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4 STAR HOTEL FOR MAIN STREET 
WORK BEGINS JULY, READY 2014

A GOOD WEEK FOR ST HELENA

“I don’t think we could have got a better deal”
£13.4 million in grant-in-aid to fund the recurrent budget defi cit

Bernard Cassar (Protea Hotels) and Joop Demes (Pam Golding Hospitality) met with PAS students last week to discuss development ideas

“If you look at Saint English as being inferior 
English, that’s not the answer, you are doing a 
huge injustice to the children” 

WORLD MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY

Mussie is Must be yes 
I done got I have already gotten 
Done gawn Already left 
Hurry up down Hurry come down 
Mig ees Make haste 
Bread, Bed, Head, Scared All pronounced like beard 
Bread 'n' darnce (dance) Tomato paste sandwiches 

See the full table and more on Saint English, pg 14

BRIDGE FOR THE MOAT - NEARLY READY
page 6

RESTORATION WORKS AT LONGWOOD HOUSE pg 12
SPORTS ARENA - ALL THE ACTION  back pages 12
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Boys, on the other hand, presented themselves 
in full suits, waistcoats, shirts and ties or bow 
ties, buttonhole fl owers, and some of them had 
a various types of hats and heart decorated 
accessories. Desiree Peters, a social commit-
tee member and an organiser of the venue, 
said the most important thing for them is 
“to give their best smile”. A judge panel in-
cluding Serena Thorpe, Jill Young, and Rita 

Last Thursday morning a Mr and Miss Valentine Contest took place at 
Pilling Primary School, in which 37 children from nursery up to years 5 
and 6 took part. Vicki Stevens and Callum Mittens were announced Mr 
& Miss of the key stage 1, and key stage 2 titles were won by Aliyah 
Crowie and Ethan Johnson. 

The contestants in groups of six entered the 
room, and then mounted on the stage, twirling 
and presenting their outfi ts, fi nally standing in 
line showing numbers attached to their wrists, 
all to the music playing in the background. 
Girls were wearing glamorous dresses, mainly 
red, pink, or white, some were decorated with 
handmade hearts. They were also holding bou-

quets and heart wands. Mums made a big ef-
fort with doing the hair for little Misses, who 
wore tiaras, pinned up fl owers, ribbons, and 
headbands. “It was a stressful morning to get 
the hair-do ready before school and my work”, 
said a mum of a girl competing for the title in 
key stage 1.  

RED STAGE PARADE  MR AND MISS VALENTINE CONTEST

 Josh Benjamin “giving the best smile”
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Nicholls assessed each participants’ outfi t, 
posture, and personality. Children were fi rst 
asked to introduce themselves by name and 
where they were from, followed by various 
questions about their interests. “It was a hard 
task to choose the best Mr and Miss, because 
they all did really well”, said Rita. Decora-
tions by Celia Reynolds gave a great input 
into the atmosphere of the event. The social 
committee including Desiree Peters, Edna 
Richards, Brenda Clyton, and other members 
of staff stayed till late Wednesday afternoon, 
and helped Celia to get the hall ready.  Val-
entine’s banners, paper hearts, cupid cut-outs, 
and ribbons were placed all around the hall. A 
red stage with heart shaped boxes stuck to its 
sides was crowned with centre piece garlands 
suspended above and spread across the room. 
All personnel added a charm to the appearance 
by wearing red tops. The committee, who or-
ganised the prizes for the winners, presented 
Mr and Miss of the key stage 1 a gift box fi lled 
with a teddy bear and fl ower, and key stage 
2 winners got a Valentine mug and spoon set. 
All contestants were also given small, heart 
patterned cups as a consolation prize for tak-
ing part in the event. Desiree said, “besides all 
the dressing up, hearts and fl owers, hopefully 
they will be playing nicely together and shar-
ing, and that is the message that we would like 
to get through.”

The youngest contestants with their consolation prizes

key stage 2 contestants on the stage answering questions about their hobbies
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Chloe Terry, SAMS

Last week I was part of an incredible experi-
ence – the launch of SAMS Radio 1 and its 
fi rst hosted programme. Nerves were jump-
ing all over the place as Ashton Yon and I 
prepared to go live on air! Previously, when 
an important public service announcement 
had to be aired, I would try my hardest to 
squirm out of reading live out of fear of 
messing up or making a mistake. My lips 
would quiver and I could tell that my voice 
was lacking confi dence – so you can imagine 
how I felt when I was told that I would co-
host the Sunrise show with Ashton for three 
hours! However after an hour, the nerves had 
settled and with Ashton’s bubbly yet relaxed 
personality I soon felt much more loosened 
up and it became a very exciting and enjoy-
able experience. Now after a week on air I 
love doing the Sunrise show (I say this with-
out thinking about the 5:30am early starts!) 
but I enjoy knowing that our upbeat and live-
ly vibe is passed onto others each day and 
hearing the good feedback we have received 
from listeners has been very encouraging. 
It is a new experience for the SAMS team 
and as with everything there will be hiccups 
at the start, and many more to come I’m sure, 
and there will be things to learn but we’re 
enjoying every minute of it.
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DFID representatives, making up the Devel-
opment Aid Planning Mission(DAPM) team 
and Governor Capes signed off on an Aide 
Memoire for SHG on Tuesday 19 February. 
This document fi nalises the budget for the fi -
nancial year 2013-2014. 
DAPM and the SHG team, after 9 days of 
intensive talks reached an agreement on the 
budget. Councillor Tony Green, Chairman of 
the Economy & Finance Committee, led the 
press briefi ng after introductions made by the 
Governor .
Tony welcomed the gathered people and went 
on to say about the discussions leading to the 
agreement, “they have been full and frank dis-
cussions with phases of diffi culty but the re-
sults have been good. Where other countries 
have austerity measures, we are very fortunate 
that our economy is growing. It comes with us 
having to make diffi cult decisions in the last 
three years, I think that not all have been easily 
accepted”. He went on to say about the bud-
get, “I think the most pleasing thing for me is 
that we had £12m as a indicative grant in aid 
toward our recurrent budget and  I think that 
we have managed to maintain that, so that is 
good”.
Suzanne Adcock (St Helena Programme Man-
ager, DFID) stated,” I think we have had very 
genuine discussions this year,  I think that 
perhaps more than in previous years, we have 
listened to each other a little better and under-
stood each other’s positions, limitations and 
priorities.” Suzanne went to say, “The govern-

ment and councillors have a need to strike a 
diffi cult balance between doing all they can to 
grow the economy while maintaining the ser-
vices to the public, however the good news is 
that the economy is growing.”
There were many government personnel , 
councillors and other offi cials at the press 
briefi ng and we asked some for their take on 
the work done and the agreement reached .  
Here are some of their views ,”This is the third 
DAPM that I have been on for the St Helena 
Government team, negotiating for a budget aid 
settlement,” said Councillor Derek Thomas. 
“For me this has been the most successful year, 
in terms of how the process has gone and I 
think that has been mainly down to experience 
gained over the years. Proper planning lead-
ing up to the visit as well as a series of tele-
conferences put us in a good position for the 
negotiations. In term of the settlement, it has 
been a good deal, given the fi nancial global re-
straints. We haven’t seen any real cut in grant 
in aid which is really good. I think the DAPM 
team has been very impressed with the activi-
ties and progress made, things are changing at 
a rapid pace and it needs to be, in preparation 
for the airport. However we must be mindful 
as to the poor and vulnerable in society when 
we bring about these continued changes.”
I don’t think we could have got a better deal.” 
said Councillor Cyril Gunnell (SHG Team).
The DAPM team caught the RMS back to 
Cape Town shortly after the briefi ng on the 
20th February.
The Sentinel next week will have an in-depth 
review of the agreement, including how some 
of the decisions were made and why, with in-
terviews and  feedback. 

Richard Wallis, SAMS

“I don’t think we could have got a better deal”

Budget for fi nancial year 2013-2014

£13.4 million in grant-in-aid to 
fund the recurrent budget defi cit

DFID team: Eddie Palmer (DFID local representative), Suzanne Adcock (St Helena Programme Man-
ager), Mary Thompson (Social Development Adviser) and Doug Winslow (Economic Adviser)

SAMS
RADIO 1
Monday to Friday
SUNRISE 7am to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews 
and trivia. includes:
7am: St Helena News
8am: BBC World News

12pm: St Helena News, public service announce-
ments and notice board.

AFTERNOON DRIVE 4pm to 7pm
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews 
and trivia. includes:
5pm St Helena News
6pm BBC World News

7pm: St Helena News, public service announce-
ments and notice board.

Saturday: 9am, 12pm & 7pm: St Helena News, 
public service announcements and notice board. 

Further programming rolling out soon.
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Chris  Duncan who is the Financial Services 
Regulator for St Helena, arrived on Tuesday 
12 February.  Chris who is only here for 8 
days, on his once a year mandatory visit, will 
fulfi l the main duty of the regulator to ensure 
the safety of the Financial Services available 
on island. 
Chris has 46 years international banking ex-
perience including, 37 years with Barclays 
(Africa, Far East and Europe) fi nally fi nishing 
his years at Barclays head offi ce in London as 
International Risk Director. 18 months ago he 
was appointed to the board to the Financial 
Services Authority. Just over a year ago they 
appointed him Chairman of the Authority. 
He monitors the fi nancial services on St Hel-
ena via computer and email. He receives de-
tailed reports every month from Financial 
institutions like BOSH, Solomon’s Insurance 
and ESH. He still needs to come to the island 
to fulfi l his obligation to confi rm that the is-
lands Financial Services are presented to the 
public in a safe way. 
“Within the Financial Services business’s the 
prime responsibilities are to be able to repay 
their customers money when they want it to be 
paid. I can assure you that this is the situation. 
The bank ESH and Solomon’s are well and 
conservatively managed. The failure of banks 
and banking systems around the world; those 
concerns do not apply to St Helena.” stated 
Chris.
People should be confi dent they have good 
and safe banking on St. Helena. The Bank and 
ESH are well placed to play a considerable 
roll in the funding and fi nancing of the com-
munity in response to the changing economy; 
certainly re tourism into the future. 
His fi nal statement to the Sentinel was “I am 
pleased to see potential investors looking to 
bring money to the island. Helping the island 
to deliver for the future.”

REGULATOR GIVES ST HELENA FINANCIAL SERVICES STAMP OF APPROVAL

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
SYSTEM UPDATE
The revised Public Transport System fi nished 
its fi rst week of a six month trial, after under-
going a review by St Helena Government. 
New contractor Joshua’s Taxis who were suc-
cessful in their bid to run the service,  aim now 
to offer a more frequent service, connecting 
more points on the island, with a timetable that 
incorporates public health shift workers.
The prices which have not been changed since 
1993 were subject to increase and short jour-
neys of up to 3 miles will now cost you cost 
75p, medium journeys of up to 6 miles now 
£1.25 and over 6 miles increased to a cost of 
£2. 
Although some customers are unhappy with 
this price hike, others knew that the prices 
would eventually have to be raised. Owner 
Lyn Joshua stated when asked about this, 
“people were looking for the prices to raise 
anyway.” 

The Sentinel will continue to 
monitor the public reaction 
to the ongoing trial if you 
have a view please contact 
us at the Sentinel Tel.2727 
of just pop in to our offi ce 
in Jamestown. 
Copies of the new bus 
schedules are available 
from Tourist Offi ce, Cus-
tomer Services and the 
buses.

