many steak nights are left,”
he said.
The Lynx helicopter was the highlight of my
tour. Named after the sponsor, Lady Jennifer
Hill-Norton, aka 474, the helicopter sat to the
stern of the ship, strapped tightly down for the
remainder of the visit. I was lucky to speak to
the pilot, who flew around St Helena on ar-
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REPORT
rival. “ The Lynx can be equipped
with various components to do the
job it’s required to,” said the pilot,
who could not reveal his name for
precautionary reasons. The ship can
be configured to operate either the
Lynx or a Merlin helicopter.
I moved on to speak to the Doctor
onboard the ship, “It is a lot more
dangerous to work in this kind of
environment, there is a lot of trip
hazards, that you would not normally
find in a normal job,” said Doctor
Guest. Casualties and illnesses vary
on a weekly basis and during the
quiet time the doctor administers first
aid training.
At 12 noon I descended back down
the rope ladder with much difficulty.

Lieutenant Commander, Mark Quinn,
with the Lynx Helicopter

Doing St Helena Proud
L

eading Seaman (Electronic Warfare), Jamie Fowler, promotes his home island of St Helena in the best way possible - by doing a great job in the
Royal Navy, having joined his first ship in 2002 and since served a total of nine years on board through various drafts, including aboard HMS’s Westminster, Lancaster and Richmond.
This time has included active operations in 2003 when HMS Richmond served on the gunline off the coast of Iraq, and disaster relief operations in
2004 when HMS Richmond came to the aid of various Caribbean nations in the wake of hurricane Ivan.
In a letter from his Divisional Officer recommending Jamie for his third Good Conduct Badge, the following extracts were documented:
“During his current draft in HMS Richmond, LS Fowler has distinguished himself across the board with his willing and enthusiastic attitude.
Be it on Part of Ship in the run up to Fleet Date Inspection, as EW party in the build up to Operational Sea Training or, more recently as between
decks Leading Hand in the preparations for deployment, LS Fowler has been one of the most reliable sailors on board.
His friendly and open attitude enable him to engage easily with his juniors and superiors alike and he has used his greater experience of Electronic
Warfare to the benefit of the EW department as a whole, providing useful support both to the Petty Officer Electronic Warfare, and myself as Maritime
Intelligence Officer, as well as investing in the development of the Able Seamen under his supervision.
Having had no disciplinary issues whatsoever during my time as his Divisional Officer, it is without hesitation that I thoroughly recommend LS (EW)
Fowler for his third Good Conduct Badge.”
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REBUILDING HISTORY

The Generals Quarters at Longwood
House are currently being totally rebuilt.
Using details taken a from watercolour, a
replica is underway made of cement blocks.
“Longwood House is strictly the apartments used by Napoleon when he died and
what is a museum now,” explained French
Consul, Michel Martineau.
The house has been split in two sections.
“Napoleon didn’t come alone, he came

with generals and staff who stayed in tents
outside.” They made rooms out of planks
and crates. “So Longwood House had a lot
of add-on’s and because it was made out of
cheap material it didn’t survive the time,”
said Michel.
The new General’s Quarters exterior will
resemble the watercolour, the interior will
be a modern, multi functional venue to host
events. It will have wheelchair access, a
fireplace rebuilt in Regency style and two

accommodation apartments. The work is
scheduled to be finished by June 2014 although Michel said, “we’ll have to wait for
the grand opening.” This is to enable sponsors who donated money for the renovations
to arrange travel to St Helena. “Right now
I’m thinking to wait until the anniversary of
the exact date when Napoleon arrive on St
Helena, 15 October 2015. It will also be two
months before the first flight.”

www.sams.sh

Forfurtherinformationpleasecall2900,visitusatBishop’sRooms
oremailservice@sure.co.sh

FreeBroadbanddaily
Free
Broadband daily
frommidnightto6am
until Monday
untilMonday
30September
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LIFESTYLE & CULTURE

In the Navy...
(those were the days)

Liam Yon, SAMS

O

n Thursday, 29 August, with HMS Richmond approaching James Bay, the phones at
SAMS were going crazy as listeners rang in
with their stories and experiences of ships from
St Helena’s maritime past. Their anecdotes
were aired over our Sunrise show, presented by
Simon Benjamin and Anne Clarke.
The first caller told a story from back in the
80’s, when they were attending ‘Country
School’, (St Pauls Primary). They could remember when navy ships used to come in, all
the students would go to Plantation House.
They would gather behind a safety rope and a
helicopter landed on the lawn for them to see,
and also do a display before flying back to the
ship.
The second caller took us back further again,
into the 60’s. She remembered when submarines came to the island. One in particular stood
out in her mind, on a Sunday all those years
ago. This submarine was moving past Lemon
Valley and was lit up brightly, “It looked beautiful.” She was also lucky as her dad owned
a boat, so when submarines and ships would
come to the island, they would get in the boat
for a closer view.

“11 Russian ships came to
the island and were lined up
from Lemon Valley to
Ruperts Valley”
These two stories kicked off a load of others,
with many people ringing in about various
memories from ‘back in the day’.
Elaine Benjamin of Ladder Hill rang in with
a load of information from her recollections.
She remembered when HMS Herald brought
Prince Andrew to the island in 1984. There was

a massive celebration, with marching, singing
and even a dance held at the Paramount Cinema. She could remember games being held on
Francis Plain, like football, whenever the ships
would come.

Russian is only one of the nationalities of ships
that came to St Helena throughout the years.
One of our callers recounted a memory of a
Maltese ship along with a British and US ship
that came to the island all at the same time.
Along with those, another caller added French,
Brazilian, Korean and South African to the list.
These ships came in many types, from frigates
to aircraft carriers. The name of one particular
ship type was disputed many times throughout
the show. Cargo ships were given the nickname
‘tramp ships’ though this name was changed to
‘tramp boats’ then to ‘trans boats’ and back to
‘tramp ships’ again by callers during the show.
An old sailor of the Southampton Castle who
worked on one of these cargo ships told us that
they were given this nickname because, like a
tramp, the old cargo ships had no place to go,
no specific destination or schedule. Instead they
would “go where the money is.”
There were also some traditional, naughty-boy
navy stories from a few callers. One guy remembered sitting in the White Horse when a
fight broke out with some of the sailors and the
ship’s police had to come and sort them out. A

A 74 year old man from Sandy
Bay could remember in the
60’s or 70’s when 11 Russian
ships came to the island and
were lined up from Lemon
Valley to Ruperts Valley. All
of a sudden, a submarine rose
up from the water between
these ships and began circling
them. Some people were even
allowed onto this submarine;
unfortunately he wasn’t one of
them.
On the same topic, we had a
caller who grew up in High
Point and remembers seeing
those Russian ships lit up at
night. She could also remember the crew rowing ashore
in the day to Lemon Valley to
have fun on the beach. She said
that at the time, she was scared
because she thought that they
were here to invade the island.
One person could recall when
the school children were allowed to visit the British ships;
the crew of the ships would
throw big parties for the children, which were really fun. When the time
would come for the children to leave, they
would be given sweets and treats from the sailors.

lady from the barracks told of when the navy
guys came by the barracks and smashed windows. But at the time, nothing was done, no
compensation; it was just the normal thing.

A few callers remembered the sailors of these
Russian ships as being kind and caring. Another
caller contributed to this and said that she and
her sister were given some Russian coins from
one of the sailors, when they were little.

These memories will forever be a part of St
Helena’s history and maybe someday, someone, somewhere will tell of the tale of the HMS
Richmond and the one St Helenian serving onboard.
Photos taken by Bob Johnson (1961), courtesy of Nick Thorpe
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TIME OUT

COFFEE
BREAK

HUMOUR

Observing the baby one night a wife found her husband standing

over their baby’s crib. Silently she watched him. As he stood looking down at the sleeping infant, she saw on his face a mixture of
emotions: disbelief, doubt, delight, amazement, enchantment, scepticism.
Touched by this unusual display and the deep emotions it aroused,
with eyes glistening she slipped her arm around her husband. “A
penny for your thoughts,” she said.
“It’s amazing!” he replied. “I just can’t see how anybody can make
a crib like that for only £50.00.”

A

WUZZLE

woman and her husband interrupted their vacation to go to the
dentist.
A wuzzle is a saying/phrase that is made up of a display of words, in an
“I want a tooth pulled, and I don’t want Novacaine because I’m in interesting way. The object is to try to figure out the well-known saying,
a big hurry,” the woman said. “Just extract the tooth as quickly as person, place, or thing that each wuzzle is meant to represent.
possible, and we’ll be on our way.”
Answers at the bottom of page
The dentist was quite impressed. “You’re certainly a courageous FUN QUOTE
woman,” he said. “Which tooth is it?”
The woman turned to her husband and said, “Show him your tooth,
dear.”

“Karate is fun and enjoyable
and people get a kick
out of it”

Why did the scarecrow win the Nobel Prize?
Because he was out standing in his field!

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from last year
Basil Read’s 70 tonne excavator snagged on overhead power lines on Deadwood Plain, pulling over an electricity pole and plunging the majority of the island into darkness with a power
cut that lasted more than 2 hours. No one was hurt although different eye witnesses reported a
bright flash on the Plain, clearly visable from Alarm Forest and Gordons Post.
Councillors Rodney Buckley and John Cranfield were to act as temporary members of Executive Council following the departure of Councillors Anthony Green and Derek Thomas
oversea.

Famous Birthdays
5 Sep - 11 Sep
Pippa Middleton (30)
Sister of the Duchess of
Chambridge - 6 Sep
Pink (34)
US singer - 8 Sep

Inmates of Her Majesty’s Prison in Jamestown was allowed to smoke indoors after Executive Council granted
the prison exemption from the Tobacco Control Ordinance. The physical structure and health and safety measures
of the building deemed it impossible to enforce the restrictions required under the ordinance.

Adam Sandler (47)
US actor - 9 Sep

Golf: Thirty players took part in the Singles Match Play Wirebird Shield in a knockout format. The Insiders (Longwood) won the Outsiders (The Rest) scoring 10.5 points to 4.5.

Ludacris (36)
US rapper & actor -11 Sep

David Clarke
If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements.
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only
print 1 per week! Email: news@shbc.sh with subject heading, top 3.