Chris  Duncan

THE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013
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Baby girl Kadie Kendalene Benjamin added 
to the population number on Saturday 26 Jan-
uary with her arrival at 4.40pm.  She weighed 
a tiny 4lb 3oz and was born with a shock of 
thick black hair.  Proud parents Tessa Crowie 
and Christopher Benjamin and big sister Tor-
rance (3) of Half Tree Hollow are happy and 
excited with the new addition to their family.  
Torrance loves her little sister and can’t wait 
for her to grow up so they can play together.  
The family would like to thank Dr Deon and 
Dr Solomon, midwives Erica, Larna, Dee and 
Rosie for the safe delivery of Kadie.

NEW BUNDLE OF JOY

WE’LL CROSS THAT BRIDGE WHEN WE BUILD IT

Work to install the new foot bridge, which will 
be placed across the moat at the seafront, is 
under way. The footbridge will lead from the 
new customs building to the main road. This 
footbridge was purchased in December 2011 
from H&A Timber Traders, in South Africa, at 
a cost of £17,483.  It originally arrived in early 
2012 but did not meet the specifi cations of the 
contract. This due to the fact, that it had been 
built and then sawn in half, for transport to the 

island. James Stewart, Architectural Conser-
vation and Development Offi cer, stated, “They 
made it, as a structure, unviable”
Charlie Benjamin, who works as part of John-
ny Isaac’s building team, has taken on the 
bulk of the reconstruction of the bridge, from 
materials that have been reclaimed. “Charlie 
has been very skilful in his rebuilding of the 
bridge, he is a really talented man”, praised 
James, who went on to state, “Hopefully [the 

bridge] will be ready for soon after the 4th 
March.”

Th ursday 21 February 2013 THE SENTINEL

WEEKEND LADDER 
HILL ROAD CLOSURE 
ON TRACK 
It seems that the fi rst, of the three planed Sun-
day closures for Ladder Hill Road has gone ac-
cording to plan. All the targets were met to en-
sure that the work will be done in the allocated 
three weekends. The road was cleaned with a 
road sweeper and the fi lling of some potholes 
was able to take place. This preparation will 
enable some resurfacing work next week. 
An inspection was done of the rock fall netting 
and fencing above the road, therefore there 
needed to be road closures to protect the public 
from the possibility of rock falls. 
“There were no problems with the fences in-
spected yesterday [Sunday 17 Feb] but this is 
only the start of the full inspection of all the 
infrastructure across Jamestown, “ stated Dave 
Malpas, Roads Manager for St. Helena in a 
telephone interview with SAMS. Structure of the new foot bridge nearly complete?
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WORLD THINKING DAY
On 22 February each year, Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts around the world celebrate World 
Thinking Day, which is the birthday of Lord 
and Lady Baden-Powell founders of the Scout 
and Guide movements. It is a day of friend-
ship, advocacy and fundraising for 10 million 
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. They have been 
celebrating World Thinking Day since 1926 
and it has been an important fundraising day 
since 1932. Girl Guides, Rainbows, Brownies 
and Senior Section of St Helena get together 
for the activity day planned for Saturday 23rd. 
This year’s celebration is hosted by Longwood 
Girl Guides Unit at the Harford Community 
Centre. Every year, World Thinking Day has a 
different theme based on an issue that affects 
girls and young women globally. There is a 
double theme for 2013: “Together we can save 
children’s lives”, and “Every mother’s life and 
health is precious.” Betty Joshua, Rainbows 
and Brownies leader and an organiser of The 
World Thinking Day on St Helena, said, “we’ll 
be looking at prevention of illnesses, to try to 
save the lives of babies, and to consider that 
the life of every mother is precious. Later on 
this year we will be doing fundraising initially 
to a local theme to do with maternal health. 
UK Girl Guiding has already started fundrais-
ing for fi ve girl guiding countries: Malawi in 
Africa, Republic of Ireland in Europe, Pakistan 
in Asia Pacifi c area, Venezuela in South Amer-
ica, and Jordan in Arab Region. We are going 
to work on some fundraising for one of these 
countries.” There is a rich programme planned 
for Saturday. The main feature is Brownies 
and Rainbows visiting the Millennium Forest 
to do the carbon footprints, have fun on the 

Julie Thomas & Martin George

The fi nancial year is approaching and Enter-
prise St Helena [ESH] are reminding the busi-
ness community about grants and loans that 

FINANCE AVAILABLE 
FOR BUSINESSES

are available.  To raise awareness and defi ne 
fi nance options Martin George, ESH’s Pri-
vate Sector Development Manager and Julie 
Thomas, Commercial Lending Manager for 
the Bank of St Helena spoke to the Sentinel 
and a two paged advert was placed in last 
week’s Sentinel.
BOSH has seen a ‘massive decline’ in the 
number of businesses applying for loans this 
year but are an increase in enquiries compared 
to last year.
ESH reported the number of local business 
start ups has lowered in the past year.  Grants 
on offer from ESH for businesses in the fi rst 2 
years of operation ranges from £200 towards 
drawing up a business plan up to £5000 for 
Skills Development.  “If you are in a key sec-

nature trails as well as planting trees. A group 
of Girls Guides will go on a history tracking 
trail, following clues and tracking signs to fi ll 
up the answers of the quiz sheet. There will 
be games, sing-a-long, tea and cake, a guest 
speaker, judging of the challenges and presen-
tation of certifi cates, followed by praying for 
the focus countries. The day will end with the 
enrolment, moving on ceremony and renewal 
of promises by all of the units.

THE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013

Rainbows
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Prosecutors claim South African Para-
lympian Oscar Pistorius got up from 
bed, put on his prosthetic legs and 
walked seven metres before fi ring 
through a bathroom door and killing 
his girlfriend. During the hearing, pros-
ecutor Gerrie Nel argued Pistorius fi red 
four shots at unarmed Reeva Steenkamp 
through a closed door, showing it was 
a premeditated murder. He added there 
was “a motive to kill”. Magistrate Des-
mond Nair ruled that, for the purpose of 
the bail hearing, the case was a “sched-
ule six offence” or premeditated murder, 
which means it will be more diffi cult 
for the 26-year-old to get bail.  Pistorius 
will face a premeditated murder charge, 
which means his bail application will be 
more diffi cult.  
Armed men held up a security van as 
gems worth tens of millions of pounds 
were being loaded on to a Swiss plane. 
Police are looking for eight men who 
made a hole in a security fence at Brus-
sels international airport, then drove on 
to the tarmac and stole diamonds worth 
tens of millions of pounds from the hold 
of a Switzerland-bound plane. “The 
armed and masked men used two vehi-
cles in their raid on Monday evening and 
within minutes made their way to the 
plane, took the cache of gems and drove 
off into the darkness,” said the Brussels 
prosecutor. Police found a burnt-out 
vehicle close to the airport on Monday 
night but said they were still looking for 
clues. “The heist is estimated at some 
£30m ($50m) in diamonds,” said Caro-
line De Wolf of the Antwerp World Dia-
mond Centre.
An unusual ‘slime’ is baffl ing scien-
tists at a nature reserve - with theories 
ranging from it being ‘deposit from me-
teor showers’ to‘innards of frogs’. The 
jelly-like substance has been found at 
the RSPB Ham Wall Nature reserve in 
Somerset, England and as yet the mys-
tery slime has not been identifi ed. Per-
haps scientists should look to the sky for 
their explanation - as the bizarre looking 
substance could be the jelly from a fall-
ing meteor, if 14th century folklore is to 
be believed. Known as ‘star jelly’, early 
scientists blamed meteors for the slime 
- and no doubt would have pinpointed 
the meteor that crashed into a lake near 
Chelyabinsk, Russia, last Friday as the 
cause behind the substance. Star jelly’s 
sporadic appearance around the world 
has continually dumb-founded scien-
tists. 

www.sams.sh

WEATHER REPORT
Whew, what a scorcher of a week we’ve had.  In town especially the temperatures 
have been soaring and we have been melting in the Sentinel offi ce.  It’s a little too 
convenient that Sally’s ice-creams and slushies are just across the road.  She must be 
getting record sales. Here are the weather data readings for the past week from the 
Met Station at Bottom Woods and ANRD at Scotland.  

  Bottom Woods Scotland
Min temp 18.4C (65F) 17C (62.6F)
Max temp 23.9C (75F) 23C (73.4)
Mean temp 20.3C (68.5F) 19.8C (67.6F)
Total sunshine 51.7 hours 53.7 hours
Total rainfall 2.6mm  5.5mm
Mean w/speed 10.6 knots 

tor,” said Martin, “that is tourism, agriculture, 
fi shing, divestment and green initiatives there 
is a £1000 grant available for capital equip-
ment.”  There has been seven new business 
start ups and two youth start ups this year.  “In 
2011/12 the fi gure was far greater and we are 
still a small community at present and there 
are only so many businesses that can start up 
given the industry and whether the market ex-
ists or not,” he said.
ESH also offers loans.  “We have the ‘Youth 
Policy’ for 16 - 26 year olds and they are en-
titled to a maximum loan of £2000 at a low 
interest rate of 1%.  For those above the age of 
26 the fi rst port of call is the Bank of St Hel-
ena,” said Martin.  Julie added, if additional 
funding is required over £2000 BOSH can still 
assist but at the rate of 6%.
The bank’s base rate is 4% and interest rates 
are set at 2%.  For loans through the bank, a 
detailed business is plan is required, projected 
cash fl ow for at least two years, and projected 
income and expenditure for that period.  Loans 
over £1000 have to be secured.  “That could be 
if you are purchasing an asset, a vehicle, plant 
machinery, land or premises, that could be uti-
lised as security,” informed Julie.  “For exist-
ing businesses, the additional bits we ask for 
are copies of end of year accounts.  It doesn’t 
mean if you made a profi t, you can’t get as-
sistance from us.”  These accounts include bal-
ance sheet and depreciation schedules.
Loans required over £10,000 the security of-
fered is 85%, “we ask you to come up with the 
additional 15%,” said Julie.  “If it is a loan up 
to the value of £10,000 we will pay 100% if 
your business plan shows you can’t put any-
thing towards it.”
Bank overdrafts are available to businesses 
only and Julie explained it’s uses.  “We don’t 
provide overdrafts to purchase assets, it’s to 
assist with working capital, with day to day 
activities for paying wages and materials.”  
Overdrafts are available for a maximum peri-
od of a year but can be reviewed for extension.  
“The overdraft is a safety net and you don’t 
have to pay unless you use it.  With a loan you 
will have to make monthly repayments.  Over-
drafts have become more popular.”
ESH offers Equity based capital fi nance 
through a participating redeemable preference 
share scheme, whereby funding is made avail-

Th ursday 21 February 2013 THE SENTINEL

able for a fi xed period on the basis that ESH 
takes a minority shareholding within the busi-
ness.  No interest is payable during the period 
of funding.  Dividends on attained profi ts are 
redeemable at the end of the fi xed period at the 
net asset value.  
Call ESH and the Bank of St Helena for a chat 
to fi nd out further details of fi nance available.
SOCIAL POLICY PLAN – 
PARTICIPATION EVENTS
Social Policy Planner, Paul McGinnety, will be 
hosting a series of public participation events 
around the Island, commencing in March.  
Paul is responsible for developing and imple-
menting a national Social Policy Plan that sup-
ports the Island’s Sustainable Development 
Plan and the overall vision of SHG – ‘strength-
ened community and family life through vi-
brant economic growth, effective management 
of the environment, with opportunities for all 
to participate, within a framework of effective 
government and law.’
Social policy is about people, families, whole 
communities and the services we access.  
These public events are aimed at identifying 
community issues and ensuring that social 
matters are addressed in all policy work, leg-
islation and relevant decision-making.  Once 
identifi ed, the Social Policy Plan will estab-
lish solutions to problem areas to improve the 
quality of life on St Helena.    
Paul wants to produce the plan, through public 
participation, including planned activities at 
scheduled events. Paul said: “This will give 
everyone the chance to participate in the plan 
and let people have a say. The plan is a blank 
piece of paper at the moment, and I need infor-
mation and experiences from residents so that 
I can write a plan that refl ects Island life and 
the issues people face on a day to day basis.” 
Once Paul has collected this information and 
additional data, the fi rst version of the plan is 
aimed to be drawn up in May 2013.
The Social Policy Plan will then be shared at 
further scheduled community meetings, where 
feedback will be taken to produce a fi nal ver-
sion of the plan, which will be signed off later 
this year.
The plan will be reviewed on an annual basis 
as a live document.  As the Social Policy Plan 
is a community led - document, Paul said that 
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Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc would like to inform 
customers that both the Silver Hill and Sandy Bay shops
will be closed on Tuesday 26th February 2013, for the 
purpose of stocktaking.