• -40 Celsius and -40 Fahrenheit are the same tempera
ture.
• A flamboyance is a group of flamingos.
• The Humpty Dumpty rhyme never says he’s an egg.
• The groove located in the middle of the place above
your lips is called a “philtrum.”
• “Sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia” is the scientific
term for brain freeze.
• It’s impossible to hum while holding your nose.

WUZZLE ANSWERS

1.Private
Cruising Yacht
2. Audi R6
3. Rolex
Watch

DID YOU KNOW...

2. No Fun Without U
4. Skating on Thin Ice
6. Sign on the Dotted Line

Things
to Own

1. Loss for Words
3. Side Order
5. An Inside Job

PEOPLE
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CHURCH NOTICES

FaithMatters

Father Dale Bowers
There are too
many times that
we think that
two wrongs
make one right.
And one hears
this many times
from children,
especially when
they are caught
doing something
that is wrong.
Their response normally is ‘well another person did the same last week’ as if that makes
their wrong action right. Adults also play the
same mind games, especially when it come to
justifying their actions, ‘well he did it to me
so I did it to him’ implying that two acts of
violence can make one right. The truth is that
two wrongs can never make one right. That
is not the way God reveals himself and his
instructions for us to us.

There are examples where this belief that
two wrong make one right is condemned
not just in word but in action. One such man
was The Reverend Dr Martin Luther King
Jr. Last Wednesday, 28th August 2013, was
the fiftieth anniversary of the civil rights
march, lead by Dr King, on Washington, of
the peaceful protest for the equal rights of the
African American citizens of United States of
America. In doing so he also condemns the
belief that two wrongs makes one right. He
could have preached retaliation for the injustice of segregation and violation of his human
rights, but he did not, instead he preached and
carried out non cooperation and non violence in his protest. For him, overcoming the
injustice could only happen by non cooperation and peaceful means by appealing to the
good nature of the characters of his oppressors. Now, this said a lot about Dr King and it
reflected the content of his character.
This concept of the ‘content of his character’
is central to his message and is grounded in
his faith. When he said ‘I have a dream that
my four little children will one day live in
a nation where they will not be judged by
the colour of their skin but by the content of
their character.’ These words are steeped in
the teaching of Jesus Christ. Who is always
concern about the content of our characters,
because to have a character that is full of the
wrong principles will only lead to trouble.
When Jesus said ‘You are like whitewash
tombs, which look fine on the outside but are
full of bones and decaying corpses on the
inside. In the same way, on the outside you
appear good to everyone, but inside you are
full of hypocrisy and sin.’ he was concern
about the content of the character of his audience. Jesus demonstrated in this passage that

not because the Pharisees were corrupted it
was okay to be corrupt; the content of one’s
character should reflect the teaching of God.
He knew that if the content of our character
was wrong then we would also make the
mistake of thinking that two wrongs make
one right.
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Sunday 8 September 23rd Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Cathedral
9.30 a.m. Eucharist,
St Martin
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Helena & the Cross
5.30 p.m. Choral Evensong,
Cathedral
Thursday 12 September
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,
St Swithin
Sunday 15 September24th Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,
St Peter
The Parish of St James
Sunday 8 September23rd Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St John
7.00 p.m. Evensong,
St James
Monday 9 September
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,
St Mary
Tuesday 10 September
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,
St James
Wednesday 11 September
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,
St James
Thursday 12 September
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with healing,
St John
Friday 13 September
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,
St James
Sunday 15 September24th Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St James
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 8 September
23rd Sunday of the Year
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Mark
Tuesday 10 September
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,
St Mark
Sunday 15 September24th Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
St Matthew
11.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Levelwood Community Centre
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Mark
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 8th September
1) 8.45 am Divine Service,
Sandy Bay Chapel
2) 10.45 am Divine Service,
Head O’Wain Chapel
3) 6.00 pm Divine Service,Jamestown
Chapel
Sermon:Pastor (Romans 10:1-11)
How hard is it to be righteous before God?
10.00 am Sunday School, Baptist Manse
5.00 pm Prayer Meeting,
Jamestown Schoolroom
Tuesday 10th September
5.00pm Bible Studies, Cape Villa

7.30pm Bible Studies,
Jamestown Schoolroom
Wednesday 11th September
7.30pm Bible Studies,
Deadwood - at home of Winnie Thomas
Thursday 12th September
5.30pm Bible Studies, Sandy Bay Chapel
7.30pm Bible Studies,
Blue Hill (Blue Hill Community Centre)
For more info contact Pastor Graeme Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel.
2388
Activities at the Army this weekend
Sunday 8th September 2013
NO JAM CLUB
Service for the whole Family at Half
Tree Hollow Hall at 11am. All are welcome.
Monday 9th September 2013
MUMS & TODDLERS at 10am – Half Tree
Hollow Hall. Please note there will NOT be
any Mums & Toddlers when it is school holidays or if the Monday is a Public Holiday.
Every Tuesday
Home League (Ladies Fellowship) at the Half
Tree Hollow Hall at 3.30pm.
Every Wednesday Evening
Prayer meeting & Bible study at the Half Tree
Hollow Hall at 7.30pm. All are welcome.
Every Friday & Saturday
‘Quality Seconds’ shop opens.
There is always a warm welcome for you at
the Salvation Army.
If you would like to know more about The Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon
on telephone nos 2703/4358.
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 7th September
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Pathfinder Programme
Monday 8th September
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel Joshua.
Tuesday 9th September
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home of
Andrew & Shara Robinson)
Wednesday 10th September
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
Thursday 11th September
7:00pm- Bible Study at home of Arnold & Sandra Crowie
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
For more information, contact Pastor Clack Tel
No. 2267, Email: grace4grabs@gmail.com

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
Thursday 5th.. September 2013
8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME
"It is therefore clear that, in order to make any
progress in the search after truth, we must relinquish superstition. If all seekers would follow this principle they would obtain a clear
vision of the truth." Abdu'l- Baha

IntroducƟon of a
new ‘School
Behaviour Policy’

Prom Night/Family Night Out

goes from
Strength to Strength

“Elaine alone with her committed and creative staff
and parents has been instrumental in developing
the school this year –Thank you for all that you
have accomplished. We say goodbye to our Year 6
pupils and parents and we also welcome our new
comers to the school“ St Paul’s PTA

Bringing Back Tradition
With St Paul’s Primary

“There couldn’t have been a be er way
of star ng a new year by celebra ng
our children. A great occasion that
brought the community together.
A wonderful day!“ Basil George

Bringing back the
TradiƟonal New Years Day
1st January

“We held the science fair, to promote science
to the children and to get them thinking
outside of the box as it were. The science fair
also was great promo on for our school,
raising the profile of the school in our
community. Without the support of the
children and parents the day would not have
been such a success.” Steve Plato

Launched the First Ever
Science Fair

Winning school for
the Pop-corn
Business Challenge

“It has been a professional challenge for me and has made me a stronger
head teacher. I have been able to work with different children, build strong
positive relationships with parents and their families and together we have
worked hard to take the school to new heights. Together with the PTA and
staff we have made a difference to SPPS. I wished SPPS all the best for the
future.” Elaine Benjamin reflected on her past year

Taking home the
CUP on AthleƟcs Day

“A huge thank you to members of the
PTA Commi ee who have given total
support all along and who have helped to
move our school in the right direc on.”
Elaine & Pat

I would like to express my sincere thanks to everyone at
St Pauls for working so hard for the benefit of the
children and young people that they serve.”

Over the past year the St Pauls PTA has been re-energised and not wasted an opportunity to
demonstrate their own enthusiasm and commitment for raising standards. We have seen the
return of Treat day a Science Fair and a number of very well supported community events. All
of these have been brought about because as a learning community St Pauls is showing that
we can make life be er for everybody.

Director of Educa on Colin Moore said “September sees a new management team at St Pauls with Mrs Pat
Williams Head teacher and Mr Steve Plato, Deputy Head teacher supported by a dedicated team of teachers
and support staﬀ. I am looking forward to seeing con nued improvement and higher educa onal outcomes as
the School con nues to do all it can to raise educa onal standards for all of the children at St Pauls.

St Paul’s Primary
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SAMS MAKING THE
RADIO 1 CASTLE

102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh

CONTACT THE SHOW

SAFE

To reach the Radio 1 team, call 2727, or
email: news@sams.sh
You can also contact us via our Facebook page - just
visit the SAMS website, www.sams.sh, click the Facebook link at the top right of every page.

St Helena News: Monday to Fridays at
7am, 10am, 12noon, 5pm, 7pm & 10pm
also at 3am & 5am Tuesday to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon
Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7 to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
12pm: St Helena News, public service announcements
and notice board.
Repeated at midnight everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9am - Selection of recorded interviews and programmes
from the week, mixed with easy listening sounds for a
chilled out Sunday.

GOSPEL FM
Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of childrens’
feature followed by 90 mins of gospel music.

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am. Presented by Simon Benjamin.
Rewind takes you back to years gone by featuring a
different year every week, focussing on the music and
stories that made it memorable.
Repeated on Saturday at 6.00pm, Monday at 6.00pm &
Wednesday at 12.15pm

RADIO SPORTS ARENA
Monday 4pm. Review of the week’s sporting action,
local & international. Repeats will be on Tuesday at
10.30am and 7.30pm

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am
Presented by John Woollacott. Catch up on the latest
chart music. Repeated Wednesday 9pm and Thursday
12.15pm.

BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel.
100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

W
orks have begun on making safe, the
Staircase Tower on the terrace side of the
Castle in Jamestown. The structure has substantial cracks and it was shored as temporary
remedy. “The Castle forms a back wall for the
terrace,” said Head of Planning and Development Control, David Taylor. “Its foundations
have been softened partly through lack of
maintenance and overflowing gutters softening up the ground and causing it to tilt.”
The former Head of Infrastructure & Utilities,
David Thompson, originally proposed to rebuild the tower. The St Helena National Trust
agreed the work under the condition that each
stone was numbered and placed back in exactly the same order. “He asked my opinion,
and my opinion was, it was pretty daft,” said
David. “Because it’s made of rubble stone
and mud mortar. The thought of taking every
stone down and putting it back, well what a
task! By all means do that with the dressed
stone that forms the corners and the frames of the
windows and doors, but to
do it with all of the material
was not very sensible.”
As an alternative to dismantling the structure it
was decided to put tie-bars
through the building to stabilise the tower. “Tie-bars
are rods with threaded ends
which go from the front of
the building to the back. It
has plates on the outside
that restrains movement.”
Galvanised tie-bars have