The inconvenience caused is very much regretted.

THE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013

ST HELENA SNIPPETS
it needs to be developed by Islanders: “I am 
looking forward to meeting people in the com-
munity to fi nd out what issues they have.”
Residents are encouraged to attend and to have 
a real input into social policies on St Helena 
going forward. 
All public participation events will take place 
from 6pm- 7pm at the following venues:

• Longwood Community Centre 
Monday 4 March  

• Sandy Bay Community Centre 
Wednesday 6 March  

• Levelwood Community Centre 
Thursday 7 March  

• Kingshurst Community Centre 
Monday 11 March  

• Jamestown Community Centre 
Tuesday 12 March 

• Blue Hill Community Centre 
Thursday 14 March 

• Half Tree Hollow Community Centre 
Monday 18 March 

SHG
19 February 2013  

PRESS RELEASE 19 Feb 2013

This week invitations went fl ying! Various 
businesses, Government staff, members of the 
public and passers-by in Jamestown and at the 
Ladder Hill Business Complex were surprised 
by paper planes fl ying in through windows and 
into offi ces. This is all part of the marketing 
campaign in support of the NEW ECONOMIC 
FORUM EVENT taking place at Prince An-
drew School on 7 March. Students from Prince 
Andrew School also received invitations to the 
event this week and by next week individuals 
invited by school students in the competition 
currently being run, will receive their personal 
invitations. Project Manager for the event Ver-
line Leo says,” Considering we are gearing up 
for the airport, although the focus of the New 
Economic Forum is driving economic devel-
opment prior to the airport being operational, 
I thought it a great idea to fl y out some invita-
tions, making a point of what we are working 
towards. Also reminding Saint Helenians that 
the Airport is a reality and the success of all 
this is in the hands of the people on Saint Hel-
ena with support from Government, ESH and 
the likes. The event on the 7th is the begin-
ning of a new era as I like to see it. I challenge 
Saints interested in the future of Saint Helena,  
those currently running a business or thinking 
of running a business to come and join us and 
watch Saint Helena TAKE OFF!  We all have 
a part to play, we just need to identify our pas-
sions and drive it whil’st adding value.”

The Mantis team spent six days on the island 
and identifi ed Ladder Hill Fort as the ideal lo-
cation for establishing a 30-35 room hotel with 
10 self catering apartments.  
Julian Morris, Chief Executive for Economic 
Development commented in an Enterprise St 
Helena press release; “Mantis have narrowed 
their interest to developing an approximately 
50 key (bedroom) fi ve star hotel at Ladder 
Hill Fort, utilising most of the site. This will 
require the funicular railway to be re-estab-
lished, as set-out in the site’s planning condi-
tions. We have agreed with Mantis to enter a 
period of exclusivity for six months. They will 
confi rm the main issues that we jointly need to 
address to move forward.”
Julian went on to say; “There are a number 
of key sensitivities, the most important being 
the 14 social housing units and this will need 
addressing as a priority. Other issues will be 
the relocation of the other users but these are 
in the main, already planned. I have deliber-
ately not sought a Letter of Intent as some key 
details need to be confi rmed. Clearly there is 
very much to be done, much can go wrong and 
a high possibility of failure, but clearly a posi-
tive step.”

Ladder Hill complex

CUSTOMS DUTY EXEMP-
TION ON SPECTACLES 
AND HEARING AIDS FOR 
THOSE ON LOW INCOMES
Following a representation to Executive Coun-
cil by the Chairman of the Health & Social 
Welfare Committee, Councillor Cyril Gun-
nell, it has been agreed by Financial Secretary 
Colin Owen, that a one-off exemption from 
payment of Customs Duties on spectacles pro-
cured through the Optician, should apply for 
those in receipt of IRB or earning less than 
£7,000 per annum.  This concession applies 
for orders placed during the 2013 visit of the 
Optician – who is currently on-Island and due 
to leave on 2 April.
Eligible individuals will be required to com-
plete a form when placing an order for spec-
tacles, stating that they are IRB recipients or 
have an income of less than £7,000 per year.  
Details of individuals claiming the exemption 
will then be forwarded to the Collector of Cus-
toms for verifi cation. Eligible individuals who 
may have already paid Customs Duty this year 
must complete the form and send to the Opti-
cian for a refund.  

This one-off exemp-
tion will also apply 
during 2013 for indi-
viduals who earn less 
than £7,000 or are in 
receipt of IRB who 
purchase hearing aids.

Health and Social 
Welfare Directorate
SHG
19 February 2013

MANTIS EXCLUSIVITY
After a positive visit last month by the Mantis 
Group where Adrian Gardiner the Chairman 
stated, that he hoped by that afternoon they 
would have shook hands on a deal that just 
needs to be put on paper.
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Following the successful visit of the Mantis 
Collection last month, St Helena has now en-
joyed another positive visit from a major hotel 
group; Protea Hotels, the largest hotel group 
in Africa.
Protea’s Regional Director, Bernard Cassar, 
says he will be back in July to begin creat-
ing an international standard, four star hotel 
accommodation at numbers 1, 2 and 3 Main 
Street, along with a restaurant on the ground 
fl oor of the Rickmers building in the Parade 
Square, to be opened by the end of 2014.
In terms of capacity, 22 to 25 rooms will be 
established between 1, 2 and 3 Main Street, 
yielding 44 – 50 beds.
This represents the fi rst phase of development. 
Protea will also work toward second and third 
phases of the project which involves similar 
conversions of Ogborn House, the top fl oor of 
the Rickmers and the existing prison building.
Protea’s presence on the island is a direct result 
of October’s visit of representatives from Pam 
Golding Hospitality. Following that visit, Joop 
Demes, CEO, went back to South Africa with 
the key task of procuring “a hotel operator on 
the best possible terms and conditions for the 
island and the Saints.” With the constraints of 
time and fi nance being a real consideration to 
being operational in 3 years time, Joop was 
clearly very pleased with having secured the 
interest of such a “substantial operator” in Pro-
tea Hotels, with the marketing clout and reach 
they possess.
Ownership of the hotel venture is designed to 
remain in the “hands of Saints.” The buildings 
being made available are owned by St Helena 
Government. The fi nance is being made avail-

able by Enterprise St Helena and it is hoped, 
the Bank of St Helena. This information came 
as a surprise to me. Like many I had assumed 
the term ‘inward investor’ meant developers 
bringing money into the island to enable such 
projects. Joop responded to this: “Big hotel 
operators all over world have adopted a policy 
over the last 10 years, called an Asset Light 
approach. These big hotel operators are totally 
focused on operating of hotels, and they do 
that for a fee. I’m including in that, a Hilton 
Group, a Marriot Group, a Starwood Group; 
Protea Hotels is no exception. Most of these 
properties run by these organisations, are on 
a management contract basis. So, Protea will 
put at risk their brand and their reputation. But 
at the end of the day they will leave the profi ts 
that are made in this hotel environment, on is-
land for re-investment back into the economy, 
here on St Helena.”
Bernard went on to explain Protea’s invest-
ment; was their considerable expertise in 
establishing a four star hospitality venture 
as well as making it an educational venture, 
providing training and jobs locally. Protea are 
looking to bring in a manager, an executive 
head chef and perhaps one other person, the 
other staff required will be sourced locally. 
St Helena will also tap into Protea’s global 
marketing machine and their “economies of 
scale” procurement capabilities that comes 
with operating 127 hotels elsewhere. Protea 
will probably enter a 10-15 year management 
agreement with the operator, but even so, dur-
ing that time, Saints will be able to buy into the 
hotel development, continually building on the 
island ownership concept.
Bernard was keen to stress exteriors of the 

buildings will remain the same. “We are sensi-
tive to the architecture of Main Street, James-
town.” The design and modifi cations will all 
be made internally.
The 22-25 guest rooms at 1, 2 and 3 Main 
Street will be approx 28 sq metres, including 
bathrooms, in keeping with 4 star standard. 
Food and beverages will all be centred at the 
Rickmers, making it “a central hub for guests 
and for locals.” In addition, 10-12 accommo-
dation rooms will eventually be added upstairs 
in the Rickmers.
The Rickmers element of the project involves 
Solomons, who own the building. 
“I think the CEO of Solomons is very enthusi-
astic about the possibility of getting involved 
in the hotel industry,” said Joop. “It’s sensitive 
at this stage, but what we have proposed, in 
exchange for their building they will effective-
ly obtain a shareholding in the hotel company, 
and then there is the possibility if the CEO 
buys into that vision and the board agrees, to 
perhaps increase their shareholding by inject-
ing some further liquidity into that hotel com-
pany. But, the negotiations and the talks are 
extremely encouraging.”
As we discussed the conversion process and 
construction work that will take place, I asked 
whether the shortage of skilled, specialist la-
bour on the island is a worry. In replying, Ber-
nard said there is also an underestimation of 
skills, saying we have the good, bad and ugly 
- they will need to identify the good. They will 
also look at the possibility of utilising the po-
tential of Basil Read’s services. Bringing in 
labour from outside is seen as a last resort.
Both Joop and Bernard were aware of scep-
tical opinions when it comes to development, 

“I’VE YET TO MEET A SAINT WHO ASKS A QUESTION WE 
CANNOT ANSWER IN A POSITIVE WAY”
Protea Hotels and Pam Golding Hospitality ready to begin 4 Star Hotel Development

Darrin Henry, SAMS
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A  H E A L T H  N U G G E T  
from your friends the Adventists: 1 Corinthians 6:19,20

______________________________________________________________________________________________

There may be an emotional connection to overeating. We yearn for foods that are 
burned into our emotional memory-- meals shared with loved ones, in places we were happy. 
There's a reason the phrase "comfort food" came into existence.

The first step to losing weight is changing the way you think about food. As your great-
grandmother might say, "You eat to live, you don't live to eat." Food is what feeds our bodies. 
Eating can, and should, also be a pleasurable experience, but it's primarily fuel and should not 
be emotionally satisfying.