been imported from South Africa and the cast
iron plates measures 75cm x 55cm. Cast iron
rods will run from the Court Yard side of the
Castle through to the Terrace side. The plates
are diamond shaped embossed with ER 2012
to commemorated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. Wire birds are also featured on the plates.
Once the tie-bars have been installed, which is
a permanent fix, the shores will be dismantled
and cracks in the structure stitched and filled.
“Stitched by hilifix bars which are stainless
steel twisted rods which are set into long,
small, drilled holes,” explained David. “The
rods are squirted in together with resin and
they set inside the walls and stitch the thing
together.” The cracks will then be filled with
lime mortar and painted over.
After the work has been completed, it is likely
that vehicular access to the terrace will not be
permitted.
Crack inside the castle and
thread for the iron rods
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SNIPPETS

CHIEF AUDITOR

FOR ST HELENA AUDIT SERVICE

C
hief Auditor of St Helena Audit Service,
Andrew Neill, arrived on St Helena in May
2013. Andrew is a Chartered Accountant. In
the UK he worked in the private sector for a
number of years, and then moved into the public sector, gaining a wide range of experience
working for the Audit Commission on local
government and national audits.
“The Audit Service on St Helena is an independent scrutiny, it holds SHG ultimately to
account, and delivers precisely what the law

requires the Audit Service to do. Broken into
two roles, one is the independent examination and audit of SHG accounts, and there is
a Public Finance Ordinance requirement to
provide value for money scrutiny, on behalf of
LegCo.”
Value for Money (VFM) audits are initiated
“through agreement, or request, ultimately
value for money is consideration of a problem.”
The “consideration” of problems, takes into
account a number of elements, including:

DISPOSAL OF USED
ENGINE OILS
AND VEHICLE
BATTERIES

Mike Durnford,
Environmental Risk Manager

A
ccording to the Statistics Office there
were 2721 registered vehicles on St Helena
at 31 March 2013. Since then there have been
further arrivals. All of these vehicles will in
time, require an engine oil change and also
battery replacement but it is reported there is

no appropriate St Helena legislation for correct disposal of these waste materials. To find
out what the guidelines are, SAMS spoke with
Mike Durnford, the new Environmental Risk
Manager, at Environmental Management Directorate.
Mike confirmed there is no appropriate St Hel-

economy of inputs, efficiencies, outputs and
outputs against outcomes.
“I’ve put a VFM strategy together, built very
much on the objectives of SDP.”
Once produced, a VFM audit “report will ultimately be shared with all of the interested
parties, the people responsible for the activity, and ultimately there is a considered and
agreed view.” Potential savings recommendations are made and the reports are shared with
the Public Accounts Committee (PAC). Once
scrutinised by the PAC, they then present their
considerations of that key business to LegCo.
Mr Neill has not been able to see the PAC in
full operation yet, but feels current legislation
provides adequate powers for PAC to be very
effective.
Concerns that Contract Regulations should
be reviewed have been addressed by Corporate Procurement Advisor, David Woosey, and
Audit has had some input into this development process. Contract Regulations have been
superseded by Procurement Regulations. The
document uses a multi-faceted financial risk
assessment approach, designed to improve the
efficient running of government.
The Procurement Regulations have built in
safeguards against price fixing of contracts, to
help in securing the most suitable contractor.
This includes administrative processes that
“involve more than one officer and number
of individuals, and that segregation of duties should ensure against anything untoward
creeping in.”
Mr Neill said he was not aware of St Helena
having any monopolies legislation in place.
ena legislation in place for correct disposal but
a Hazardous Waste Policy is being drafted,
which includes oils and batteries. What has
been the practice to date with disposing of
waste oils and vehicle batteries from both government and private vehicles? “I believe some
businesses take them directly to the landfill,”
said Mike. “However, EMD recommend
stockpiling, until safe methods are in place.”
What about risk to the environment when used
engine oils and batteries are not disposed of
properly? “There is environmental risk; water course pollution and danger to marine and
plant life. Prior to policy creation, there are
no guidelines for dealing properly with these
waste materials, but guidelines will be produced and communicated.”
It is understood the RMS can make use of
some used oils but what about car batteries?
“Trans-boundary shipping of waste is complicated,” said Mike, “St Helena needs to find solutions on island.” There is potential, he continued, for creating a business opportunity for
vehicle battery recycling, which is a lucrative
market. The Environmental Risk Manager is
currently working towards waste oil disposal
solutions.
Mike said, “SHG is to provide guidelines and
a policy in due course. Guidelines will be produced by the end of financial year 2013/14.”
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SPORTS
Two weeks of sports cancellations on Francis
Plain following persistent rain has been frustrating for sports men and women, both young
and old.
Acting Principle Caretaker at Prince Andrew
School, Stuart Leo, has had to make the difficult, and often unpopular decision, to cancel
play. The disappointment the players feel is
not lost on Stuart. The fact is, the ramifications
of disfiguring the Plain’s surface impact further than just rounders and football.
On Monday this week, ironically under glorious sunshine, I inspected the field with Stuart.
From a distance not much looked wrong, however, up close the squelching beneath our feet
in the centre circle was quite telling.
English Premiership football pitches that we
see on TV each week are very high tech, with
specialist soil and grass, under soil heating,
irrigation and drainage, all to keep it looking
pristine all season long; not to mention the
team of dedicated grounds men.
Francis Plain is a different beast. Predominantly comprising clay, which “swells” when
wet, the island’s central sports field is at the
mercy of the elements over the year. There is
also little time for extensive maintenance as
the cricket and football seasons seem to run
from one to the next without a break.
From experience I know the surface as it was
on Monday, would certainly deteriorate if
subjected to the usual six plus hours of football over a normal weekend. Yes, it could be
repaired, but there is limited manpower, time
and financial resources available. Having been
a fanatical football player for more years than I
care to admit, the emotion and disappointment
that players experience with cancellations, is
something I understand. However, postponing
a few fixtures under such conditions, makes
far more sense long term.
My questions about the extent of damage that
can happen, prompted Stuart to show me some
quite dramatic pictures of ruts caused by vehicular activity on a wet field a few years ago.
The £1,600 cost of repairs at that time means
the field is now off limits for vehicles.
So, what’s the chances of a playable field this
weekend? “Well ‘Scruffy August’ is over” said
Stuart!
As this report is being submitted to the printers
(Wednesday) it looks promising.

FRANCIS PLAIN IN A STU
Darrin Henry, SAMS

Acting Principle Caretaker at Prince Andrew School, Stuart Leo, on Monday this week
Below: an example of how badly the Plain was damaged on a previous occasion when vehicles
drove onto a the water logged playing surface. Vehicles have since been banned on the Plain.

Picture courtesy of PAS

FOR RENT

Enterprise St Helena is currently updaƟng their Business Directory and would like to
hear from Businesses in the community who would like to have their details listed or
changed in any way.
Please contact Mrs Cara Joshua, Business Start-up Coordinator on telephone number
2920 or cara.joshua@esh.co.sh for more informaƟon.

Compton House,
Market Street, Jamestown
2 Double Bedrooms and a Small
Single Bedroom
2 Reception Rooms, Fully Furnished, Recently Renovated
Long-term lets are preferable
£500.00 per Calendar Month
All enquiries to: Mrs Julie Thomas
Telephone: +290 4001,
Email: Waylon.Julie@cwimail.sh
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BASIL READ BLACK DAY (3rd September)
Richard Wallis, SAMS
It seems that Basil Read have had another unlucky 3 September, as about 65
workers have laid down their tools and refused to work, but they never fared
any better last year on the same date.
On 3 September 2012, Basil Read’s 70 tonne excavator accidentally pulled
down the overhead power lines on Deadwood Plain. On that day they left a
large part of the island in darkness as the ensuing power cut lasted for over
two hours, and for some residents the whole night.
Picture: Accident with Basil Read excavator, 3 September 2012, on Deadwood Plain
For report, see Sentinel 6 Sep 2012

BASIL READ LABOUR DISPUTE TAKES A DARK TURN
Richard Wallis, SAMS
Yesterday, Wednesday 4 September, SAMS
received unconfirmed reports that the labour
force, who had downed tools earlier in the
week, had all (65) had their contracts terminated. Claims were that Basil Read Human
Resources Manager, Charles Schwarz, had
delivered a letter to each member of the work
force to that effect, and would be sent back to
South Africa.
The letters, allegedly, had been received by
up to 65 staff informing them they will have
to leave the island if they do not go to work.
Allegedly, the first group of 24 workers have
been told they have to leave St Helena as early
as Monday, 10 September.
In communication with Mr Schwarz, he
stressed, “No letters of termination have been
issued.”
SAMS have now seen a number of documents
that seemed to confirm that although Basil
Read management had not issued specific letters of termination, there had been correspon-

Charles Schwarz

Deon De Jager

dence between the two parties.
Letters showed that Basil Read had been resistant to the proposed meeting and only later,
after the workers had refused to work, agreed
to talk with representatives about their labour
disputes.
More disturbing were the letters they produced that contained the words “ultimatum.”

Jimmy Johnston
The letters appeared to indicate coercion, as
they were delivered along with RMS booking
forms.
It seems that the intent of the letter was meant
to be clear: Go back to work or you’re on the
next ship home.

COMMUNICATION BREAK DOWN AT BRADLEYS
Workers who have downed tools at the Bradley’s Camp insisted yesterday that they had
been told by Basil Read senior management
they are not allowed to have a committee for
labour disputes. They are allowed a committee

only for “camp issues.”
There is a workers “camp committee” that
meet with management every month to discuss
their concerns. Minutes are kept at these meetings. Basil Read senior management stressed

that, “every concern that has been raised over
the last year has been addressed.” It would appear from the events of this week, that if concerns have been addressed, it has not been to a
satisfactory level.
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Ascension FOOTBALL
End of season pictures, continued from back page
Errol Thomas – Goal Keeper of the Season