Drug addicts are taught the acronym HALT to help fight cravings: Never get too hungry, 
angry, lonely or tired. It comes in handy for food cravings, too. Are you really hungry or are 
you trying to deal with emotions and frustrations through food? If you're feeling hungry, drink 
a glass of water or two before breaking out the pretzels. Many of us confuse feelings of hunger 
and thirst, so what you're really craving might be some H2O. If you are angry go hiking in the 
country, dig in the garden or sing in the bathroom. If you are lonely join a sports club or 
church social group. If you are tired have an early night on an empty stomach.

Become aware of the emotional connections that you have in your own eating habits. 
Find real solutions to your emotional needs and do something constructive about them.   

Don’t forget to look to God for help in your daily life. He made you. He loves you and 
He wants you to be healthy and fulfilled. If you open your heart to God He will not only help 
you meet your emotional needs but also to be physically healthy.

THE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013

but this is also something they’re used to deal-
ing with. “Nothing has come up that is insur-
mountable,” said Joop, adding, “I’ve yet to 
meet a Saint who asks a question we cannot 
answer in a positive way. As Bernard said to 
councillors this morning, the introduction of 
mobiles is probably going to change the is-
land’s culture more than hotels.”
Bernard told me he has been, “amazed at the 
momentum from ESH, councillors, the gover-
nor and Saints in street.” 
Both were reluctant to grade the island’s ex-
isting hotels in terms of star ratings, however, 
they did elaborate a bit more on what guests 
would expect from a 4 star facility. “Generally 
you would have a television in the room; in 
room entertainment; internet wi-fi ; air con-
ditioning; approx 26-30 square meter room 
sizes including bathroom with separate bath/
shower; a restaurant that can seat 60% of sleep 
capacity; room service of a minimum of 16 
hours; offer food & beverage, breakfast lunch 
and dinner and of “a standard that the island 
hasn’t seen unfortunately until ‘2 on Main’ 
came along. It will set a benchmark.”
That Joop and Bernard were impressed with 
St Helena was very obvious. We concluded 
with the question, what would they like to see 
changed.
Joop:  “Saints need to have  a ‘yes I can’ atti-
tude, and that comes with training and chang-
ing the mindset. Getting people excited about 
the prospect of getting excited.”

Bernard:  “I would change the entrepreneurial 
spirit of people to see opportunities. To em-
brace the global village they are coming a part 
of.”
After my interview with the Mantis Collection 
last month, this was another privileged hour 
for me, spent with Joop and Bernard. It is cer-
tainly refreshing to have such positive people 
sprinkling their ‘can do’ attitude on our island. 

What has stood out for me with both groups 
was their willingness to engage and talk about 
their plans, and not duck any questions thrown 
at them. Even listeners giving feedback to the 
interview on radio mentioned how good it was 
to hear the level of detail Joop and Bernard 
were prepared to give in their answers.
Joop and Bernard are returning to South Africa 
this week on the RMS.

Happy 80th Birthday to a wonderful Nan for the 27th February.  
We will be thinking of you on this your special day.  

Sending you much love and hugs.

Cheryl & Morgan xxx
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The French Curator, restorers and Michel, who 
are working together, will discuss the precise 
level of restoration for each antique; decisions 
will be agreed upon in Paris. Michel is work-
ing with the archive, tracing the history of 
items. With this collected data, some objects 
may still be subject to carbon dating, to en-
sure that the correct level of restorations are 
achieved.  “The technical and the scientifi c 
will work hand in hand, and complement each 
other,” said Michel before telling us why this 
would be so important. “People who step in 
here [Longwood House] or come to see Napo-
leon’s furniture, don’t want to see how the fur-
niture looked before Napoleon; they want to 
see it as it was during the time of Napoleon.”
Napoleon had two types of furniture. The not 
so grand English government supplied furni-
ture and an amazing amount of luxurious fur-
niture, art , china, silverware and paintings he 
brought with him. These he displayed on the 
back drop of the drab English supplied fur-
niture. After his death, some of the furniture 
was returned to the respective governments 
and according to Longwood House’s inven-
tory, some were sold on island in an auction. 
Records of these actions have helped track the 
antiques through history. 
Sending these artefacts to France will be no 
mean feat. The controls of the French Ministry 
of Culture to move or restore these national 

treasures are very specifi c. They will only use 
certifi ed people who are appointed by them, to 
work with nationally owned furniture. Even 
the crates used have to meet incredibly rigid 
standards set by the Ministry. 
“Not anyone in carpentry can work on pieces 
from museums,” Michel said. “They need spe-
cial training and qualifi cations and Anaél is 
one of the very few of these appointed people” 
He was referring to  Anaél Gohier, who came 
to the island to do this very delicate work.
 Anaél, spent fi ve years studying at, “Insti-
tut national du patrimoine” (French National 
Institute of Heritage) learning  various tech-
niques of furniture restoration. He has also 
worked in “Ajaccio”, the house where Napo-
leon was born in the 16th century near Cor-
sica, restoring furniture and antiques. He is 
impressed with the condition and volume of 
Napoleonic artefacts here on St Helena stat-
ing, “There is more here than at Ajaccio the 
birth house of Napoleon”. Anaél will only be 
here for one month, two weeks of which is to 
pack the furniture and a further two weeks to 
write reports on all of the other furniture.
One of the challenges Anaél is facing is how 
to pack the valuable antiques in a way that the 
risk of damage while they are being transport-
ed to France is kept to an absolute minimum. 
The actual process of boxing these antiques 
is to build the crates around the units ensur-
ing that there is no movement. Some are very 
simple. Some are not so simple. Anaél and 
Michel will have to make some hard decisions 

on various items regarding the risk of possible 
damage.
Items such as a valuable table with a marble 
top will not be easy to transport. The danger of 
damage to the fragile marble is too great and 
as such only the base will go for restoration 
and displayed in the exhibit (with a replace-
ment marble top). Subsequently on its return 
it will be reunited with the original Napoleon 
marble here on St Helena. Some of the small-
est pieces have been crated and are carefully 
stored ready for the journey. Most diffi cult 
may be the two very delicate and fragile, free 
standing  Globes. 
Larger pieces are still to be crated, like the 

RESTORATION WORKS AT LONGWOOD HOUSE IS A REALISATION OF A DREAM

French Consul Michel Martineau’s dreams for the “Furniture Restoration Programme” were conceived approximately four years ago and will 
now include an international exhibit in a world renowned museum. After three years of fund raising, his dream is fi nally about to be realised. 
A selection of  Napoleon’s furniture and antiques are being shipped to France to be restored and exhibited. After 200 years these pieces will be 
put back together with other items once owned by Napoleon on St Helena. The exhibit at the Army Museum (Musee de l’Armee) which gets 
between 1.2 and 1.3 million visitors a year in Paris will have the theme, “Napoleon in St Helena”. Director of Tourism, Cathy Alberts, said, 
“You just can’t buy that kind of advertising.”
Michel is now organising the particular pieces that will be selected to go to France for restoration and exhibition . The work that will take place 
will be a “historical restoration,” meaning they will be restored to the time and condition when Napoleon was on the island.

Th ursday 21 February 2013 THE SENTINEL

One of the globes       
to be restored

Richard Wallis, SAMS
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billiard table that will go in just one box 
with the legs detached. Luckily, Thurston’s, 
a UK Company who made the b i l l i a r d 
table for 
Napoleon still exists. The com- m e r c i a l 
director of Thurston’s is fasci- nated with 
the story of one of their tables and its con-
nection to Napoleon, and will help with 
the restoration.
Once packed hopefully the crate con-
tents will not shift and damage the goods. 
In addition when the contain- ers  are on 
the wharf in Jamestown, they will not be 
allowed to be in direct sunlight to prevent 
overheating.  The same arrange- ments will 
need to be made for  the trans- shipment in 
Cape Town. There will be ner- vous times 
ahead because when the con- tainers  are 
sealed here in Jamestown by C u s t o m s , 
seals will only be broken in E n g l a n d . 
“In the UK, Keith Jones, who is a director 
of Richard James International, has agreed 
he will personally escort the containers  
to Paris where they will be de- livered to 
the fi nal destination for  restora- tion,” Mi-
chel stated.    It seems that many people with 
vested interest will be holding their collec-
tive breaths, until the very last box is opened 
and word is received that all has gone well. 
The French Consul and ESH have investigated 
the possibility and local interest of a restora-
tion programme on island. Michel said about 
this prospect, “Initially, I wanted to restore all 
120 pieces of furniture, but now with an alter-
native to have a part of the collection restored 

on island, we chose to have the largest part 
restored locally. Anaél is also here to give us 
a guideline of how we can establish this res-
toration programme on island.”Seven people 
have already shown an interest in training to 
learn the different types of restoration” The 
one year course may be ready to start as early 
as the end of this year. If you are interested in 
this course please contact Cathy Alberts of the 

tourist offi ce. 
For those wondering about Longwood House 
in the absence of these pieces of furniture, 
there is no need to worry,  Michel has been 
very careful in his selection of the furniture to 
be sent off island. He has made sure that all 
the rooms will still have plenty of Napoleonic  
pieces and all visitors will still receive the full 
Napoleon experience. 

THE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013

Anaél, Cathy and Michel

Isaac’s contractors working on the General’s Quarters renovations
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TALKIN’ SAINT 

Sharon Henry, SAMS

‘Wa now, you awrigh?’ is a greeting you’ll 
hear on the streets of St Helena.  This pleas-
antry translates, ‘What now, are you alright?’  
As with most places and nations, we have our 
own dialect and ‘Saint’ speech is fast, littered 
with grammar issues and a lot of letters get-
ting chopped off words.  For example, ‘give’, 
becomes ‘gi’, ‘yes’ becomes ‘es’ [pronounced 
‘ears’] and ‘I done done thaet’, meaning ‘I 
have already done that.’  Our accent has been 
likened to American, Australian and even 
Spanish and Saints overseas are often asked 
their origins because of their speech.  
Today is International Mother Language Day 
created by UNESCO [United Nations Edu-
cation, Science and Culture Organisation] to 
promote linguistic and cultural diversity and 
the protection of mother tongues.  The day 
according to UNESCO is observed to inspire 
solidarity based on understanding, tolerance 
and dialogue.  Over 6000 languages are esti-
mated to be spoken globally with 96% spoken 
by just 4% of the world’s population.  With-
out promotion and acceptance of our diverse 
cultures, minority languages are in danger of 
being lost forever.
Basil George of Putty Hill is fi ercely proud of 
our Saint English.  “First it’s part of our iden-
tity,” he said.  “It’s part of who we are, very 
central.  It’s with any people, how you speak 
identifi es you almost right from the start.  Saint 
English, I would like to describe it as a dialect 
of English.  There are many ways of express-
ing English even in Britain you’ve got all sorts 
of regional dialects.”
Saint English can be very broad and not eas-
ily understood by newcomers.  Now-a-days, 
Saints are more aware of their speech and 
even over the course of the last 10 years it has 
evolved to becoming closer aligned to ‘proper’ 
English, to be better understood.  That said, in 
doing so might we be in danger of losing our 
Saint English and culture?  “The big thing for 
me is as long as we don’t accept that Saint 
English is inferior because it’s valid for what it 
is,” said Basil.  “You have a whole continuum 
of English, spoken English, how we speak to 
each other is different to how we speak to the 
doctor.  It’s a question of communicating and 
a question of relevance.”
Basil, a former teacher and Head of Educa-
tion, has written children’s stories about St 
Helenian children that includes Saint dialect 
to give island children a sense of identity and 
belonging.*  He feels schools should accept a 
child’s spoken English.  “How can you have 
intelligent answers if you squash and depress 
a kid’s initiative?  I was teaching out at Harf-
ord [school] and we were doing geometry and 
the old right angle triangle.  Then I asked how 
could you apply that perhaps to building?  One 
boy said, ‘I know sir, catty-corner it.’  I said 
right let’s listen to what he has to say.  It was a 

very intelligent answer because what it means 
is checking the diagonals.  If you check the 
diagonals of a building and if they are equal 
then the building is square.  There is space for 
everything but I think the starting point is to 
accept the language the child has.  Then you 
change that language depending on the situ-
ation.  So the language of the Saint isn’t bad, 
it’s different.