Football: Gareth Bale became the most expensive player in football history on Sunday
night and immediately described his £86
million move from Tottenham to Real Madrid as “a dream come true.”
After a month of intense negotiations, Tottenham chairman Daniel Levy finally signed
off on a straight cash deal with Madrid that
surpasses the previous transfer record of £80
million that was spent on bringing Cristiano
Ronaldo to the Bernabeu from Manchester
United.
“I have had six very happy years at Tottenham, but it’s the right time to say goodbye,”
said Bale.
Bale has spent six years at Tottenham after
being signed from Southampton for £6 million and, as well as offering his gratitude to
the Spurs supporters, he also made a plea for
understanding.
“I would like to thank everyone at the club,
the chairman, board, staff, coaches and players – and most of all the fantastic fans, who
I hope will understand this amazing career
opportunity,” he said. (www.telegraph.co.uk)
Golf: France’s Gregory Bourdy set his sights
on a Ryder Cup place after producing a stunning closing hat-trick of birdies to win the
first qualifying event, the ISPS Handa Wales
Open.
Bourdy birdied the 16th, 17th and 18th at
Celtic Manor to deny Peter Uihlein his second win of the season.
“It’s one of my big goals and dreams to be
in the Ryder Cup,” Bourdy said after a closing 67 which also featured a holed bunker
shot for an eagle on the second. “I’ve been
playing golf since I was three years old and
it’s always been my dream to win majors and
be in the Ryder Cup, especially in France in
2018.
Tennis, US Open: Top women’s seed Serena
Williams reached the US Open quarter-finals
with a 6-4 6-1 win over fellow American
Sloane Stephens.
Li Na snapped her four-match losing streak
against former world No 1 Jelena Jankovic
by registering a 6-3 6-0 win to reach the US
Open quarter-final.
Andy Murray moved safely through to the
fourth round of the US Open with a straightsets win over Germany’s Florian Mayer.
Novak Djokovic continued the dominance
of the top seeds in the men’s singles with a
crushing win over Portugal’s Joao Sousa in
the third round of the US Open.

SHOOTINGNEWS
Pat Henry, Chairman JTRC
Tuesday 3 September 2013, at 4.30pm, youth
member Chelsea Benjamin continued training.
Her session content was focusing, breathing
and releasing muscle tension to help relax and
concentrate, this is not always easy to do but
she is progressing well. Her 1st target scored
94.2, 2nd target 93.1 and her 3rd was 91.1. Her
next training session is 05/09/2013.
After the members meeting nine members
shot. It was a quite entertaining and enjoyable evening. Deirdre Maggott was pleased
with her target score of 98, Tracy Corker shot

Jamestown Rifle Club

a 90.1, Madolyn Andrews shot 94.1, dropped
few points but was happy, Mavis O’Bey shot
93.1, Chad shot 90 and 87, Olive Williams was
happy with her target 94.1, Patrick Young has
settled back and shot 98.3, 94 and 100, well
done to him. Colin Knipe was pleased and shot
97.1.
Next week 10th September will be practicing
for the singles competition on 17 September
13. 1st, 2nd & 3rd Silver Slavers to be won
for ladies and gents. Until then, stay on target.
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GOLF NEWS

St Helena Golf Club Report

FOOTBALL FIXTURES

Week ending 21 July 2013

Saturday 7 September
1.30pm
3.30pm

Contributed by Lawson Henry

On Sunday 1st September in a cloudy and misty afternoon
18 players turned out for the monthly medal sponsored by Basil
Read. Despite the weather conditions there were some fairly good
scores. The winner was decided by a count back where four players,
namely Jeffrey (Foxy) Stevens, Tony Green, Dr Trevor Smal and
Nicky Stevens all returned scores of 69, one over par.
After a count back over the last five holes on the back nine,
Foxy was declared the winner and Tony the runner up. Two
players holed out in two to share the ball pool, that was Joan
Thomas and Deon De-Jager. Congratulations to the winners
and our thanks once again to Basil Read, the sponsors.
Competitions for the coming weekend is on Saturday 7th
September there will be the ever popular two team (choose
your own partner) Texas Scramble, and on Sunday
8th September there will be another popular competition which is the par 3. Please sign list on
Club noticeboard.
Stay safe, have a good week and
keep swinging!

Raiders
Wirebirds

Axis
Rovers

Sunday 8 September
1.30pm
3.30pm

Bellboys
Harts

P W L
14 9 1
Rovers
15 8 2
Basil Read 14 8
2
Harts
14 8 3
Raiders
14 6 5
Axis
14 6 6
Fugees
15 6 8
Bellboys
14 2 12
C Rangers 14 0 14
Wirebirds

Crystal Rangers
Basil Read
D
4
5
4
3
3
2
1
0
0

GF
53
49
41
39
27
25
24
23
9

GA
13
18
19
19
21
26
31
49
94

GD
40
31
22
20
6
Ͳ1
Ͳ7
Ͳ26
Ͳ85

Pts
31
29
28
27
21
19
19
6
Ͳ1

Football
Table
Note: Point
deducted
from both
Axis &
Crystal
Rangers
for failing
to provide
linesmen

ROUNDERS FIXTURES
Sunday 8 September 2013 (week 7)
1.45, Misfits vs PAS Umpired by: Ballsy Ladies & Ballbusters

3.15 pm Ballsy Ladies vs Ballbusters
Umpired by: Misfits & PAS

Deon De-Jager, one of the two
ball pool winners on Sunday

27ͲAug
L.HSc.
G.HSc.
L.HSp.
G.HSp.