“If you look at Saint 
English as being inferior Eng-

lish, that’s not the 
answer, you are doing a huge 

injustice to the 
children,” 

said Basil.  “I can almost go as far to say, if 
your language is inferior, it almost makes you 
inferior as well and that’s not the case.”
American English has a huge infl uence on 
our speech through movies, television shows 
and the US Air Force Base on Ascension Is-
land where many Saints work and live.  For 
instance we say, ‘pants’ instead of ‘trousers,’ 
in the UK ‘pants’ translates as, ‘underwear.’
St Helena is becoming more cosmopolitan.   
The migration of Saints and the immigration 
of expats infl uence’s Saint English and as we 
become exposed to different languages, ac-
cents and cultures, we will invariably change.  
With the airport contract we have an increas-
ing infl ux of the South African accent and 
Afrikaans.  We are now home to people from 
the Philippines, Africa, Australian, France, Po-
land, Mozambique, Nigeria, Brazil, USA and 
India.
The island’s physiotherapist Sunit Kumar and 
his wife Meenakskhi are naturalised Saints 
and have lived in Barracks Square, Jamestown 
for six years.  Originally from Orissa, India, 
Sunit and Meenakshi’s mother tongue is ‘Ori-
ya’ one of India’s 18 state languages.  They 
also speak English and Hindi the offi cial lan-
guages of India, taught in schools to all chil-
dren.  Each state language is quite different to 

the next and conversing with someone from 
another would be diffi cult.  “Our fi rst language 
is Oriya, English is our second language and 
our third language is Hindi or Sanskrit (the 
basic language),” informed Meenakshi, “from 
Sanskrit all our languages evolved.”  India has 
512 dialects.
Their two children Archit nicknamed Adi (7) 
and Aditi nicknamed Helena (4) are bilingual.  
In the home the family speak Orilya their 
mother tongue, the national language of Hindi 
is not known to the children.  It is important to 
the couple that their children know their moth-
er language.  “It’s about the preservation of 
our culture,” said Sunit.  “We like to preserve 
something of our parent country.”  Adi and 
Helena have adopted Saint English and Saint 
accents, “The main thing is that they write 
proper English,” said Meenakshi.  “When they 
are acting on stage or writing stories, we cor-
rect them.  They talk Saint but write proper 
English, as long as they know the difference.”
In his profession Sunit comes into contact 
with a range of Saints also as an island cricket 
coach, I asked his observations on Saint dia-
lects. 
 
“Why do we use language?  We 
used it to communicate, Saint 

English is just like 
any other language, as long as 
you can get your idea across I 

don’t 
understand why you should be 

so picky and 
choosy about what words you 

have to use.”
He has noticed different dialects between is-
land districts.  “The western area speaks really 
fast and the words are broken down in such a 
manner that maybe only another person from 

continued on page 18

Th ursday 21 February 2013 THE SENTINEL
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COFFEE
BREAK

DID YOU KNOW...PEOPLE

HUMOUR

...  things ive 
missed during 
these 5 quick 

months?

 

Gus, a travelling salesman, stopped at a gas station to use the fa-
cilities. The restroom had two commodes, and there was a man al-
ready using one of them. They nodded at each other and went about 
their business. Gus fi nished fi rst and as he pulled up his pants, some 
change fell out of his pocket into the bowl. He looked at it for a mo-
ment, then threw a £50 into the bowl. “What did you do that for?!” 
the other man asked. Gus replied, “Well, you don’t expect me to put 
my hand in there for thirty-fi ve pence, do you?”
------
A cowboy rode into town and stopped at the saloon for a drink. Un-
fortunately, the locals always had a habit of picking on newcomers. 
When he fi nished, he found his horse had been stolen. He comes 
back into the bar, handily fl ips his gun into the air, catches it above 
his head without even looking and fi res a shot into the ceiling. “Who 
stole my horse?” he yelled with surprising forcefulness. No one an-
swered. “I’m gonna have another beer and if my horse ain’t back 
outside by the time I’m fi nished, I’m gonna do what I dun back in 
Texas and I don’t want to have to do what I dun back in Texas!” 
Some of the locals shifted restlessly. He had another beer, walked 
outside, and his horse was back! He saddled up and started to ride 
out of town. The bartender wandered out of the bar and asked, “Say 
partner, what happened in Texas?” The cowboy turned back and 
said, “I had to walk home!” 

 If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which 
we can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, 
books or cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 
achievements. The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, 
as we will only print 1 per week! Email: news@shbc.sh with subject 
heading, top 3.

1) EVERYONE  
    CLOSEST      
TO ME
 
2) MY PILLOW
 
3) MAMAS     
    PLO

• There are 31,557,600 seconds in a year. A leap year 
has 31,622,400 seconds. 
• The only animal with four knees is the elephant.
• Birth control pills designed for humans will also 
work for a gorilla.
• A mid-sized car launched today generates only an 
estimated 5% of the pollution which was generated 
by a car from fi fty years ago.
• People who were born blind do still have very 
emotionally intense dreams which include hearing, 
smells, feeling and taste. 
• On December 16th 1811 the mighty Mississippi 
river began to fl ow backwards due to a powerful 
earthquake.
•Most people shed between 50 to 100 hairs every day.

TIME TO REBOOT - Going back to 21 February
1965: Controversial black leader Malcolm X, who once called for a “blacks-only” state in the 
US, was assassinated.He was shot several times as he began a speech to 400 of his followers at 
the Audubon Ballroom just outside the district of Harlem in New York. Malcolm X, who was 39, 
was taken to a nearby hospital but was pronounced dead shortly afterwards. Two men believed to 
have carried out the shooting were cornered outside the ballroom by a crowd and badly beaten. 
It took 10 police offi cers several minutes to rescue them.
1997: Three men who were jailed 18 years ago for the murder of 13-year-old paper boy Carl 
Bridgewater was released after the Court of Appeal ruled their convictions unsafe. Since they 

were jailed in 1979, the men had always protested their innocence but it took six separate police inquiries and three full 
appeals for them to walk free. After a dramatic day in court, James Robinson and cousins Vincent and Michael Hickey 
got their fi rst heady taste of freedom when they emerged from the courtroom.
2001: The European Commission banned all British milk, meat and livestock exports following the UK’s fi rst outbreak 
of foot-and-mouth disease for 20 years. The ban followed a report of a foot-and-mouth outbreak at an abattoir near Brent-
wood, Essex. A routine inspection at Cheale Meats abattoir in Essex diagnosed the virus in 28 pigs.

Famous Birthdays
21 Feb - 26 Feb

Michael McIntyre -37
UK Comedian (21 Feb)

Drew Barrymore - 38
US Actress (22 Feb)

Bruce Forsyth - 85
UK TV Personality - 

(22 Feb)

Johnny Cash (1932-
2003) Country Singer 

(26 Feb)

WUZZLE
A wuzzle is a saying/phrase that is made up of a display of words, in an 
interesting way. The object is to try to fi gure out the well-known saying, 
person, place, or thing that each wuzzle is meant to represent.  

Answers on page 19FUN QUOTES

“Calories are little creatures that 
sneak into your closet at night and 

sew your clothes tighter”

Kenickie Andrews, 
Ascension Island

THE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013



16 www.sams.sh Th ursday 21 February 2013 THE SENTINEL

NOTICE BOARD



17www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013

*The venue will be opened from 10am but earlier times have been allocated for school  
participation.  If you would like to visit during the day to look around you are most welcome. 

 

NOTICE BOARD



18

LIFESTYLE & CULTURE
www.sams.sh

the western area would be able to pick it up, 
not necessarily somebody from town.  I don’t 
have any issues with the Saint language; I un-
derstand it and I hope others do,” said Sunit.
Michelle Yon settled here with her family 
from South Africa four years ago.  Her hus-
band Keith is half Saint but grew up in South 
Africa.  Michelle’s mother language is English 
and second is Afrikaans.  There are 11 offi cial 
languages in SA alone and it used to be com-
pulsory to learn two languages.  The couple’s 
two boys understands Afrikaans but are a bit 
creaky with speech, “If you don’t practice 
your language you do tend to lose your fl uen-
cy,” said Michelle.  “We speak it in the house 
if we have South African guests.”  Michelle 
encourages the boys to speak ‘proper’ English 
and corrects their Saint English.
Fellow South African, Cathy Alberts, St Hel-
ena’s Director of Tourism is Afrikaans and it 
is also her mother language.  “I don’t have a 
problem (understanding Saint English) but I 
have a problem with the youngsters, I feel like 
telling them just open your mouth!”  Although 
this could be a global phenomena!   “Say when 
I’m sitting somewhere,” she continued, “and 
hear Saints next to me chatting away, I can 
catch a word here and there otherwise it goes 
right over my head!  I think that is part and 
parcel of the charm.  I think that is the amazing 
thing about the English language as well.  The 
variations you fi nd, the New Zealand and Aus-
tralian twangs, the Americans, there are such 
a lot of variables.  It’s amazing how far that 
language has spread.”  
The French language is to become an option 
on Prince Andrew School’s curriculum.  The 
school is optimistic that French will be run as 
a modern language course in September this 
year.  Initially it will be offered to 11-14 year 
olds and as the basis has been set will move 
onto being offered as a GCSE subject.  At 
present 15-20 students are enrolled in French 
enrichment classes being taught by Judith 
Moore and Michel Martinaeu.

  “I do believe that 
children are like sponges and it 
should be compulsory to learn 

an additional language,” 
said Cathy on the subject.  
The airport opening will be a gateway to the 
outside world and will undoubtedly infl uence 
Saint English with exposure to new people 
and languages.  Basil gave his thoughts on the 
evolution of Saint English.  “There are bound 
to be changes as more islanders are moving 
about, there is more infl uence.  But I still think 
islanders feels Saint English is part of their 
identity.  I hope we don’t lose that.  I think 
we would then lose something that is specially 
Saint.”  Well said.
* Basil’S books, ‘The Banyan Tree’ and the 
‘Pepper Tree’ are available in the Public Li-
brary.

Saint English English 
Ca la Come on 
Wachamacall What you may call 
Rate ova yawnder Right over yonder 
Mussie is Must be yes 
I done got I have already gotten 
Done gawn Already left 
Hurry up down Hurry come down 
Mig ees Make haste 
Bread, Bed, Head, Scared All pronounced like beard 
Bread 'n' darnce (dance) Tomato paste sandwiches 
Tate a Potato 
Marta Tomato 
Dogue Dog 
Wush Wash 
Clorf Cloth 
Barf Bath 
Pants Trousers 
Couple More than two! 
Nice couple Loads! 
Freters Fritters 
Ears Yes 
Ears you is Yes you are 
I had up late this morning lovey I got up late this morning 
Bull toring down the hill Going fast down the hill 
Can I have one nara one Can I have another one 
Don’t be so serly Don’t be so silly 
Wa now you awrigh What now are you alright 
Sone Song 
Surley Bashful 
'es er Yes of course 
Ca Par Come on 
Nice droppa sturbs A nice drink of alcohol 
Orn On 
I go buy one can of Coke I'm going to buy a can of Coke 
Bite Hot, spicy 
Nice bitta swing round Good country music dancing 
Plo Pilau 
My ans That's mine 
Hers ans That's hers 
His ans That's his 
toof Tooth 
Crumends Crumbs! (exclamation) 
I do it dis now I'll do it this now 
Oh Gorn Oh go on 
Larrvie Lovely 
Hurry up down now Hurry up 
Dis now Just now 
Orn on 
Blike yard Black guard (meaning you've done 

something bad or wrong) 
Oink Embarrassed 
 

continued from page 14

Th ursday 21 February 2013 THE SENTINEL
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NEWSPAPER BINGO
DISABLED PERSONS AID SOCIETY

WINNER FROM GAME 2 

 ROBIN STROUD 
(£150)

GAME 3 STARTS 28 FEBRUARY
TICKETS ON SALE FROM 21 FEBRUARY: 

Y&T, YON’S NEW GROUND, PHILIP JOHN’S 
SHOP, A&D’S MINI MART, ROSE AND 

CROWN, LONGWOOD SUPERMARKET, 
MAISIES.

THANK YOU TO THESE SHOPS FOR THEIR 
CONTINUING SUPPORT

www.sams.sh

TENNIS TOURNAMENT 2013
A Mixed Doubles Tennis Tournament 
will commence 2nd March 2013.  
Anyone interested in playing please 
register with:
Rosie Bargo tel 3663  e-mail 
rosie.oscar@cwimail.sh 
Mia Henry tel 2699 email 
nola@cwimail.sh
Janet Cranfi eld tel 4897
Gavin George tel 2335
 by no later than Wed  28th Febuary 
2013

WUZZLE SOLUTIONS 1. Foreign Policy, 2. Party line, 3. Covered Wagon, 4. Back to the Future, 5. Midwife, 6. Off Sides

THE SENTINEL Th ursday 21 February 2013

www.sams.sh
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AVES Courses for March 2013 Part 2 
Are you interested? 

 
Course Title Date Time Trainer Venue Closing date 

Customer Services 14th March 2013 9am-12pm Shelley Smith via 
Skype/Cynthia 

Bennett 

AVES Lecture 
Room/AVES IT 

Suite 

28th February 2013 

Emergency First 
Response 

15th March 2013 9am-3pm Anthony Thomas AVES Lecture 
Room 

1st March 2013 

Emergency First 
Response Renewals 

19th March 2013 9am-12:30pm Anthony Thomas AVES Lecture 
Room 

5th March 2013 

Manual Handling 
Fundamentals 

22nd March 2013 9am-12pm Anthony Thomas AVES Lecture 
Room 

8th March 2013 

Manual Handling 
Intermediate 

22nd March 2013 12:30-3pm Anthony Thomas AVES Lecture 
Room 

8th March 2013 

 
Note: These are individual courses 

Spaces are limited to 12 people. 
Spaces will only be confirmed upon receipt of registration forms by the closing date stated in the table. 

For further information and registration forms please contact Reception at AVEC 
On telephone 2613 or email: info@aves.gov.sh 

PAPER NOTICE 

VACANCY FOR SANITARY ORDERLY 

The Health & Social Welfare Directorate has 
vacancies for Sanitary Orderlies; the successful applicants will 
be responsible to the Senior Works Supervisor (Sanitary 
Services) for providing an efficient and effective waste 
management service to address all waste issues on the island.  

The salary grade for this post is Grade B commencing at 
£5148.00 per annum.

Post holders are expected to commence work at 6.30 am Monday 
to Friday, as well as work on Public Holidays and weekends as 
and when necessary. 

Applicants should have a valid driving license for classes A, C, 
E, D and J4.

For further information about the duties of the post, interested 
persons are asked to contact Mrs Georgina Young, Senior 
Environmental Health Officer on telephone number 2500.

Application forms which are available from the Human 
Resources and Health & Social Welfare Directorate should be 
completed and submitted through Directors where applicable, to 
the Director  Health & Social Welfare by Thursday 28 February 
2013

C A George

Director of Health & Social Welfare 18 February 2013

Seeking 
              Singers                                            
              Dancers                                          
            Comedians                                    
              Jugglers 

       DJ’s 
         Musicians 

        Drama    
        Queens 
        Clowns 

              Lookalikes 
             etc. etc. etc. 

 

We encourage anybody with a talent happy to showcase it at up and 
coming events to make contact. If you are passionate about making 
people smile then we want to hear from you. 

REVEAL YOURSELF! 
 No age restrictions 

Call Adrian or Verline to discuss further 
TEL:3914/2012  EMAIL: leosplanets@gmail.com 

Event, Project, Maintenance Management, Training and recruitment  
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FaithMatters

Activities at the Army this 
weekend

Saturday 23rd February
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SALE 
AT THE JAMESTOWN HALL AT 10AM.  

DON’T MISS OUT.

Sunday 24th February
No Jam Club.

Morning Service at the HTH Hall at 11am. 
All are welcome.

Monday 25th February
Mums and Toddlers group every Monday at 

10am at the Half Tree Hollow Hall.

Tuesday 26th February
Home Leagues – Ladies Fellowship every 

Tuesday at Half Tree Hollow Hall at 3.30pm.  

ADVANCE NOTICE 
WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

SERVICE 
FRIDAY 1ST MARCH AT 7.30PM AT THE 

HTH SALVATION ARMY HALL.

There is always a warm welcome for you at 
the Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about The 
Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral 

Yon on telephone nos 2703/4358.  

Seventh Day Adventist

Saturday 23 February 
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Youth Programme

Monday 25 February
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel 
Joshua.

Tuesday 26 February
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home 
of Andrew & Shara Robinson) 

Wednesday 27 February
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church

Thursday 28 February
7:00pm- Prayer Meeting at Longwood Com-
munity Centre.

Lieutenant Coral Yon

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING

Thursday 21st.February 2013
8pm.

"The essence of Faith is fewness of words 
and abundance of deeds;--" 

Baha'u'llah.

      BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 24th February
1) 8.45 am Divine Service, Sandy Bay Chapel
2) 10.45 am Divine Service, 
Head O’Wain Chapel 
3) 7.00 pm Divine Service, 
Jamestown Schoolroom
Sermon: Who are the Righteous: The De-
serving or the Faithful? (Romans 4:1-12)
10.00 am Sunday School, Baptist Manse
2.45 pm Divine Service, CCC (Message: 
Pastor)

Tuesday 26th February
5.00pm Bible Studies, Cape Villa
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Jamestown Schoolroom

Wednesday 27th February
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Deadwood at home of Winnie Thomas

Thursday 28th February
5.30pm Bible Studies, Sandy Bay Chapel
7.30pm Bible Studies, Blue Hill 
(Home of Francie and Beattie Peters)

For more info contact Pastor Graeme Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel. 2388

GOD IS WITH YOU
‘Have faith in God’.  Mark 11 v 22 (GNB)

There are very few people who have not ex-
perienced moments of dark despair in their 
lives as they have encountered adversity in 
one form or another. 

At some time or another they have found 
themselves passing through the deep waters 
of hopelessness or helplessness as they have 
encountered serious illness, death, fi nancial 
set-backs or a forced change of lifestyle.  
In these circumstances how do you cope?  
How do you maintain your faith when your 
world appears to be crumbling and collapsing 
around you?

You need to remember that when Jesus urged 
His disciples to have faith in God he was not 
merely uttering meaningless words.  He was 
well aware of the hostility he was facing from 
the Temple elite who were continually plot-
ting against Him.  He was equally well aware 
of the fate that waited Him – the barbaric 
and horrifi c torture of crucifi xion.  All this 
was within the knowledge of the Son of God 
who had to endure the Cross in order to fulfi l 
God’s ordained purpose that salvation should 
be brought to mankind.

In the face of all this Jesus put His faith in 
the Father and he won the victory over evil, 
sin and death.Whatever diffi culty you may 
be facing turn to the Living Christ and never 
lose faith in Him as He enfolds you in His 
Love and leads you out of your present dark-
ness into the light of His perfect Will for you.

I leave the words of this prayer chorus with 
you.  If you know the tune you can sing it as 
you go about your business every day:
‘Ask the Saviour to help you. Comfort, 
strengthen, and keep you;
He is willing to aid you;
He will carry you through’.

Take care and God bless.

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY 2013.
The Cathedral Parish of Saint Paul.
Sunday 24 February, Second Sunday of Lent.
8.00 am. Eucharist,                         Cathedral.
11.00 am. Eucharist,                  Saint Andrew.
11.15 am. Eucharist,                   Saint Helena.
5.30 pm. Evening Prayer,                Cathedral.
Thursday 28 February
10.00 am. Eucharist,                  Saint Swithin.
Sunday 3 March,          Third Sunday of Lent.
8.00 am. Eucharist,                         Cathedral.
10.00 am. Eucharist,                        Cathedral.
3.30 pm. Eucharist,                        Saint Peter.

The Parish of Saint James.
Sunday 24 February,  Second Sunday of Lent.
9.30 am. Eucharist,                      Saint James.
7.00 pm. Evening Prayer,               Saint John.
Wednesday 27 February,         George Herbert
7.30 am.  Eucharist,                      Saint James.
Thursday 28 February.
9.30 am. Eucharist with healing.    Saint John. 
Sunday 3 March,           Third Sunday of Lent.
9.30 am.  Eucharist,                      Saint James.
3.30 pm. Eucharist,                   Saint Michael.

The Parish of Saint Matthew.
Sunday 24 February,  Second Sunday of Lent. 
11.00 am.  Eucharist,               Saint Matthew.
Tuesday 26 February
7.00 pm.   Eucharist,                     Saint Mark.
Sunday 3 March,           Third Sunday of Lent.
7.00 pm.   Eucharist.                Saint Matthew.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND     
For more information, contact Pastor Clack 
Tel No. 2267 
Email: grace4grabs@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
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SCHOOL PAGE

As a conclusion to a child initiated topic on Dinosaurs, Barney, the big friendly party dinosaur visited St Pauls’ Nursery.
There were lots of laughter, shrieks and a few tears when he arrived carrying a bag of snacks.
After a Barney ‘hello’ all of the Nursery pupils had their photograph taken with Barney.   
Mrs Pat Williams and Miss Elaine Benjamin joined in with the laughter and dances along with the Nursery pupils and their teachers.

These are some comments from the Nursery children.
“We know the names of some dinosaurs”
“Stegosaurus has spikes on his back and eats plants”
“Tyrannosaurus known as T-Rex is a meat eater and has sharp teeth”
“Barney is a friendly dinosaur”

We sang songs, danced, counted and named colours with him.

Thank you to Mr Keith Joshua for transporting Barney.
Thank you Barney, we had a wonderful time, Please visit us again!