KnockOut
WhoCaresͲ500 bt WoodpeckersͲ494
CeliaReynoldsͲ60
AnnAndrewsͲ56
TobyConstantineͲ76
DavidRetnoldsͲ66
CeliaReynoldsͲ13
TobyConstantineͲ15
RoyAndrewsͲ15

Jeff (Foxy) Stevens

SKITTLES NEWS
Terrence Lawrence

Jamestown Community Centre

On Tuesday the remaining two quarter final matches were played. In the first match
Melanie Osborne and Tyrell Ellick led the way with 68 and 63 respectively as Youngsters Never Readys 507 – 484. Bessie Peters with 73 and Dion Thomas 63 were leadYoungstersͲ507 bt NeverReadysͲ484
ing scorers for Never Readys. The second match was a closer affair with Who Cares
L.HSc.
MelanieOsborneͲ68
BessiePetersͲ71
Narrowly beating Woodpeckers 500 to 494 Toby Constantine with 73 was top scorer
G.HSc.
TyrellEllickͲ63
DionThomasͲ63
for Who Cares, with Darren and Celia Reynolds helping out with 61 and 60 respecL.HSp.
MelanieOsborneͲ14
BessiePetersͲ15
tively. The last leg for Woodpeckers made 190 with David Reynolds making 66, Tris
G.HSp.
TyrellEllickͲ17
DionThomasͲ15
Moyce 64 and Roy Andrews 60. These results mean that Who Cares will play Bandits
and Youngsters will play ParttimLeague
ers in the semi finals on Wednesday
28ͲAug
YoungstersͲ470 bt HazardsͲ467
LEAGUETABLESAT14AUGUST
23rd. November.
L.HSc.
StaceyPetersͲ59


Pl W T L Pt P/F
In the league on Wednesday, Stacey
G.HSc.
MarcWilliamsͲ56
RaymondYonͲ61
Peters top scored for Youngsters
Parttimers
9 7 0 2 14 4541
G.HSp.
ClintPetersͲ15
RaymondHudsonͲ12
with 59 to give them a narrow win
Bandits
8 7 0 1 14 4239
over Hazards 470 to 467. Ray Yon
RollerBelles
9 5 0 4 10 4279
BanditsͲ509 bt RollerBellesͲ466
made 61 for Hazards. The secL.HSc.
WendyPlatoͲ66
PatriciaEssexͲ59
Woodpeckers
8
5 0 3 10 4103
ond match saw Bandits move into
G.HSc.
ChrisFurnissͲ73

WhoCares
8 5 0 3 10 3934
joint top in the league with PartL.HSp.
WendyPlatoͲ12
MavisO'BeyͲ16
NeverReadys 8 5 0 3 10 3894
timers with a game in hand. They
G.HSp.
ChrisFurnissͲ16
beat Roller Belles 509 – 466. Chris
Hazards
9 2 0 7 4 4278
Furniss made 73 for Bandits. He
SKITTLES FIXTURES
Youngsters
8 3 0 5 6 3334
Mon. 9 Sep: Fire Strikers v Alcometers & Hazards v Who Cares was helped by Wendy Plato with
Alcometers
9 1 0 8 2 4140
Wed 11 Sep:
66. Patricia Essex’s 59 was the best
FireStrikers
8 1 0 7 2 3829
Woodpeckers v Roller Belles & Never Readys v Youngsters
score for Roller Belles.
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SPORTS ARENA
Ascension Island FOOTBALL
Andrew ‘Kingy’ Kingston
Player of the Season

VC Milan – League and Jimmy Lawrence Knock-out Champions

VC MILAN win Double on Ascension
Jimmy Lawrence Knock-out Final
Retards 1 - 4 VC Milan
MOM: Chris O’Rourke, Retards

Retards – KO Runners Up

Mario Anthony, Ascension Island
VC Milan clinched the knock-out and sealed the double as they put four
pass Retards, who only managed one.
Milan started quickly and was 1-0 up within the first five minutes, with
Myles heading in from on the line following a dink over goalkeeper,
Kelly, from Kingy. They were on the score sheet again seven minutes
later, when Gustus arrowed a diagonal ball from the right wing to Boot,
lurking on the opposite edge of the 18 yard box. He advanced into the
area and lobbed Kelly with the outside of his right foot to put the ball
into the far side netting.
The game then settled with Retards making several tactical changes,
moving from a 4-5-1 formation to a 4-4-2, with Bennett moving to the
middle of the park, freeing up Bongis to be a more attacking threat. This
seemed to work, but in the searing heat, the first half ended in a lull.
Retards looked livelier at the restart, adding Gussie to their ranks as Milan brought on Cox. It was Milan to hit again though, Dutch popping up
on the line to redirect a Kingy header pass Kelly. Milan then began to sit
back and invite Retards onto them. Retards pressure did pay off when
O’Rourke finally got beyond the Milan defence and chipped the ball
over Errol to get off the mark. Both teams then made several changes
and the game sprung to life again with Dutch having a goal disallowed
on the line. He did manage to grab his second goal and Milan’s fourth,
sliding in to poke the loose ball into the net following a 50-50 challenge
with Kelly.
The match ended with Milan wrapping up an impressive season by winning the domestic double.
Thanks to everyone who supported Ascension Island Football during
the 2013 season.

Two Boats Village –
District Champions

more pictures continued inside