Barney Visits St Pauls’ Primary

Th ursday 21 February 2013 THE SENTINEL
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Patrick Vester left island yesterday, Wednes-
day 20 February on the RMS.  He arrived on 
23 January for his second visit and had been 
conducting training on Covered Productions.  
Covered Production is a method of farming 
salad crops in poly tunnels.
The initiative began in 2010 when a support 
policy to construct poly tunnels was estab-
lished by the Agriculture and Natural Resource 
Directorate (ANRD). As a part of the policy, 
ANRD and Enterprise St Helena collaborated 
ideas to establish a training programme and in 
2011 Patrick arrived for the fi rst time.
On this occasion, ten people took advantage 
of Patrick’s training, “There are a lot of new 
faces this year and farmers are very interested 
in this type of hydroponic farming. So there 
has been a good response,” said Patrick.
In August last year, the Sentinel featured a re-
port on the ‘Joshua Brothers’ who at the time 
farmed six poly tunnels located in Harper’s 
Valley. Their crop, then only grown in soil, 
consisted of lettuce, tomatoes, cucumbers, 
aubergines and peppers. Since then, the small 
family run business has expanded with the 
erection of an additional four tunnels. These 
new tunnels house a new adventure for the 
two brothers, Martin and Adrian (who works 
offshore). In August, Martin the face of the 
company, and one of Patrick’s fi rst students 
showed me his small pilot set up of hydro-
ponics, where he grew cucumbers. In a recent 
interview, he told me that he had now begun 
using hydroponics on a larger scale in his new 
tunnels and will be concentrating on growing 

tomatoes, “I feel the island needs to have to-
matoes on a more regular basis,” said Martin. 
He will continue to grow cucumbers in soil in 
other tunnels. He continued, “I don’t have to 
rotate the crops with hydroponics. Once hy-
droponics fi nishes its cycle I can then replant, 
in a different medium, in the same tunnel. I 
was a little bit dubious about the medium that 
was used in the hydroponics system. The only 
medium we could get on the island was pine 
shavings (Phillip John’s Sawmill). But, since 
we planted, there is defi nitely rapid growth in 
just a week.” Since planting Martin has ob-
served a rapid 12 inch growth in his crop.
Patrick spent a week with Martin helping him 
with his new hydroponics setup, “He (Martin) 
has in total 10 tunnels and the methods we are 
using to get production, I think, you will not 
see it today, you will not see it next month but, 
in six months you will see more tomatoes and 
cucumbers on the shelves.”
So is Patrick pleased with the progress of 
farming in poly tunnels locally?  “Yes, defi -
nitely,” he responded, “I’ve visited a lot of 
farmers that have poly tunnels from the last 
year.  The progress is there, there is still a few 
things we have to attend to because they are 
still new to this.  But, from what I’ve seen and 
the production I’ve seen this has defi nitely im-
proved and I’m so glad the farmers use advice 
and get production.”
Patrick went on to explain the advantages of 
growing crops under the cover of a poly tunnel.  
“Everyone asks me why tunnels.  It’s called 
covered so we can control our vegetables 

easier.  We can control it against wind, rainfall 
and we grow crops making use of a small area 
and get very good production.”  Martin also 
told me that the temperature within a tunnel 
is more consistent which meant production all 
year round.
“I’m here to help farmers get the production,” 
said Patrick when asked if covered produc-
tions was a way for the island to have a health-
ier supply of fresh vegetables.  “I’m busy with 
my report and I managed to get all the produce 
what is growing on the island in covered pro-
ductions.”  These fi gures were still being col-
lated at the time of my interview with Patrick 
on Wednesday 13 February.

UNDER COVER

Sherrilee Phillips, SAMS

Martin Joshua

Patrick Vester

HOPES FOR POLY TUNNELS 
TO PUT MORE VEGETABLES 
ON THE SHELVES
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AIRPORT PROJECT INFORMATION LINE  - Tel: 4026 

Contact Details 
St Helena Government      Halcrow      Basil Read   
Access Office      Project Management Unit   Contractor  
Tel: +290 2494      Tel: +290 4258    Tel: +290 4026 
Email: dd.airport@sainthelena.gov.sh  Email: Andreas.Huber@ch2m.com   Email: pr@brshap.co.za 
 

Visit us online at www.sainthelenaaccess.com 
 

Unless otherwise specified, copyright for all content on this newsletter and website belongs to SHG Access Office. Content may 
not be copied, duplicated or reproduced without written permission. 

DFID Deputy Airport Project Manager   

Permanent Bulk Fuel Installation (BFI) 

BFI      

Permanent BFI Site—February 2013 

Work continues on the permanent Bulk Fuel Installation (BFI) in upper Ruperts.  There are three plat-
forms which will hold eight fuel tanks.  There will be two tanks for aviation fuel, two tanks for petrol and 
four tanks for diesel.  Each tank will have a capacity of 975,000 litres (for comparison our current BFI tank 
storage capacity for petrol is 592,000 litres and 988,000 litres for diesel).  Pictured above are four con-
crete plinths (elevated stands), the tanks will go on top of the plinths.   
 
Basil Read has subcontracted the 
construction of the BFI tanks to a 
company known as Trotech.  On the 
last call of the RMS from Capetown 
17 coded welders from Thailand 
arrived to carry out this work.  
 
The highest platform will hold the 
aviation fuel, the middle platform 
will hold the petrol and the lowest 
platform will hold the four diesel 
tanks.  There will also be an admini-
stration & operations block, including fire protection, which will be located between the Quarantine Sta-
tion and the lowest platform. 

Concrete plinths for aviation fuel tanks—February 2013 

Upcoming Works  

In March 2013, the Airport Project will focus on: 
 

fill and compaction in Dry Gut 
upgrading the haul road to its final alignment 
work on the permanent BFI in Ruperts  
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Visit by DFID Deputy Airport Project Manager 

DFID Deputy Airport Project Manager   BFI      

This week we would like to introduce you to David Finan, St Helena Airport Deputy Project Man-
ager in DFID.  David is the newest member of the DFID Airport Project Team, having joined Nigel 
Kirby and Amanda Parry in November 2012. 
 

David arrived on island on 12 February 2013 and will depart St Helena today, 20th February 2013. 
The purpose of his visit was to gain a greater understanding of the St Helena Airport Project.  Whilst 
David had read all of the project documents, this was his first opportunity to see how the project is 
being delivered on the ground.  David met with colleagues from Basil Read, the Project Manage-
ment Unit, St Helena Government and Enterprise St Helena.  He was able to discuss project pro-
gress to date and next steps, as well as how the island is benefiting from the Airport Project. 
 
David said “this is my first  visit to  the island and  after just a couple of days on St Helena I felt com-
pletely at home.  The people are so friendly and the island is beautiful. The Access Office set up a really interesting programme 
for me – the people I’ve met are really committed to making the Airport Project a success.   Being able to meet colleagues face to 
face and to see the work Basil Read and Halcrow are doing is making all the papers and plans for the airport come to life – it will 
really help inform my thinking for when I return to Glasgow.” 

David’s visit coincided with a tour of the Airport Project that took place on 15th February.  Councillors,  the DAPM team and  
senior officials were invited to view works in Ruperts, Bradleys, Prosperous Bay Plain and Dry Gut.  Deon de Jager, Basil Read 
Island Director, led the tour and gave all present an overview of the works taking place and next steps.  For more photos of the 
visit, particularly progress in Dry Gut, check out our website www.sainthelenaaccess.com   
 

The visit ended at the Horse Point Landfill site where Ian Rummery, Environmental Risk Manager explained the mitigation meas-
ures that SHG will be taking to minimise the risk of bird strike.  St Helena is fortunate in that 
the risk of bird strike to the airport is already very low—the types of birds we have on St 
Helena do not generally flock in a way that poses a risk to aircraft.  We estimate that there 
are 120-150 pigeons at the Horse Point Landfill and, whilst this is a very small number, we 
are nevertheless  seeking ways to reduce any risk they might pose.  As part of the Solid 
Waste Management Strategy, the Environmental Management Directorate is looking at 
ways of eradicating the pigeons at the site and better managing the green waste that at-
tracts them. 
 

The risk of birdstrike is just one of the issues we need to consider in order to obtain airport 
certification.  Whilst a lot of our attention is focussed on the construction works taking 
place at Prosperous Bay Plain and Dry Gut, considerable work is also taking place to prepare 
for the airport certification process.  More will follow on this in future Airport Updates. Ian Rummery at the Horse Point Landfill 

Deon de Jager explaining works on PBP to Councillors and Officials  

A Reminder 

PLEASE BE REMINDED THAT ALL AIRPORT PROJECT CONSTRUCTION AREAS (INCLUDING PROSPEROUS BAY PLAIN) ARE 
CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC IN THE INTERESTS OF PUBLIC SAFETY
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Two competitions were played over the week-
end as scheduled. Weather conditions were good 
on both days.  On Saturday 14 players took 
part in the 18 hole Par 3, which was played to 
a stroke play format, with each player having 
half of their normal handicap.  There were some 
very good scores returned and in top spot for 
fi rst place was Gerald George on a very good 
59, closely followed by Freda Green and Cecil 
(Jiks) Thomas on 61. They too have been on 
form lately.  After a count back Cecil took run-
ner up spot.
Three players holed out in two to share the ball 
pool they were Gerald George on 2nd, Gavin 
Crowie on 12th and Keith Joshua (KJ) on 14th.

Contributed by Lawson Henry
Longwood Golf Club

On Sunday we had 16 teams take part in 
the Texas Scramble which was played 
to a Stableford format, two teams 
namely Larry (Nails) Thomas and Co-
lin Owen and Norman Thomas and Eric 
Roberts had 43 points with Norman and 
Eric taking the top spot after a count-
back.
Prizes were also awarded to Brian 
Fowler and Brian Coleman, Jeffrey 
(Foxy) Stevens and Richard Wallis 
and Martin Buckley and Patrick (Pye) 
O’Dean all on 42 points and fi nally 
Nicky Stevens and Rob Kleinjan on 41 
points. Five two’s were scored and they 
were Jeffrey and Richard who had two 
two’s both eagles on par four 9th and 
10th holes, KJ and Alison on the 5th, 
Norman/Eric and Martin/Patrick on 
7th. 
This competition was sponsored by 
John Joshua and we would like to thank 
him once again for his generosity.  Con-
gratulations to all the winners.
This week’s competitions are; on Sat-
urday 23rd Feb will be an 18 hole Sta-
bleford and on Sunday 24th Feb will be 
the Monthly Medal Sponsored by Basil 
Read, please sign up by Friday 22nd by 

4pm.  
Following the presentation and tea the Annual 
General meeting took place and the following 
persons were elected to serve on the commit-
tee:-  Tony Green President, Larry Thomas 
Captain, Colin Owen Vice Captain/Secretary, 
Jeffrey Stevens Games Manager, Raymond 
Crowie Course Manager and Helena Stevens 
Entertainments Manager  congratulations to 
them all.
Stay safe and happy swinging! 

On Tuesday night 19 February, at 
the Jamestown Rifl e Club 6 mem-
bers and 1 junior member turned up 
to shoot. 

Tyler Stevens showed much interest had fun 
and enjoyed himself again this week full of 
energy and determination, struggling with the 
full kit and using the sand bag as well. Al-
though he shot 80, 52, 87 and 96 he just felt 
he wanted to do better. I explained to him high 
scores at this stage are not important, getting 
used to holding the rifl e and fi nding the target 
is what matters, well done Tyler. 

Francois Fonderwell also came in to shoot; the 

last time he shot was November 2012, he shot 
81, 79 and 90 he found it very enjoyable.

Kara was pleased with her 99.3 and 99, she 
just missed out on 100’s, Deirdre held it to-
gether again this week 98.4 and 96.1, Wendy 
Plato found that comfortable spot shot 85 and 
then improved and shot 91. 

Colin Knipe after taking a break scored 96 and 
97, Rex Young bettered his scores from last 
week shooting 2 X 96.1, well done everyone 
we will meet again next week.

Contributed by Pat Henry 
JTRC Chairman

Shooting News

Gerald George Par 3’s 
Champion

Weekly Golf Weekly Golf 
report below...report below...

FIFA has confi rmed that goal-line technology 
will be used at next summer’s World Cup in 
Brazil. The governing body of world football 
has already licensed two systems - Hawkeye 
and Goalref - but has now invited other pro-
viders to submit tenders.  Goal-line technology 
was employed for the fi rst time at last year’s 
Club World Cup  in Japan but FIFA will now 
roll it out during this summer’s Confederations 
Cup, as well as the 2014 World Cup.  Hawk-
Eye involves the use of cameras, while Go-
alRef is a more scientifi c system, involving a 
low-frequency magnetic fi eld surrounding the 
goal and an electronic circuit in the ball, with 
goal confi rmation being transmitted in a frac-
tion of a second to a watch worn by the referee.
Jimmy Anderson concedes he never expected 
to become England’s highest wicket-taker 
when he fi rst started playing international 
cricket. Anderson surpassed Sir Ian Botham’s 
total of 528 in all formats when he dismissed 
BJ Watling in England’s defeat by New Zea-
land on Sunday. The bowler, 30, told BBC Ra-
dio 5 live: “It gives me a huge amount of pride. 
When I started playing for England I never 
dreamed of getting anywhere near this number 
of wickets.” Anderson made his international 
debut in a one-day game against Australia at 
Melbourne in December 2002 despite having 
played just fi ve times for Lancashire.

VOLLEYBALL NEWS
Match Results, Sunday 17 February
Saints Served Hot 2 – 0 Volley Diggers
(25 - 20) (25 – 16)
LOM: Kim Francis (Saints Served Hot)
All Star Hot Shots 0 – 2 Serve-ivors
(18– 25) (20 – 25)
LOM: Barbara Harris (Serve-ivors)
Volleyball Fixtures, Sunday 24 Feb 2013
2.15pm Ballsy Ladies Vs All Star Hot Shotz 
Umpires/Lines: Serve - ivors/Volley Diggers
Organiser: Ballsy Ladies
2.45 pm Serve-ivorsVs Volley Diggers
Umpire/Lines: Ballsy Ladies/All Star Hot Shots
Organiser: Volley Diggers
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YOU  A R E  I N V I T E D !  
D E A R  S I R / M A D A M  

“NEW ECONOMIC FORUM EVENT” 

Focusing on the partnering of Government and the Private 
Sector in driving economic development on St Helena 

Date – 07 March 2013 
Time 08h45 – 15h45 

Venue – Prince Andrew School 
 

Presenting 
 

 Hot Topics of Discussion 
Announcement of top 5 nominations for the 2012/2013 

 Business Awards 
 

“Explosion of information”  

Kindly rsvp by 25 February 

Call Verline Leo 3914/2012 or email leosplanets@gmail.com  

Catering facilities will be available 

ANNOUNCEMENT
THE ST HELENA SPCA IS HAPPY TO 

ANNOUNCE THAT OUR ANSWERING 
MACHINE SYSTEM IS NOW SET UP.  
THIS IS TO ENABLE THE PUBLIC TO 

REPORT ANY CONCERNS THEY MIGHT 
HAVE ABOUT ANIMAL WELFARE, 

ABANDONED PETS OR OTHER ROU-
TINE SPCA MATTERS.  PLEASE LEAVE 

A MESSAGE ON 2999 AND AN SPCA 
MEMBER WILL CALL YOU BACK.  

ALL CALLS WILL BE DEALT WITH IN 
STRICT CONFIDENCE.  FOR ANIMAL 
MEDICAL EMERGENCIES PLEASE 

CONTINUE TO CALL 6162.

CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

FERRY SERVICE 

St Helena Government is seeking Expressions 
of Interest from suitably experienced/qualifi ed 
individuals or organisations for the manage-
ment of the Ferry Service.  

Written expressions of interest should include 
details of experience and qualifi cations rele-
vant to this or the provision of similar services 
and should be submitted to the Deputy Chief 
Secretary, the Castle by 4pm on Thursday 28 
February 2013. 
 
An information meeting with interested per-
sons is planned for Wednesday 6 March 2013.

G A Francis
Deputy Chief Secretary
20 February 2013
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There’s STILL only one JamestownThere’s STILL only one Jamestown

Barracudas advance to Barracudas advance to 
Knockout semi fi nals after a Knockout semi fi nals after a 
2nd Jamestown derby victory2nd Jamestown derby victory

Carlyn Yon batting for 
Jamestown Barracudas ““

””

Match Report from Simon Green Match Report from Simon Green 
continues below ...continues below ...

and it’s the same Jamestownand it’s the same Jamestown

Jamie Essex (Zodiacs) 
fi elding in the deep

began steadily, sensibly taking a good look 
at the early overs of opening bowlers Gibby 
Young and Tyrel Ellick while building a pa-
tient stand to drive the Barracudas league and 
cup double ambitions forward.

Yon’s wicket was the fi rst to fall, Anders Bow-
ers breaking the partnership with the score on 
77 in the 12th over;  Yon’s contribution of 47 
containing 5 fours and 1 six.  As this season 
has progressed Yon has become much more 
patient and mature with the bat and also the 
ball and this was evident in Sunday’s perfor-
mance.
As usual Gavin George came in fi rst wicket 
down and as so often happens one wicket be-
gat another, George being the fi rst of Terry 
Richards’ two sharp stumpings from Bowers 
to leave Barracudas on 85 for 3. Brief contri-

    As this season has pro-
gressed Yon has become 
much more patient and 
mature with the bat and 
also the ball and this was 
evident in Sunday’s per-
formance.

“

”

butions followed but only as the supporting 
cast as O’Bey took charge of the innings, put-
ting together minor stands with the Barracudas 
middle order, to drive the score on to 169-5 
from the allotted 25 overs, fi nishing on 65 not 
out (3 fours, 4 sixes). Gibby Young’s bowling 
fi gures were the pick of his side as they so of-
ten are, recording 5 overs 1 wicket for 18 runs. 
Zodiacs skipper Dax Richards returned to ac-
tion to open the 
batting for his 
team having been 
sidelined for some 
weeks with a back 
injury.
Fellow opener Ja-
mie Essex faced 
the fi rst ball off 
the Zodiacs in-
nings taking a 
four and a six off 
the fi rst two balls 
of Andrew Yon’s 
opening over from 
the Peak Hill End.
However Zodiacs 
opening partner-
ship could not 
match that of the 
Barracudas, Es-
sex falling in the 
3rd over to a mag-
nifi cent instinctive 
catch from Gavin 

George – one of those that “sticks”.
With Richards falling in the 9th over for 11 
with the score on 38 Zodiacs needed a batsman 
to take charge of the innings. As wickets fell a 
stand of 33 for the 5th wicket between Michael 
Bedwell and Gibby Young briefl y threatened 
to give the Zodiacs a fi ghting chance of chal-
lenging the target but when Young was run out 
on 20 hopes of chasing down the fi rst innings 
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CRICKET  FIXTURES
Saturday 23 February 2013 10 am, 
St Pauls v Rest One
Saturday 23 February 2013 1.00 pm
Longwood v Jamestown
Organiser HTH
Sunday 24 February 2013 10 am
HTH v Sandy Bay 
Sunday 24 February 2013 1.00 pm
Levelwood v Rest Two
Organiser St Pauls

CRICKET RESULTS

Sandy Bay Pirates

Western Warriors

A Fowler 38*
D Isaac 3/5

C Richards 39
C Knipe 2/11

Saturday 16 Feb 2013

112/6 108 all out

HTH Dolphins

St Pauls B

M Araujo 25*
C Hercules 4/23

G Johnson 81*
Dennis Leo 3/21

131 all out 176/7

J Town Barracudas J Town Zodiacs

D O’Bey 65*
G George 3/15

G Young 20
A Bowers 3/31

169/5 109/9

Sunday 17 Feb 2013

St Matthews Lions levelwood Allstarz

Darrel Leo 71
S Clingham 3/23

S Crowie 61
A Langham 2/24

152/8 160/5

Western Warriors

Western Warriors victory over HTH Dolphins earns them a semi Western Warriors victory over HTH Dolphins earns them a semi 
fi nal match up against Jamestown Barracudasfi nal match up against Jamestown Barracudas

Ross Herny (All-
starz) goes for a 
big one

score rapidly faded, Zodiacs closing on 109-9.
Gavin George’s left arm swing bowling did 
much of the damage for the Barracudas with 5 
overs, 3 wickets for 16.

In Other fi xtures over the weekend St Pauls B 
were knocked out by 2011 champions Sandy 
Bay Pirates, after Pirates chased down a less 
than par total of 109.  In the afternoon match-
up an unbeaten innings of 81 from Gareth 
Johnson, and 3 wickets from Dennis Leo saw 
Western Warriors oust 2012 Champions HTH 
Dolphins from the competition.  On Sunday 
after the Jamestown derby, Levelwood All-
starz amassed a total of 160 runs thanks to  an 
innings of 71 from little master Darell Leo.  In 
reply St Matthews lost key wickets and failed 
to chase down the target set.
Following the weekends action the second 
stage of the tournament was drawn.  Level-
wood Allstars will meet Sandy Bay Pirates 
and Jamestown Barracudas will battle Western 
Warriors for a place in the 2013 Knockout Fi-
nal.

T20 District News
This weekend sees the start of the 2013 T20 
District tournament.  8 teams will be vying for 
district honours this season.  They are: defend-
ing champions Jamestown, Half Tree Hollow, 
Levelwood, Longwood, Sandy Bay, St Pauls 
and 2 rest teams made up of surplus players.  
Fixtures can be found in the uper right had co-
loumn of this page.

Allstarz Allstarz 
make make 
semi’ssemi’s
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BARRACUDA’S 
MAKE IT A 
DOUBLE

continued inside back page

Terry Richards (Zodiacs) & Leroy Caswell (Barracudas) in action on Sunday morning

With plenty of With plenty of 
banter fl ying banter fl ying 
around James-around James-
town this week town this week 
it was clear that it was clear that 
a lot of pride a lot of pride 
was at stakewas at stake

Match Report by
Simon Green ““

””

As far as derby matches go this could 
not have had more potential.
With Jamestown Barracudas winning 
the League last Saturday just ahead of 
second-placed Zodiacs, Sunday’s 25-
over knockout cup tie had all the hall-
marks of a cracker.
With plenty of banter fl ying around Jamestown this week it was clear 
that a lot of pride – not to mention potential silverware - was at stake for 
the 9am start at Francis Plain.
Sadly the reality was a lot more ordinary as Barracudas’ skipper David 
George won the toss and surprisingly chose to bat on an overcast and 
humid morning which promised to benefi t the swing bowlers.
Usual opening batsmen Damien O’Bey and the explosive Andrew Yon 


